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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 

LEWIS BAGOT, D.D. 

LORD BISHOP OF SAINT ASAPH. 



MY LORD, 

T^HE honor which you have been pleafcd 
to confer on a former publication of 
mine {a)^ by caufing a very large portion of 
it to be edited in the Welch language; and 
the manner in which you were fo good as to 
apply to me, at that time perfonally a ftranger 
to your Lordfliip, for my aflent to the plan, 
and to fpeak of thofe parts of the book, the 
tranflation of which was not required by your 
immediate purpofe ; have rendered it my 
duty to embrace any opportunity which might 
occur of publicly teftifying my gratitude. 

(«) A Familiar Suirey of the Chriftian Religion, &c. 

A3 I avail 



vi DEDICATION. 

I avail myfetif of the prefent occafion witli 
cordial pleafure. Allow me to fay that, in- 
dependently of all private cotifiderations, the 
proof which your Lordfhip's condud aflForded 
pf vigiknt folicitude to adopt any meafure 
which, in your opinion, (hould feem likely 
to be fubfcrvient to the eternal interefts of 
the inhabitants of the diocefe configned to 
your fuperintendencc, excited in my mind 
very lively emotions of fatisfa^lioh. May the 
grace of Ocd attend and profper your pious 
exertional * - 

It may be right to add fome few words 
reipeitittg the Volume now infcribed to your 
Lordffiip. Different writers of Sermons, all 
aiming at the fame ultimate object, purfue it, 
According to their refpediive views, judge* 
itients, habits of ftudy, and other circum- 
ftances, in different ways. The vineyard of 
God Will employ and remunerate labourers 
of various' defcriptions. My prefenjt ef- 
forts, as an humble workman in that vine- 
yard^ have been principally direfted to two 

6 points: 
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'points: the elucidation of fome fundamental 
dodrines of our faith ; and the inculcation of 
^ pradlical truth of the higheft moment, yet 
a truth which too often, if we may judge 
by the hnguage in common ufe among 
men when fpeaking either concerning them* 
felves or others, is fatally undifcemed or 
difregarded, that nothing ihort of an avowed 
and unreferved furrender of the whole heart 
to God througji Ghril^, evinced, under the 
bleiling of divine grace, by a zealous and 
habitual purfuic of univerfal holinefSy is Re- 
ligion. 

Many petfons appear to imagine that, when 
once the refearches of an individual into the 
Chriftian Revelation have fatisfied him as to 
its facred authority, the remainder of his re* 
ligious courfe lies plain and eafy before him. 
They perceive not- that he has afcended but 
the firft and the leaft laborious acclivity of 
the mountain. Surely it requires but a fmall 
degree of infight into human nature and the 
Scriptures to difcover with how much greater 
A 4 facility 



facility the undcrftaadihg is convinced of 
fpeculative truth, thaa the heart is fubdued 
fo a produiflive faith ainda pradical love of 
iijilint&4 I vihall rejoice if any part : of the 
foUomng pages fhould be rendered inftru- 
4neatal iri diffipating the ^ pernicious delufion 
whkh } have mentioned* 
. I am, with fincere refpeft^ ' 

My Lord, 
YbixT Lordfliip's obliged 

and afleftionate Servant,^ 



THOMAS GISBORNE. 



Yoxall Lodge; 

AprUio,i8c2. 
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Jesus Christ the Coraer-Stone. 
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Btboldl I lay in Sion a chief Corncr:^tone^ 
eleS^ precious : and be that believetb on Him 
Jbali not be confounded. 

T^O the attentive reader the holy Scriptures 
> continually offer new fubjeds of admi* 
ration and gratitude. Among other circum- 
ftances which will excite his wonder and 
chankfulnefsyhe will notice the accommodating 
condefcenfion of God to the dulnefs of human 
underftanding, in fetting before men under fo 
copious a variety of appropriate and familiar 
figures the nature and plan of Redemption 
through Chrift. The fower fowing his feed j 
the good fhepherd giving hisk life for the fheep ; 
the viae nouriihing its branches; the king 
makiiiga marris^e for his fon; the houfet* 
holder fujteriatcnding his vineyard j the fa- 
VoL. t B tlicr 
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2 y^fus Chrijl the Corners-Stone. 

ther receiving the repentant prodigal ; the 
mafter fettling accounts with his fervants j the 
wh^at-fieU overfpread with tares ; the net caft 
into the fea, and gathering fiflaes of every kind : 
thefe are among the images, by which the of- 
fice of the Son of God, and his dealings with 
man, are reprefented and rendered clear to our 
apprehenfions. In the pafTage x^ovv before 
us the apoflle alludes to our Saviour under 
the defcription of a mafTy corner flone placed 
in th^ foundation of a building, that^ it 
may unite. ar\d bipd together the principal 
walls, and may thusenfure the firtpnefs and 
the durability of the flrudurc. Chrift is 
difplayed to us as the chief corner-ftooe, of. 
chofen flrength, of ineflimable value, fixed bj 
the hand of God himfelf, and capable of fjf- 
taining for ever and ever the fabric of tl^c 
univerfal church. Under this iinage Chrift 
was originally pourtrayed by David and Ifaifidu 
7 he Stone which the builders refufedy the fame 
is become the head-Jlone of the corner. Thh ff 
the Lord*s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes (j). 
Therefore thus faith . the Lord God; B^Cr ■ 
boldy I lay in Z ion for a foundation^ ajlone^ 4 
ttiedjlone^ a precious cor ner-Jlone^ a fure found- 
ation ; he that believeth on him Jball not mate - 
hqfte [b) j fhall not be hurried into difmay, fhall 
not be confounded. ■ To thefe words of Ifaiah 

(tf) Pfalm CKviii. £2^ 2j. (i) Ifai^, zzvtii. 16. 

St. 



Jejus Qbfijl the Corner-Stone. 3 

St. Peter refers. To them St. Paul alfo refers 
in his epiftles to the Romans, and to the 
Ephefians (r). In feveral paffages in the New 
Tcftamcnt the cxpreffions of David are like- 
wife recited and applied to Chrift (^/). I pro- 
pofe, therefore, in the firft place, to point out 
fome of the particulars with refpeft to which 
we arc to regard Jefus Chrift as the great cor- 
ner-ftone. And I (hall endeavour afterwards 
to illuftrate the animating declaration of St. 
Peter j that he who believeth on Chrift Ihall 
not be confounded : and the tremendous 
warning which it involves^ that thfcy who re- 
fufe tobdievc on Chrift diall be confounded 
foretW; 

L I. Jefus Ghrift is the corner-ftone of reli- 
gious dotftrine. He is the fole foundation, 
the author and finifher ((?) of our faith* He 
canK- from the Father: he is one With the 
Father t and he krioweth the will of the Father. 
He was in the beginning with God, and was 
God : and he knew the incomprehenfible na- 
ture and the unchangeable attributes of the 
Godhead. He knew the petfej A tolinefs ne- 
ceflairy to obtain acceptance from a God of 
holinefk He knew the inherent heinoufnefs 

(r) Romanst ix. 5^. 7^}>i\ ■ Sphefiamt ii. 20. (J) Matt. < 
Jixi. 42, A^Syir. ii. j(r) 1 jEof. iii. xo, ii. Heb.xii. 2. 

'B2 of 
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4 Jefu^ Cbrtjtibc Cornef^Sidne. 

cf fin; the cfxtrchic guilt bf every deviatioa 
from the diyioe law, of every inftance of re- 
bellion agaiBft God» He knew how great 
rouft be ^tbe Sacrifice, for; he offered him- 
fclf to be raide that facnfice, by which the 
pardon of -fini. and the reftoration of the di- 
vine favour, fhould be procured. »He knew 
by what price, for that price 'he undertook to 
pay, the cootinual grace of the. Holy Spirit, 
by whiqh alone the finner c;Quld be enabled to 
repent,' to'believe, to becom'e holy^and toperr 
fpvere in ioHiiefs, TOuft. bfe purchafed. He 
WAS (he Son of -the God of frotb • be jwas 
Truth hknfeir: and he came intp.t\^^ world to 
bear witnefs to the truth. By his .peifiDual 
miniftry, and by the miniftry of his apoftles, 
he revealed "to the fallen childrtn of ipjca Jhe 
things which' belonged to their peace. By 
his Spirit he inftru£ted and empowered the 
facred writers of the New Teftament to fpraad " 
to the moft diftant regions, to deliver dowft.to 
the lateft generations, the words of eternal 
life. Well therefore may St* Paul affirm thai 
all Scripture is projitabk for doSlrine {/.). W^ll 
may St. John pronounce ; Wbofoever abldub 
not in tbe doSlrine ofCbriJi^ batb notCod :, b^i 
that ahideib in tbe doarine ofCbri/ly be batb 
boib the Father and tbe Son. If there come any 
unto you and bring not' this do£lrine; receive ^ 

If) 2 Tim- ill. 16. 

bm : 
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blm not into your boufe^ neither bid bim Qod 
/peed : for bitbat biddetb bim Godfpeed^hpar^ 
taker of bis evil deeds [g). Learn ihea your 
faith from the mouth of your Savioufi a^nd 
of his infpired apoftles and evangeliRs. Look 
\ to your Bible. ^ Fix your foot on that rocI& 
Apply to yourfelf the admonitions of St« Pauh 
Be fedfqft in /be unity of the faitb. Be not 
tojftdtoandfro^ and carried about ixfitb every 
wind of doilrine : but J^eaking tbe trutb in 
l^e^ grow up unto Him in aUtbings v?bo is tbe 
bead^ even Cbriji^ Be not carried about witb 
divers and Jlrange doBrinh : for it is. a good 
thirty that tbe heart be efablijhed with grace. 
Remember them which bavefpoken unto you tbe 
word of God** "wbofe faith follow^ conjidering 
the end of their eonverfztioni Jefus Cbrijl^ the 
fame yefler day y and to- day y and for ever [hi). 
RecoHeft the prophetic warning of the fame 
ap6(Uei '■ The time will come when they wiU 
not tndure found doSrine [})• That time has 
longfimje arrived. Tbe prophecy has already 
been* fulfilled^ and is at this^ day fulfilling, 
With rtrpie£t to multitudes. Numbers at this 
dayi w^ite they proFefs themfelves Chriftians, 
ereflt Aerhfelves in oppofition to the eTential 
dodfeirics dfthe GofpeL Sometimes they ex- 

(f } I'JotiOy % — 1 1. » (A) Ejih^l. iv. \\ - 15. Heb. xiii. 
-7—9. \^) 2 Tinj. iv, 3. 
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claim againft- its myfteries : and prefuming 
to meafiirc by their unaffiftcd reafon fubjedts 
utterly beyond the grafp of human under- 
ftanding, plunge into the moft extravagant 
wildnefles of interpretation, rather than bend 
to the plain and repeated declarations of God 
concerning the nature of his own Godhead. 
More frequently they take offence at thehu- 
imiliatihg fa£ls which lie/ at the root of the 
dofitrine of redemption : that man isHadlcaHy. 
corrupt ; that the law of God is a law of per- ' 
fe<9; holiners, and requires perfeft obedicricCJ ; : 
tha^ any breach of that law in any onep^etnt,^ 
fubjeds the offeiKJer to the penalty <if e^rnsd 
death ; that holinefs is in no refpeft fhcpro- 
duCt of the human h^art, but alto^ther the : 
fruit of the Spirit of God ; and cori^fequeotly 
that whoever ihall receive remiffioh of pu- 
nifhtncht, fanSification, and the gift of life; 
eternal, will receive all thefe bleffings folely 
through the free grace and mercy of God in' 
<2hrift, and will owe no one of thetfv ih^he 
fmallcft portion or degree to any right or me-/ 
rit of his own* Numbers, inftead of'hucnbly 
acknowledging thefe truths^' which -ar^ as coh* 
fifteiit with reafon as they jare decidedly inr 
culcated in the Scriptures, proudly rdy on 
their fuppofed perfonal rightcoufnefs ; dare to 
claim forgivenefs and falvation as in part at 
leaft due to their own e;&cellence and good 

works J 
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Vrorks ; and arc fo far frpm looking to Chrift 
as the folc ground of hope of deliverance 
froia the wrath to corae; and, of adnuffion 
into the kingdom of glory, that they re- 
gard his atoning facrifice merely, if I may 
venture to apply the term to fo aweful a fub- 
jeiS, aiS a fort of make-weight, which may 
conmpenrate for fuch.of their tranfgreffions as 
thek awn, imaginary righteoufnefs may not 
have been altogether fu£cient to countervail. 
So blind to their own ftate, fo ignorant of the 
£updamental principles of Chriflianity, are 
many who frequent Chriftian worflup ! May 
God gr^pt that few or none of you, when. 
yQUvex^mioe your own faith, may find your* 
felvea^qf this defcription ! Meditate tben^ as 
the«iapo0;le exhorts, jupon tb^fe things. Take 
bicdr to tbxfdf and to thy, doSrine : continue in 
them* Speak th^u the tpi^gk wbkb become 
found ^ffrine ; r that men be found in faith. 
If any man confent, not to wbolefotjfe words ^ 
even the.^ords of our Lord Jefus Cbriji^ and 
.to tbe ^loSrine wbicb is according to godlinefs ; 
, be is proud^ knov^ing nothing (i), 

a» Chrift, in the ijecond place, is the corner- 
done of morality. . > He conferred, in various 
Ways, moft eminent glory on the moral law of 
God. He came to give himfelf as a facrifice 

(*) I Tim, iv. is> 16. Til. ii. 1, a. i Tim. vi. 3, 4* 
B4 for 
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for offences committed againft that law : and 
thus cftabliflbed in the face of men and of the^ 
univerfe, the exccUence of that lavr ; and 
evinced the heinoufneft of fin, for which no 
inferior atonement could fuffice. In explain- 
ing" that law, he fhewed by his fermon on the 
moun^, as well as by many occafional expofi* 
tions, its holy and fpiritual nature. Far from 
perverting its operations, like' the Pharifees 
^nd Scribes ; far from retraining its influence, 
according to their abfurd and pernicious fyf^ 
tern, to outward and notorious fins, or ex- 
hauftiog its efficacy on the punctilious ob:fer- 
Tance of trifling duties and unauthorifed in-« 
jundiotts; he fandioned and magnified the 
whole law : he afligned to its fevetal precepts 
and commandments the place and preponder- 
ance to which they were refpe<fJively entiried : 
and he extended the empire of every one of 
ihem to the heart. , T'hini not^ faid he, that I 
am come to defiroy the taw : I am not come to d^ 
Jiroy^ but tofulfiL For verily I fay unt9*yoUyfill 
heaven and earth pafs^ one jot or one tittle Jhdll 
in no wife pafs Jr'om the law ^tiil all be^fklf lied. 
Wo unto you ^ Scribes and Pbaf^es I for ye pay 
tithe of mint and anrfe anddummin ; and hav^ 
emitted the weightier matters of the law\^judge^ 
Tnenty mercy ^ and faith. . I'befe ought ye tahavc 
done ; and not tol^avc the other undone* . Wbo^ 
^^ . foever 
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foever is angry wkb bis brother without a cauft 
is ii danger <(f .the judgement. Whofocver hatetb 
bis brother is a murderer. ^Wbofoever hoketh 
on m woman to lujl after her ^ bath already 
committed adultery with her in bis heart. Out 
of the heart proceed the things which defle a 
man. .. Bleffed are the pure in heart : for they 
fbcdlfee God (/). , During the whole period of 
hi$ mioiftry he afforded a cooilant example of 
perfea obedience to the moral law^. Every 
duty wiuch it became him as man to fulfil 
towards men, be dtfcharged no lefs punduaily 
than thofe obligations of which the immediate 
objeft was God^ He was boly^ undejiledy Jh-* 
paratt from fnners (w). .Made like unto bis 
brdbren [n) in every point except one ; in one 
point he differed totally and immeafuratly 
from them, all : for he was wit bout Jin [0). By 
his example, and for the exprefs purpofe of 
glorifying his name, every moral duty is in-- 
culcated and enforced by the apoftles: and 
thus alfo the moral law is x:ontinually receiv- 
ing additional glory through him. If humi^ 
lity is to be imprefled, Ldt this viind^ faith 
St. Paul, be in you which was in CJjrijl J ejus ; 
who being in the form of God thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made himfclf 

(/) Matt. V. 17, \^, xxiii. 23. v. 22, 28. x\r. 18. v. 8. 
1 Johiij Hi. 15. («) Heb. yIK a6. (») Heb. li. 17. 

{q) Hcb.iV. 15. . ' ' 
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of no reputation^ nnd took upon him the form ef 
afervant^ and was made in the Ukenefs of men. 
'And being found iijfajhion as a man^ be bumbled 
bimfelf and became obedient unto deatby even the 
death of the crofs {p). When the fame apoftle 
recommends meeknefs and gentlencfs j what 
is his argument ? / befcech you by the meeknefs. 
and gentlenefs of CbriJI (y). When h^ exhorts 
to unity and concord, and mutually edifying 
afliftance ? Let every one of us pleafe bis neigb^ 
lour far his good to edification : for even Cbrift 
pleaftd not bimfelf: fought not his own cafe 
and fatisfaftion^ but the benefit of others. The 
God of patience and .conflation grant you to be ^ 
like minded one towards another^ according to 
Cbrifl Jefus ; that ye may with one mind and 
one mouth glorify God [r\ When he admo* 
nifhes Chriftians to brotherly lovej to what 
pattern does be refer us ?- Walk in iove^ as 
Cbrifl al/b batb loved us ; and ^ath given him-^ 

f elf for us an offering and afacrific^ untoG^d ( j). ' 
By what example does he enforce the duty of 
forgivenefs? Even as CbriJI forgave you^fo alfo 
doye {t). How does he encourage cteanty to 
the poor ? So labouring ye ought to fupport^ 
- the weak ; and to remember the words of the 

'Lord Jefus^ how hefaid^ Jt is more bleffed\to 

. (/>) Philijf . il. 5-8, {q)i Cor. X. i. (r) Rpm. xv;, 1—6. 
(i) Eph.v. »• (0 Col. iii. ij. • ' ' : ' 
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give than to receive {u). When St. Peter 
teaches men to be patient under injuries; 
what model does he propofe to them? If^ 
when ye^ do well cmdfufferfor it^ ye take it pa-- 
iientiy^ tins is acceptable with God. For Cbrifi 
olfo /tiered for us, leaving us an example that 
we/bwld follow his Jieps : who did no^Jin!^ 
neither ^was guile found in his mouth : who 
when be was reviled^ reviled not again ; when 
be fleeted, be threatened not (w). When the 
fame apoftle inculcates univerfal holinefs ; to 
whatilandard does he diredlthe thoughts of 
his followers ? As he, Jefus Chrift, which bath 
called you is holy ; fo be ye holy in idl manner 
of converfation (x). Is not the fame motive 
urged by St. John ? He^ that fait.hy he abidetb 
in Him, namely, in ChnA^ ought bim/elf al/b 
to walk even as He walked [y). And do not 
the faer^d writers hold up the name of Chrift 
as the great and conftantincitem^ent to all ho- 
linefs? Whatfoeveryedo. in word or in ,dee4^ 
do edl inthe^ name of the. Lord Jefus. Let God 
in dl things be glorifed ^tbrougb Je/iu: Cbri/l. 
Let eniery me that nameth tbenamtJif^brifl 
depart from iniquity [%)\- ^ 

If Ghrift has thus glorified^ if he has 
thus eftablifhed, ia its^^wideft extent, the 

(tf) AdSrZX. 35. (w) I Pet. ii. 20—23.., {k) i Pet.i. 15. 
[y) I John,ii. 6. (»XCol.iiui7. J Pet. iv- xi.-aTim.i!. 19. 

moral 
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moral law of God, by his fife, by his 
deatfaV by his perfonaJ inftrudions, and by 
ibe Holy Ghoft fpcaking by the mouth of his 
^poftles : how fatally do thofe unhappy men 
deceive themfelves who difcourfe of a miti- 
gated law ; who imagine that they are in any 
degree fet at liberty through Chrift from any 
one dbligation to univerfal holinefe, from any 
one branch or particle of moral duty* Shew 
me thy faith by thy works (^), if thou hoped to 
•enter into heaven. If the fruits of faith do 
not habitually appear in thy life j thine is not 
a faith which will jiiftify thee through Chrift. 
If thy deed^ are the deeds of darknefs ; thou 
belongeft to the kingdom of darknefs. If thou 
indulgefl thyfelf in any known fin ; thou art 
in bondage to the author of fiui CJntefs with a 
broken and contrite heart thou fleeft unto Jefus, 
add haft thy fruits through his Spirit unto ho- 
linefs ; thy end fhall not be everlafting life. 

5. Jefus Chrift, in the third piace, is the 
coriier-ftone of falvation. Other foundation can 
na man Jay [B). 7'here is no other name under 
bfidven^ given among men ^ whereby tbzy muji 
. befaved [c). Through him "we are juftified ; 
through him we are fandified ; through him 
we receive the inheritance of eternal life. 
In confequence of the finfulnefs and difobe- 

{m\ James, iL \%i {J>) i Cor. iix. 11. (c) Ads, iv.. 13. '. 
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dience of incna covenant of worlcs nece&rily 
terminates in death. jiU Jbmie fmned^ and 
comejbort of the glory of God: and by the deeds of 
tbelawJbaU noflejh bejiffiifi^dtitt bisjigkt {d)^ 
I'be wages of fin ^ of every fia, i/ death i/\i 
Every man iseads his otvn ruin in tBatlf^tf^ 
mendous denunciation ; Curfedis every eke tbiti 
contitmeth not in all things which are 'Arhten 
in the book of -the law to do tbem (f) J and 
looks forward with gloomy forebodings to 
the (inat fenteince on recotd againft all whd 
(hall remain under the curfe of the law : De^ 
part^ ye curfedy into everlq/lingfire {g). ' ' ' 
Chrift isthe mediator of a new and a bet<* 
ter covenant edabliOied in his own blood. 
He redeei^ed^ui-from the ourfepfthe laWy being 
made a eurf^for us ; that he might reconcile 
us to God bythe <:rofs (A}. He laid down 
his life of himfelf : no man took it from him: 
but he laid down his life of himfelf (/) ; that'all 
that believe in .him^ and prove thcit* faith by 
hojy obedience, (hould be clothed with his 
righceoufnefs, and receive, through the merits' 
of his atonement, pardon and eternal happinefs. 
He rofe from the dead, and (hewed himfelf 
again upon earth, for our jujiificatidn\k ^ : as a 

{d} Rom. lit 20 — zv (<) Rom. vi, 23^. James, ii. 10; II. 
(/) Gal ill. 10. {g) Matt. xxv. 41. {h) Gal. iii. ij^ 

(/) John, XV, i8. (i; Rom- iv. 25. * 
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decifive proof thatthe price which he had paid 
for human redemption was accepted ; that the 
divine juft ice was'appeafed by the fufFerings 
which, as the furety of man, he had fuftained ; 
that mercy and reconciliation through ^ him 
were freely offered to all mankind ; that he 
ever liveth to make interceffion for us ; that 
he has the keys of death and the grave, that 
to him all judgement is committed; that he has 
all power in earth and heaven. Through him 
w? have acc^fs tothe Father. He is the way, 
and the truth, ajid the; life: and no man cometh 
unto the Father but by Him (/). Through 
Him alone we obtain the regenerating fandi- 
fication of the Holy dioft. If we are bom 
again of water' and of the Spirit ; emblemati- 
cally of water, fubftantially of the Spirit ; and 
are thus rendered capable of entering into the 
kingdom of God {m}y thdit Spirit is the Spirit 
of Chrift, and is fent forth by Chrift from the 
Father («). If w^ arefaved by the wajbing of 
regeneration and the renewing of the HolyChoft ; 
that influence of the Holy Ghoft is Jbed on 
us abundantly through Jtfus Chrift ouT' Sa-- 
^lour (o). If we eome forth from our graves 
to the refurre&ion of life ; it is becaufe Chrift ^ 

f/) Eph-ef.ii.i8. John, xiv 6* (m) John^iii. 5. 

(a) Rom viii,.gr John, xr. 26. {•) Tit. iii. 5,6. 
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liveth that we fliall Uvj9 alfo (/). If we arc 
admitted into the oianfions of his Father; 
it is becapfe He is gone before to prepjure 
a place for us (q). Well thereforp /pake tbp 
voice of prophecy, when God announced 
beforehand the future coining of his Son in 
the flefti ; Rejoice greatly , daughter ofZlon : 

Jldout^ Q 4a^ghter ofjerufalcm ! Behold^ thy 
King fonutb unto tbcaj He isjujly and having 

Jaluation. J will place falvation in Zion for 
IfraeL , / ^iU alfo give thee for a light unto the 
GentUef^ i bat thou mayefi bfi my falvation unto 
the ends of the earth (r). Well do the facred 
writers, erf", the New Tcft amen t cclebwte the 
Lord Jefus i^^nder the name pf a Horn offals 
vation^ the: Captain of our falvation {/)• . Well 
might that glorious, and countlefs multitude 
feen by St. Jphn before the throne of God 
and of Chf ift ; a great multitude which no man 
could number y of all nations and kindreds^ and 
peoples, aj^d^ tongues^ clothed with white robes ^ 
and pahpsi^ their hands ;. well might they cry 
with a Ic^d yoice^.whUe the furrounding hofls 
of angfls fell, down pn their faces and wor- 
(hipped^ Salvation to oiir God and unto the 
iMmb^ij^]^ .IVIy brethren,, HowfhalLwe efcape^ 
if we negleEl fo great falvation \u^? 

{p) John, V. 29. xiv. 1 9. {7) John, xiv. 2. (r) Zech. ir. 9. 
Ifaiahtxlvi. 13. xlix 6. (/) Luke, i. 69. Hcb. ii. to. 

[t) Rev. VU.9 — 12. (») Heb. ii. 3. 
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II. i. Thus then we are lo look to Jefus 
Chrift as the corner- ftonc of our faith, of our 
praQice, of our juftification, of our fandific^- 
tioh, of our hopes of pardon and eternal life. 
He who builds on that comer-ftone, builds on 

t fure rock : he who believes on Chrift fliall 

•■ ■ . 

hot be confounded. 

. Chrlfi^ faith the apoftle, is able tofave to the 

uttermoji them that come unto God by bim {«;)• 

He is head over all things to his church, 

ipvhich he purchafed with his own blood. H& 

has declared that the gates of hell fhall not 

prevail ftgainft it. Fear not^ little fiock^ faid he 

to his^ difciples : for it is your Father s good 

pleafure to give you the kingdom [x). Into that 

univerfal church he invites all- mankind. Go 

into all the world; and preach thegojpelto every 

creature. Come unto me^ all ye that labour and < 

hre heavy laden ; and I will give you rejl. Take 

my yoke upon you^ and ye Jhalljind reft to your 

fouls. Him that cometb unto me^ 1 will in no 

wife^qft put [y). For the Scripture f^ith^ as 

St/Paul fubjoins, iphofoever believetb on Him 

Jhall not he ajhamed. For there is no difference 

between 'the Jew and the Greek ; for the fame 

tlord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.^ 

\i>) Het). vil. 25. (jc) Luke, xil. 32, (j^) Mark, 

XVI.. 15, Miiti. xi. i*8, 29. .-John, vi.37. . : . 

4 . - ■' -:. For 
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Far HJubofoever Jball call upon the name of the 

Lord Jball be faved (js). Believe then in tha 

Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou (halt be faved [a\ 

Haft thou a true and lively- faith in Chrift • 

not a barren and dead faith, influencing only 

thy underftanding ; but a genuine and living 

faith, governing thy heart, and proving its 

own reality by ftedfaft holinefs of life ? Thy 

faith has already brought thee into the way of 

falvation. Perfevere in the fame faith unto 

death, and thou (halt obtain falvation. For 

be tbat endureth unto the end^ the fame Jhall be 

faved (3). My Jheep^ faith the Lord Jefus, 

bear my voice; and t know them^ and they foU 

low me. And t give unto them eternal life ; 

and tbey Jball never perijhy neither Jhall any 

pluck them out of my hand [c). If, as Noah 

fled to thd ark, thou haft fled for refuge from 

deftrudlion to thy Saviour; and if thou proveft, 

by hearing his voice and following him, that 

thou contihueft in his fheep-fold : thefe pro- 

mifes it^ made unto thee. Chrift, the good 

ihepherd, will not permit the powers of dark- 

nefa to pluck thee from thence by violence : 

and be will afford thee grace fufficient, if thou 

wilt feek and employ it aright, to preferve thee 

from abandoning his fold of thyfelf. He 

(•} Rom. z. 11^23. (tf) Ads, xvi. 31, 

\(i) Matt. z. 22. \c) JoliOy z* a7i 28. 
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will not fufFer iKee to be tempted above that 
which thoM art able to fuftain y but with the 
femptation will alfo make a way to efcape^ 
that thou mayeft be able to bear it. He will 
fo overrule the events of thy life, that all things 
ihall work together to thee for good in the 
end, becaufe thou loveft God and thy Re- 
deemer. "When he chaftens thee, he will think . 
upon mercy. When diftrefs and anguifli are , 
ready to overpower thee j he will fill thy he^rt . 
with the peace of God, which paffeth all uiir. 
derftanding. He will ftrengthen thee upon the . 
bed'of languiftiing ; he will make all thy bed 
in thy ficknefs. When thou walked through; 
the valley of the fliadow of death, thou fhalf . 
fear no evil ; for he ftiall be with thee, his rod , 
and his ftafF fliall comfort thee, When tho« 
ftandeft: before his throne of judger&ent, he- 
will acknowledge thee for his fervant. He 
will interpofe his atonement between thee 
and condemnation. He will cover thy un*. 
worthincfs with his merits j he will array thee 
in his righteoufnefs. He will change thy vile, 
body, that it may be fafliioned like unto his^ 
glorious body, according to the working . 
whereby he is able even to fubdue all things 
unto himfelf. He will fay unto xhtf:^[Com^^ 
thou hleffed of my Father i inherit the king^- 
dox^ prepared for thee from the foundation of 

the 
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the world (d). He will caufe thee to reiga 
with, him for ever and ever. 

My jbrethren, if thefe are bleffings worthy 
of ypur purfuit ; remember through whom 
alotie they are to be obtained. Remember Jefus 
Chrift, the Author and Finifher of your faith ; 
Jefus Chrift your Legiflator and your King ; 
Jefus Chrift your propitiatory facrifice ; Jefus 
Chrift the Lord of life, the Giver of falvation. 
Take^your part with him. Gonfecrate your- 
felyts to his fefvice. Stand forth as his fol- 
diers in the face of an unrighteous world. If 
you af€ not with Chrift, you are againft hira. 
There is no middle path. If you are not his 
friends ; you are the friends of the world, 
the fiefli and the devil. If religion is any 
thing, it js every thing. If you make reli- 
gion a fecondary concern ; you are not reli- 
gious. If it be not your prevailing defire and 
ftudy day by day to walk in the faith of Chrift, 
and to manifeft your love and fear of God 
through his Son by humble, watchful, refo- 
lute and perfevering holinefs ; you are not 
religious; Look well then to yourfelves ; for 
eternity is at ftake. 

4. Tftbc^ righteous fcarcely befaved; if even 
thdeperlbns, whofe hearts the Spirit of fandir 
ficstibn has turned unto hoUnefs, mourn un|p 

{d) Matt. txv. 34, 

C2 the 
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the clofe of life linder the burden of corrup- 
tions flill unfubdued ; and experience, until 
the moment when they grafp in death their 
unfading crown of vidlory, the difficulties 
and the dangers of their Chriftian warfare : 
wherejball the ungodly and the Jinner appear {e) ! 
What fhall be the doom of the enemies of 
Ghrift i of thofe who refufe to build on that 
corner- ftone which the hand of God has 
planted for falvation ! They fhall be con- 
founded for ever. The ftone which 'the 
^ builders rejedted is became the head-ftone of 
^ the cotner, Whofoever Jhall fall on this Jlone^ 
J^all be broken .* but on tvhomfoever ttjhcdlfalt 
it Jhall grind him to powder (f). 

Confidery whoever thou art, who art un^ 
godly md a ftnner I Confider whether this 
prophetic warning of the deftrudlion which 
hangs over thine head, and over the heads of 
all who refemble thee, has not already re- 
ceived in many memorable inftances comple- 
tion fo.deqifive in the prefent world, as to give 
thee full affurance that the judgements beyond 
tfee tomb, which are revealed as awaiting the 
impenitent, fhall be accomplifhed to the ut-* 
tcrmoft. Suppofe, in the latter days of the 
Evattgelift St. John, one of his youthful dif- 
ciple$ at Ephefus, aftei* hearing a recital of 

(*J 1 Pet. iv. i8. (f) Pr. cx^'iil 22. Matt, xxl 42. 44. 

the 
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the life and fufferings of Chrift, to have en- 
quired of -the aged apoftle concerning the 
tvtvitj^ which had befallen the moft diftin- 
guifhed adverfaries of his Lord. " Did He- 
rod, who fought to mv^rder the new-born Sa- 
riour at Bethlehem, defcend to the grave in 
■ peace?" " He died, fmitten by the hand of 
God, in agony and defperation ; baffled in his 
attempt, to cut fliort his miferable exiftence ; 
worn away by the lingering horrors of a dif- 
cafe unexampled in loathfomenefs and an- 
guifli (^)." What vengeance overtook the 
traitor Judas !" " He perilhed by his own 
band !" " What was the end of 4hat other 
wretch of the name of Herod, by whom 
Chrift, a (hort time before his. crucifixion, was 
derided ?" "He was ftripped by the Roman 
emperor of his property and of his kingdom, 
and was driven into perpetual exile {b). 
" What befel the iniquitous judge, Pontius 
Pilate ?" " Recalled in difgrace from his go- 
vernment, and condemned to banidiment, he 
took away his own life." ** The city of Jeru- 
i^lem, which nailed its King to the crofs ; 
;does it furvive ?" " Not one ftone of it is left 
upon another !" ** Where is now the Jewifli 
nation?" " Cut off by unequalled calamities ; 

{g) Jofephi Opera /edit. Hiidf. voL n. p. ^6S. 770, Sec. 
i^b) Ibid. p. 820. 1067. 
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of fcittercd in bondage and infamy over the ^ 
fact bf the earth!" Within the fpan of St. « 
Jbh'n's life all thefe examples of divine juftice ^ 
aftd thlth were difplayed. What if we con- « 
tinue the eriquiry lov^er? What befel the ji 
Roiiian empire; which firft fhed the blood ' 
of the Matter, and then perfecuted his fol- 
lowers? It bowed to theftandard of the crofs ; 
it dUhbnoured by fm the Chriftian profeffion ; 
atfd was fwept away by the deluge of barba- 
tians which the Dragon, ** the Old Serpent/* 
is reprefehted in the book of Revelations as 
Having poured forth for the deftrudion of the 
Chriftian church. But were thofe pagan in- 
leaders permitted a^long triumph over Chriffi- 
anity ? The earth opened her mouthy and fwal^ 
hvotd up the jiood [i)l Their names are nearly 
vanlfhed from remembrance ; nation after 
'ilktibn ipeedily wbrfhipped vntbin the pale 
6f the church which it came to defttoy ; and 
iimohg their defcendents, deeply as the^ majo- 
rity of them has been futik for many ages in 
the bitter dregs of a corrupted religion, are 
tohtiounA peoples and languages eminent for 
evangelical purity of faith. What is the pre- 
fent ftate of thofe pre-eminent antagomfts of 
JefuB, the votaries- of the Papacy and of Ma- 
homet I To the fervants of Jcfus they are ftill 

formidable 
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/ fermid^le foei* They have not yet fulfilled 
I the appointed period, to the cpnclufioa of 
which, conformably to the difkates of Pro- 
phecy^ they fhall have power to affli£t the faiats 
«^- the Moft High, ^nt the Jioncy which ^ in, 
lh6 vifions ^f Daniel, was cut out of the moufp- 
tain without hands ^ Jloall afluredly. /^r(?w^ a 
great mountain^ and Jh all fill the whole earth [j)\ 
Ho*?ever tremendous may be the temporary 
triumphs in referve for papal Rome; even 
^ow we behold her, after the lapfe of centuries, 
ftaggerifig under that concuflion which was 
a prelude to her irrecoverable fall. , Even 
already we behold in the waning crefceni of 
Mahomet the tokens of its ppxpetual exting- 
tioru Even already we begin, to exclaim, in 
the rapturous anticipations of affured ,and ex- 
ulting hope; "Great and marvellous are thy 
** works, Lord God Almighty ! Juft and true 
" ate thy ways,. thou King of .faints^ W^'e 
" pfaife thee, we blefs thee, we glorify thee ; 
^ We acknowledge thee to be the Lord* 
" Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hofts ! 
** The whole earth is filled with thy glory ! 
'^ King of kings, and Lord of lords ! 
** Thou haft taken unto thee, thy great 
^ power, and haft reigned. The., kingdoms 
** of t^s world are be.come the kingdoms of 

O'jDaniel, if. 34,35.45. 
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" our Lord and of his Chrift ; and He (hall 
?* reign for ever and ever (i)/* 

In the face of thefe admonitory dcmonftra- 
tipns of the truth of the divine threatenings 
againft tranfgreflbrs, prefumeft thou to think, 
O ungodly finner ! that thou (halt efcape the 
judgement of Ood ? Knoweft thou not that 
after thy hardnefs and impenitent heart, 
thou art treafuring up to thyfelf wrath againft 
the day of wrath ? Flames and vengeance, 
tribulation and anguifh, fhall be upon every 
foul of man that doeth evil. The ftone, at 
which thoi;i ftumbleft, ftial| fall on thee^ an4 
grind thee to powder. Mercy has be^n prefled 
upon thee, bleflings have been heaped uppn 
jthee, in vaiii. The counfels of-Ood for thy 
falvation thou haft rejedted. The blood of 
thy Redeemer thou haft defpifed. The Spirit 
pf grace thou haft grieved. The chain,s of 
fin are multiplying around thee. The fliades 
of deat^h eterqal are ^ chafing oyier thy hcajd. 
Yet now, even now, it is not too late. Thy 
Saviour ftill waiteth to be grapiou§. He ftiU 
invites, ftill encourages, thee to fly to liin> for 
pardon and deliveranp? and peace. To-day, 
if ever thou wilt hear his voice, harden not 
thy heart. The prefent call may be thy laftt 
Arife, and flee for thy life. "' 

(i) Rev. xir 17. xy« 3.. xvi. 7. xix. 16. Ifatah, vi. 3. 
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^ SERMON IL . I 

The Chriftian Method of Juftificatidti ex- 
plained and vindicated. ";* * 



Romans, ill. 20 — 22. 

Jfy /i&/r ^/f^^// of the law there Jh all no jicjb He 
jujlified in his fight : for hy the law is 'the 
knowledge of Jin. But no%v the righieoufnejs 
cfGod without the law is manifejted^ hang 
^voitnejfed by the law and the prophets ; even 
tlbe right eoufnefs of God which is by faith of 
JefusCbriJl. 

npO tjnderftand the valne of a benefit, we 
muft eftimate not only its intrinfic 
amount, but the amount alfo of evil which 
it mitigates or removes. If a diftreflcd man 
would appreciate the real worth of a donation 
beftowed upon him j let him confider tj^ic 
mifery from which it refcues his family and 
himfelf no lefs carefully than the pofitivc 
i:omfort8. which it .enables hiin to procure. If 
*i a criminal, 
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a criminal, reftored by the clemency of his 
fovcreign to freedom, would become fenfiWe 
of the extent of the gift ; in computing the 
enjoyments of liberty, let him not forget the 
fuperfeded horrors of a dungeon. On the 
iame principle ought every man to form his 
judgement, who is defirous to contemplate in 
their full importance the mertries of God in 
the plan of redemption^ Together with the 
ftate into which he is raifed, let him labour to 
tomprehend that from which he is delivered. 
With the glories of life everlafting;- let him 
contr^ft the blacknefs of eternal death. 

It was by this principle that the condudl of 
the apodle Paul was aduated, when hQ ad* 
dreffcd his epiftle to the Romans. His pri- 
mary object was to convince them that all 
mankind, Je^ws and Gentiles, were alike guilty 
before God; and could look for pardon and 
for eternal happinefs only through JefusChrift. 
St. Paul well kndw with what unwillingncfs 
men acknowledge a dod:rine, which (lands in 
direft oppofition' to the pride of heart fo 
deeply rooted in our fallen nature. Ho knew 
jhe eager nel^> the obftinacy, which we are all 
difpofed to manifeftj in confiding more or lefs 
upon our own righteoufnefs ; the earneftneft 
with which we flrain to (hut our eyes againft 
unwelcome convidion ; the pains which we 

*8 employ 
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employ to twift and explain away the tnean^ 

ittg of the Scriptures, in order to efcape the 

bumiliating nec'cflity of confeffing our owdi 

4iitter unworthinefs and depravity in the fight 

€>f our Lord and Judge. In feveral of the 

early chapters therefore of this epiftle, and 

aftermrds in the feyenth and the eighth, 

he dwells with marked anxiety on this moft 

important truth j — that any man who (houtd 

be tried by his own « works, by his own de- 

fervings, muft inevitably perifh. Until an 

humble recognition of this truth be extorted 

from U8 by a confcioufnefs of our guilt ; we 

never fhall be perfuaded to fly with godly 

JFear and truly penitent hearts to the crofs of 

Chrift for falvation. TJbey that are wboky faid 

our Lord ,to the felf-righteous Pharifees, need 

not apbj^cian ; but they that arejickia). They 

who are not aware of their fpiritual n^ialadies, 

defpife and rejed the Saviour who offers, and 

who alone is able to heal thern. But they 

whofe eyes are opened ; they who arc petie- 

traited with a true fenfe of their deplbrable 

'Condition by nature and by tranfgreffion, and 

fed that they are completely unable to deliver 

theififelves from the juft anger of God ; will 

throw themfelves with joy at the feet of their 

Redeenjcr,^ arid, with humble and grateful 

' {a) Luke, r. 3!. 

hearts, 
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hearts, \yill accept the bleffings which he offers 
to beftow. They will receive him as their 
JLord ; they will adore him as their Saviour ; 
they, under the guidance of the Spirit of grace^ 
?2irill believe in Him, will love Him, and will 
Jkeep his commandments. They will walk in 
Chrift Jefus^ not after the flejh^ but after the 
jSpirit : and to them there will be no condem^ 
nation {b\ 

It fhall be my endeavour, in the prefent 
difcourfe, to explain to you, from feveral dif^- 
tin£t confiderations, the nature, and the tranfi- 
cendent mercy, of juftification through Chrift. 

' I. Cbnfider, in the firft place, the inherent 
And perfect and neceflary holinefs of the di^ 
vine law. 

What is the view which the Scriptures 
difplay of the perfedtions of Him who gave 
the law ? God is eternal :* .He is aJlr 
powerful : He knoweth all things.: He: is 
every where prefent: He is * the Author 
and Giver of all . good. But is there not 
yet another attribute of the Godhead ; a^ 
attribute of primary concern to man ? Qf 
the perfections which the Scriptures afcribe 
to God, the moft glorious is perfed ho- 
linefs. Hear on this fubjeft the didates.qf 

. , . (^) Rom. viii. I. 

Infpiratloij. 
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jEstplalncd and Vindicated.^ ^ ^ i^ 

Infpirafcioft* ; ^ht Lord am- God! is boly^ ffoij 

and reverend js bis Name. T£ere is none bol^ 

as the Lord. Who is like unto tbee^ Lord^ 

glorious in bolinefs I Tbou only^ Lordy art 

holy. God is pure^ and every word of God i^^ 

fure^ . Tbe Lord is righteous in all his w^ys^ 

and bqly in all bis works. God. car^not kc 

tempted witjs evil (r). WJben Chrift, on tbp 

evening which preceded his cruci^ion,:, 

opened th^ fulnefs of his heart before Qpd ; 

he addrefled Him by the nam^e of JRagbtequs 

Fatber^ Holy Fatber [d). Wh^n Ifaiah* in h\% 

vifiqn f^w the Seraphim flanding befbrie , the 

throne of Jehovah, and covering their faces 

with their* • wings frdm, the glory of his pre? 

fence ; he heard them crying one to^ another^ 

with voices which (hook the pillars of the 

temple, Holy^ holy^boly^ is tbe Lnrd of Hojis^ [e). 

-WheanSt.'John beheld the four livings cra^- 

twes^ the repreientatives of an innumerspblc 

company of ', Saints,' fun^oundibg the tkcone 

of the Omnipotent; he heard > them pour 

forth in the fame language their nevei^ceafu^g 

praifes. VCbey reft Hot day and nigbt^Jaying^ 

Holy^ boly^ bdy^ Lord God Ahnigbty (f). 

Since Godjthen is a Gcniof perfeft holineftj 
the laws which he gives to bis creatures muft 

(r) Lev. xix* i. Pf. cxi.9. i Sam. li 2. Exod. xv. 1 1. 

Rev. XV. \4 Prov. xxx. 5. i John, iii. 3. Pf. cxlv. 17, 

Jamesi i. 13. [d) John, xvii. II. 25. (f) Ifaiah, 
vi. 3. (f} Rev. iv. «. 

neceflarilv 
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flcccflarily be holy. From a holy God, nothing 
except that which is holy can proceed. Well 
do the Scriptures proclaim ; The fiatutes of 
the Lord are right. Thy law^ Lord^ is the 
truth ; and thy judgements are righteous. The 
law of God is holy : and bis commandmenti 
are holy and juji and good [g). You cannot 
examine with attention the law of God, 
without perceiving its holinefs. The worfliip 
which he requires of you, is holy worfhip. 
It is the worfhip of an humble, devout, and 
pious heart. God is a Spirit : and you are 
to worfliip him in fpirit and in truth. The 
eondudfc which he requires you to obferve 
one towards another is, in every refped, ac- 
cording to holinefs. You are to be in alt 
your dealings true, and faithful, and juft. 
You are to be filled with good-will towards - 
all men ; to be kind, liberal, tender-hearted, 
forgiving, long-fufFering, peaceable, meel^ 
gentle. In the government of yourfelvet, 
you arc to be temperate, contented, chafte, 
and pure. Not only your actions^ but your 
words alfo, and ^our moil fecret thoughts, are 
to be holy. In all things, you are taabftain 
even from the appearance of evil. Himce in - 
the New Teflament Chriftians are iaid to be 



(x) Pfklin xlx. 8. cxix. 142.* 160.'' Rom. vju ia. 

* calkd 
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called with an holy calling : and are exhorted 
to be hofy and unblamable : to have their fruit 
unio bolihejfs ; to perfedl holinefs in the fear of 
06d{h). Hence too it is folemnly declared, that 
wUhqut holinefs no tnanjballfee the Lord (/). 

'II. Tlie next point for your confideration 
is this : Whether you h^ve faithfully kept 
in fcvery particular this holy law of God) 
"Without hefitation, you confefs that you 
have not. You confefs that you have broken 
it times without number. You confefs that ia 
thought, or in word, or in deed, you are 
breaking: it every ^ay. You confefs that you 
have experienced the acquifition of that per* 
fc6t holirlefs, which it requires, to be by your 
own ftrength unattainable; that although you 
fee and know the path of duty, you are con-i- 
tinuaHy deviating into a contrary courfe ; that 
the good which you perceive that you ought 
to do, the good which you wifli to do, you do 
not ; that the evil which you difapprove, the 
evil which you are defirous of avoiding, you 
commit. You confefs that fin befets you at 
all times, on every fide in a thoufand fhapes, 
and is f«rpetually gaining fome advantage over 
you. You confefs that under the influence of 
a corrupt nature, and the force of temptation, 

{h) 2 Tim. i. 9. Col. i. 2%. Rom. vi, a%, 2 Cor. vil. 1. 
(i) Het). xii. 14^ 

you 
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you cannot hope to obey the law oFGod 
any tolei'able degree for the future^ if yoii arc ■ 
left to yourfclf. Are you unwilling to aoTance ^ 
to the full length of this avowal ? An avowal 
izx lefs ample would fuffice to cftablifli tHc * 
concluiion to which we are approaching. Btlit ' 
every one of us, my brethren, who has at- 
tained any fubftintial knowledge of himfelf/ 
and has learned to profit by the lefibns of his ' 
own experience, will join in the preceding 
confeffion with deep humility and felf-abafe- 
ment. It is a confeilion which the fcripturet 
declare. to belong to every individual of the 
human race. They defcribe the nature which 
we have all inherited from our forefather * 
Adam as fo thoroughly Corrupted by his rcr 
bellion againft God, and his Aibmiffion to the 
endcements and the dominion of the devil ; 
that of ourfelvcs; we not only are unable to 
fulfil the law of Godi^ but are alienated from 
him, at enmity with him, averfe to holinefs, 
prone to fin. Moft truly therefore do they 
pronounce, that all bavejinned and comejbort 
of the glory of God: that every mouth isjlopptd^ ' 
and all the world is become guilty before God: 
and that by the deeds, of the law there Jhall no 
fejb bejuftified in bis fight \k). 

(i) Roixi.iil. 19,20. 23. 

Confidcr 
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- Gonfider now the geflerll nature of a law* 
A law points Out certain dudes to be per*- 
formed ; promtfes protection, perhaps reward, 
to thofe who fulfil its demands; and de- 
nounces wrath and punifhment againft all 
who {hall in any point be guilty of difobedi- > 
etice* It is thus that the law of God deals 
with mabkind. It enjoins on men the perfor- 
mance of all thofe duties, which are neceflary 
to coafUtute perfed holinefs ; duties, many 
d which are difclofed to every man by the 
light of confcience, and all of them are clearly 
ftated in the law itfelf* It promifes life to 
every perfon, who (hall fully perform the 
whole of that holinefs towards Gt)d, and to- 
wards man, which it exadls from all mankind* 
The man^ it faith, that doetb them^ Jball live by 
tbem (/). But what if a man falls (hort in 
fome particular ? He lofes the benefit of the 
promife ; and muft fubmit to the confequences 
of his tranfgreffion. Curfedy faith the fcrip- 
ture. Cuffed is every one that contintieth not in 
all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them [m). The law of God requires 
perfeB obedience* To perfedi obedience it 
promifes the reward of life. Agsdnft thofe who 
tranfgrefs in any point it denounces the pu- 
nifhment of eternal death. Sin is thetranf-^ 

(/) Gal. ill. 12. (m) Gsdr iii^ lo. 

Vol. L D ^ejion 
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you cannot hope to obey the law of God fa 
any toicf able degree for the future^ iFyoii ar^; 
left to yourfclf . Are you un willing to adTahcc ^ 
to the full length of this avowal? An afowaf ' 
hi lefs ample would fuffice to eftablJfli tHc " 
concluiion to which we are approaching. Bflt" 
every one of U5, my brethren, who has at- 
tained any fubftintial knowledge of himfelf/ 
and has learned to profit by the lefibns of hpj "' 
own expciience, will join in the preceding 
confeffion with deep humility and felf-abafe-' 
mcnt. It is a confeilion which the fcripturei 
declare. to belong to every individual of the 
human race. They defcribe the nature which 
we have all inherited from our forefather ' 
Adam as fo thoroughly Corrupted by his rcr 
bellion againft God^ and his Aibmiffion to the 
enticements and the dominion of the devil ; 
that of ourfelvcs; we not only are unable to 
fulfil the law of God^ but are alienated from 
him, at enmity with him, averfe to holinefs, 
prone, to fin. Moft truly therefore do they 
pronounce, that all bavejinned and comejbort 
of the glory of God : that every mouth Isjlopptd^ ' 
and all the world is become guilty before God: 
and that by the deeds, of the law there fo all no 
fejbbejuflijied in bisftgbt {k). 

(i) Roixi. iii. 19,20. 213. 

Confidcr 
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- Gonfider now the geflerll nature of a law. 
A law points Out certain duties to be pef- 
formed ; promifes protection, perhaps reward, 
to thoie who fulfil its demands; and de- 
nounces wrath and punifhment againft all 
wfaa (hall in any point be guilty of difobedi- 
etice* It is thus that the law of God deals 
with mankind. It enjoins on men the perfor- 
mance of all thofe duties, which are neceflary 
to conftitute perfedl holinefs ; duties, many 
of which are difclofed to every man by the 
light of confcience, and all of them are clearly 
dated in the law itfelf. It promifes life to 
every perfon, who (hall fully perform the 
whole of that holinefs towards God, and to- 
wards man, which it exadls from all mankind* 
Hbe num^ it faith, thai doetb tbem^ JbaU live by 
tbem (/). But what if a man falls (hort in 
fome particular? He lofes the benefit of the 
promife ; and muft fubmit to the confequences 
of his tranfgrelfion. Curfed^ faith the fcrip- 
ture. Cuffed is every one that continuetb not in 
all things wbicb are written in tbe book oftbe 
law to do tbem [m\. The law of God requires 
perfeS obedience* To perfedi obedience it 
promifes the reward of life. Againft thofe who 
tranfgrefs in any point it denounces the pu- 
nifhment of eternal death. Sin is tbetranf^ 

(/) Gal. ill. 12. (m) Gal. iii, lo. 

Vol, L D iprejjion 
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grejfton^ of the law : and the wages of fm is 
dcath{n). 
, Obfervcv then the fituation in which you, 
, and I, and all men ftand' by nature with re- 
fped to the law of God. He has placed be^ 
fore us a law of perfsdt hoUnefs ; and has com- 
raanded us to obey it. We have not qnXf 
fallen fliort of perfed obedience ; but hjfcyS. 
become in numberlefs refpedts miferable tkijg 
ners, laden with iniquity^ tranfgre/Ting daily 
in thought, in word, and in deed. We have 
become thus fmful, not neceflarily, but wil- 
fully: not neceflarily; for St. Paul .declares 
that even the Gentiles, who had not the writ- 
ten word oi God in their hands, were alto* 
gether inexcufable for their tranfgreflioas, be- 
caufe they liftened not to the law of God wriu 
ten in their confciences (o). We have become , 
thus tinful wilfully : having poffefled not only 
the light of confcience, but the book of God ; 
having knowingly difbbeyed his law ; having 
/yielded with open eyes to the inftigation of 
our depraved nature, and the artifices of our 
fpiritual foe. We have failed*, lamentably 
failed, as to that perfed: obedience, to w:hich 
alone the law promifed the reward of life. We 
have continually committed, and are conti- 
nually repeating, offences againft the law ; for 

(«}. I JohB, ill. 4 Roifi. vi. 23. (0) Rom. i. J9---21. 32- 

ever;i^ 
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every one of which the law denounces the pe- 
nalty of eternal death. 

The law promifed reward to perfed obedi- 
ence : but it promifed not pardon to tranf- 
greffion. Man, ever inclined to prefumptuous 
murmuring againft God, is ready to exclaim 
that the law was rigorouB and cruel. Rigo- 
rous and cruel, becaufe it did not hold forth 
pardon to thofe who ftiould wilfully break it ! 
Do human laws hold forth pardon to thofe 
who wilfully break them? Is it confiftent 
vaxh the nature of a Jaw to hold forth pardon 
to tranlgreflbrs ? Would a law which pro- 
mifed pardon to thofe who fhould break it be 
likely to procure obedience ? Would a wife 
legiflator among men ena£t fuch a law ? Could 
you expeft a wife and holy God to promul- 
gate fuch a law ? The law of God denounces 
vengeance againft all who break it: and you 
and I and'all men have broken it. If we en- 
tertain any hopes of pardon, we muft look 
for it from fome other quarter. We mUft 
look for it, if we look for it at all, from the 
undcferved mercy of the LegUlator : but in 
the law itfelf, it is unreaforiable and impoffi- 
ble to expefl: to find forgivenefs. 

But y^Qu complain that a fmgle tranfgreffion 

fhould entail the forfeiture of all the bleffings 

which might other wife have been derived 

D 2 under 
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under the law 1 The fad with which you arc 
diflatisBed is unqueftionable : a iiogle tranf- 
grefRon eatails a complete forfeiture. And 
liow (lands the fad: in the cafe of humap 
Uws? He who tran%reires agalnft.a tingle 
claqfe of a fingle a£t of parliament ; is he pot 
puniflied, and juftly punifhed, for difbbeying 
that claufe,evcii thotigh he may have pundku- 
ally regard«d every other claufe of thatpaxti- 
cular ftatute, and every claufe of every. dtbcr 
fiatute \ If' death itfelf be the penalty denoaQ- 
ced againd ali, who ihould violate tl^at Qatutc ; 
is he not juftly punifhed with death ? ; Do 
you complain then, becaufe God, in delive- 
ring for your obfervance hia holy law^ has 
adopted a principle, the equity of which, 
when adopted by the law of your country, 
you recognif(| every day ? Do you complain, 
becaufe God has eftabliflied the divine law on 
that foundation, which the univcrfal coofent 
of mankind acknowledges as the only bafis, 
on which any human law can efficacioufly be 
refted ? Wbofoeyer Jhall keep the ^wboU lav^ 
and yet offend in one pointy he is guilty ofaUipy 
Whofopver offends againft any one precept 
of the divine law, offends againft tfee whole 
law, of which thstt precept is A tonllititent 
part J and againft the fovereignty of tKri^Legif- 

{p) Janies, ii, to, li. ' " • 

lator^ 
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Istor, who has cnjoinrcd the uniform obfer- 
vancfe of every part of bis law : ami deferved- 
ly forfeits all the blclfings which were annex-- 
edonfy to the faithful obfervance of the whole. 
He who fins againft any one branch of any 
one ftatiite, fins againft the whole legiflative 
tuthorky of his country^, from which every* 
ftatot« derives its obligatory power. By de- • 
fpifm^ that authority in any one of iis in- 
jnft^iond, he proves himfelf devoid of the dif- 
pofifion^ of a good fubjed : he lofes aU titler 
to t*ie prbtedion of his country,. and. faljs un^ 
-dcr the feverity of her jufticei Andrhe who 
wilfully violates in any one inftaqce the law 
of. that Legiflator, who, when he faid, {* Do 
not commit adultery/' faid alfoj "Do no« 
kill;** who, When he commanded- the ob£eir^ 
vance of his law in one pointy cqualty com-* 
manded the ofeferHrance of it in all : fina againft 
'• Ae fupremc lV4^jefty of Heaven ; fliews jiim^ 
figif deftitute of the temper of a true Chriftian ; 
juftly forfeits the favour, and incurs the ven-^ 
-geance* of his God* 

.' ja^ut you reply that, in feme cafes, if the un- 

...happy man who, by offending againft* one 

::JMHinai]'4ariv:, h^s tendered himfelf obnoxious 

..it«*,fJiiolihment, fhail have been afliduous ia 

:|)»:djrfb¥yance of 'the reii of the laws of the 

Iknd^ he is difcharged- from punifhment. 

-**• . D3 Dif. 
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Difcharged from punifhment ! How , is he 
difcharged from it? He receives pardon by. 
an a^ of grace. Does he prcfume to claim 
pardon as a debt ? Does he demand it as his 
right, becaufe, though he has broken one fta-; 
tnte, he has obeyed many ? He fues for it as 
an emanation of free mercy : and as an enxa- 
nation of free mercy his fovereign beftowsat* 
Now contemplate the divine adminiftratioft;, 
and behold the refiftlefe force with whicbr 
your argument turns againft yourfelf, God 
is willing to pardon not in few and pxtraor- 
dinaryinftances, but in every inftance. He 
does npt wait to be entreated j but fpontaneouf- 
ly i)frer8ito every offender forgivenefs and life, 
eternal. When he offers unmerited bleffings^* 
ihaU> he not. offer them in his own method^ 
on his. own terms ? If you fcek for pardon j 
f?ek it not. i^^ the law, from which it is .im.- 
pofliWe that you fhould obtain it.., Seek il 
from; the free mercy of God; and fe^k it.io 
tha^t chanpel, through which alone he ha^.^de? 
creed ;that his mercy fhall bedifpenfed*. i , 

III. Bttt previoufly confider farther^ whfjt 
Urong rca£bi»5 there might naturally have be^ 
for ?ipprehenfijcm^ that the punifhment w|xic)i 
cor fins deferved wpuld be inflicted jin its 
krgefl extent. Recoiled; the holiQefs of God; 

Recoiled 



Explained' and Vindicated. - 39 

Recoiled that a holy Qod muft abhor fin and 
finncrs. Evil^ faith the fcripture, Jhall not 
dwell with God^ He is of purer eyes than tb 
heboid iniquity. He hateth all the ^workers of 
iniquity. The way of tht wicked^ the thoughts 
of the wicked^ the facrifce and prayer of the 
wicked^ are an abomination unto the Lord {q). 
What then could the wicjfced have naturally 
expeded but death an4 mifery ? Remember 
too the juftice of God. To fne^ faith the Lordf 
helongeth vengeance and recompenih I will 
render vengeance to mine enemies (r). By fin 
afl mankind were become the enemies of God j 
and'liad no claim to efcapethe extremity of 
his juftice. Remember likewife the fbvc-^ 
reignty of God over all hrs creatih-es. Wa6 
it to be 6xpeded that the Sovereign t)f the 
Univerfe would petmit fin, which I's rebellion 
againft Wtnfclf, to pais unpuniflied? Would 
he piermrt hfe righteous laws to be broken, 
Withdiit 'pouring forth' his indign4tioti on the 
tranfgrefrorS? WbuM he pafs over the crimes 
of the guilty ticet)f man, and thus hold forth 
an encoui^agement to prefumptuous guilt in all 
the oilier worlds *w he has made? Might 
ithoV rath^f liaV^'^^ appreftthded, that 
teth'Yor 'Ae M'r^ fm 

(f ) PC V. 4,5. Habb, 1. i3.,Prov.xv. 8, 9; i6. XJcvai.^. 
:j^liy.^>^ D4 in 
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la prQ{>9Ftlon |o itS'iieperiu^ acvd of exbiUtr 
Wg an jiwful warningtathc w^^le cijeatioq^ JHle 
wauld hiive ex^£ted the full penalty wbicH V* 
)ia4 incurrisd ? Thefe are the dreadful fprebod^ 
W& A»[Uh which our breads might nM,\^f^ 
l^vc been filled. And if we had. endeaToufflM^ 
Ip coofole ourfelves with the refleAloo^^hi^ 
Qqi dellghtetb in mercy, and had vfn^wrfj^ioii 
thfit gr^^^und to ho^e £or fprgiy^nefe;; hoyr 
.^ipiafqnably might. >!?€ have fparcdi Jim np w^r 
ihod was to b^^^€vifed;,in which the Jjidgs^j^^ 
the Univej^i^. could exercife ii\erpy N(q^9i)f4ff 
m^n conr^fte«t.lj; wit^ \bi.» ^hoUnei^.aii^. l^\if 
i^iftij^J p ^^feer.jiU fHUf inqmrie^j puiT^pJe?^ 

fof^ ys the.,gulf of ?te;Tnal. death. , ). » ij; . r 

^ W. .:^uch ,was \}j natpre, the.,milc;ra^|f 
ft^^e of map/ So iruly ^U ipf^/awi^^{^^ 
Wf^/^- ,^p truly vf^^fke cqnma^di^nf^is^bfck 
was.qri%ne^^ to. be ^nto life^ fpun^ JtQ, }^^ u^^ 
4^ath. , j^Q ^\i\v\j,ky,the law, was tk^ intt^-f 
/f^j? g^^ imparled. ^pddiffufed; the, k^ow-:. 
Kd^e , f>t i\^. . heiaaus guilt, of Us . .uoiyerfejl 
9^^A^^d}^ influ^np^., ^§p efie£l^^liy i^^^ 
M^<f ^^fi^^ <^J^ the cmmm^Wh4ff/^^^^^ 

holy^ and the Qomman4tnent which is holy and 
jufi md'^'ghodf madi'^ (mt cortOptioA 4a<I 

' trailf- 



tnkitgttfTiOM deatb^' vihtb^ every miiti (/); 
Tliu$ con?l!emcLed, thus helplefs;thtis''^ftftme 
of all clalrd to mercy, thus ignorant' Whether 
t&%ditiif^guilt mercy could be exh:hdid con* 
fiftdHty with the other attributes of God, wa* 
fte whtMc race of Adam. But God is infinite 
fti trifei'cy V gbodnefs, and vrifdom. He faw 
iAhki Man could not difcern. He perceived 
tlie imeans of reconciling the offer of forgive- 
itefs to fftllen mati, with the deittands of his 
M^ righteous and violated law. O tvreUhed 
mkiflHa fam! crie*St. Paul; t^jbanjeli- 
v&Mc from the budyofthisdeatb [fj? A favi-^ 
ofrir^vtai at hind. There was Oni in heaven 
able-t^ make an atorietuent : able to make a 
fill], perfed, and fufiicient facrifice, oblation^ 
and fatisfadion for the fins of the whole 
wbtid V and fuch VfatisFaiaLion as it would be 
tohfiftthtSviththe righteoufriefs and the juC- 
ticc'df C^D3^t6lacd*dpt. But was this faviour wilU 
fegWwell 'aVk'ble to make the atonement? 
He'i^as 'Wilfihg.' He^Was'aware what muft be 
theprfce of man^s falva'tibn ; and that price he 
freeFy offered, and took upon himftlf topay. 
And *TtrKo was this faviour ? What being was 
k that tihSeHoblt'- this moff aftonifliing oflSce 
of teieircy Fit wis tke etei^nal S^on of the cter- 

(fVS^o9*oii^. Wr»^* 'S'^i'* ^<>^»S- W .^^"^ ^"- *♦• 
, ' 8 nal 
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nal G(>d. It was one of the perfons of the 
ihcomprehenfible godhead. It was JefiiS 
Chrift, who was one with the father. It was 
jefus Chrift, who in the beginning had made 
the world, and now engaged to redeem it. 
He became furety for man. The humiliation,' 
the fufferings, which he faw that as man's 
furety he muft undergo, difmayed him not. 
He knew that the iniquity of the human race 
was to be laid upon him ; that with his ftripes 
mankind were to be healed. He knew that he 
Hiuft himfelf become the^facrifice iri the place 
of man. He knew that he muft leave the 
glory, in which he had reigned with the Fa- 
ther from eternity ; that he muft come down 
to dwell on earth ; that he muft himfelf be- 
come man, and fuftain all the infirmities and 
evils of human nature, fm only excepted, 
which could not approach to him. He knew 
that he muft be a man of forrows arid ac- 
quainted with grief ; that he {hould be d^- 
fpifed and rejedted by the world which he' 
came to fave; that of the followers whom her 
fliould particularly fele£t to be his companion^ 
and friend^, he fhould be'l>ett"ayed b^ one, de- 
nied by ariothfef, forfakefi by alh He knew: 
that he fhould be delivered .up to his bittereft' 
enemies j that he fhould be expofed as a 
niarkto the fhafts of fobrn, iilfult, and cruelty; 
\ and 
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and that he muft make atooement by his 
blood \ that he muft fuflSer a painful and igno- 
minious deaths crucified between two raalefac-: 
tors J himfelf condemned as a malefador^i 
though he was the Lord of Glory. All this 
abafement, all this anguifh he forefaw to be 
neceflary, if he would purchafe redemption for 
mankind. All this abafement and anguilkhc 
forefaw ; but it fhook not the purpofe of his 
loye. Though he was in the forip of God, 
and thought it not robbery to be equal, with, 
God ; he made himfelf of no reputation, and 
took upon hinafelf the form of a fervant, and 
was made in the likenefs of men : and being 
fqund in, fafhion as a man, he huojibled him«« 
felf^ and became obedient unto death, ev^in the 
death of the crofs [u\ By this his. obedience 
upto death the great atonement was madie. 
The gate of heaven was thrown open to man* 
Pardon through the blood of Chrift, faniJiifi-* 
cation through the Holy Ghoft, and eveirlaft- 
in^ happinefs in the world to come were offer- 
red, as purchafed by the facrifice of Chrift^ to 
all who ifcould fly for falvacion t;o hiip.. 

How thpif. may we acquire an interefl ia 
tixcfc blcffi By f^th: by faith pply. 



. ■' « ■ ' '•/ 
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tajth IS ordained of God to be the inftru- 

' mcnt, the only inrtrument, by which we may 

receive and apply to ourfelves the mercy of 

God, the atonement of our Redeemer. Be-^ 

lieve in the Lord Jefus Chri/l^ and thoujbalt be 

favect. A man is jujlified by faith. 7 be Jaisi 

worketh wrath : therefore it is offaiih^ that it 

might he by grace, therefore being jujiified by 

fcntb^ we have peace with Gc i through our Lord 

Jefus Chri/t ; by whom (ilfo we have accefs by 

faith into this grate wherein we Jiand. The 

rightegufnefs of God [xht method ofjuftifieation 

which God hath ordained) without the works 

afthe law (without our wprks being required 

ta do that which they never could do, to pay 

aQatom of the price of idXvzXion) is manifefed^ 

being witnejfed by the law and the prophets; 

even the rigbteoufnefs of God which is by faith 

of Jefus Chri/ly unto ally and Upon all them that 

believe : for there is no difference ; for all have 

Jinned and comejhort of the glory of God; being 

juftifed fredy by bis grace ^ through the redemp" 

tion that is in Jefus Chrifi^ whom God hath fet 

forth to be a propitiation through faith w his 

blbod {w\ Jiiftification by faith albrie, tTirough 

the merits of our Lord Jefus ChrifV, is-tfie 

• grand .dodtrine ■ of ]both teftamentSp V CJhder 

i^w) Adls, xvi.31, Rom. ili. 28. Gal. ii* 16. Rom. iv. 
15, i(^. V. I, 2. ill. 2i-i--25;- - 

their 



.their authority, . it was the grand dodrin? of 
the reformation ; It is tlie, grand doftrine of 
tiie church of England. It was witnejjed by 
the law. It is the juftification to which ihjt 
Intimations of meircy that gleamed amidtf the 
awful curfes of the law alluded j the juftifi- 
cation which the law with all its fhadowy rites 
and emhlematical facrifices unremittingly pre- 
figured. ' It is the juftification witnejfed by the . 
j^ropbeU. To that Redeemer by whofe blood it 
w^s tQ be accbmplifhed, give all the prophets 
wltnefs ; that through his ndme^ wbojoever be^ 
lievetb on himjball receive remijion ofJins(jc). 
\t is the juftification to which, from the gof- 
pel ofSt. Matthew to the book of Revelations, 
all the penmen of the new covenant bear wit-, 
hefs. It is the juftification by which (iod is 
glorified ; the juftification by which man is to 
be faved. 

The mbft falutary inftruftion may be per» 
verted ; tjhe mbft hply.dodrine may be vilifi- 
ed. What Jhhll we fay y therefore^ if Ignpfance 
ihould accoft lis in tibie language which fhe 
once addrefled to St. Paul: Dp you fhenfnaie 
voidtpe law through faith t Shall we continue 
m Jin that grace may abound f In what words 
flball we reply biit in thpfe of the apoftle ? 
God forbid! Yea] we efiabK/h the law. God 

{m) Aas, X, 43. 

forbid! 
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forhtdl Howjhall we that are dead tofttij livC 
any longer therein? They which do the ivorkr 
ofthejlejh Jhall no f inherit the, kingdom ofGocf- 
Continue in faith and holinefs* Without hottnejs 
no man Jhall fee the Lord. This is a faithful 
faying^ and thefe things I will that thou affirm 
conjlantly ; that they which have believed in 
God might be careful to maintain good works \y)^^ 
Is additional refutation neceflary ? Let it be ^- 
ven in the words of St, James. Know^ O vain 
man^ that faith . without works is dead* By 
works faith is made perfeEl. By works a man 
is jujlified^ and not by faith only [%\. But here 
new difficulties feem to arife. " If St, PauJ ac- 
'* knowledges that holinefs muft be: con- 
ftantly added to faith ; if St. James affirnis 
that a man is juftified, not by faith only, 
but by works ; where is the unity of Chriif- 
** tian dodlrine ? Is the apoftle of the Gen- 
*' tiles inconfiftent with himfelf ? Do the two 
^' apoftles contradift each other? Will you^ 
" plead that they fpeak of a firft and of a fub- 
" fequeht juftification ? Or do you contend 
" that they refer, the one to juftification in 
*' the fight of God, the other only to juftifica-^ 
"in the fight of men ?'' St. Paul is in no de- 
gree inconfiftent with himfelf. The tw6 

{y) Rom, lii. 31. vi. 1,2. Gal. %'. 1$ — 2i. i Tim. 11. 15. 
Tit. Xd, S. Heb. xil. 14. (2) JaTne5,Ji. zo* 22. 24. 

apoftlea 



(( 
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ipoillcs accord in perfeQ: harmony of fenti- 
mcnt: they fpeak of one and the famejuftifi- 
catioa; and of juftification- in the fight of 
God, The juftifying faith of St. Paul i^ faith 
that worketb by love [a). The j^ftifying, or 
^irfeSy fmth of St. James, is faith which 
Wngeth forth good works. The fame faith is 
defcribed by the two apoftles, and in terms of 
Ac fame import. A dead, barren, and fpecnr 
lative faith is equally condemned by both. 
According to the dodlrine, the uniform doc- 
trine, of both, a living faith is a faith that jufti- 
fies;. an4 no faith is a living faith,*which does 
not evince itfelf to be fuch by the fruits which 
a living fgith cannot but produce, hoUtiefs and 
good works. . " Yet when St. James pro- 
** nounces that a man is juftified not by faith 
^ only, but by vyorks ; is not this," it will 
JBnally be objected, *' to pronounce that good 
" work? pay a part of the price of our juftifi- 
? cation ?'* Impoffible ! " Howis the impofli- 
" bility manifefted ?'* By the two following 
cpnfiderations. Firft : Becaufe fuch an inter- 
pretation of the words of the apoftle, an inter- 
pretation in no degree required by the ordi- 
nary ufe of langiiage, is utterly inconfiftent 
with that riglitepufnefs of God, that melhod 

(^) Gal, V. 6. 

^ of 
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of joftificatloa byi faith alooie) which U wit-* 
p^&d by the Uw wid by the pfoph^ts ; and 
ia completely aofolded m the New Tefta- 
ment. And^fecondly; becaufe it h equally in-^ 
Gonilftent with the nature of good workft* 
The be(l of humaa works are imperfedl \tk the 
fight of God. They caanot ftand the inqt^t- 
inioxx of his jufticc. Theyiore rendbfed' com- 
plete ^nd acceptable before him, only through 
the atoaenoent of his Son* Admit any hit*^ 
Xfiian work to have been perfeft. I( migfat 
have flood by its perfeftion. Perfe^ how-^ 
ever ic ought to be ; and more than perfed it 
could not be. It could boaft no fuperfiuout 
merit. It could advance no overplus of 
worth which might be applied to makeatone- 
mcnt for evil deeds. He who had wfought 
that work would ftill have been, as to that 
very work, an unprofitable fervant } be would 
have done no more than it 'was bis duty to do. 
Good works, perfevering good works, ftedfaft 
and habitual holinefs of heart and of condu€t» 
are indifpenfable to falvation. By requiring 
-then> as indifpenfable, faith eftablijbes tbe law% 
grace profcribes and anathematifes continu* 
ance in fin. But they cannot buy falvation : 
they can pay no part of its price ; tbey mufi let 
tbat alone for ever. Indifpenfable as they are, 

they 



tLcgr are-lrahiaWCf'bttt »«vidence8^the fble evi- 
deiKes^^f ^h^e^ialth, which juftifies thmngh 
the grac6 that b in Chrift JefaS; 
. MyrCbriftian.brcthrtn; I have how en-*. 
deavo^red to fet before youy conformably to 
t||if*fimpilCtty atid the genuine dodrine of the 
Scj^ur^S, tWs moft important, this frequently 
Qft^Ho4^ftbod and mifreprefented fubjedt, 
tb^jifll^od: of juftificatioh through the Lord 
JaJusGhrift. Let me conclude, with briefly 
recf^ttliting the fubftance of this divine 
<)l«tt^'io'theTi*7ay of general application. 
•,;I£ytDii aM feeking pardon and eternal life, 
ff^ jrfilWLJnot by ftanding on the deeds of 
tk? lay .%' feek them not by claiming thern as 
iivjlj^./ligbifceft degree or portion due to any 
i^P^>€&y0Ur own* The laiv wvrkefh wrath. 
B^yjjfe\:4ce4l of the law JIjoU no fiefh be ^jujii- 
Jk4:,mJkt^Jight of "God. Epfar not into judge^ 
me^f:!VHtk\Jby fervafit^ Lord: for inthf 
Jigtgi\^mlLn(^tnan living be jifjlijted. The law 
of^;^«d.^. perfe(9: holinefs is itfelf a law of 
P|Ffeft: holinefs, and requires perfcd obedi- 
enjsB^ ^if yim . fail in any one point, it de- 
noiiipi(5e8:the penalty of eternal death. Curfed 
is eMiry^/(me that ccfttinueth not in all things 
iJBj[ii£iL\9r^ written in the book of the law to do 
tht^fO^ / iYx)a are"c5nfcious that, in common 
wHb;5the reft of mankind, you have failed. 
Vol. I. E you 



50 T^be Chrijlian Method of jujlification 

you have tranfgrefled, in numberlefs inftances^. 
What day has pafled without your having: 
done, either tn thought, or in word, or in 
adion, that which you ought not to have 
done; and without your having kft undpiie 
that which you ought to have done ? Were 
the very beft of you to examine fairly the 
very beft of your works, you would find 
them to have been fo imperfedfe ; to have 
fallen fo far below the ftandard towards 
which a higher meafure of antecedent holinefa 
would have advanced them ; to have been fo 
_far from proceeding from truly Chriftian mo- 
tives, and from thofe only ; to have been fa 
ftained in part, either in the intention, or in 

^ the execution, or in both, with various de- 
grees of guilt; that you would tremble at the 
thought of producing them as pure, as ex- 
amples of perfect obedience before God,. 
Before him we all ftand condemned* iinners. 
From the law it is impoffible to derive for- 
givenefs. If we are faved, we muft be faved 
by one able to make an atonement. We muft 
be faved by unmerited grace through a Re^ 
deemer. We muft receive falvation as a free 

- gift through faith in Jefus Chrift the Son of 
the MoftHigh. Renounce then, unrefervedly 
renounce, all prefumptuous ideas of merit in 

' yourfelves. Look to the crofs on which the 

promifed 
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jirotnifed Redeemer died,- and to that only. 

Prefent yourfelves as fuppliants for mercy 

through faith in his atoning blood. It is only 

by his atoning blood that your fins can be 

waflied away. It is only by faith that the 

fruits and merits of the death of Ghrift can 

be received and applied to the benefit of your 

fouK But remember that, if you wifh Ghrift 

to be your Saviour, you muft receive him as 

your Matter. If you defire a juftifying faith^ 

it muft be a living faiths It muft be a faith 

wrought by the Holy Ghoft. It muft be a 

faith which governs the heart. It muft be a 

faith which worketh by love. It niuft be a 

faith, which labours after univerfal holinefs. 

You muft give up yourfelve* wholly to 

Chrifti You muft make it your conftant ob-i 

je(3:, and your fupreme delight, to obey all 

the commandments of your Lord ; to walk 

hot after the flefti, but after the Spirit ; to have 

^our heart filled with Ghriftian tempers, and 

impelled and controlled by Ghriftian motives. 

Thefe bleffings are in no degree to be attained 

by your own ftrength. They are entirely 

the gifts jDif the Spirit of God. But Ghrift, 

by his death, has purchafed them for all who 

feek them through him. If you feek them 

by daily and fervent prayer, offered in his 

name and grounded on his merits ; if, in pro- 

E 2 portioa 
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portion to the grace which he has vouch f^fe 
you conftantly ftrive to ad a^ his faithf 
fervancs; he will beftow them in larger ar 
larger abundance upon you. Then will 1: 
acknowledge you for his own at the laft da) 
and while he commands the wicked, who u 
main undei^ the curfe of the law, to depa 
into everlafting fire ; will addrefs to you tl 
unchangeable benedidion, " Come, ye blefle 
" of my Father: inherit the kingdom pr 
" pared for you from the foundation of tl 
" world/' 



SERMON III. 

On the Nature and Efficacy of Divine Grace. 



2 COR. Xll. 9. 



And He /aid unto me^ " My Grace is fufficient 
^^for thee : for my Strength is made perfeSi 
^' in Weaknefs:' 

UOR the accomplifliment of any ufeful de- 
fign, it appears negeflary that all infe- 
rior in ftruments fhould be fubjeSed to one fu- 
perintending power. In the ftrudures of 
human mechanifm, however numerous, how- 
ever complicated may be the contrivances by 
which tTie ultimate objpdl is purfued ; forae 
main-fpring, fome mafter- wheel, fome ruling 
force, fome preponderating weight, adluates 
and controls all the, fuhordinate parts, end 
gives motion and efficacy to the whole. It 
E3 is 
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is thus, if we may prefume to conned toge- 
ther by any femblance of comparifon the laT 
hours of terreftrial feeblenefs and ignorance 
with the operations of infinite perfediion ; 
that the divine wifdom condud$ its plans to 
their appointed fuccefs. Earth and air, col4 
and heat, clouds and funfliine, the inter- 
change of day and night, the gradual viciffi- 
tudes of feafons, and all the principles of 
vegetation by which fpod is produced and 
ripened for mankind ; thefc are all but means 
governed and direded by the providence of 
God, Youth and age, health and ficknefs, 
affluence and poverty, profperity and diftrefs : 
thefe and all other fecondary caufes through 
which falyatipn i$ vpuchfafed to man, are ^11 but 
inftruments in the hands of the Firft Caufe : 
thefe are all but miniftering agents fubfervient 
to the fway of the grace of Chrift. 

Neycr perhaps was the power of divine; 
grace more glorioufly difplayed than in its 
effects wrought through the inftrumeutality 
of St Paul ! Never perhaps among all the 
children of Adam did it form to itfelf a morq 
able, or a more willing minifter ! This great 
inftru£tor of the Gentiles, in vindicating hisf 
phara^aer and his appftolical authority againft 
the infinuations of falfe teachers among thq 
Corinthians, was led to fpecify, among other 

evidences 
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evidences of his divine commiffion, the vi- 
iions and revelations with which he had 
been Favoured in a very uncommon meafurct 
by his Lord. He defcribes himfelf as having 
been caught up into Paradife ; into the third 
Heaven, whether in the body or out of the 
body he knetv not ; and as having heard 
iinipeakable words^ words not to be uttered 
by human lips. The Saviour of the world, 
however, (hewed himfelf not unmindftrf' that 
his holy apoftlc was but man. According 
to the wifdom difplayed in all the difpenfa* 
tions of his providence, he tempered his ex- 
traordinary mercies with fuch a portion of 
humiliation and fatherly chaftifement^ as 
might guard his beloved fervant againft fpi- 
ritual pride, and extravagant ideas of his fu* 
periority over his fellow Chriftians. There 
was ^iven to St. Paul, to ufe his owrt words, 
a thorn in the fiejh^ the mejfenger of Satan tQ 
buffet htm^ lejl he Jhould be exalted above mea^ 
Jure through the abujtdance of the revela$ions. 
TTiis thorn in the flefh, the precife nature of 
which, as being well known to the Corin^ 
thians, among whom he had refided eighteen 
months, it was not neceffary to particularife ; 
(evidently appears to have been fome perfonal 
infirmity, which St. PaiU regarded as likely 
to impair his ability and Icfleu his ufefulnefs 

P 4 as 
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a^ a f reaqher of religion. In the verfe ftom 
whic^/fche text is taken, he ftiles it dcah^rmityn 
In {his .epiUle to the Galatians, he alludes to it 
in fimilar ^xpreflions. Te know bow through 
infirmity of the Jiejh I preached the gofpd unto 
you at. thejirji. And my temptation which "waJt, 
in my Jlejh^ ye defptjcd not nor rejeSed. From 
the tenth and eleventh chapters of his fecond 
epiftlfi to the church at Corinth, we leara that 
the enemies of the appftle reprefented him 
2L%^rude In fpeech^ contemptible in fpeecfjy and 
weflk in. bodily prefenc^. Here perhaps we 
pbtain fpme inf^ght into the nature pf the 
infirmity with which he was vifited. But 
whatever the thorn in the flefh might be, 
the'apoftle, grieved at the profped of its in- 
terference with the efficaqioufnefs of hi? miT 
niftry, with earneft and repeated fupplication 
befought the Lord Jefus that it might depart 
from him. The prayer Chrift di^ not fee 
fit to grant. The motive which prompted i^ 
he beheld with complacence. He beheld the 
heart of his apoftle glowir^g with zeal for his 
glory. But he knew, what the apoftle could 
pot know, the methods by which his glory 
might beft be proniotcd. He knew that thie 
feeblenefs of the fervant would conduce tp 
the glory of his Lord,; that the imperfe(3:iqti 
pf th? inftrtime^t^'0ul4 rpa^nify the ftr^ngtl> 
. ' ^ ' '' ' ■ ■ ■ P( 



Of Divint Grace. ij 

of bim by whom It was wielded; that the 

fuccefsful labours of the apoftle, in the fadi 

ofcircumflanqes which might i\i fome degree 

have a tendency to excite fcorn or difguft^ 

woyld prove that the faith of his converts 

Jlood not in the wi/dom of men^ but in th^ 

i power of God. Hfe replied unto the petition* 

of St. Paul J My grace is fufficient for thee : 

for ' my Jftrengtb is made perfeEi in ^weaknefi^ 

^Be not afraid; be not difpirited. I the 

•* Lord am able to* complete my own '^ork; 

" My grace, without which thoii carift 

"do nothing, fhall be with thee r and that 

" grace can accomplifh every thing." ' 

In this reply of our Saviour to the requeft 
of his apoftle, we read a diftinft intimation 
of the nature and the importance of divine 
grace. The inftrudion thus conveyed to St. 
Paul is applicable to every man. In the far- 
ther cbnfideration therefore of the fubjeft, 
I pfopofe, in the prefent and in two fubfe- 
quent diffcourfes, to explain the neceffity of 
the gr^ce of Chrift to falvation ; to prove that 
every man is enabled to obtain this grace; 
to indicate the nieans by which k is to be ac- 
quired ; to point out the tefts and proofs by 
^hich the pofleflion of it is to be afcertained ; 
and to evince its complete and unalterable fuf- 
^ciency, .Some obfefvatibns will afterwards 

be 
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be feveraliy addrcffed, to thofe who difregard 
6r defpife the grace of God, and to thofe 
|vho labour to obtain and to improve it. 

I. The grace of Chrift is indifpenfably nea- 
jceflary to falvation. 

Is a long train of argument requifite tp ef- 
tablifli this propofition ? Contemplate the picr 
ture which the Scriptures prefent of the cor, 
ruption of human nature ; and of the confe- 
quences, in which that corruption by its own 
inherent tendencies would terminate^ If the 
fmagination of mans heart is evil from his 
youth ; \ithe heart is deceitful above all things^ 
and defperately wicked ; if in us^ by nature^ 
dwelleth no good thing; if we are altogether 
gone out of the way^ altogether become abomin^ 
able^ fo that by nature there is no one that 
feeketb after Qod^ no one that is righteous ^ 7to not 
one : how is fan£tification lo be attained ; how 
is deftruftion to be efcaped ? , How is the 
Ethiopian to change his fkin, and the leo- 
.pard his fpots? How is the fervant of fin^ 
to become the fervant of holinefs ? How is 
the foul, groaning under the chains of the 
prince of darknefs, to b(£ reftored to the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God ? How 
is the bofom which is the habitation of 
pvery impure ^hought^ every unhallowed de? 

fir?, 
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fire, to become the temple of the Holy Ghoft? 

Will you anfwer, " By repentance j by faitlj 

" in Chrift j by perfeverance in every good 

" work ?" Be it fo. Is repentancie then, is faith, 

is perfeverance in good works in your own 

power ? Confult the Scriptures on each of 

thefe points. The Scriptures call upon every 

man every where to repent. But do they 

affirm, do they imply, that man can repent by 

his own ftrength ? Do they admit the poffibility 

pf fuch a fuppofition ? What then is the import 

of the expreffions of the prophet Jeremiah, ex-* 

preflions not lefs wifely than pioufly inter-^ 

woven into the liturgy of our church" j Turn 

thou us unto thecy Lord; and we Jhall he 

turned: turn thou me^ Lord; and I Jhall 

be turned : for thou art the Lord my God [a) 9 

What is the import of the following paflages 

in the writings of St. Luke and St. Paul ? God 

path exalted Jefus to be a' Prince and a Saviour j 

to give repentance unto Ifrael. Then bath God 

alfo to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life* 

In meeknefs injlrudt thofe that oppofe themfelves ; 

if God peradventure will give them repent anct 

to the acknowledging of the truth {p\ Is it not 

clear that repentance is to be fought as a gift 

from God y as a gift through the grace of Je* 

fus Chrift? Enquire farther how the cafe 

(tf) Jerem' xxxi. 18. Lam. v. 21. \h) A6is, V. 31. xi. i?. 
% Tim. ii. ,25. 
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ftands "With refpefl: to faith. Without faith it 
is impoffible to pleafe God. By faith a man is 
to bejujlifcd. Believe in the Lord Jefus Chri/iy 
and thoujhalt befaved [c\ But do the Scrip- 
tures defcrihe faith as an attainment within the 
grafp of hu ran ability ? What is the language 
of the Son of God ? No^nan can come to me^ 
except the Father isoho hathfent me draw him{d). 
What faith St. Luke? Apollos helped them 
mucby which had believed through grac^. The 
Lord opened the heart of Lydia^ thatjhe attend^ 
ed unto the things which were fpoken of Paul^ 
and was baptised [e). How fpeaks St. Paul ? 
Faith is the fruit of the Spirit. No man can 
Jay that Jefus is the Lord^ but by the Holy Gho/i. 
To you, PhiUppianSy it is given to believe oh 
Chrija [f). Then with refpedi to pradical 
holinefs. Are Chriftian tempers and good 
•works the produce of yoqr own exertions ? Do 
you learn fuch imaginations from the Scrip- 
tures? It is Qod that worketh in you both ta 
will and to do. It is God who maketh you per-^ 
fe& in every good work y to do bis willy working 
^ in you that which is well-pleqfing in his Jight. 
Let us have grace whereby we mayferve God 
(acceptably. Right eoufnefsy truth, love, long^ 
fufferingy gentlenefsy goodnefs, meeknefs, tempe^ 

[c) Heb. xl. 6. Rom. lii. 28. Gal. ii. 16. Ads, xvi. 3i, 
(J) John, vi. 44. [e) A61s, xviii. 27. xvi. 14. (/) Gal. 
V. 2Z. I Cor. xii. <2, Philipp. i. 29. 
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Hnctyarc the fruits of the Spirit (^). It is 
thus that an examination iato the natural ftate 
of the human heart, and an enquiry into the 
method by which the different graces of the 
Chriftian charader are wrought in man, con- 
ftraia us to afcribe every thing in us which is 
good, to God, the Author of every good and 
perfed gift. They conftrainus to acknowledge, 
that as St, Paul, depreffed and impeded by his 
thorn in the flelh, could be enabled to preach 
the gofpel with fuccefs only by the grace of 
Chrift : fo by that grace only can man, labour- 
ing under his natural corruption, be enabled 
to attain eternal fife. They conftrain us to 
acknowledge as indifpenfably neceflary to fal- 
vation that total change, which the Scriptures 
delineate under a variety of figurative expref- 
fions, eflentially of the fame meaning, and 
calcttlated^ partly to exemplify its magnitude 
and effedl, partly to denote its fupreme im- 
portance : a change which the word of God 
attributes exclufively to the fandifying in- 
fluence of the Holy Choft purchafed for us 
by the facrifice of Jefus Chrift. They con- 
ftrain us to confefs, that except a man he born 
of water at? d of tfje Spirit ; emblematically of 
water by baptifm, and fubftantially of the 
Spirit by the renovation of his corrupt nature 
unto holinefs; be cannot enter into the kingdom 

fjr) Fhlltpp. ii. 13. Hcb. xiii. 2i. xii. 28. Gal. v. 2:, 23. 
£pii» y. 9. 
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finner from deriving benefit from the mean^ 
of deliverance when placed befor^: him? 
Among the numerous doubts and fufpicionj 
which have dilquieted the breafts of Chrif- 
tians, that which is here prefented, if one erf- 
the moft diftreffing^ is alfo one of the moft e»-^ 
traordinary. Do you afcribe to the Moft^ : 
High delufive offers ? To the God of tratfa^ 
do you afcribe fhifts, and pretences, ^nd eva* : 
lions, which in the common tranfa^lions of- 
life you would difcUim yourfelf, which you. 
would condemn> in any one of your fellow-, 
creatures ? Is it thus that you diftionour the Fa- 
ther of mercies, and render nugatory his gra- 
cious propofal of univerfal falyation ? God is 
710 refpedler of per/on s. If he has demoliihed 
the waU of partition between Jew and Gentile; 
has he reared an infuperable barrier between 
members of the fame covenant, between Chrif- 
tian and Chriftian? The offer which he 
makes to every man, he enables every man, 
by a meafure , of preventing grace bellowed 
upon him for the fake of Chrift, to accepts 
No man ever committed any fin, but the grace 
of God was ready to have qualified him to 
witbftand it. No man ever committed any 
fin, but he might have obtained the grace of 
God necefTary for effedlual rcfiftance, had he 
antecedently chofen to apply for it in propor- 
2 tioQ 
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II. The grace of Chrift, as neceflary to falva- 
tlon, is placed within the reach of every man. 

Does this aflertion, fo full of confolatioti 
and encouragement to the terrified finiier^ 
ftand firm' on Scriptural authority ? On that 
authority it (lands immovable. God hath na 
pkafure that the wicked Jhoiild die ; bttt that he 
Jbould return from his ivays and live. God our 
Saviour will have all men to be faved^ and to 
conie to the knowledge of the truth. Go ye into 
all the worlds and preach the Gofpelto every crea^ 
tnre. He that fpared not his own Son^ but de^ 
livered hifn up for us all; how Jhall he not 
with him alfo f re fly give us all things : all things 
needful to falvadon,and as of all things the moft 
needful, his grace ? Ifye^ being evil^ know how 
to give good gifts unto your children : how much 
more fhall your heavenly Father give the holy 
Spirit to them that ojk him [ni) ! 

But of what avail is the rope, which you 
hold forth to the Ihipwrecked mariner ; if hrs 
eye is too dim to difcern it,, his hand too feeble 
to grafp it ? Although it is apparent that God 
freely offers his grace to every man ; is it alfo 
clear that every man has the power of accept- 
ing it ? May there not be a natural or a moral 
impoflibility, which may difable the perifhing 

(;«) F.zek. xvIH. 23. 1 Tim. ii, 3, 4. Mark, xvl. 15, 

Rora. viii. 32. Luke, xi. 13. 
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finner from deriving benefit from the means 
of deliverance when placed, before him ? 
Among the numerous doubts and fufpicions 
which have difquieted the breads of Chris- 
tians, that which is here prefented, if one of 
the moll diftreffing^ is alfo one of the moft eai-- 
traordinary. Do you afcribe tO the Moft 
High delufive offers ? To the God of truths 
do you afcribe fhifts, and pretences, ^nd eva* 
lions, which in the common tranfa^lions o£^ 
life you would difcliim yourfelf, which you. 
would condemn in any one of your fellow- 
creatures ? Is it thus that you diftionour the Fa- 
ther of mercies, and render nugatory his gra- 
cious propofal of univerfal falyation ? God is 
no refpcdler of per/on s. If he has demolLQhed 
the waU of partition between Jew and Gentile; 
has he reared an infuperabie barrier between 
members of the fame covenant, bet ween ChriC 
tian and Chriftian? The offer which he 
makes to every man, he enables every man, 
by a meafure , of preventing grace bellowed 
upon him for the fake of Chrift, to acceptit 
No man ever committed any fin, but the grace 
of God was ready to have qualified him to 
withftand it. No man ever committed any 
fin, but he might have obtained the grace of 
God necefTary for effedlual rcfiftance, had he 
antecedently chofen to apply for it in propor- 
2 tion 
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tibn to Tils knowledge, and to the preventing 
grace inciting him to the choice. Such ha* 
been the faft with refpedJ: to every fin which 
ever was committed. Such will be the fadt 
ivith rcfpedJ: to every fin which ever (hall be 
committed. God is not the author of evil. He 
tempts no man to fin. Replaces no man under 
the neceffity of tranfgrefling His univerfal law. 
He leaves no man, in any inftance, deftitute of 
the power of obtaiiling that grace which would 
have prefervcd him from tranfgreffion,or defli-- 
tute df the preventing influence of grace on 
his will in a meafiire fufficient to incite him to 
exert the power* He mocks no man; however, 
fome, who have Angularly mifinterpreted his* 
word,havevirtualIyreprefentedhimas mocking 
the great mafs of the luiman race ; he mocks 
no man by groundlefs hopes, by calls which 
cannot- be heard, by commands which cannot 
be obeyed, by offers which cannot be accepted. 
He fubje^ no man, he permits no man to be 
fubje£i;, to a natural or to a moral impoffibility ; 
difiin&ions, if tried by fair reafoning, in this 
cafe completely without a difference, of accept- 
ing the mercy which he propofes to all. God^ 
the God'of mercy, is faithful and juftand true in 
all his dealings. Gould he be faithful and juft 
and trte in all his dealings, if, while defcrib- 
iag himfelf in terms^the moft comprehenfive 
Vol. L F as 
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^s holding forth a blfefling to all^he lield it forth 
only to fome: if, while in huiguag* the ittoft" 
impreflive be urged every rbao t0 accept hiifV 
rttercy, he knew that nutnbeps weife^ by "Kft^ 
predetermined purpofe ordained to treftiafellSir 
ever deftitute of the moral powei? of acce^irig^* 
h^ God is love I love ta every being which ^tf^ 
has made. Could he be Iwi to a bBiti^'^ 
who might have grounds for replyifng^ to hirti" 
at the day 6f judgement ; " Thoa fenteft ui^'' 
*Moto the world incapable of fcrving thc^^ 
•^ Thou calledft me ; but thou continuecEft me^ 
^' under an impoffibility of turning unto thee 
^'.when thou calledft. And now thou coa^ 
*^ figneft me to everlafting perdition, for not ' 
" doing that which by nature I coutd titt 
*^ do J that ivhich by grace thou wooldeft hot 
*^ enable me to perform." God will becleat^v 
when he is^ judged. The judge of the ^frhole^:; 
earth fhall do right. He is love^ oniverfalcv 
love. On St. Paul he freely beftowed the 
grace, which under the apoftle'is inftraritjf'i 
was requifitei To every man the grace n** •' 
cefiary to counteradt and purify huma*- 6€)^ ; 
ruption is freely offered. To every man is the' '^ 
power givien through Chrift, of accepting it; ?. 
of improving under it, of profiting by k uritO'-v 
fdvation. The grace of God, wbkb briiigeth-\ 
fdlviition^ bath appeared unto, all men \ teaching 



us 



Of Divine Graci. €j 

ui that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts^ we. 
Jbould live fohcrly^ right eoujly^ and godly in this 
frcfent world [n) t enabling - every man to. 
difcem and to will that which is right, to 
Ihre acceptably to his Maker in. godlinefd and 
true hcMnefs ; and thus flopping every mouth 
before God, thixs cutting off all excufes from 
thofe ^lk> complain of ftri^nefs and difficul- 
ties .in religion, and allege their natural weak« 
nefs add depravity as a plea for difobeying 
the coQ^mandments of their Lord. 

III. The means, by which the grace Qf 
God is^o be obtained, are diftifidly revealed * 
tous, . 

What are thofe means ? The firft is prayer. 
4^^ imd it Jball he given unto you : feek^ and 
jejbalifnd: knoci^ and itjhall be opened unto 
jGu{o)4 But do thefe promjfes relate tO' 
the gift of the Holy Spirit ? Our Saviour 
proceeds to fhewby a familiar and mofl: en*- 

' couxaging illuftration, that the Holy Ghoft 
is their immediate objedt. Ifafonjball ajk 
hread of any of you that is a father ; will he 

give Mm a fone? Or^ if he aJk a fjh ; will 
be for a f/b give him a ferpent ? Or^ if he 

fiall ap^ an egg ; will he offer him afcorpion P 

(«) Tit. ii. II, la. (p) Luke, xi. 9, S:c. 

Fa ■ // 
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Jf ye then^ being eviiy know bow to give goo, 
gifts unto your children : bow much more Jh0 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit /i 
them that ajk htm I But is it not poflible.^ial 
We may pray for the Holy Spirit; and yel 
fail of receiving the full blefling- whjch we 
defire ? Uildoubtedly it is poffible. Ton ir^ay 
ajk^ and receive not^ becaufe you q/k amijs {p\% 
Can prayer then fail to obtain that blefllngi 
which God has promifed tp beftow on thpfe 
who fee"k it by prayer ? Genuine prayer will 
never be difappointed. Let your prayers be 
real pfayers, and they (hall fucce^d. But if 
your prayers for fanflification through. the 
Spirit of God are deftitute of the qualifica- 
tions, which are neceflary to render any prayei 
acceptable ; if while you draw nigh unt^ 
your Lord with your mouth, and Bpnou' 
him with your lips, your heart is farfroa 
him ; affliredly you will worftiip him in vain 
What then are the qualifications eflential t< 
the fuccefs of our prayers for the Holy Spi 
lit? In the firft place, faith ; a ftedfaft con 
vidlion that God will perform his promife o; 
beftowing the gift of the Holy Ghoft on 
every mati who feeks it aright. If any oj 
you lack wi/dom^^ faith St. James ; let him^ ajk 
of God^ that giveth to all men' liberally and 
(J>) James, I V. 3.. 
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uphraidetb not^ and itJhaU he given him. But 
Id him ajk infaith^ nothing wavering : for hi 
that ivavereth is like a wave of tbefea driven 
with the wind and tojfed : for let not that man 
think that he foall receive any thing of the 
h)rd{tf). Wifdom is to be derived only 
through the Holy Ghoft^ who is denomi-^ 
nated the Spirit of wifdom {r\ The faith, 
which is indifpcnfable to the fuccefs of peti- 
tions for this gift of the Holy Ghoft, id 
equally neceflary when you pray for any 
other of the Chriftian graces. In the next 
place, your fupplications muft be accompanied 
with an humble confcioufoefs of your help^ 
lefs ftate by nature, and of the value of the 
Weffings which you requeft. ^For otherwife, 
they will be devoid of that earneftnefs and 
fervency wliich St. Paul connects with genu- 
ine fervice of the Lord ; which another apoftle 
^efcribes as charaderiftic of the prayer that 
ipouileth much (j). And farther, your pcti- 
tionsf for the aid of the. Holy Spirit muft be 
perfeviring. Your heavenly Father may 
'Wifely determine to prove you by ddaying 
to comply with them. Will you loft that re- 
newal of heart without which, you .canxiot. en- 
ter into the kingdom' of God, by difcontinuing 

{q) James, i. 5 — 7.' . (r) Ifaiah", xi. 2. Eph. 1. 17. 

(/) Rom. xii. 2; Jamiwj ▼. 16. . . .. ; 
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utiavoidably occupied fo much tinac, that the 
iremaining heads muft be deferred unto a fu-= 
ture difcourfe. Let me conclude, therefore^ 
with addreffing to you fome few words C^ 
general application, drawn from the remark^i 
which have been laid before you. 

Endeavour throughout life to bear in miim: 
that of yourfelves you can do nothing : th^ 
you inherit a nature radically corruptet/, 
prone to fin, averfe to piety and holinefs; 
Unlefs you build your religion upon this 
foundation, you build it upon fand : for you 
do not build it upon the only foUcJ founda- 
tion, that foundation, that corner- ftone, which 
is laid in the word of God. But beware of 
deceiving yourfelves by imagining, that this 
original corruption of your nature affords you, 
any plea for continuing in fin The grace 
of God, by which you may be preferved 
from falling into fin, by which you may be 
redeemed from the ftrongeft bonds 6f depra- 
vity, is freely offered to you through Chrift 
at all times ; and power in every refpedl 
adequate is at all times given unto you from 
God to accept it. Confider St. Paiirs account 
of himfelt Jnmy fiejh^ faith he, clwdletb no 
^ood thhg. J cannot do that which I would. 
The good which I approve^ I do not. The 
evil which I dif approve I do. This is thfe de-' 

fcriptioa 
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2 Cor. xii. 9. v, 

^ndhe /aid unto me: " My Grace is JuJIcknt 
^^for thee : for myjirength is made p£rfeiiin 
** weaknefs^^ 

N a former difcourfe oh this paflage^ wheil 
1 had explained to you the occaGon oa 
tiich the words of Chrlft, as quoted in the 
jct, were fpoken; and the particular fenfe 
which they referred to the exifliag iitua- 
>n of St. Paul : I endeavoured to ftew that 
e inftrudlion which they conveyed was ap- 
icable to all men. I laid opeo to you, 6rftf 
e evidence which the fcriptures furnifb of 
le indifpenfable neceflity of divine grace to 
Ivation: fecondly, the unbouuded mercy 
ith which God offers his grace to evc^y man, 
^ beftows on every man the moral powep o^ 

, accepting 
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Uin to that ho^inefs, without which .no ma 
ih^U fee the Lord. So fhall your fins be bloi 
ted out, and mercy and falvation extended I 
you through the atonement of the Lord Jcfu 
But if you vainly perfuade yourfelf 4hat yc 
may make religion a fecondary concern : 
you fall ihort of icriptural holinefs, becaxi 
you would not ftrive for the grace throug 
which you might have |)erfonned it : you w: 
ftand felf-condemned at the judgement-feat i 
Chrift, and will confefs that God )vas folic! 
OU8 that you ihould be faved, but that yc 
have yourfelf pulled down deftrudion wit, 
your own haads upon your own head. 
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his effedual guidance. If your hearts^ and 
lives "do hot habitually difplay thofe demon- 
ftfations of . his prevailing influence; you are 
not authorifeli"to dra^w that conclufion. 
' What then are the fruits of the Spirit f All 
good and perfe 61 gifts ; for every good and per^ 
fi^ S^fi /Vyrc;;? above : all the graces of the 
Chriftian charader ; for every one of thofe 
graces is a plaiit foreign to the corrupt foil 
cf the human heart, and can flourifh there 
only in confequence of being fown and nur- • 
fured by the foftering care of the Spirit' of 
God. In the facred writings, thefefrjjiis or 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft are fomctimes men- 
tioned fingly ; accordingly as the infpired 
penman v\ras led by his immediate fubjeifl to 
delineate fome particular feature of true re- 
ligion : fometimes, when the train of his 
argument carried him into a wWer range of 
defcription, feveral of them are noticed at 
once, and exhibited in one view. To collect . 
from the word of God the various fruijts of 
the Holy Spirit into one glorious aflemblage ; . 
to illuftrate the nature of each; and to trace 
the precife courfe of enquiry neceflary to qua- 
lify you to eftimate the degree, in which they 
are feverally produced^in yourfelf ; this would 
be a talk which would demand, in addition V 

♦^ r. to 
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to' Other requifites, the compais of nxanyr^ 
difcburfes* On the prefent occafion, there-:,;, 
fore, I rtiuft content myfelf with Cftllin^- 
your attention to feme few of thofc fr\iit8^.! 
and with feleding fuch as are of prime im« 
pdrtance. ^ 

To this man will I look^ faith the Lordp^ 
even to him that is poor and of a contrite fpirit^ ^ 
and trembleth at my word. Blejjed are tkt 
poor in fpirit : for theirs is the kingdom of 
Heaven. Thus faith the high and lofty One^ 
that Inbabiteth eternity ^ whofe name is holy: 
I dwell with him that is of a contrite and 
bumble fpirit (^). Have thefe fruits pf th.e 
Holy Ghoft, humility, and repentance, been 
wrought in you ? Are you thoroughly pene^ 
trated with the convidion of the inherent . 
hcinoufnefs ||f fm \ Do you acknowledge 
that every tranfgrefiion of the divine law ir 
treaf^n ag^inft the fovereign of the univerfe : 
ingratitude to your moft bounteous benefac- 
tor : abominjation in the fight of a God of 
holinels : ♦ forfeiture of the whole of that 
future reward, which was promited only to 
petfe£t obedience : andji juft ground for the 
p]Qfli(hment denotinced againfl all, who after 
recdlving, as all xtitxx have received^ ability 

(#> Ifaiab, iM. a. Matt. V. 3. Ifaiah> Ivli, 15! ' 
.. ..: ' . to 
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Ais effedual guidance. If your hearts, and 
lives do hot habitually difplay thofe demon- 
ftfatibns of "his prevailing influence; you are 
not authorifec^to dra^w that conclufion. 
* What then are the fruits of the Spirit f All 
^ood and perfedl gifts ; for every good and per^ 
I^^ B}fi is from above : all the graces of the 
Chriftian charader ; for every one of thofe 
graces is a plaiit foreign to the corrupt foil 
of the human heart, and can flourifh there 
oiily in confeqiience of being fown and nur- - 
fured by the foftering care of the Spirit of 
God. In the facred writings, thefefrjjiis or 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft are fomctimes men- 
tioned fingly ; accordingly as the infpifed 
penman v\ras led by his immediate fubjeifl to 
delineate fome particular feature of true re- 
ligion : fometimes, when the train of his 
argument carried him into a wWer range of 
defcription, feveral of them are noticed at 
once, and exhibited in one view. To cplleft . 
from the word of God the various fruUs of 
the Holy Spirit into one glorious aflemblage ; . 
to illuftrate the nature of each j and to trace 
the precife courfe of enquiry neceflary to qua- 
lify you to eftimate the degree, in which they 
are feverally producedMn yourfelf ; this would 
be a talk which would demand, in addition 'v 
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to" other requifites, the compais ot .manjp^ 
difcburfes* On the prefent occafion, thcre-Tj. 
fore, I rtiuft content myfelf with cftl!in$ 
your attention to feme few of thofc fruits,! 
and with feledlng fuch as are of prime im« 
pdrtance. 

To this man will I look^ faith the Lord} * 
even to him that is poor and of a contrite fpirit^ , 
and trembleth at my word. Blejjed are the 
poor in fpirit : for theirs is the kingdom of. 
Heaven. Thus faith the high and lofty Onej^ 
that Inbabiteth eternity^ whofe name is holy: 
I dwell with him that is of a contrite an4 
bumble ^irit (^). Have thefe fruits pf th,«' 
Holy Ghoft, humility, and repentance, been 
wrought in you ? Are you thoroughly pene-^ 
trated with the conviction of the inherent 
hcinoufhefs f|f fm \ Do you acknowledge 
that every tranfgrefiion of the divine law is^ 
tre^^n ag^inft the fovereign of the univerfe : 
ingrafitude to your moft bounteous benefac- 
tor : abomination in the fight of a God of 
holinels : ♦ forfeiture of the whole of that 
future reward, which was promited only to 
petlefk obedience : and'ii juft ground for the 
piBfiiihment denounced againft all, who after 
recdlving, as all tn^n have received, ability 

(#> IfiOab, iM. a. Matt. V. 3. Ifaiah, Ivij; 15! ' 
• . M^r ' ^ to 
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»p«rfbrtt t^ir duty, (hall be fotiod guilty 
tf^ a£k of rebelHoh ? Are you (ionvinc^dt 
flwl* iiy >»itflil tranfgreffion you liave proved 
jpitrtflfelf rebeMioos ? Are you convinced, by 
tdfi«iif!k{>lating the depravity of the nature 
cdtfiii{:H» to all men, and by the refult of your 
Mffo^ experience, that ybu mufl defpair, 
tf abandoned to yourfelf, ofrefifting the^fu- 
nn^e aH4«renitont8 of fin ? Do you feel an 
ablidt^nce of iin becaufe of its finfulnefs? . 
/Wfe yoa eamefily ibltcitous to be delivered 
&&m fio> tiot n^erely on account of the pe^ 
n^ty which it enjails^ but on account of its , 
naiitve deformity, its offenfivenefs in the fight/ 
Off God ? Do you begin to fee the beauty a^nd . 
exceBenee of hoKnefs ? Are you fubmiffively . , 
wiWing to be refcued frotn . guilt and it$ con- 
fequetice^, tod to be reconciled to G.od, by 
fucli methods, whatever they may be^f a& he 
ki Bis wifdom (hall ordain ^. Then. jt<?^ C^^/ 
granted unto you the grace oi repenfurkee! 
Thfea hath he wrought in yoU by his Spirit 
that felf-abafemciat, which i^ the foundation, : 
of juftifying faith in the Lord Jefus ! j^ 

TbtjuJlJhaU live by faith ; zxtAfditb^ iijhe 
fruit oftbejpirit ^b). Is that, fruit manifefted ; 
in you? t>o you receive with reverend .ac*!,.; 

H) Hiibb. ii. 4. Rom-J. 17. Gai. Ui^ I i-^ji r**;^^ 

$ . quiefcence 
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quiefcence the fcriptural reYelatiop pf JHq ^ 
ture\nd"tfie office of the. Meflijjh f;^ ^^S^ 
rerpeflt' to mytleries, cohceirning .whic^j^ii 
limited underftan^Ing^of man is.pf^itf^^^njl)^ 
terly incompetent to p'rohovmce any^cksci^]^ 
do you bring every thought intq^captiHg^ 
before, the " declarations of .Qod.?.., Pqj„yg^^ 
tehold your Redqemer as the teachej; pf.^^jjjj 
will of Gb4 to man ? Do you beMI4 }^9^ 
blood as the fountain opened for the waihiifg;. 
away of fin V Do you look to him as the L/ingij^. 
of God; the only, the all-fufficicnt 'faciifiqp, 
by Which atonement is made for tranfgrei^/i 
forsT fDo'you cordially believe that th^e j!&^ 
falv^tiprrin no other : that there is no^jb'er-/, 
name-'Aihdet' Tfieaypn given ampiig Im^n^ 
whereby you ! may be faved ?, Do youjo^^ 
up to hini as ybiir Advocate, your contiiijuial\. 
interc'enor wtK fhe' leather ? Do you ereyate, 
your thoughts td niih as thd King of kings. ^ 
feated on the'- thTtftie ot^glory at''the/nglit4. 




out 'the " ysrltibU exterit of creation : ' as"^ K^^M, 

over ail"' tfiingsi^'to .his church, dlfpen^r oT^ 

light -^^hcr^gtix ;afid;:iifeV^ iKe ra^^ ^/^W^r 

deM'^^'\\re'\ipp6\nzed'^'/^^^ of .'the'Vorhjf?^', 

DcK'^i4?Yioi![l\de-i^'aftbgethe^ 

as iffeq9Jjicila(bly4:epsignant to the'di^ileplin •• 
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d KdemptioBy levery pretenfion to the par*' 
fa ti fin, evey claim to the inheritance of 
die iaints, grounded on any fuppofed merit 
dyaar own ? Do you dcffire to be found at 
tkchA day juilified exclufively through the 
og^bleoiifners of Gbrift; acceptable folely 
dffOQ^ the merits of his atonement ? Then 
liu the grace of our Ij^rd yefus^ the author and 
fmfher ofourfaitb^ been exceeding abundant to 
yoo untb faith which is in Cbrift^ even ihc faith 
wUch is the operation of God [c). 

All CSiriftians however are not as yet per- 
k& Chriftians. All who are genuine mem- 
bers of the true church, the myftical body 
of our Lord, are not yet come in the unity of 
the Jhitb^ and of the knowledge of the Sw of 
God^ unl^ a perfeEt man ; unto the meafure of 
tbiftature oftbefulnefs of Cbrijl [d). There 
mAj be fome in this congregation, who,- at 
thi6 £itne time that they humbly truft that 
they have laboured to Qbtain grace unto re- 
pentat^e and faith, perceive fuch ample 
grouads for deploring their ^deficiencies in 
6^;?tbat they tremble left they ihould be 
n^arded in the fight of God as effedually 
poflefled of-aexthdr. Chrift will not bre^k 
the ^ruifed reed. His^ lambs he will eafry 

[i) X Ttin\ u-t!fl Heb. xM. ». CcU Sf^-i% {i^lS,^. iv. i). 

Vol. L G in 



8 2-. On the I^are and Efficacy 

ini hfs ho(bJn.. i.He beholds with compaffi 
and rforbearabae^ lie cheers with> caofolati 
and endouragemefit, the mourner. ^I^oieart 
for his. foul. He -ftrengthcns- the riTTCfik.iiai 
and confirms the ..feeble '» knees. £%ami 
then: ^ thine own, breaft,,^ whofoever* til 
maycft be who art .tempted to defpond ; ( 
amine whgtlier it be thy earned and habif:] 
defire to be enabled to repght and to belie 
E^cjamiae wbether.'jthis be.the fpirit of-t 
fupplications before the . throne ..of . gcac 
*'• Make me ;^ .contrite heart, O. God ! Lox 
"J bqlievfe: help thod mine uabelicL". I 
2Lmm .whether jthy forrow:fQr fin, thy. e? 
tioa5,tia purfoit ofholipefs, cDrrref^ond::^ 
thy prayers;; If to thefe enquiries thoiJ^ 
ceiveft.the ajafv^er of a good confcience,t' 
comforted* ; 3Phott art already* under'^v; 
teaching of divine grace. Peribvere ,4ii .^ 
courfe ; and the Lord. JQiiis will cauiei'l 
godly, forr^vt Jp iWork- repbdtmce. td^^fubucA 
not to be repented ^^Qf] and*\wUli.perf&£if4^ 
mbichAsAadtmgxin^thyJnHK ^iJileffed drs^ii 
that Jmn^er >4tnd\ibirji \afttr rigbteoufnifs ;\ 

^i:.i74)iPQf efll to :^jcon&Ahia^oi^dS'-iE& 
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^'fik^rddtre€l your hearts^ faith St. Paul, 
m^'tBeityve of God. ^he love of Godisjhed 
^M^Hn okr hearts by the Holy Gboji (f). 
3y?Hflc Holy Ghoft fhed abroad the love of 
3i(d'ift'yt)ur heart ? Have you evidences to 
tf6ve that y^u poflefs this fruit of the Spirit? 
>oyou love the! Xord your God with all your 
ftfiirt,' with all yoiir mind, Rviih all your fouI,and 
ffth all your ftrength; and the Lord JefusChrift, 
iiiom' he hath fern ? Do you ferve your Crea- 
orina-Riedeemer in fimplici'ty and godly fin* 
cri^? Are you aftkicinis to further, 'accord-- 
a^ix) the talents and opptoituhitles whitfrycfU 
ftjSy, the glory of God, and the'kittgdotn df 
l&'Sbn? Among the fruits'bf'th'e Spirit pari 
litilarty mcnttonied by Str PaUl, righteoufneft 
iiids'cbhfjJicuoiis: And rightet)uffief8, as' ex- 
Sftfliflcd in the exercife of holy difpofitiohs 
wJrdy the'15eity, fot-of that branch alone 
Ki%hl!it5ufnefs I at 'prefent fpeakj is a con* 
tefeihg^'^roof of love to' God. Have you 
ftf^\>Ai6f to bring 'forward ? By piety, by 
S^i&'Hj by c^rery dd' of religion which h^s 
fuiS fdr its itilihfedicfte obje<3 ; by the ctilti- * 
itidn of ,faith, and fear, arid- love, and "grati- 
ift^^anc>ftefi^4tidil^; do s^^tHiWitnefs befofe^ 
c world a good confeffiopfythat his favour ib 
>ur aim, ^his fal^^tion the pri?te which you 

(f) 1 Thef. iii. 5. Rom. v. 5. 

Q 2 ^ purfue ? 
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purfue ? If it be your fervent defire and youf s 
habitual prayer tp be enabled to love the Lprd | 
■your God ; then are^ you already under;tiif \ 
teaching of his Spirit. If you are. thus epa^^^ed ^ 
to fet your heart upon him j xSxtXibath.Q^ 
given- unto ym the Spirit of love : ikk^ji jfl^ -j 
love of the Father is in you (^). \ ;.•/.■/: I 

Te yonrfelves art taught of God to lovr^ j^ 
another. The Lord make you to increafi:,^]^ 
abound in love one towards another^ a^d t(h ^ 
wards all men {h). This alfo is the lauguajgc ^, 
of St. Paul to the Theflalonians. Has.Qod i. 
wrought in you the grace of love tpwwdsig 
•your fellow, creatures? Do you lave jpiit .^ 
neighbour as yourfelf, with a pure heart, aad ^ 
with charity unfeigned^ fervently? Do >ou ^ 
love him thus becaufe God commands^ ypu j 
to love him thus ; becaufe an. appftli^ hath -5 
faidjthat if God To loved us that U« fent ius % 
Son to be the propitiation for pur (ins, w^ j 
ought alfo to love one another ; becaufe yottr 1 
Saviour has declared, that love to others isi ^e • 
diftinguifhing mark, by which all. :n>€t<i ftill 
know that you are his difciples (/):?■ Do^typu 
love your enemies ? And do you lave i^^ 
becaufe, while ye were yet c6f?:mies, ;Qod 

(g) 2 Tim.i. 7. I John, ii. 15. (h) i Thef. iii. lif i\r:9. \ 
fi) .1 John, iv* lo,Ji. John, xiii. 55, ' " -A . j 

loved i 
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\!bi^ ''&%}. Lwe "iMrketb no ill to bis neigb* 

Wiiri -' Z-w^V ^^ ^ i^ ^^ clfe where expreffed^ 

^alriiyi'fufferetb'long and is kind\ envietb not^ 

"Wknteib^dfitfelfi is not puffed up ^dotb notbe^ 

^^^itfetjTUflfeemly^feekeib not its own^ i^ not ea^ 

fly pr^oked ; tbinketb no tvil^ nejoicetb not in 

iniquity^ but rejoicetb in the trutb ; hearetb all 

things ^betie*vetb dll things^ hopeth all tbitigs^ en^ 

"iurelh ail things [k). Do you fulfil the law of 

jilftfce to your neighbour by working 00 ill to 

Ifefa-^-'by-ciirefully abftaining from offering in- 

^JtWpy tO".his perfon, to his property, or to his 

. gSW^ame ? Have you that love for him which 

ibflfereth long • which is flow to take offence, 

latewfelried in forgivenefs ? Have you that love 

'frhich is kind : which not only abounds in ads 

ciE good will to thofe who have manifefted 

Irfeindliiip towards you, or gratitude for be- 

uefitB received from your hand ; but, like the 

love df your heavenly Father, who makefh 

his fun -to fliine on the evil as well as on the 

•good', atid fendeth rain both on the juft and 

oif the unjuft, overflows in bounteoufnefs to 

the unthankful and the froward ? Have yoil 

that love which envieth not : which coveteih ' 

ndt the advantages enjoyed by any other, 

grudgeth not his comforts, repineth not at 

his welfare ? Have you that love which 

''' ■ {h) Rom. \\\u 10. I Cor. siii, 4-^7. 

G 3 vaunteth 
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.ipiunteth no* itfelf.: that love which. prctopts 

: you ia hoaour to prefer ©iie another v Pft^* 
riflies that diftinguiihed/frliit of ,^e . Sft^iiitf 
wt^kntfs ; remembers the yvprds o£ /tlJiip X^d 
Jefus, Blj^ad are the meek; reftraiqs y6^ifJco^R 
an pftej3itatibv$ di/play of the pire-efjB»iRe%C€ 
in rank, in wealth, in authority, in.' aWUii&g 
in I^nowtedg^y with which the common :54»f-* 
ter of jtU •;?lay have ,entrufted ypup.iHikye 
you that love which is npf pufiedup: wWyjh 
ia.clothe^ with humility; iofpires a.Gonvip- 
IVftn pf our own unworthifti?j(s j ai(J;mppift^ps 
ji|s:t;o, regairjd, ex^^ry additiop^l d^ri^e ;QJf,.4oT 
^ueflce, ej^ery additional inftniment pf j4f?fi)g 
gpodfc.as a .):a]ent ^for t,he ;pfc of: which,, we 
ar?i tp render an account before tJheju^gP'^ 
pient^fcat of^Qhrift; and. thus,|.by xen^in^i^ 
ing US': of an awful rjqfpqnribility, teijfj>prs 

- the. joy excited by the, acquifuip^ .with 
awakened circumfpe(3;ion . and holy,feaf? 
Havp you that love which doth noi behave 
jtfelf unfeemly : which; afliiipes oot a.^fie- 

H^eanour uafuitabje to its ftation; but pqn- 
/^udls itfelf with refpedfulnefs to fuperiqrs^ 
with courteoufnefs.to inferiors, witli modgfty 
and gentlenefs to all ? Have you that Jove 
which feeketh not its own : that Ipvg which 
txtinguifheth felfifhnefs ; which perfuade? 
you rather to fubaiitto injufticc than either 

to 
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to'^'ifolekfe Gbd/or needletsfv .tb 'gi\^e, offehcc 

to.*hian; inclines you whfep qelpoilea oi 

foixf d<$*ak, rather to furrencjer your oDat 

iKS'^th^' to 'tnarnVm your "Tights witK paf- 

-A^t?, iif *by iih Warrantable' riiettipds ; tjhiat' 

fevej*#hidi proclaims, look not every iria?i on 

Sls^ d^n l^ingi^ but every m'cin atjo ' on the. 

^ihgs'^ 6j[ Oth&i ■ (/) '; difpof<*S y'dti to cohfalt 

Vri.iriii'yoiir'iindertakings the benefit of bti^^fs' 

5?) 'Icffs than of youffeff ; and" determines you 



..^Vrfully to 'make large" facfifices of jour 
6wrf*eafe' ^'rid STdvantage fur the 'lake of pro-! 
iii5?ii]g even' thif 'earthly "comforts, 'an3 roorjC 
cffifefcYdily'the'fp'intUallnt of your heigh* 

d6u!* T Have ^yo'u that love which* is hot eafily 
]^rov6lced :' that' love vvhicli governs the tem- 
f^f^no^ lefs t1\'ah the condudl ;'is not only 
fcft"l^-fuffer{ng^ unarienated'^by repeated' In- 
jlirie^; btjt prbv^es ittelf to be genuine: by, 
Curbing* every tendency to irritation, fliarp- 
nels of humour^ haftlnefs of language, har/h- 
nefs of deportmeiit"? Have yoii that love 
\vhich thinketh no evil: that love which 
(ne(!itates no evil^; permits not any unjuft 
or ungenerous g^^rpofe againft "another* to 
find flielter iri your bofom, and ftarts bSck 
with pain from every ^f^ tempts 

* ' '■ ■ ••'"" ■' ' '-'^ • ■' '' : . '■ A 

- ^ *» -. .(/j-Plfciiipp. ii. 4. , 

■ *• ■ ' • ■■•' ■•>• ■ ■•■*■'•.. 'N 

G 4 you 



On the.:Mi(ftreva^J^acy 

yo^iOitkvfiinljmmii&crt : tfakt imc iwhififcf 
liDputefliiiioeyiL; entertaiiis fiotfaatr^tho'iightfti 
of /.your neighbour, charges him dot yiit& 
uttfubiiantiated guilv nor treafures upqnaU^ 
tj^rlfed /ufpicions agamft him? Hav^ )[Dq^ 
th^X-loiYe which rejoiceth not in iniquky^jbaSf 
KJolcfStb in the truth; that lave, whfchijN'- 
Iloldsf with grief not merely the fuccefc, bw 
the : vexy cxiftence^ of rapacity, of frauds ip^ 
malice^ of flander, of every fchem^ ai^ (i(^ 
xice of Any the enemy of human happinei^ 
pr^efent and>future ; that love, which, exulci^ 
in the' triumph of righteoufnels, in thetQiifA^ 
nifefiation jof innocence, in the eftabliihrnenC; 
o^. truth; in every event which evinces;* bi 
cbotftrins the power of the gofpel over thi: 
hearts of men, and thus, .while it redounds; 
tQ the glory of God, minifters confolatioar 
ajw ftrength to his fervants ? Have you that> 
Iqvc, which beareth all things ;: that iove^^l 
wiwdh ;bear^;with the infirmities,- whether, 
fiodyy .01^ Incnta], of Others ; dwells not upon: 
efwrs^ jooks not upon defers ;:covers,'dtaws 
ajryeil wor\ ^;iff mcdtitnde of faiKhgs ; ^nd^- 
vfhAn they are fo iced upoa thy notice, vleadif. 
the« : Jto L feahpld then^ "with tendcrnefc "and? 
pit?y, ;and:.:witho)it 'any- dintintitiori of that- 
affeftiPh, J to .which; Off ' other ^g^dutWii^ ihy;^ 
relation, thy friendi,. pr thy companion, is 
•jor. entitled 



/^ 



li&my fi^rcv/utbi^pMUi invtbe^^rit of meek^ 
Hf^p IX eqnjidering: : .th^If^ itft tboa- iolfi he 
1fm^tcdiiiri\l Have yqu that love,^whicfr 
bolie;7fday^lithin^i not tfiat credulom f4cU 
Ut^^ iddbioii tuvns away itfi ear from the! idTonir 
^clx^afioD: and ex;peTtencB'; not ifaar blin4i 
^(jbiur;>bich r^ilr,^t;/?^(?(3i/^ and coafeumhP 
tl|^4IAuiS4oa .ilM^ll&ed from eicerlafting to 
«ir«fila^mgj)ctvwen hrm wba -ferveth God 
a»ki :ljdnr. :iQdhx); ferreth him not : but that love,t 
vjitck^ -prdTuppofes uprightnefs .where h dif* 
QOTi^j i^pfc^Vifdente -of. * iniquity j Mens >tt^itht 
Wight: tO: any; favourable in tcrpretafiDn' or 
^ Qonduft. ojf another ;- puts the- kindeflr 
Qtoftniiaion on fucb of his wprds-oriidion^ 
as cappear:. 'ambiguous J and Welcomes ev^ry 
cucaa>£binca}:which' tends to prove that he 
l)a»'^otijiomm|tted' the offence afcribed to 
himj orth^i.if-^he committed it, he has re* 
tnmcdj&omthe'errorof-biis ways? Have you 
tkifelovA which bopeth aH things ; that lovt 
^ySbA^h, where it eannot rationally believe that 
good exiftsf encourages itfeif to prefume that 
ifcTOll;e»ft; iS' ahnoft prepared, like Abjra-^ 
hctm} Igamft hope to believe in hopej de*; 
il»iw,w«;j«f,.thc conv«^^ of the fijaner, 

■'^^f'ir^'i nor 
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«6r fiacKens k-s laBo(rr»'t6pt6rnofe it? ' Hiffe 
yoiT-'that love, "which "cfldrfreth alVthiii^sjf 
that love, which is ready to fuftain hairdftii^; 
16 encounter 'dangers, to ftand the^^ brunt 6f 
f^icule and fcorn ; if thus it may be enablcc^ 
tojforward its firft and d'earclt jiurpbfe', thfe 
advancement of the temporkF^artd eternk! 
Welfare ^of n^ankind? • If the-'^aittmefiH: of 
this fcriptural -love of your neighbour bi&* ttid 
objetft of your ferveiit %ifhfes, of your' cOfii- 
tinukl lupplications j ' then are* you already 
under the teaching of the Spirit of God. * tf 
your difpofition$ and your fctfnduft toWiircJs 
yotir neighbour corrcfpbnd witfi' thcf6 ch&* 
raderiftics of Chriftian charity; then hutfh 
Gk>d empowered you by* the Holy Ghort 
reverently to obey the command, Let Mm 
^bo lovetb Gody love his brother aljh : then have 
you purified your foul in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love' of the* bre^ 
tbren\n). •' " *^ ; 

There yet remains one clafs of gifts of the 

Holy Spirit, whica requires, even iu this very 

irhperfedl enumeration, brieny to be noticed : 

that dais, namelyj which refpeds the govern- 

' iiijSnt of ' the fehfual appetites. Among the 

^ iruitis of thje Spirit ex;prefsly.;n^nt;ioaed by S?* 

(n) I John, Iy. zu i Pet. i. ii, 

• ' Paul 
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Paul In his Epiftle tx> the.Galatians, w6 find 
temperance io). • Among! t-he fivorkrofthejlejh^ 
wAich in the fame chapter he deferibes as 
Dppofed to thtfruiti of'^btJpirM ; for tbefi^ 
lujietb (igainji ibefpirit:^ *and thefpirit againfi 
thejlcjhy{eii<i. thefe^ arp, conir\^ry the - 9ne iQ-tbe 
other ; fins of impurity i^aijd foijemoft^ -This 
obfervation i*nay be. ext^j^ded tp-thofe p^rtk)n$ 
of the Spiftles to* the Ej^di^ns an'd tathc 
Colofiians,'in wJbich h^; ■. treat &» cf 'thfe fame 
fuhje<3: (*)* r Pi>rity/ theretisr^, in its largeft 
import varld vin'.itft.nihitljeft ..i^vjibdivifrons ;* -piir 
fity of thougl^t, of wQrdV.^fl^dofdeed, iei-tbg 
gift of th?. . Holy t Gteoii ; \Ar.e you- ^bie- tp 
pr^vjLv that thefe fruits l^f 'l^he-Spiritare habitir^ 
ally brought forth and ripened in you ? Arc 
•Jeniperance a;^d purity, diftinguifhing ;virtU€8 
in your . charadiCF ? In . proportionn-as your 
tnind abhors the oppofite crimes, you/.are 
under the teaching of the Spirir of God. 
If you are actually preferved from fulJilWf>g the 
Itijls of the*jlejh ; then have you decifive evi- 
dence that you walk in thefpirit; . 

Having placed before you th^fe fele(3: ex- 
amples of the pi'oofs by which cordial accept- 
ance and improvement -of divine grace are to 
.,be afcertained ; let me remark, in quitting 

{o) Gal. V. 23 ; and fee the whole pafHige, 16—25. 
[P) Ephcf. V. 3 — 9. Col. lii 5-10. . ' 

this 
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^ this lymhch 6f tbe'fubjea,'lhe-tiw^qitiv€^^ 

cfemoiiftrations by Which St.' Paul evirtfed th» 

his bfeaf t Was utider the effedlual inflitericef'df 

the Hbly Spirit. W4iat rcpentartdb^ a^^ h\ii 

mlHty, what faith, what gratitude, what lovfe 

towards God and 6ur Saviour, breathe in thd 

foHdwing eJcpreffioAs! / was a bldfpbhnt^^ 

and a perfuuior^ ini injurtoui. I ant tbe 

ie(^ df't^i apb/UcT^ that dm ' ndt^meet ip 

Be tafteti aft UpoJIle^, becaufe I fefficuteU 

tirt thuftb t>f'G6d. But by the grace ff' Co)d 

jAm nsibtit I am. J thank Gbriji Jefusb^r 

Ij^d hbohdib' enabled' the, (^nfijefus eamt 

Hiatlk ixrtrM to fart>e Jhtrnrs^ ofitMm'Icim 

^tMef. ^' ¥oith\s cauft I obtained mertfythat in 

imejitfi'<:btifi Jejids might Jhew forth aii hng- 

'^fferifigi for a pattern t^ them^ which Jhould 

hereafter ^beKive art him: to Hfe ' eterlajling. 

Wow ufftb the '" King ehrnal^ imtnortulyinwftbte^ 

'the ohfy <Joife Godybe honour andgk^yftr ever 

MHd'e'deK'''- Amen {q)\ When he Jea*ns.. that 

tl^e tbritintiahce of his thorn in the flefli will 

^redound to tHe honour of his Lord ; the in- 

\firtoity "which 4iad /a deeply grieved him in- 

^ftantly beedraes a theme of rejoicing:. Moji 

gladly therefore will I rather glory in my in-- 

j^rinitieSj that the power (f' Ghtljl ihay^^rej 

upon mei ^b^refore 1 tqke.pleafufe in vifirmi^ 



\ Xh) J Cor. i. XV. 9, 10. I Tim. r. 12, 13. 15— 17. 
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tie^M reproaches^ in necejfities^ in perfectjrtiqns^ 
m . difirejii for ChriJFs fake (r ). :Hcw. . hia 
^dent: jd^cUrations of afie^flipa fpr xnanjciodi 
wlj^tj^t of the Jewifti, or of the GemUc.tT^ce* 
Ifa)f tb4 truth in Cbrifi^ Hie not, myqQnfcienQ^ 
i?^ bearing me witmfsnn^he Hfily.Qhc^ ljhfl\ 
I have great heavinefs anjiconttTiufll forrom i^ 
my, b^^rt* For I.CQuldnmJh,.tbpi^^^ 
accurfidfrom Chrifi^i .that;! w_ere-/fjLibj€fted^o 
the te«>ponil Vengeance about 'to jovertalce the 
J<3vilfe nation ; pr^ as fome ieai^nied .^ppfito?^ 
imdeiftaifii the Ofigina] phrafe^ that^IrWei^e 
inadei, after the exampj^ -of. phxift, , a. |]^^^ 
fice unto ic^\h; fir'Tny.bj:^ethren^,^y ^qfff^i 
' According to ibejiejh.^ -i^jf r bearS^ s^:die/ire.-,j^ 
prayer to Godfor Ifraclis^tbat'tb^y^ mgbt^^^ 
faved. /, Paul^JhC'Prif^ner' of y£f4{^.0tri^ 
for you Gentiles y deftre' that ye faint ^^ at.my 
tribulations for fou. ^ Yca^^imd '^fie^oj^cre^d 
upon the facrifce and fer vice, of your faith i^JL 
joy andrgoicc (/)• Obferve his sparneft foUqU 
tude'tofubdue the corrupt appetites of human 
nature. / keep vnder my body^ ajtd bri9^ ^ ft 
into fabjeition ; left that byanytneins^ ^j^n)! 
'i)ikfe preached to others^ / .myfef Jhould, b( ici 

Vi :^)-«.CoT*;yiJv9, io, (i) Rom\ ix.^f*r'/l.. x. I*. V^* 

jii. I. 13. Philipp- ii« ly.Seeo^i Rom. ix.jvpodcljidge inloc* 
anjl)r. WaterianJ^s SeiTnoDs, Vol. i. p. ^7. ' V' 
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Cqfi^away (/). Thcteftimony which in thefc : * 
paflkges of his wrirings.the apoftle incidcntalljr 
bears concerning himfelf, is true. It was coh- 
firmed'by his life and by his death. The iade^' 
fatigable zeal which he exerted for the advancb* 
ment of the gofpel ; the long courfe of fof- 
ferings which he cheerfully endured until they 
were clofed by martyrdom ; bore witnefs 
upon earth and will bear witnefs at the day 
of retribution, that his heart was governed 
by the Spirit of God. ' 

In concluding this difcourfe, for the length 
to which the foregoing obfervations have ex- 
tended themfelves, compels^ me to defer to 
another occafion the confideration of the re- 
mainder of the fubjeft ; let me recommend to 
the attention of every perfon prefent, thecha- 
rader of that eminent apoftle. Was he 
bound by the fovercignty of Goi, by the 
mercies of creation, of prefervation, ;ind of re- 
demption, to be a faitiiful fcrvant and foldier 
of the Lord Jefus ? So likewife are you. Did 
he confefs the obligation ? You have confefled 
the fame obligation tim.es. without number. 
Was the hand of Omnipotence ftretchdd forth 
to .help him ? It is at all times ftretched forth 
U) help you. Were life and deatli eteriii^I 



[t)'i Cor. i:, 27. 
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f^ before, hial?/ -.They are fet before you 
lil^wirei . vGompare thetx his frame of mind 
witb^ jBQur awn.) / Compare the .proofs^ which 
hc^ gave, ;of aaiAg ftedfaftly under the in-l 
fluencecf divine grace, wifth the proofs. which 
you codtCciepce may be able, to • produce, that 
you are afting in your ftation of life» in^bhei' 
dience to the influence of the Holy Spirit- 
E^camine whether, like St. Paul, with an 
hliinble and penitent heart, you have dif- 
covered and acknowledged, that by the deeds 
' of the law, by human works, by perlonal right- 
coufnefs no flefli (hall be juftified in the fight 
of God. Examine whether, like him, yoii 
have fought for falvation folely through the 
blood of the Crofs. . Examine whether, like" 
him, you have looked for fauQification folely 
by the grace of Chrift: whether, like him, 
you attribute to that grace alone wharfever * 
meafure of holinefs you enjoy. Examine 
whether, like him, you love God and your 
Redeemer with all your foul. Examine 
whetl\,er, like him, you love your neighbour ' 
as yourfelf without diffimulation, with charity 
unfeigned, with a pure heart, fervendy. Exa-" 
mine whether, like him, you keep under your 
body, and bring it into fubjedion. Thus maV " 
you be powerfully affifted in forming your 

s i^^ge- 
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judgement*, whether as yet, Uke St» Paul, 
you are under the effectual igryidmceaf the 
Spirit of grace; whether you are at pre- 
lent authorised to hope, that you ,aFe one 
of thofe, to whom, as ttn|a &u, Paul^ the 
Lord Jcfus will give a crown of glory ^t 
the laft day. ^ 
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On the Nature and Efficacy 
Grace. 


of Divine 



2 COR. Xll. 9* 

/// be fatd unto me^ " My grace is fufficient 
^^ for thee : for my Jlrengtb is made perfeSt 
** in weaknefsT 

pHE neceffity, ai^d the liniverfality, of 
divine grace, the means by which it 
to be obtained, and the fruits by which its 
fluence is charafterifed, have already been 
id before you. In purfuance, therefore, of 
y original defign, I proceed to demonftrate 
i fcriptural grounds the truth of the con- 
uding leflbn, which I dated as deducible 
cm the text. 

y. The grace of Gkrift is all-fufficient* 
^ Vol. I. H For 



98 On the Nature and Efficacy 

For the elqcidation of this general propo- 
fition^ let the leading particulars which it com- 
prehends be diftindly examined. 

I. Divine grace is fufBcienf to fapply 
ftrength to withftand temptation. 

He who is Head over all things to his 
church, he who hath all power in earth and 
heaven, ^ is able to fave to the uttermoft ail- 
that come unto God by him. He who has 
inftruded, who has commanded, his difciples 
to make deliverance from temptation one of 
the objects of their daily prayer, will not dis- 
regard the petition. He will not fufFer thenl' 
to be tempted above that which they are able 
to endure ; but with the temptation will alfo' 
make a way to efcape, that they may be able 
tb bear it. However attradlive may be the 
allurement, however profound the deceit, 
however rugged the obftacle, however alarm- 
ing the danger, by which fin may ftrive to 
feduce or to deter you from^the way that lead- 
eth unto life ; He who knoweth whereof wc 
are made, and remembereth that we are but 
duft, will open a path by which you may 
turo afide from the extremity of the trial : and 
that path he will give you wifdom to difcern, 
and ftrength to purfue. 

Are we then required^are weautho.rifed,that 
we may put to the proof the grace beftowed 

upon 
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upon Us, needlefsly to expofe ourfelves to 
the aflaults of fin^ God forbid! It ii 
written^ thou Jhalt not tempt the Lord thj 
God [id). If thou prayeft not to be led into 
temptation, plunge not thyfelfinto temptation. 
Are we to defpife temptatidns which we can- 
not avoid ? God forbid ! Happy is the man 
who fear eth always. Let him that thinketh he 
fiandetb^ take heed lef he fall [h). Are we to 
jepofe, whea tempted, with indolent fecurity 
pn the fcriptural covenant of fupport? God 
forbid ! He who has promifed to beftow 
food on man, requires that man fliould till the 
field and reap the harveft. Wouldil thou ob- 
tain, wouldft thou preferve, the affiftance 
of the Spirit bf God ? Employ the appoint- 
ed means. To humility, to prayer, to de- 
pendence on God through Chrift, add 
watchfulnefs, diligence, and exertion. Then 
will he, who fendeth the former and the lat- 
ter rain upon the earth, fliower down his all- 
fuSicient grace upon thy heart. 

But you are deprefled by fad experience of 
your inherent infirmity and corruption ! Paft 
failures and tranfgreffions crowd upon your 
remembrance ; and appal you with gloomy 

W Matt, Iv. 7. (*) Prov. xxvlii. 14. 1 Cor. x.* 12. 

H 2 . fore- 
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forebodings as to the event of future tempta- 
tions. You are half prepared to conclude in 
the moment of defpondence, that you are by 
nature weaker than the weakeft ; that the 
promifes of the gofpel will always be preached 
to you in vain. If, in manifeft contradidtioa 
to the linequi vocal ^declarations of the gofpel, 
you will not believe that its promifes extend 
^to you and to all men ; if in dired oppofition 
to its plaineft eoipraandments, you are become 
weary of well-doing, and determined againft 
exertion J if you will neither hold faft faith, nor 
labour after holinefs : moft truly do you af- 
firm that the word of life will in vain have 
t)een preached unto yoi^. If you refufe to 
follow the ftandard of the Lord Jefus ; you 
will not be foilnd among thofe to whom he is 
the captain of falvation. But if you reft with 
undoubting confidence on the fcriptural co- 
venant of grace ; if in fin^erity of heart you 
are truly defirous of being refcued from the 
bondage of fin, and of living henceforth as the 
fervant of righteoufnefs ; if you are ready to 
take up your crofs, to fubmit to difcipline, and 
to endure hardfhip as a good foldier^of Jefus 
Chrift: turn to the fcriptures, and behold 
them recording for your fake the fulfilment 
of their own promifes. Turn to the fcrip- 
tures, and behold them recording for your en- 
couragement, 
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couragement, for your confolation, various 
Examples of the power of the grace of Chrift 
made perfedt in weaknefs : examples, where- 
in the grace of Chrift difplayed its fufficiency 
by transforming timidity into fortitude, and 
rendering thofe who had funk under former 
and feebler temptations, finally and ftedfaftly 
triumphant. In an early period of our Sa- 
TiourV miniftry, Nicodemus was convinced 
that he was an inftrudiot commiflioned from 
above. We know^ faid he, that thou art a 
ttacber fent from God. For no man can do tbeji 
miracles that thou doeji except God be with him. 
He was anxious to receive inftrudlons from 
this heavenly guide ; and came to requeft them. 
But how did he come ? Did he come openly, in 
the face of day ; like one whofe heart, occupied 
with the concerns of falvation, was fuperior 
to worldly confequences ; like one who, fu- 
premely bent on'pleafing God, was indiffe- 
rent to the opinions of men ? He came like a 
man afhamed of his purpofe ; fecretly, by 
ftealth, in the darknefs of night. He dreaded 
to be difcovered. He recoiled at the idea 
of being derided by his unbelieving country- 
men. . He loved the praife of men more than 
the praife of God. Some time afterwards, in 
the courfe of our Redeemer's hiftory, we 
H 3 meet 
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meet Nicoderaus again. The PharifceSi re* 
folved on the deftrudion of Chrift, had fent 
officers to feize him. Thefe emiflaries, re* 
turning without their prey, were fharply re* 
prehended by their employers. On that oc? 
cafion Nicodemtus ventured to enquire ; Doth 
pur Law Judge any man before it hear him^ and 
kfiow what he doetb [c) ? And in return he 
1;vas fcornfuUy afked whether he alfo was of 
Galilee, whether he was a difciple of Jefus of 
Nazareth j an avowal to which his courage 
^nd fincerity were not equal, He had ap- 
parently made fome fmall advances in con-: 
fcientious refolution \ but was ftill in a great 
meafure remaining under the habitual influ- 
ence of worldly fear. When our Lord was 
at length apprehended and condemned to be 
crucified; Nicodemus feems to have been 
Clent, We may be aflured that. he did not 
give his confent to the deed. We may be a£- 
fured that he abhorred it. But the fcriptures 
furnifh no foundation for believing that he 
ConfefTed his Saviour in the hour of his dif- 
trefs ; or even that he flood forward to give 
his voice again (I the fhedding of innocent 
t)lood. Soon however we Ihall contemplate 
him with emotions very different from thofe, 
>yhich hi? paft condud has excited. But let 

(f) Jplini vii. ^i. 
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us in the mean ^time turn our attention to a 
peffon of a kindred charader, Jofeph of Ari- 
inathea. He alfo had been a difciple of Jei'us ; 
zxidLyikt^ico^tmyi^/ecretly^forfearoftheJe^^ 
He,likeNicodemus, was a man of eminence, a 
rich man and a couiifellor; and, like Nicodemus^ 
had not dared to encounter for confcience-fake 
tie contempt and indignation of the people. 
But being ajujl and good man ; holding flagrant 
crimes in deteftation, anid (incer^ in his defires 
hot adively to violate his duty as a religious 
man, much as he had hitherto failed as to the 
courageous performance of it ; he would have 
no (hare in the perpetration of a legal murder. 
He had not confented to the counfel and deed of 
the Jewifh rulers ; contenting himfelf, as ap- 
pears probable, like Nicodemus, with teftify- 
ing his difapprobation of their proceedings 
by abfenting himfelf from their aflTembly, Now 
behold thefandifyingand ftrengtheningpower 
of divine grace ! This man on the evening of 
the day on which our Saviour died, wem unto 
Pilate ; went boldly^ faith one of the evange- 
Hfts [d]^ to mark the difference between his 
former cowardice and the religious fortitude 
with which he was now infpired ; this man 
went in boldly to Pilate, and requefted the 
body of Jefus. He who had himfelf waited 

(</) Mark, xv. 43, 

H 4 for 
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for the kingdom of God; in full expedatioa 
that it was about to be eftablilhed, ^nd in de- 
cided affurance that Jefus was the long-pre- 
did:ed King and Redeemer of IlVael ; he who^ 
with this expedation, with this affurance, had 
never dared, while that King and Jledeemer 

' was alive, to confcfs his authority j^nd con- 
fide in his protedion : Now, when all his; 
apoftles had forfaken him and fled ; when the 
multitudes who had fo lately rent the air 
with hofannas to the fon of DaVid, had fuc-r 
cefsfully clamoured for his crucifixion ; wheq 
to human eyes his claims were difproved, hi^ 
promifes falfified, and all the hopes of his 
kingdom extinguiflied by his death,; when he 
had died as^a malefador, as a criminal accufed 
and convided of treafpn againft Csefar ; wheq 
to fhew reverence to hi« memory, or even to 
mention his name with refped, would be a 

' circuraftance fufEctent to fubjed any man to 
the fufpicion of being an accomplice in the 
guilt imputed to the King of the Jews : this 
man, in the face of Jerufalem, went in boldly 
unto the Roman governor, and rcquefted the 
body of Jefus, that he might bury it in the 
, moft honourable manner, and in the fepul- 
chre which he had prepared for himfelf. la 
the difcharge of thefe lafl offices,. oh his part 
perhaps the firft ofiices, of pious and undif^ 

.guifed 
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gulfed veneration to his Lord ; he had a com- 
panion. And whom? Nicodeqius ! Nicode-* 
mus had refembled Jofeph in timidity; and 
now partook of his boldnefs. Difregarding . 
all furmifes, armed againft all confequences ; 
he came ^nd brought a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes^ about an h^mdred pound weight* 'Then 
look they tb^ body of Jefus^ and wound it in //- 
nt^ clothes^ with thefpices^ as the manner of the 
Jews is to bfiry i^e). Whenge was this forti- 
tude ? Did it belong to Jofeph and Nicodemus 
. by nature? Their antecedent condu(3: ha^ 
anfwered the queftion. It was the work of 
the Spirit of God ; the fruit of ftrengtheniag 
grace. The Spirit of grace, which ftrength- 
ened Jofeph and Nicodemus, is ready to 
ftrengt;hen you. 

Do you defire another example ? Look to 

the apoftle Peter. You' know his fhameful 

' fall, you know his denial of his Lord: a. 

denial deliberate, thrice repeated, confirmed 

by oaths and execrations. When reftored by 

his forgiving matter to the rank of an apoftle ; 

he was forewarned of the death by which he 

fiouU glorify God [f ) Did he nowdifplay a 

dread pf danger ? Did he now fhrink from 

fufFering ? Did the full profpedt of death now 

move him ? The prayer which his Lord had 

(5) John, xix. 39, 40. (/) John, XXI. 18, 19.. 

offered 
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OfFercd for him had prevailed. His faith 
failed not. Converted himfelf he frengthehed 
bis brethren [g). He became the rock on 
which Chrift laid the foundation of his church, 
both among the Jews and among the Gen- 
tile^. He was entrufted with the keys of the 
iheepfold of Chrift ; and opened the door of 
admiflion to both divifions of the flock [h). 
And though, on one fubfequent occafion, he 
was enfnared by fome flight remains of natu- 
ral timidity into an undue compliance with 
the prejudices of the Jews ; and received on 
that account the merited rebuke from St. 
Paul (/), whom he afterwards names with a 
warmth of afFe<3:ion probably encreafed by 
the recollection of this very event [k) : he 
perfevered with holy fortitude in his Chriftian 
courfe, until it conduced him to that croft, 
bn which his mafter had foretold that he 
fhduld feal his teftimony with his blood. Thus 
efFedual was the interceflTion of Chrift. Thus 
all-fufiicient was his grace. Chrift now inter- 
cedes before the throne of God for you. To 
you he oflTers the all-fufficicnt influence of his 
Spirit. Having therefore an high prie/i^ whi'ch 
can be touched with the feeling of our infrmities; 

ig) Luke, xxii. 32. {h) Compare Matt. xvi. 18, 19. 

with A(5ls, H. 14—41. andx. 1—48. (i) Gah il. u — J4. 
(i) 2 Pet. iii. 15. 

a^ 
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an high Prieft who was in all points tempted like 
as we are J yet without Jin : let us come boldly 
unto the throne of grace^ that we may obtain 
mercy ^ and fnd grace to help in time of need (/). 
But thefe, you remark, are primeval ex- 
amples, exhibited in the cjays of the apoftles. 
You would derive greater comfort from ia- 
ftances drawn from modern times and ordi- 
nary men. Take an inftance then from the 
annals of your own country. Look to the 
charader and conduct of Cranmer. In the 
general current of his proceedings, during 
the reign of Henry the Eighth, you behold 
a ftruggle between a mind intent on a don- 
fcientious adherence to duty, and a difpofi- 
tion naturally charaderifed by timidity. You 
behold him at one time ftrengthening him- 
felf with fuccour fought from above ; and 
fteadily purfuing his Chriftian purpofes, re- 
gardlefs of the refentment of a furious, and 
ungovernable monarch : at another, the vic- 
tim of inherent weaknefs, tamely fubferyient 
to his mafter's will, overawed into culpable 
compliances. When danger, after the accef- 
fion of Mary, muftered its terrors ; Cranmer 
-funk in the conflidl:. Lefs fervent in feeking 
Aiccour from above, in the hour of tempta- 

(/) Heb. iv, 15, 16. 

tion 
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tion he fell away. He renounced his faith ! 
Again he looked to the grace of Chrift, and 
he found it ail-fufEcient, Behold him chained 
to the flake, as the wind difperfes at intervals 
the volumes of fire and fmoke in which he is 
enveloped. Behold his undaunted demean- 
our: his face full of peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghoft, as it were the face of an angeL 
Behold him ftretching forth into the flames 
the hand which had figned the recantation; 
and furyeying with a ftedfaft eye the flefh 
wafting from the finews^ bone dropping away 
from bone. Hear him exclaiming with 
exultiag fervor; " This hand offended: 
** this hand fhall fuifer, this unworthy hand." 
Contemplate this fpedacle ; this infenfibility 
to pain, this facred fortitude, this fubflantial 
repentance, this complete fubjugation of 
nature and its befetting fin: and fay whether 
this is not the triumph of grace, whether 
this is not the finger of God, 

?. The grace of Chrift is fufEcient to en- 
able his fervants to perform efficacioufly unto 
his glory the undertakings, with which he en- 
trufts them. 

216/V is the word of the Lord : Not by might 
nor by power; but by My Spirit^ faith the Lord 
of hofis. Witl9out me^ faith our Saviour, ye 
can do nothing. Herein is my Father glorified^ 

that 
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that ye bear much fruit [ni). Look to the dif- 
play which th^ Scriptures fpread before you 
ofthe perfedions of God; and you will im- 
iiiediately be convinced, that fuch a Being 
will in no inftance require from his creatures 
any one a<9: of >^ obedience, which they are 
not thoroughly enabled to perform : and ihat 
no inftance of fervice, however difficult, can 
be required from the weakeft of his crea- 
tures, to which he cannot render that weakeft 
of his creatures equal. Look to the examples 
which the facred writings exhibit of the effi- 
cacy of divine grace, in ftrengthening holy 
men of old to execute every undertaking, to 
which God, for the manifeftation of his 
glory, was pleafed to call them : and your 
confcience will proclaim to you that if, at 
any hour, and under any circumftances, you 
fail to difcharge the duties, trying as they 
may be, of the fituation in whiclt the Lord 
-who appointeth your lot fhall have placed 
you; it'is not becaufe the grace of Chrift is 
not all-fufficient: it Js becaufe you afk it not, 
or alk it amifs, or refufe to employ it when 
beftowed. When Mofes was commanded 
to return after an abfence of forty years 
into Egypt, and to declare his commifTion 
to the king and to \he Ifraelites ; his feeble- 

(w) Zech. iv. 6. John, xv. 5, 8. 

nefs 
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nefs and bis infirmities' overwhelmed him 
with defpondence, • Who am /, he replied, 
that I Jhould go unto Pharaoh; and thai 
I Jhould bring the children of Ifrael out of 
Egypt ? my Lord ! I am not eloquent : I am 
Jlow of fpeech and of a flow tongue. Behold I 
I am of uncircumcifed lips ; and howJhallPha^ 
raoh hearken unto me ? The children of Ifrael 
will not believe me^ nor hearken unto my voice. 
What was the reply of the Almighty ? Cer^ 
tainly^ I will be with thee. Who hath made 
man s mouth : or who maketh the dumb^ or the 
deaf or the feeing^ or the blind f Have not /, 
the Lord ? I will be with thy mouthy and teach 
thee what thou Jhalt fay. See^ I have made 
thee a God unto Pharaoh. The children of 
Ifrael Jhall hearken unto thy voice («). Were 
notthefe promifes fulfilled to the uttermoft? 
Was not God with Mofes ? Did not Pharaoh 
tremble atvhis prefence? Did not the If- 
raelites believe him ? Were they not delivered 
from Egyptian bondage by his hand ? Addi- 
tional teftimonies crowd upon you. Look 
to the example of the apoftle, whofe words 
we are applying to our edification. Look to 
the fupport which he received from divine 
grace under that very thorn in the ilelh^ to 
which they allude. Hear his own expret 

(«) Exod. iii. II, 12. 18. iv. i. 10—12. vi. 30. vii.i. 

8 . (ions 
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that ye bear much fruit {pi). Look to the dif- 
play which the Scriptures fpread before you 
of the perfedions of God ; and you will im- 
mediately be convinced, that fuch a Being 
will in no inftance require from his creatures 
any one aft of/ obedience, which they are 
not thoroughly enabled to perform : and ihat 
no inftance of fervice, however difficult, can 
be required from the weakeft of his crea- 
tures, to which he cannot render that weakeft 
of his creatures equal. Look to the examples 
which the facred writings exhibit of the effi- 
cacy of divine grace, in ftrengthening holy 
men of old to execute every undertaking, to 
which God, for the manifeftation' of his 
glory, was pleafed to call them : and your 
confcience will proclaim to you that if, at 
any hour, and under any circumftances, you 
fail to difcharge the duties, trying as they 
may be, of the fituation in whiclt the Lord 
Avho appointeth your lot fhall have placed 
you; it'is not becaufe the grace of Chrift is 
not all-fufficient : it ^is becaufe you afk it not, 
orafk it amifs, or refufe to employ it when 
beftowed. When Mofes was commanded 
to return after an abfence of forty years 
into Egypt, and to declare his commiffion 
to the king and to ^he Ifraelites ; his fceble- 

(w) Zech. iv. 6. John, xv. 5. 8. 

nefs 
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nefs and bis infirmities' overwhelmed hifll 
with defpondence, ' Who am /, he replied, 
that I Jhould go unto Pharaoh ; and that 
I Jhould bring the children of Ifrael out of 
Egypt ? my Lord ! I am not eloquent : T am 
flow of fpeech and of a flow tongue. Behold I 
I am of uncircurncifed lips ; and howJhallPba^ 
raoh hearken unto me ? The children of Ifrael 
will not believe me^ nor hearken unto my voice. 
What was the reply of the Almighty ? Cer-^ 
tainly^ I will be with thee. Who hath made 
mans month : or who maketh the dumb^ or the 
deaf or the feeing^ or the blind f Have not ly 
the Lord? I will be with thy mouthy and teach 
thee what thou Jhalt, fay. See^ I have made 
thee a God unto Pharaoh. The children of 
Ifrael Jhall hearken unto thy voice [n). Were 
notthefe promifes fulfilled to the uttermoft? 
Was not God with Mofes ? Did not Pharaoh 
tremble at \ his prefence? Did not the If- 
raelites believe him ? Were they not delivered 
from Egyptian bondage by his hand ? Addi- 
tional teftimonies crowd upon you. Look 
to the example of the apoftle, whofe words 
we are applying to our edification. Look to 
the fupport which he received from divine 
grace under that very thorn in the flelh, to 
which they allude. Hear his own expreC* 

(») Exod. iii. \i, I2» i8. i^^• !• lo— 12. vi. jo.vli.i. 

8 . fions 
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Cons in the verfes immediately fubfequent to 

the text. / take pleafure in infirmities fir 

CbriJTs fake: for when I am weak^ then am I 

firong. In nothing am t behind the very chief eji 

apojlles^ though I be nothing. Truly the figns 

of an apojlle were wrought among you in all 

patience^ in figns ^ and wonders^ and mighty 

deeds {p\ Hear his language on the fame 

fubjeft to the Galatians. My temptation 

which was in my fie/b ye defpifed not nor re^ 

jeSled: but received me as an^angel of Gody even 

as Chrifi Jefus. I bear you record that^ if it 

had been pofijible^ ye would have plucked out 

\ your own eyes and have given them unto 

me (/). Did not the grace of Chrift here 

prove itfelf all-fufficietit ? Did it not prove ^ 

itfelf all-fufficient, when it enabled the apof- 

ties, twelve obfcure and helplefs individuals, 

deftitute of human attainments, of hmnan 

llrength, fo fuccefsfully to preach Chriftia- 

nity, a religion equally odious to the Jews 

and to the Gentiles ; that in the face of uni-> 

verfal oppofition, it fpeedily numbered thou- 

fands and tens of thoufands under its banners 

in almoft every region of the known world ? 

Did it not prove it felf all-fufficient, when it 

enabled the feed of the gofpel, though planted 

in a barren and degenerated foil; though to 



(o) 2 Cor. xii. 10—12. 


(j>) Gal- IV. 14, 15. 
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appearance inconfiderable as a grain of tnuf^ 
tard feed^ the fmdlleji of all herbs ; fofpeedily; 
to bring forth to rnillions the peaceable fruit^^ 
of righteoufnefs : fo fpeedily to affume . tJM^ 
form of that mighty tree whofe braaqhcflt- 
Ihall overfpread the earth? Ye know/m 
all your hearts^ and in all your fouls ^ that not: 
one t hi fig hath failed of all the got)d Jinngi^xi 
which the Lord your God f pake concerning youil 
, All are come to pafsMnto you : and not one thing 
Ifatb failed thereof (y) : Judge from the paft- 
to. the fiitmc Know that He, who has 
hitherto proved himrelf true, will prove him* . 
felf a God of truth for ever. He offers his- 
grace for your acceptance. He pronounces 
his grace ali-fufficient. Be affured that, what^ ^ 
foever ye do^ his grace is ready to enable you 
^ to do it to the glory of Gody^ that Gqd may in 
all ttnngs be glorified through y ejus Chriji [r). 
3. The grace of Chrift is fufEcient to giv6 ' 
5.< comtort under affliftions, and to convert 
them into means of improvement in faith 
and holinef^. 

Whom the Lord loveth^ he chajleneth ; and ' 
fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth. It is 
good for me that I have been ajffliaed. Before 
I ipas affliEled I went ajlray ; but now have I 
{q) Jolhua, xxiii. 14, (r) i Cor. x. 31. i Pet. iv. ir. 

kept 
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hpi thy word. Tribulation worktth patience ; 
y| and patieriee experience ; and experience hope. 
^\ NevertMefs^ God comfortttb thofe that are cqfl 
4 ixmn (/). - By whom ? By the Holy Ghoft^ 
T the Comforter. Did not God abundantly 
^\ comfort in ancient days that pattern of afflic- 
tion. Job ? Did not the Lord accept Job^ and 
ft'oe nnto yob twice as much as he bad before f ' 
Did liot he fanftify the afflictions of Job to 
the welfare of his foul ; teaching him by 
fdutary difcipline to abhor himfelf, land to 
Irepent in duft and dfhes ? And doe^ not the 
language of St. Paul, in the bittereft feafon of 
his forrows, demonftrate that he welcomed 
affiiGdotx as a bleffing fent from a wife and 
merciful Father j that he tejoiced in it as ah 
inftrument of growth in grace ? Hear him 
addreffing the -elders of Ephefus : Now^ be*^ 
hold^ t go bound in the fpirti unto yerufalem ; 
not knowing the things that Jhall befal tne 
there : fave that the Holy Ghoji witnejfeth in 
every tityyfaying that bonds and ajffiiSiions abide 
me. But none of tbefe things move vie : nei^ 
ther count I my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I 
might fnijb my courft with joy^ and the mini'- 
Jlry which I ha%^e received of the Lord jcfus. 
Nay^ as he add$ on other occafions, in all 

(#) Hebr. icii. 6. Pfalm cxi<. 67. 71. Rom. v. 3> 4. 
2 Cor* vii* 6. 

Vol.! 1 theft 
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thefe things wd are mote than cott^ner^ 
through him that loved us. I am jilkiNslA'th 
comfdrt ; / am exceeding joyful in all o^^ tfiiM-^ 
lation. BJeJfed be God^ even the'Fatb^^^f'^i^ 
Lord Jefus Chrijf, the Father ofm^friiyml 
the God of all comfort^ who comfbPt€tbuisfn\^^ 
our tribulation. For^ asthtfuJ^erings^Gk^^ 
abound in us^fo our cvnfolatim a^^ nb^iM^fgti^ 
by Cbrifi (/). Are no^ here the fhtitsi^of \adli 
fufEcient grace ? Sanftify then, in lafi ^^^ ^ 
fulFerings, the Lord God in your heartt.^VBi^ 
prayer, by patience, by felf-exaflfinationi \^ ^ 
unremitting endeavours to corre£t and actiitedi 
in yourfelf whatever offendeth the ^eyes lof 
your heavenly Father, ftrive to forward '^Sfe 
gracious purpofe. So Ihall the peace X)f God* 
which: paffeth knowledge be poured, by thftl 
Holy Ghoft the Comforter into your hearfci 
So Ihall your light afBi3;ion8, which are bill 
for a moment, work for you a far more c^-i 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory ! 1 

4. The grace of Chrift is fufficient forfalf* 
vation. -r;> 

It is the grace of God wherein ye Jlandj . . I^; 
IS the grace of God which bringeth fs^lvatkn^y 
it is the Hdy Spirit of God, fent forth byCbrift, 
Jefus, that be may abide with men for sver^ 

(t) Ads, XX. 22— 24, Rom. viii. yj, 2 Cor. i. jt-J. 

whereby 
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)eberefys ye are fealed unto the day of re^ 

kmption (i/)» St. Paul felt the fufficiency of 

tlvc<grace of Chrift unto faliratiori^ when lie 

tefelaiiBed, en thfe profpeft of approaching 

lurtyrdorxi: J know whom I have believed^ 

ml am perfuaded that he is able to keep that 

%M^b I have committed unto him. I have 

fif^bt a good fight ; I have finijbed my courfei 

Ihavit.kept the faiths Henceforth there is laid 

^fdr me a crown of righteoufnefs ; which the 

Lkrdj the righteous Judge^ Jballgive me at that 

d^ (to)* He that endureth imto the end 

flttlLbe faved: and the grace of Chrift whereby 

jlou may be enabled to endure unto the end, is 

e&dually placed within the reach of every. 

maiL Of the numbers of thofe who fliall ' 

ftretch forth their arms and embrace it, and 

hdd it ftedfaftly untofalvation, we know little. 

Uiat 16 a fecret placed beyond the veil, which 

feparates time from eternity. Yet have the 

Ikirts of that veil been fo far lifted up by the 

hand of prophecy, as to cheer our prefent 

I dalrknefs with glimpfes of the more than 

' monal light which glows behind. The earth 

"Jbnll be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 

at the waters cover the fea. The kingdoms of 

this "world fi^all become the kingdoms of our 

(u) I Pet. T. 12. *Tit. ij. II. Eph. IV .30. ^w) 2 Tim. 
i. 12. !¥• 7j S. 

I 2 Lord' 
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Lord and ofbli Chrijl : and bejball Mgn [fi^ 
ever and ever. Many Jhdll come JktM tUm 
Eajl^ and from the Weji^ and from the -Norths 
And from the South; and Jhall Jit dow9( *mth 
jlbraham^ and Ifaac^ and Jacob in the kiHgdm 
bf"^ heaven (a?). That you may form fonit ^' 
eftimation of the countlefs myriads of ith«infr ^ 
deemed f^iints, the inheritors of ^e1?e?liiflrtjiig ■ 
liftf; contemplate the armies ofbeiai^en^'ts- 
pfefetited as attendants on the triu(nphs'<>f tlft 
Son of God in the emblematical ^Jiibiltibf 
the Apocalypfe: a great mtdtiiUdcwii&h^Jiif 
man could nitniher of all nations^ andHmdmbj 
and people^ and tongues^ Jlandin^befoft-i^ 
throne and befbfe the Lamb^ clothed wiib^^i^bke 
robes ^ and with palms in thef!t bunds ) trttd 
crying with a ^oite as thd voice of mdhy ^bittefs^ 
and as the voice of mighty thundertngSy'SMvk* 
tion to our God and to the Lamb 1 jliltkfjdh f 
For the Lord God omnipotent reignetS fy)* 
Here behold the fufEciency of the giractf^f 
Chrift uato falvation'/ How were "allth^c 
countlefs myriads faved ? Not art individtial 
of the number was faved but by the grade of 
Chrift. Do you rejoice in the conteniplatifen 
of the innumerable hofts of thd Bleflfed? 
Rejoice with trembling. InnumeraWc^ *aa 

{k) Ifaiah, xi. 9. Habbnk. ii. 14. Rcr. xi. 1 5. Matth, 
tlTiii. II. Luke, xiii. 28^ 29. (j) Rev. vii. 9. zix. 6. 14. 

they 



they nrci ,.thc earthy from the generitions 

^ial^ Aie has hitherto nourifhed in her bo- 

fomy/rom that which (he now nourifhesj 

fr^m'^pfe which in due fucceflion fhe ihall 

nouriih, before the dawning of the great day 

rtfthe JLord j cai^ fupply thefe and yet larger 

mildtjudes to be inhabitants of heaven, with- 

Wtrifleluding yotf. She can fupply thefe and 

^ ^kurgei multitudes to the regions of blifs 

fi(fitlid>;,' jind ilill may behold from among her 

)duldr§a ipukitudes equally ex:qeeding the 

q^^ : of computation configned to mifery 

(Arefiftfiing. In which of thefe. multitudes 

dfaaU you be found ? One fa^ is incontro*- 

t^Mrtible. No unclean perfon^ nor covetous man^ 

\mr any man who is a murderer^ or a thief ^ or 

,aliar^ or a drunkard^ or a reviler^ or an ex-* 

-tprtioner^ or a reveller^ or fedttious^ or guilty 

'rf berefy^ or of variance^ or of hatred^ or of 

Jrife, or of emulations^ or of ^nixyings^ or of 

'^my fucb crimes, of any other habitual fin, 

fiall inherit the kingdom of God {%). If you 

' liye as one of the unrighteous ; if you fulfil 

htks ivorks oftjjcflejbi if you fubje£k yourfelf 

to the dominion of any unchriftiah temper 

or praftice ; you will have no inheritance in 

the kingdom of Ghrijl and of God^, But the 

(») Eph. V. 5. 1 Cor, vi^ 9> ip, Gal» v. 19— ai« Rev. 

I a grace 
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grace of Ghrift, which has already proved tit " 
felf fufEcient to the falvation ot mfllions of 
your fellow-finners, is lufficient, if you w31 
fcek for it and profit by it, for yours, * Then 
Vf\\\ it qualify you to bring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit ; and to prove that you are Ghrift% 
by crucifying the flefh with its afFeflion^ Mi 
lufts. Then (hall it fandify you unto the day 
of redemption ; unto that day when ybii^ 
ihall join in the triumphant fong of xhtten 
thoufand times ten thpufands and tbou/Mds'of 
thoufands of the fpirits. of juft men made pert 
fe£t : BkJJmg^ and honour ^ and ghry^ and 
power be unto him that Jitteth upon the tbrom^ 
and unto the Lamb^ for ever and ever 7 "Tor 
thou wajljlain; andhajl redeemed us to God by 
thy blood [a). 

Let me now endeavour to apply to two 
clafles of perfons of oppofite defcriptions, 
Tome portion of the inftrudion, which the 
general fubjeft of the prefent and of the two 
preceding difcourfes niay fuggeft* 

I. I would in the firft place addrefs myfelfto 
thofc perfons, v^ho have hitherto neglefted 
or defpifed the grace of God, 

Are your eyes open to your fituation? 
What is the object which you negledl or 

(<i) Rev* V..9. II. 13. 

dcfpife I 
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defpife ? Is it an objed of no importance ? Is 

It an opjeA of little moment ? Is it an obje£t 

,of temporary concern ? It is the grace of God 

mdifpenfably neceflary, by your own confef- 

uon ipdifpenfably neceflary, to evcrlafting 

ia}vatipn. It is an objed fo pre-eminent in 

magnitijide and in duration, that every othei* 

^objefl wHich can intereft the heart of man is 

}ij cpmparifon but the weight of a grain of 

((uft^. the occupation of a moment^ This 

grace.of Qod you negled or (defpife. 

\^ jThat you (hould cjifregard the acquifitidn 

ofa Miffing thus inconceivably great without 

rKtfqns of the ftrongeft nature, woulcl be 

o^adnefs almofl beyond credibility. Perhaps 

then you regard the attainment of it as hbpe- 

lefs. Perhaps you have difcovered in the 

charter . of grace fome claufe of excieption, 

which (iiigles yoii oiit from the reft of yt)ur 

ipecies ; fevers and fixes you apart from the 

obje^s of mercy ; and debars you from the 

poffibility of receiving the gift of the Holy 

Spirit, by which you may be fandified unto 

life eternal ! You do not plead this apology, 

Yoy confefs that your heavenly Father has 

ever treated you, add ftill treats you, as one 

of his children : that the offer of divine grace 

is Unlverfal : that to you is the word of this 

ialVation fcnt : that to you it has been given 

I 4 to 
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praqiiie, of tKe Holy: Spirit :. fch^W/wh^ey^^; 

.ijpiSy h^ye beeA the.caufea. which i.fetvj^' pf^ 

ve^tedtyoufcom obeying the c^lUudo^cc^t» 

i^^ theboon, want of power liasMiPtb^^i;^ 

;. Bjit perhaps you imagine thit efforts loa 
yovii? ipairt are to have n(^ {hare b the^attalft? 
13)^^01 ;jC>f the gradeof! Chrift: tbat'yc>*crie3i^ 
crtion^ wtotuld he either /prefum^tuons^^^^ctt'itticft 
Jefsi^^ :€>Yaneedlef8>: that it js yotir Huty; ta.^jvak 
Ja p^tienj itia^SsiytUy untb the timejwhtoit 
Wty pJe^e/God; mho^ worketh . a}liil:all,^«^ 
youjqhfaft 10 you the gift of his Hp!ly>Spbife 
TJh.€(e. jare =*0t youF thoughts. You h^rc vm 
thps gtofsly rofifunderltood the fcDipwrej. Ytfft 
coafefs t^hal^ although it be God that »ro?keth 
in yojj both to will and to dp of his good-pjea^, 
fure; ypu feel yourfelves no kfe efficacLoufljr 
fr^, no lefs truly moral agents in the :aca 
qy,^fit}t)n of divine grice than you are;ia the 
acquifition of any of the gifts of God whicl^ 
you arc to colledt from the bofom of th^ 
earth. You confefs that Jefus Chrift^ who 
commands that his grace be fought by the 
Hfe of means j has not left yoy either igtlo* 
rant of the means, oc incapable of employing 
them. You confefs that prayer, animated by 
fuitable difpofitions and urged with due per- 
feverance, is a neceflary and certain inftru- 

meat 
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ttiiml^ t>jr vrhich the infitrence of the Holy 
Spirit In abtmdance proportioned to oor nefed 
fe'ttt be drawn down from heaven : and thai 
* reverent and edifying application of gtlace 
Mready received is an iodifpenfable condition^ 
oot of its increafe only, but of its continuance.' 
r Perhaps then you may be doubtful, for 
tkert is^fcarcely any me^fure of felf-deccp^ 
(fon 4oa' large to 6nd admiffion into the hu^ 
maaibearti whether you may notaireadv be 
onilertheefFefiual guidance of the Spirit df 
Cod. '^You may be ►of opinion that there 
are^no&any unequivocal marks, by which \\H 
prefence may be afcertained; nor any tofcens^ 
wkich^re infallible indications of his abfence» 
Yet afluredly I have again failed to fpecify 
the caufes of your difregard. What is the 
language of your fecret thoughts, but an ac- 
knowledgement that the fplendor of noon 
and the blacknefs of midnight are not re- 
tttoved, each from the other, by a didance 
more wide, by charafters more ftriking, than 
thofe which feparate and dilcriminate the 
works of the fle(h from the fruits of the Spi- 
rit? What is their language but an acknow- 
ledgement that you detedt within yourbofom 
proofs too plain to be controverted that it is 
^he habitation of worldly lulls, nt)t the Tem- 



122 On the NatHr^\m.d Efficacy. ' 

pie, of the Holy Ghoft ; . that you harv€ Hot 
tb© Sprit of Chrift, and are therefitbre pone ©f 
bisf?- ' ■ •'■ ■■'• 1'. 

', ^ It is poflible, however, that ydu^ mtiy^ dif* 
tnift the fufRciency of the grace of Chrift. 
\You may- have bebome perfuaded, that to a 
bcingiby nature fo unholy, by tranfgfe'ffibn 
fb deprived, as yourfelf ; to fucba being'^en- 
comptfflfed by the fnares, and a{6iited»by the 
malignity, of the powers of ^arfeheft; the 
'^Jivtae^'^ffiftanoe is granted In vain. ^^ -Bnt 
youf ^hearts recoil from this fuppoiitlon. You 

-f^ belieii^e in the Holy Ghdft, .the'Ldrd a«d 
«-Giver of life." You believe iti'^Hfe 'dfA- 

'^ii)o*eft<ie of God. You do*hot efetft-Saftin 
to the fovereignty of the univerfe;' 'Y^afe 
convinced that he whom God blefftth ' is 
bleflkd; that he whom God affiftetH feiiff be 
vidorious : that he who takcth to' hthiifelir tlie 
Whole atniour of God, the bteaft-jfjlitei of 
righteoufnefs, the fhield of faith, the fwbrd 

-^tof the fpirit, will be able to withftkhd all the 
Wiles of the devil, to quench all his fiery datts, 
and to lay hold in the ftrength of divine 
grace on the crown of everlafting falvatibn; 
What then arrt I to conclude ? For what ckufe, 
unhappy vidiih of delufion, difregaVdcft or 
defpifeft thou the riches of the grade of 
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.4Ghrift? If thou art unable or unwillmg;to 
ranfwcr the qtteftion ; I read the true reply 
in the word of God: ^fter thy hardn^fs 
md impenitent heart thou treafareji up untQjhy* 
felf %^ratb againft the day of wraths Thy neg- 
MQt^ thy coatempt, of divine grace fprings 
frOTiif hardnefe of heart, from ftubborn reluc- 
tance to repent. ■ Hence thou art.infeafible 
,|i) dang^fTvcarelefs as^ to confequenclbs* . The 
,&odrf>tbis^%i>€rld has Minded thy mind. la the 
cetitreof the fulneft of the light of the gofpel, 
thou haft hitherto lived in .wilful darkne& 
iS^rrounded With all the bleffinga of Cbriftiaa 
iaftrufltion, all the benefits and* encourage* 
.•meat^ qf Chril^ian comtnunipn j thou haft 
hithei^to difplayed the ignorance qi^ the^iipdjf^ 
.ferqnqe^of a. heathen. Stationed on the verge 
ofJA/bpundlefe eternity, into w^hich thou m^ft 
,J(boftlypa/s J elevated on an emiuenc?, whence 
i.thpu niayeft behold the regions of everlaftiog 
.blifs, and the abodes of never-ending woe ; 
Jl^ou haft condudled thyfelf as .though the 
prpfpedt were an airy vifion, as though death 
were a perpetual fleep. Year after year the 
Spirit of God has ftretched forth his hand 
to pluck thee, as a brand out of the burning ; 
but thine hand thou haft obftinately with* 
. .drawo. His hand is ftretched out ftilL Poft 
^hou ftill withdraw thine? Repentance is not 

yet 
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yet too late even for thee. Daft thOtti^ 
tieftife the -grace of repcntence ? f rMsi^^thv 
thwndof heaven God calfe theeto hitrlfejfi 
To-day, if thou wilt hear his voice^^liftrdeii 
nbt thyhtfart. The Father, the Spn, and the 
HblyGhoft invite thee to pardon^ rcdamptloi^ 
fan&rfieition. They invite thee to felvatien-i 
they *pl#dge the pi^mife of themnchaogeahlc 
Ciiilh^dtd'give tbee^ftrength,-if jeyenifyft 
th^bti^WiH^'itccej^t ftrengthy to attain ifiritattoq; 
^o: fife^^^pirfititM^^^^^ 18 withia illy^^^hoicll. 
tfctf Acfn chobfe' hHl 6r heaven \ ^ '■■ \ ^ lo v :^ i):i 

>Jo^o1>4in t^ grice of Chflft, and tcy apply to 

its'pro^^f^^^^^^ the ftrengtb^;^hi<bh Ife p^nU 

e8*fe^"kWe; ti^ on th$Uiat«ra:knd 

iVe Maty ofthe^^rdlrniied^ift of Ad Spwit 

of Odd" are perhaps n«t fefs imponam 'tfaan 

^ to'^th'e 'cfat'M r¥^ 

' may n^rneedjH an>dtJic5 bar<ienid, 

"^tdhtinitilly tb be reminded thiit the'guidarice 

/Ilia Ibpprt bf the Holy Ghoft, purchafed 

by tliie atoning facrifice of the Lord Jefiis^ 

ire elfeiitia;! to falv^ation, are freely ofFered/to 

alT men, are piticcfd within the gt^fp of every 

tn^: -foV ybtt have fought thetn,^ you flill 

fbek them, a^ neceflTdryto you, as propofed 

' tb you, as attainablfe by you; Ton -ma^ not 

; eqtially with the: inconiiderate and tbe/c9rner 

4^ ^require. 



^i4fDivim Graces ti$ 

te^ke $9 be admoniihed that diviae grace is 
toibQicfoati^n <k)wn by prayer j to be difcerned 
b^rita fruits j to be cheriftied as aU-luflScient: 
fior to prayer you have trufted for the acquifV 
non of it ; its fruits are, in a meafure more 
or leferampie^ vifsble in your liye^^ itsfuffii* 
xrienicy to prefent peace and final f^vatipu is 
the Ibettr anchor, of your fouls- Bm^iistrc^iwit 
.you ctfcc xhildi-en of Ad^ai ? Afe not yp^^co^ 
Ittflied ^ihi infirmity^ Atp n9; jo^^lJaU 
day) after /day^ by/inherept <:pri:>^ptf9ja L Af e 
not you perpetually Hndwibj^M^yc pf^J^^^aj^ 
«i&eyi whagoeth ^bQut,U^e.j|nfj9axipg. jion 
fcekipj^ virhdm he may dqvpurl pip not; omif- 
$mi^ of kw>wn duty^.dq nPt t^fMiigr^ffipns ^o^ 
radcBQwledged coinQ;iand;z^ent3, , vp^^^j^j^lj 
:aiife before your poniqpncqsj., cgvpripg yp^u 

vrkhi^ame$ teaching ypu that of yourfelyes 
lydiu are laothingi cpnftraining yoi) td a4nxite 
.the long; fufffcripgof God,?: »Dp n<>t. ypujr^?t^d in 
^mhe-word 6{ truth x.When tbi: rigbUQW turncfh 
^itmay'Ji'pm hU rigbteoufncfs^ and committftb ini- 
'"^ttiy ;. iin bis Jin tha^t Jf€ bat b finned be^Jbalt 

ir$e,ifi)f Do not yoii-Jiear the .voice of your 
vlocd-: Tbe brfincb 'Cfinnoli bear fruit except, it 
'• idnde in tbe.^ine;, no more can. yr^ except ye 

4diJeJft me. „lf a^m^n abide nf)t intne^ be, is 
-tqfi forth !as a brfnfk (lf^tr^is,,'^ifberedf as a 

'^' ': - A branch 



brandi that is to be caji.ifito ibc.^{(^h^.h^ 
16* the comclufion to be deduced frora tbefe^ 
pafiagcs? A concIuTion fuppoitcdiby man|? 
pofitive texts no lefs than by the decided jttov 
nor of holy writ; that grace receiived lAsLf 
be loft I that grace abufed will be withrdrawnii 
that a man raay fall from grace : tthait tfai* 
moft righteous man may plunge himfielfiitrta^ 
evcrlafting' damnation*:^ I&thy nanmvfAisttm 
in the book of life? Be it fo. : Bd\w4re left' 
it be blotted out [d). Be notx high-mim^S 
therefore^ but fearr -Behold vjixh aftonifhraciBt^ 
and gratitude the goodnefs yf. God in OTaWriig 
thee a partaker of his grace: towatds theen^^ 
goodnefs. Goodnefs that fhall -enfuire tc lh«ei 
filvation ? On one condAiion^^iftbouiiCfmimui 
in bis goodnefs : - otherwife^ thou alfot fbah ' h - 
cut of {e). 

. Griete not then the Holy Spirit of Qod^^ 
ye who at prefent ftand fall in grace : provoke - 
not your Saviour to take his holy Spirit 
froiiir you. Abide in your Lord j and he will 
abide in you. Continue branches of the. tvu^^ 
vine : and you fliall receive abundant nurture* 
Perfevere iii prayer: flee fromf temptations 
abftain from all appearance of evil. Ex- 
amine your life and converfation.by the ikai>- 

(c) John, XV. 4. 6. (</) Rev. iii. 5. (ir) Ronu xi. 20. 2/. 

dard 



dard'of t(he grfpel. Probe your h^art tfo the 

btttrbnw.'^ Cooupare your prefent'ftate with 

)0uirrr ftate at antecedisnt periods. Learn 

' Ti?§ietbda;:ytou^row in grace i whether you 

make a^vHible- advance, a regular progrefs, in 

die/cminfe of €hriftian attainments. If you. 

find yotarferr. now on the fame fpot, at 

wbictf lyooirhad flong fmce arrived : where 

iQ:)tthei(' mean time; has been youFiT«;tier^ 

doii? niWhere has been your folfcditudie ? 

Wficwsv yonif remembrance of God? A Where 

ynorrffove for your Redeemer ?., /Where 

jsmrifircYerence for the Spirit of fsriwaifica* 

tioii\R Wovpever fair may be the • bloflboftt 

hswiJcver proraifmg. the early fruit : if rfiat 

ftukjLHor^efponfive to fliowers and dqwaand 

ftjlnmelr^funs, advance not towards- maturity- 

it proves itfelf to be the produdion of a 

withering branch, a branch indanger of being 

cut! off and caft into the fire* But if it be 

indeed undeniable that you have ceafed to 

pnefe forward towards the mark of your high 

cdiing in Chrift Jefus : do you flatter your- 

felf with the hope that you have remained 

ftationary ? On the abrupt and flippery af- 

c^Qt,' which leads from earth to heaven, do 

you hope that, while you have uemi-tted yoUr 

exertions to climb the fteep, yop have pre- 

r: ferved 
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Not fo with refpedl to. the concerns of cter- \ 
nity. There every thing is determinate aqd | 
(immutable. Heaven and Hell ftand revealed \ 
before man. The rewards provided for tic j 
fervants of Chrift, the puniihments in. ftoife : 
for thofe who difregard his offers of mercy, j 
are eftablifl^ed for everlafting in the word of ; 
truth ; are fo clearly difphyed, that he who . 
runneth may read and underftand^. Their 
voice is gone oat into all lands j and their 
found unto the ends of the world. Is a-d* 
ditional illumination needed? The gofpef 
fupplies it. To enlighten the blind ; to fhafsne 
. the felf-deceiver; to cheer the righteous on 
his way ; to awe the guilty into contrition; . 
the faithful and the wicked are difcrimfxiftted 
by marks, which ignontnce cannot mii^akf 
»or craftinefs elude. '0 

In various paflages of Scripture theft 
perfons in all countries to whona thfc 
Chriftian religion has been preached, for s^ 
prefent it is unncceffary to fpeak of heatheo 
^nations, are divided into two claffes : into 
, thofe that are ChrilVs, and thofe that are not 
-Chrift's.. Thefe two bodies of men are alfo 
delineated under ptberreprefentations, whidi 
bear th^ fame. import with the preceding de- 
^fcription*. Thus thofe that are Chrift's arc 

occa- 



a rent Cbrifiian. l;Ji 

occafiooallf charaacrifcd as born of the 
Spirit ; walking in the Spirit ; the children of 
God ; the eledl of God ; the doers of the 
law ; the heirs of the kingdom of heaven. 
ThcJfe that are not Cbrift's are defcribed as^ 
walking in the fie(h ; fulfilling the lulls of 
the flefii ; the children of this world ; the 
unfruitful hearers of the law ; the fer- 
vants of Satan ; the heirs of damnation. 
All of us who are here aflembled, belong to 
liic one or to the other, of thefe two divifions 
of the human race* We are Chrift's ; or we 
«e not Chrift's. If we are Chrift's, and if 
through the blcfled influence of the holy Spirit, 
wfaidi will aflTuredly attend earned prayers 
asd zealMis exertions on our own part, we 
condnue Chrift's unto the end j we fhall 
be received after death into the kingdom of 
bdven, through the atoning blood of our 
Redeemer; If we are not Ghrift's, and re- 
aiaia in that fituation till we die; we have 
t&look, as^ the Scriptures unequivocally de- 
clare, for that jJace only, where the worm 
l^eth not,and the fire is never quenched. 
i If this fltatement be juft J furely every per- 
son prefent, who has any fcrious concern for 
fail foul, muft feel how inexpreffibly import 
tant It is to fatisfy himfelf whether, in his 
K 2 exifting 
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exifting Hate of heart and life, he is Ghrift'a^ 
or not. 

This is a queftion which God exped:8 you 
to anfwer, every one for himfelf. There ifl 
only one method by which you can learn a true 
anfwer to it. Some perfons enthufiaftically 
conceive that they can difcern by certain in- 
ward fenfationsand impulfes, which they attri- < 
bute to the immediate -agency of the Holy 
Ghoft upon their minds, that they are GhriftV, 
Others are willing to conclude that they arc 
Chrift V, becaufe they have been baptized into his 
church ; attend public worfliip and the facra-i^ 
ments with tolerable regularity; and lead, ac- 
cording tb their own eftimation and the ge- 
neral^ opinion of the world, decently good 
lives* Others perfuade themfelves that CSirift 
will acknowledge them at laft for his, becau& 
he is very nierciful; and becaufe,^ unholy, as 
they have been, they are fatisfied that: fcir- 
rouilding multitudes have been as unholy as 
themfelves. All thefe modes of judging, are 
fatal delafions* What is the true method? 
7b the law and: to ihe tejlimony. Search the 
Scriptures. They contain ample defcriptions 
of the perfons who are Chiift's. If, on 
deeply examining your heart and cgnduiQ: 
as in the prefenceof God, you difcovcr ade- 
5 , . quatc 
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qoate grounds for belief that thofe defcrip- 
tions may be applied to yourfelf ; you have 
.rcafoa humbly tb*trnft that you are Chr^ft'8. 
ff yea perceive that they cannot fairly be ap- 
plied tcr /yourfelf j conclude that at prefent 
you aneiiTot Cbrift's. * - 

Search' then tlie Scriptures for the anfwer 
to**y43iir queftion.*^" Among the many paf- 
&^^ refeting to the-fubje6t, perhaps there is 
ncAioiie*fnMn which you may colled^ the true 
fcplyrhore eafily than from the verfe imme- 
diately/under our confi deration. Tbey that 
arc €brijfs have crucijied the fiejh^ with the 
(^effwns and lufis. And confequently, they 
who have^not crucified the flelh with the af- 
feftions «nd lufts, are not Chrift*s* Brethren, 
ivtiy one of you may judge of his own ftatef 
forhimfelf. 

' fbe iove of Cbrifl^ faith the apoftle on an- 
other pccafron, conjiraineth us : becaufc wt 
thus Judge y that if one died for ally then were all 
dead: we judge that if Chrift died for all 
men, it is a proof that but for his death ail . 
■toen would have fallen fliort of pardon and 
' tteraa} life ; and he died for all\ that they which 
'live^ Jbould not henceforth live unto themfelves^ 
hut unto him who died for them and rofe 
again [a). This living unto Chrift he deno- 

{a) 2 Cor. V. 14, 15. 

K 3 minates 
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ixxinates in the text crucifying the flefh with the 
affed:ion$ and lufts. This I fay^ tben^ as he 
writes in zii isaiiier part of the chapter ; Wxdk 
in the Spirip^ and ye Jhcdl not fulfil tbi Ufftf 
iftbejlejh. For the fiejb luftetb againfi the Spi^ 
rit^ and the Spirit againji tbe fiejh : and tbejk 
ar^ contrary tbe one to tbe other. Having i\j^ 
joined a copious catalogue of deeds of iniquity 
which he terms tbe works ofjbejlelb ; the works 
to which our corrupt and flefhly nature of it'* 
felf would draw us ; and concerning which he 
pronounces that they, who do fuchthingiB, flbaJl 
not inherit the kingdom qf God : he enume- 
TjUes fundry Chriftian virtues as among the 
truits of the Spirit ; ^$ contrary to our natu^ 
rally finfi^l difpofitions, and as created, nurtur^^ 
ed and ripened in us only by the influence of 
the Spirit of God ; for it is God that worketj^ 
ia us both to will and to do that which is right | 
and be worketh by the agency of the Holy 
Ghoft* And in order to qualify every perfoii 
to examine and judge for himfelf whether he 
23 living to the Spirit and to Chrifl, and is there^ 
fore authorifed to hope fdr mercy and falva» 
tion J or whether he is living to the flefh, and 
is therefore ftill lying in a ftate of condeiiina- 
tion ; St. Paul concludes with this fhort and 
explicit rule: Jbey that art Chri/Ts haw 

aruci^ 
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eriitificd the fiejb with the qffeSHons and 
bifis. 

JJ^t me now endeavour to^ffift y.ou in 
judging whether you are living to Chrift, or 
to the flefh, by fetting before you feme of the 
fcriptiiral tefts, which diftinguifh from a cor- 
rupt and nnregenerate world thofe who be- 

Wig. to the Lord Jefus. 

.*.*■■ 

Il To crucify the flefli with its pffeiSiloaa 
and lufts, is, in the firft place, to m^ke it the 
bufinefs of life to overcome, through the ever 
pfefent grace of God, the evil difpofitions 
and defires of human nature } andtpabftaiQ 
from the evil aftions to which thofe difpofi-*- 
tions and defires would lead. And on wha( 
principle are you thus to crucify the flefli ? 
Tou are to crucify it for the fake of Jefus 
Chxift. You are to abhor and renounce fm 
becaufe it was the occafion of his fufferings. 
From love and gratitude to your Redeemer 
for the unfpeakablte kindnefs which he has 
flievn towards yourfelf, you are to forfakc 
whatever is difpleafing in his fight. He died 
for you ; and you are to live unto him. If 
jou will not live unto him in this world, you 
will not b^ received into his kingdom in the 
next. Thefe are fundamental truths whieln 

K 4 the 
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tTieS fcriptUrcs teach you plainly, jsindbfefoft 
hand* You are here placed, in this refpaftv 
iipon your trial ; with your linderftartdiAg's 
ptevioufly informed, with your eyes operi' tft 
inevitable confequences. Confider|then wellj 
each of you for, yourfelf. Are you living' t6 
(jfcrift ? If y6u wilfully indulge youffelf^n 
any wicked principles, in any wicked h^bif^ 
y6u' certainly are not living unto him. If 
yod ' iit polluted with any impure praftiie ; 
ydti are n6t living unt6 Chrrft, - hut untb tKli 
fleih ind the deviK If your heart fwdls witfc 
ftfaWferd,' br coritrads with envy ; you are not 
HVing^Hirito Chrift. If you are proud ; or co-i 
VSetbtis ;' ot a drunkard ; or a reveller : yoii 
are iiot living unto Ghrift, Gaft your eyes oh 
fom'e of thfe verfes preceding the text : and 
y6\i Willread, if your chara<fJ:er be fopnd 
imongthpfe which I have fpecifi'ed, an cxprefs 
decUration concerning yourfelf, that you 
ftiall not inherit the kingdom of God, De-p 
ceive not yourfelf by irrelevant fpeculations. 
Siy not within your bofom ; " If thia be the 
** cafe, how few will be faved !'' That is not 
yout concern. The point which is impor- 
tant to you is this : that God has folemnly 
pronounced, that neither the unclean perfon, 
fL^ar the enviouSj^ nor he who cheriflies hatred 

or 
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or Teeks for fcVenge, nor the drunkard, nor 

the flanderer, )ior the proud, nor the 

cool:entious, nor the covetous, nor any 

man who will nfot labour ftedfaftly to live 

il|ito Chrift, fhall enter into the kingdom, of 

Heaven. Will not you credit the word of 

your Judge ? Do you charge the God of truth 

with falfehood ? Hath he fpoken and (hall be 

not do it? Hath. he faid it, and ihalLhe,;iot 

make it good ? Beware left you b^ co.qvinfi^d 

when it is too late. If you^re living, in any 

habitual fin ; confider yourself a^a a.perfpo 

ftill lying under the curfe of the l4^Y, jimd^r 

the fentence of condemnation, Atteimpt not 

to elude the denunciations of God, by (Ja.nger 

rous and groundlefs hopes that he will be 

merciful in cafes, with refpe(9: ^to. which h^ 

has forewarned you, and has forewarned yoxf. 

ia terms as plain as language can furniOi, that 

he will not fhew mercy, but will al]ow .hU 

juftice to purfue its courfe. Know that his 

threatenings will be fully executed agfttnjQ; 

yourfelf ; unlefs you fubmit to thofe means, 

through which alone mercy is held forth to you, 

and become inverted with thofe qualifications, 

-by which alone you can be rendered meet to 

receive it. O Lord our God ! Thou art un- 

fpeakably merciful; Qtherwife no. man would 

fee falvation. From the cloud in which thou 

paffedft 



1 3 8 On the Marts which djftinguljb 

pafledft before Mofefii thou prcclaimedft tby 
name to be mercifuL Thou proc^medft thy* 
fclf, The Jjordy the Lord God ^merciful and gre^ 
dous^ long'fufferingy abundant in goodnefsand 
truth ; keeping merqy ; forgiving iniquity^ tranf* 
grejfion and Jin. But thou proclaimedft thy* 
felf alfo to be aOod that will by no means clear 
the guilty {b). TJidu -wilt not flwew mercy in 
a way which would contradift thy own word; 
Thmi wflt not fliew mercy in a way which 
would minifter encouragement to fin. Thou 
wilt not fhew mercy to thofe who remain ob* 
ftlnatc in carelcffnefs and tranFgreffion. Thou 
wilt fhew abundant mercy to th^ repentant 
fihnef ; none to the perfevering finner. My 
brethren I Would you obtain mercy ? Seek 
k* in the way, the only way, in which it is to 
be obtained. Become confcious of your need 
of mercy; confcious of your guik ahd of 
your helplefTnefs. Fly to the atonement 
which Chrift has made upon the crofs^ Pray 
eonftantly and fervently for his grace : and 
under the influence of his grace make it your 
firft care and your warmeft defire that your 
heart be purified, that it be turned from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of Sa. 
tan unto God. Renounce every finful tem- 
per, every finful praftice, however dear it may 

{b) Exod. xxxlv. 5— 7* 

z^ be 
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\fiXo yo^*^ If to reaouiice it be a ti4al a$ dif^ 

fi^ult japd^pAiaful as to part wi,th a right hac4: 

oj;^ right eye^ you muft either relinqjui/h it^ 

or rdipquiih your hopes, of heaven. You mx}^ 

make your choice. Do you hefitate to coook* 

tQ a* decifioa,? Transform mauntains ia(o vali* 

lies^ the fea into cjry land : remove the eaft .to 

t^p > weft : reconcile darknefs with light; 

and then dream of enjoying guilty pleafurct 

\x^ t^is life» and happinej^ in the life to* come, 

• . ' •• 

TL Have you therefore refolvedt through 

the grace of God, to rcnbunce the indulgence 

of finful inclinations and pra<9:ice8 ? Hav^ 

you thus taken the firft ftep towards living 

unto Chrift ? What then is the fecond ? Ccafc 

to do evil; faith the prophet. What is hi^ 

next injundion ? Learn to do well. 

In addition to the crowds who ahandon 

themlelves to flagrant immorality, there are 

numbers who pafs through life with fo fcanty^ 

a portion of aftive concern about religion • 

are fo far from proving the care of their fonts 

to be their main obje£l ; and fall fo far 

ihort in teippers and in pradice of the fcrip- 

tural rule of living unto Chrift j that they 

muft reafonably expe£t, if they continue in 

their prfefent ftate, to fall fhort of falvation. 

Xn the world, which forms its judgement by 

./ its 
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itV own ftandard; not by the thie ftandardj 
the woYd of God ; they fdpport what is term*- 
erf, k very refpeftable charafter. ' They arej 
drlthe whoTe, ptindual and hondV iftnheir' 
dealings-; grave' aintl decent in their thkhners j 
not apt- under ordinary circumftances, to ufe 
profane language,' or to fly out into paffiona( 
ittd- quarrels ; generally prefent, once at leaft 
oh the Sabbath, in'the public wbrfh'ip' of God J 
and attendants perhaps, more Or lefsTrequent- 
. ly, on the facramental table. Poffihly you 
enquire, " Arp not all thefe things right?" 
That is. not exaAIy the queftion which yoa 
Should propofe^' The true queftion isj 
Siippbfihg this cohcluft, as far as it advances, 
to" be right ; is it fufficient ? Is it living unto 
Chfift in fiich a manner as the Scriptures de- 
clare to be neceflary to falvation ? Now*, in 
fuggefting this enquiry, far be it from me 
to encourage any of you cenforioufly to 
pry into the character of others^ But moft 
earneftly let me importune each of yoU tho- 
roughly to examine his owrt; that lie may 
difcover whether it has been exhibited in the 
preceding picture. To the queftion, then, 
* w"hether the conduft which has been defcribed 
be not right as far as it advances ; the Scrip- 
tures reply^ that it is right, if it has originated 
from right principles, fromi.£Ihriftian motives. 

• If 
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Jf you have been temperate only for the lake 
of preferving your health ; if you haveheea 
decent . in youi* converfation, grave in your 
deportment;, hOineft and quiet in your deal- 
ings, ^nd regular in prefenting yourfelves 
in tlie houfe or at the table of the Lord ; only 
for the fake of your reputation, or for fom^ 
other felfilh and worldly reafon : , there iia^ 
been nothing in all thefe things of living unto 
Ghrift. But let us make a more favourable 
fuppofition. Be it admitted that your con- 
dud; has flowed in fome degree from the lov? 
of Chrift. I cannot fuppofe, if you belong to 
the clafs of which I now fpeak, that it ha^ 
flowed principally from the love of Chrift. 
Had that been your principal motive ; it would 
have given birth to far. other fruits. But 
your conduct flowed, in part, from love to 
Chriil. Poor and deficient indeed, has been 
your lovje for the Lorid Jefus ; if you have 
been fatisfied with manifefting it by fuch 
feeble tokens. And poor and deficient is your 
knowledge pf your Bible ; if you think th^t 
you (hew that love of Chrift, which th^e 
Bible requires of every true Chriftian ! What 
faith the old Teftamcnt ? Thou Jhalt lovCr 
the Lord thy God with all thine hearty and 
with all thy foul^ and with all thy might ic). 
(c) Dcut. VI. 5. 

• .. : ■ ■ What 
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itV own ftandard; not by the' thie ftaitdardi 
tfte'WoYd of God ; they fdpport what is term** j 
erf, 'k- very refpeftaWe charafter. ' They arej ^ 
dh die whoTe, ptindual and hondV m- their* 
dealiifigs-; grave ail tl 'decent in their tnkhners j 
ndi apfei under onJinarycircumftatices, t6 ufe 
profane langudgd,' or to fly out into paffionsf 
inrtd- quaff el6; generally prefent, once at leaft 
6h theSabbath, iri'the public wbrfhip df Godj 
and attendants perhaps, inore Or lefs frequent- 
• ly,on the facramental table. Poffibly you 
enquire, " Arp not alV thefe things right ?'* 
That is. not exadly the queftlon which you 
Ihould propofe-* The true queftion is; 
Siippbfihg this cohcluft, as far as it advances, 
W be right ; is it fiifficient ? Is it living unto 
Chfift ihTiich a manner as the Scriptures de- 
clare to be neceflary to falvation ? Now*, in 
fuggefti'ng this enquiry, far be it from me 
to encourage any of you cenforioufly to 
^ry into the character of othersJ Biit moft 
earneftly let me importune each of you tho- 
roughly to examine his owrt; that lie may 
difcover whether it has been exhibited in the 
preceding pidture. To the queftion, t}ien^ 
' w"hether the conduct which has been defcribed 
■be not right as far as it advances ; the Scrip- .' 
tures reply, that it is right, if it has originated 
from right principles, fromLChrifti^n motives. 

r If 
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Jf you have been temperate only for the lake 
of preferving, your health ; if you hanreheea 
decent, in youi* converfation, grave in your 
deportment;, ;hOineft and quiet in your deal- 
ings, ^nd regular in prefenting yourfelves 
in tliie houfe or at the table of the Lord ; only 
for the^ fake of your reputation, or for fomc 
other felfilh and worldly reafon : , there ha^ 
been nothing in all thefe things of living unto 
Chrift. But let us make a more favourable 
fuppofition. Be it admitted that ypur con* 
dud; has flowed in fome degree from the lov? 
of Chrift. I cannot fuppofe, if you belong tp 
the clafs of which I now fpeak, that .it ha« 
flowed principally from the love of Chrift. 
Had that been your principal motive ; it would 
have .given birth to far. other fruits. But 
your conduct flowed, in part, from love to 
Chri(l/ Poor and deficient indeed, has been 
your lovje for the Lorid Jefus ; if you have! 
.been fatisfied with, manifefting it by fuch 
feeble tokens. And poor and deficient is your 
knowledge of your Bible j if you think th^t 
you (hew that love of Chrift, which th^e 
Bible requires of every true Chriftian ! What 
faith the old Teftament? Jhou Jhalt love* 
the Lord thy God with all thine , hearty and 
with all thy foul^ and with all thy might {c\. 
(c) Dcut. vi. 5. 

-. : • ' ■ What 
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What faith the New? Ye,€tre Hii ta Bv^ unHt 
ymtfehf>es ; but unto Ghrift nx>bo died for yott^ 
Whatever you do y do all to the glory 6f God \ tbdt 
God may in all things be glorified through^ 
Cbrifi J ejus {d). Interpret by thcfe compfe^ 
henfive yet moft perfpicHous explanations 
ihe import of the dirediion, L^m to do 
well. Behold what it is to keep the heart 
with all diligence ! Behold wha-t it is ta 
be holy in all manner of converfation aa<f 
godlinefs ! Behold what it is to love your 
neighbour as yourfelf! Behold what it is 
to keep under your body, and bring it ihta 
fubjedion ! Behold a tafk which demands 
fervent zeal, afledionate gratitude, unabatiffg 
vigilance, unwearied exertion. At home au'd 
abroad lo be adively employed in doing goiod j 
to vii^t the fatherlefs and the widow in their 
afflidion ; to withftand corrupting example, 
and keep ourfelves unfpotted from- tbfe world j 
to adorn day by d,ay with encreafing holinefs 
the dodririe of God our Saviour in all things; 
to let our light fhine before men for the very 
purpofe of leading them to glorify out* Father 
who is in heaven; to* labour to be holy be^ 
faufe pijr-Lprd is holji pure becaufe he re- 
j^yketh plenty, juft and true aiid mercifnt bie- 

^'^ {J) 1 tor. X. 3i» 2 Cor. v. 15. i Pet. iv. 11. 

■ ■ ~" ^ 

* caufe 



caufe he loveth juftice and trutlfand nwrcy ; 
t|^s ir is to learn to do wcU> this it i^ to 
l^vc the grace of God, this it is 10 live unto 
jCbrift, this it is to crucify the flefli with the 
a£fedions and lufts^ 



' IIL The chafaderiftics which have hitherto 
been propofed as tefts, by which you may be 
affifted in forming a judgement whether at 
^refeflt you belong to Chrift, have principally 
been deduced from your proceedings as to the 
government of unhallowed inclinations and 
defires, and from your tempers and condud; 
as.exercifed towards man. Not that the 
frame of your heart towards God has been 
thrown into the back-ground. Love to God 
through Chrift has been aflumed as the bafis of 
felf-government, and of love to man. From 
that root muft fpring every ramification of 
di^ty* From that fountain of living waters 
^very Chriftian grace muft derive never-ceal^ 
ing fapplies. The difpofitiori, however, of 
yo^ir foul as to fubjedls more immediately 
and clofely fpiritual than thofe which have 
b^ien fpecified is the leaft dubitable of all 
the tokens, to which you can refort for infight 
into your aSual ftaite. Place then: before 
your eyes the divine plan of Salvation. Con- 
^ template 
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pally tend ? Does your foul expaad itfelf in 
looking forward to the world unfeen ; in an- 
ticipating the prefence of God and of Chrift, 
the hymns of angelic hofts, the wonders and 
the glories of eternity ? Do you exult in 
the profped of thofe new heavens and that 
new earthy becaufe it is a world wherein 
dwelleth righteoufnefs {/) : becaufe fin fhall 
not be there : becaufe there (hall no longer 
be temptation : becaufe it is through the 
predominance of univerfal holinefs that 
there fhall be neither pain nor forrow nor 
death; but peace and joy and blifs fhall 
reign without meafure, and without end ? jis 
the hart panteth after the water-brooks ; fo 
panteth my foul after thee^ God. My foul 
thirjleth for God^ for the living God. When 
fhall I come arid appear before God[g) ? Such 
are the afpirations of the bofom, which 
is filled with [the love of Chrift ! Such are 
the prevailing affedions, fuch is the frame 
of foul which, if the Chriftian has not 
decidedly attained, he earneftly defires and 
purfues ! 

IV. Dlred your attention to the obje<^$, 
which, when the afTedion of the apoftle Paul 
for his converts expatiated in calling down 

{/) 2 Pn. lii. 13. ^ {g) Pfalm xHi. ], a. 

7 bleffings 



a real Chrijttan. , 147 

LlejSings upon them, uniformly prefented 

theiiifelves to his thoughts. / ceafe not to 

make mention of you in my prayers ; that the 

God of our Lord ye/us Chriji\ the Father of 

gl^ry^ may give unto you the fpirit ofwifdom 

and revelation in (he knowledge of him : the 

^es of your under/landing being enlightened^ 

that ye may know what is the hope of his callings 

arid what the riches of the glory of his inherit'^ 

ancein th e faint s : that he would grant you ac^ 

carding to the riches of his glory to bejlrengthened 

with might by his Spirit in J he inner man : that ' 

Cbrift.may dwell in your heart s^ by faith ; thaf 

ye J being rooted and grounded in love^ may be 

able to comprehend with all faints wjoat is the 

treadtb and length and depth y and height ^ and 

i'o how the love of Chrift which pajfeth know^ 

ledgCj that ye might be filed with all thefuU 

nefs of God. I pray that your love may abound 

yef more and more in knowledge and in all judge-- 

ment : that ye may approve things that afe ex-^ 

celknt ; that ye may be Jincere and without of^ 

fence till the day ofChrifl^ being filled with the 

fruits of right eouf nefs y which are by ^efus Chriff 

unto the glory and praife of God. I define that' 

ye might be filled with the knowledge of his 

will in all wifdom andfpiritual under/landing ; 

that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto alt 

L 2 pleafing 
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pleaftng^ being faithful in every good work^ and 
increaftng in the knowledge of God ; ftrength* 
ened with all mighty according to his glorious 
power ^ unto all patience and longfuffering nviib 
joyfulnefs [h). Obferve the completely fplri- 
lual nature of thefe fupplications of the Apof- 
tle. They that are after the feflj do mind the 
things oftheflejh : but they that are afier the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit (/). How truly 
conformable art the prayers to the defcrip- 
tion ! Here is no minding of earthly things : 
no requeft making provifion for the flefh to 
fulfil the lufts therepf ; no folicitude even for, 
the natural demands and legitimate comforts 
of the body. Every thing marks a man 
whofe converfation is in heaven ; a man 
anxious that there alfo fhould be the conver- 
fation of his difciples. Every thing is pure, 
holy, heavenly ; direded to the glory of God, 
and the falvation of men ; raifed above the 
concerns of the prefent world except as fai^ as 
they ha^ e reference to another. When you 
mould your thoughts into wifhes, when you 
pour out your foul in petitions, for bleffings 
upon yourfelf, upon your child, upon any 
one whom you hold dear : what arc thofe 

{JiS Eph. i. 16—18. in. 16— 19. Philipp. i. 9. — u Col. i. 
9 — 11. (f ) Rom. viii. 5. 

bleffings ? 
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Ucflings ? Are they the bleffings which St. 
Paul fupplicated for his beloved converts ? 
Do wifhes and prayers for fuch bleffings 
crowd upon your mind ; not like ceremonial 
attendants on a proceffion, coldly preceding 
or coldly following that part of the train ia 
which the objedl really interefting is ftationed; 
not ranging themfelves as formal accompani- 
ments on eager and animated defires for 
learning, for reputation, for power, for ad- 
vancement, for wealth : but prominent and 
fervid, as intent on bleffings fo fatisfying the 
pnderftanding, fo pervading and occupying 
the heart, that no other acquifition appears 
like unto them ; no other acquifition feems 
entitled even to a fecond place ; no other ac- 
quifition, ftationed by their fide, merits ,any 
degree or fhadow of comparifon ? To be 
fpiritually-minded^ is life and peace. To be 
fpiritually-minded is to belong to the Lord 
Jefus. 

Behold then in the tefts which have been 
placed before you criterions amply fufficient 
to determine the queftion, whether you are 
Chrift's or not. However that queftion be 
decided ; fuffcr^ 1 befeech you^ the word of 
exhortation lk\ 

(I) Heb. xiii. 22. 

L 3 I. If 
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I. If you are not Chrift's, what are your 
hopes? Do you flatter yourfelf that the Scrip- 
tures may prove not to be the word of infpi- 
ration ? Or do you aflume the promifes of 
God as true, and regard his threatenings as 
empty terrors ? Or do you imagine that when 
Chrift from his throne of judgement configns 
to predicted punifhment every other defpifer 
of his gofpel, he will feledt you as an excep- 
tion ; that he will diftinguifh you by unex- 
ampled mercy, becaufe you have dared to 
make his known difpofition to mercy a plea 
to your confcience for habitual rebellioa 
againft his laws ? Behold the thin and hollow 
ice, on which you propofe to crofs the gulph 
of everlafting deftrudion ! If you recoil 
from the profpedt, what are your purpofes ? 
Are you defirous of falvation ? Are you 
willing to be taught of God, to be deli- 
vered by him from the bondage of Satan, and 
tranflated into the kingdom of his Son ? Are 
you willing to receive the gift of Salvation as 
light after darknefs, as life from the dead ? 
Approach then with confidence the fountain 
of living wafers ; and take and drink of them 
freely. Approach to your Saviour, through 
whom alone can man have accefs to the Father. 
Come unto me^ all ye that are weary and heavy 

laden ; 
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laden ; and I will give you rejl. Hhn that com- 
etb unto me^ I will ifi no wife cajl out. To 
you is this invitation diredled : to you is this 
promife addreffed. But, if you would come 
unto Chrift effedually ; come unto him 
faithfully* Come unto him with a fufrender 
of your whole heart. Think not that it will 
be fufficient to abandon your grofler defile- 
ments. Think not that it is religion to paft 
a tolerably decent life, diverfified with a re- 
gular fprinkling of religious obfervances; 
Will the grace of Chrift fhare a divided em- 
pire ? Will the grace of Chrift vouchfafe to 
occupy thole out-fkirts of the hearty which fin 
is content to relinquifti, in orde^ that it may- 
enjoy in tranquillity the favourite fpots which 
it has fenced off for itfelf ? Is this to become a 
new man ? Is this to be born again of the Spi- 
rit? Is this to crucify the flefh with the affec- 
tions and lufts ? Is this to be Chrift's ? Is this 
to offer your whole fpirits, fouls, and bodies^ 
a living facrificc unto the Lord ? Ye offer pol-^ 
luted bread upon mine altar. Te have brought 
thai which is torn:^ and the lame^ t^nd thejick : 
thus ye have brought an offering. Should lac^ 
cett this of your hand ; faith the Lord? Offer 
it now to thy governor. ^ Will he be pleafed with 
^hecy or accept thy ptrfan y faith the Lord of 
Ifofis ? Curfedbe the deceiver^ which facrifcetb 
L 4 unto 
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unto the Lord a corrupt thing. For I am a 
great King ^ faith the Lord of hojls : and my 
pame is dreadful. I havp no pleafure in you^ 
faith the Lord ofhqfis ; neither will I accept an 
offering at your hand (/). 

2. If you are already a true Chriftian ; fofter 
the good feed fown in your heart, that the drvine 
planter may preferve • it from being over^ 
whelmed by furrounding tares, and m^y nour 
rifti it unto timely and plentiful maturity. 
Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of out 
Lord Jefus Chrift. Do you feel yourfelf dif- 
pofed to be fatisfied with your prefent attainr 
ments ? And is not fufpicion, is not alarm 
awakened in your bofom ? With any perfon 
whom you cordially love, you are day by day 
defirous of cultivating a more and more enr 
dearing intercourfe, a more and more intimate 
. connection. When your heart is warmly en- 
gaged in any purfuit ; you grudge the time 
which you are not able to devote to that ohf 
je<S : you are zealous and anxious in pufliing 
onward towards the attainment of it: you 
note with pleafure every degree of approach 
towards it : you are'filled with regret if you 
difcover that during a period of fome length 
you have not made any perceptible advances. 

(/) Malachi, i. 7, 8. 10. 13, 14^ 

Why 
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Why is it not thus with your love to Chrift? 
Why is it not thus with your ptirfuit of faith 
and holinefs ? Brethren^ faid St. Paul, / count 
not myfclfio have apprehended falvatton. But 
ibis one thing I do : Tfiis is mv great and un- 
ceafing oh]t(X : forgetting thofe things which 
are behind^ and reaching forth unto thofe things 
wbiB^^ttre before^ I prefs to wards the mark for 
the prixe of the high calling of God in Chrifl 
Jefus {my Are you farther advanced than 
the apoftle ? Though he did not de'em him- 
felf to have apprehended falvation ; do you 
prefume that you are fecure ? If you difclaim 
the arrogant delufion ; if, reprefenting your- 
felf for a riioment as a fellow-traveller -with 
the apoftle orj the way that leadeth to life eter- 
nal, you behold him already at an immeafur- 
aWe diftance before you : Why is it that you 
imitate not his humility, his ardour, his per- 
feyerance ? Why is it that, like unto him, you 
count not all things but lofs, that you may 
win Chrift ; if that by any means you may 
attain unto the refurredion of the righte- 
ous [n) ? The Holy Ghoft, the Comforter, 
from whom alone, through the merits of 
the Lord Jefus, every Chriftian grace is to be 
derived, withdraws not his countenance from 
ypu, limits not his bounty towards you. 

(«) Philipp. iii. 13, 14. («) Philipp. iii. 8. il. 

Has 
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Has he enabled you to bring forth fruit thirty- 
fold ? Ke offers to enable you to bring forth 
fixty and an hundred fold, ^ ; anc/ you 
JbaU receive. What (hall you afk ? Alk that 
you may be enabled to give all diligence^ to 
add to your faith virtue ; and to virtue y know^ 
ledge ; and to knowledge ^ temperance ; mid to 
temperance y patience ; and to patience ^ gotdlinefs ; 
and to godlinefsy brotherly kindnefs ; and to bro^ 
therly kindnefs^ charity. Aik that you may 
give diligence to make your calling and election 
Jure. For if you do thefe things youfjall never 
fall. Forfo an entrance fjall be minijlered unto 
you abundantly into the everlqfting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift {p). 

(o) 2 Pet. i. 5— 7*. 10, II. 



^ SERMON VII. 

! Oa the Duty of openly ranging ourfelves on 
the Side pf the Lord. 



EXODUS, xxxii. 26. 



'Jhtn Mofesjlood In the Gate of the Camp^ and 
/aid: '' Who is on the Lord's Side r 

A MONG the moft evident tokens of the 
natural alienation of the human heart 
from righteoufnefs is the indifpofitions of men 
to render unto God the fame meafure, which 
they render one to another. He, who 
in fome few inftances has found his friend 
deferving of confidence, is prone to confide 
in him afterwards, and. perhaps even to cre- 
dulity. He, who has witneffed examples of 
the power of a Superior, ufually afcribes to 
him ftill greater power. He, who has experi- 
enced 
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enced eminent and unnierited ads of kindneis, 
and returns not to his benefador the tribute 
of gratitude and love ; is ftigmatifed with 
univerfal cenfure. How different is our con* 
dudl towards Him, to whom we owe every 
thing ! A/on honoureth his father^ and a fer^ 
vant his majier. If then I be a Father ; where 
is my honour f And^ if I be a majier ; where 
is my fear ^ faith the LordofHoJts [a] ? They 
who have received unremitting teftimonies of 
the providential wifdom of God, refufe to 
entruft themfelves to his guidance. They 
who are fufrounded by the wonders of his 
omnipotence, difregard his threatenings and 
his promifes. They who arc indebted to hi$ 
fpontaneous bounty for bleflings incalculable 
in number and in amount, thank him not, 
nor obey him : and forfeit not the favourable 
eftimation of the world. 

In the unbelief, the contemptuous difrci- 
gard, the bafe and rebellious ingratitude dif- 
played by the children of Ifrael towards the 
Almighty Father of mercies who had refcued 
them from Egypt, we imagine that we be- 
hold this natural alienation of the heart fronn 
God , exemplified to an extent never to be 
rivalled. Inftance after inftance we read 
with aftonifhment. We forget that, ijuhat^ 

(tf ) Malachi, i. 6. 

^ * foever 
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Joever things were written aforetime^ were 

written for our learning \J?). We forget that 

all men are children of Adam ; that the 

Creator hath made all nations of one blood ; 

. that human nature is in all men the fame ; 

that in every man in every age the heart is in 

its original propenfities ^/f^^///^/ above all 

things and dej^erately wicked [c). When we 

contemplate the enormities of the chofen 

people ; we contemplate the courfe which we 

Ihould ourfelves have been no lefs difpofed 

to purfue. The hiftory of Ifrael is a mirror, 

which reflects our own likenefs. 

We learn, in the chapter from which the 
text is taloen, that when Mofes, who had 
been fummoned to the top of Sinai that he 
might receive ordinances and diredions from 
God, had now continued during many days 
upon the mountain ; the people of li'raej, be- 
came extremely impatient at his abfence* 
They alTembled tumultuoufly around Aaron. . 
They affirmed that, ias for Mpfes, tliey knew 
not what event had befallen him. And 
although they had fo lately covenanted in the 
moft folemn manner iftedfaftly to keep the 
ten commandments ; yet in defiance of the 
feconid commandment they infilled that 
Aaron fliould mould for them a graven 

{^) Rom. XV. 4. {c) Jerem, xtH. 9. 

image, 
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image, a vifible, emblem and' reprefentatio»j' 
of the unfeen God, to be carried at the head 
of the hoft. Aaron, fearing than more than 
the Lord, moft wickedly gave way to their 
clamour and violence. He formed a golden 
calf, the image of an animal which he had 
been accuftomed to fee the object of worfhip 
in Egypt ; built an altar before it ; and pro^ 
claimed a feaft in honour of Jehovah. Be- 
fore that image the people bowed down in 
adoration ; to that image they offered facri- 
fices ; to that image they afcribed the glory 
of their deliverance from the land of bondage. 
This blind and daring idolatry of the Ifraelites 
God revealed to his fervant who ftood before 
him. Mofes, having prevailed with his hea- 
venly mafter, by the kindeft and moft difinte- 
refted interceflion, to forbear from deftroying 
the rebellious nation inftantly and utterly; 
haftened down from the mountain. Atriving 
at the gate of the camp, and beholding the 
people occupied in idolatrous fongs and 
dances and worfliip before the golden calf; 
he cried aloud. Who is on the Lord^s Jide? 
Let him come unto me. All the fons of Levi 
obeyed his voice. They gathered thetnfelves 
together unto him : they declared' themfclvcs 
on the fide of the Lord ; and profefled their 

readinefs 
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readinefs to execute the commands, of his 
chofen minifter. They were called to a 
painful trial of obedience. They were re-^ 
quired to take their fwords in their hands ; 
to pafs through the camp of Ifracl from one 
fide to the other ; and to flay every perfon, 
whether neighbour, companion, brother or 
fon, whom they fliould find engaged in pay- 
ing reverence to the idol.. The children of 
Levi did according to the word of Mqfes • 
and there fell of the people that day about three 
tboufand men. 

In applying to our edification the portion 
of fcriptural hiftory which you have heard ; 
I (hall, in the firft place, endeavour to con- 
vince you that, as Mofes called upon the 
faithful among the Ifraelites, fo the gofpel calls 
upon us, to ftand forth on the fide of the 
Lord. And I Ihall afterwards lay before you 
fome obfervations refpeding the faithful dif- 
charge of this duty. Let us unite in earneftly 
befeeching the Giver of grace to open our 
minds, that they may underftand and embrace 
the truth. 

I. The people of Ifracl ; the peculiar peo- 
ple of God J the people who had experienced 
fuch extraordinary mercies at his hand ; the 

people 
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people who within lefs than forty days harf 
beheld the terrors of his prefence on Mount 
Sinai, had heard the law from his mouth, and 
had pledged themfelves to fincere and fted- 
faft obedience 5 now difregarded their prcvi 
mife, defpifed the unchangeable command- 
ment, and were rioting in idolatrous fefti- 
vities confecrated to the honour of the golden 
calf. ProfefEng to be the votaries of Jeho- 
vah ; for even this impious feaft was named 
by Aaron a feaft to the Lord ; they were 
become the vaflals of an idol. Forfaking the' 
ordinances of the true God, that they ifiight 
purfue their own devices ; ami, Under the pre- 
tence of worfliipping him, polluting themfelves 
with thdfe very practices which he had re-* 
cently pronounced to be abominations in his, 
fight : they clearly proved that, although 
they called themfelves his people, their hearts 
were alienated from him ; that he was not 
the mafter whom they loved; that his will 
' was not the law to which they were folicitous 
to conform. It was time then that a diftinc- 
tion fhould be made between the faithful fer- 
vants of God, if fuch there were, and the 
unworthy muldtudes who pretended to adore 
him. It was time for Mofes, the ambaflador 
of the Moft High, to cry out in his name ' 

to 
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1 16 al! the people ; Who is 07i the Lord^sfide P 
1 |t was time that the Levites, who alone had 
] Wt partaken in the general idolatry, or now 
at length wete ftruck with horror at their 
guilt, fliould fly with precipitation ^ to theit 
great leader, who fummoned them to the 
ftandard of their God* Caft your eyes upori 
the Chriftian world : caft your eyes upon 
this your native country, in which Chriftianily 
^ is profefled in its pureft form : caft your eyes 
upon your own nbighbourhdod, upon the 
places where the prevalence or the deficiency 
of true religion is likely to be well known to 
you : and let your underftandings and cort- 
fciences pronounce, whether a fcene too 
nearly refembling that which Mofes beheld 
in the camp of Ifrael be not prefented to your 
view. Through the enlightening grace of 
God, this Proteftant land is no longer over- 

f spread tvith worfliippers of graven or molten 
images. But are there not numbers among 
thofe, who profefs the Chriftian faith ; are 
there not numbers among thofe, with whofe 
conduft and principles the ordinary tranfac- 
tions of life render you acquainted ; whofe 
hearts are fet upon their idols? The covetous 
man is declared in the Scriptures to be aft 
idolater. Money is his god. How large a 
Vol. I. M - portion 
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portion of mankind is comprehended anio 

th« worftiippers of money ! The Scriptu 

>aVer thd glutton alfo to be an idolater* J 

worflvips the brutifli appetite, by which h< 

enflaved. On the fame authority^, the '4fa 

whofe chief object is any fcnfual pte^ 

deferves the fame denomination Thatipl 

fure >is his idol. Jtlellikewife whofe^cl 

purfuit is reputation, or honour, or pow 

is an idolater. Reputation, cm: hdhbuc^ 

■ powerij^is the dyedt of his Worfliip. • 

ihoqt, he who fet^his heart on any woj?l 

objexSti/iirftead of fixing it upon God> iac 

' tfldeifjed in the Scriptures, as partaking ioT 

^;gliik,pf idolatry, as a flave to that obj 

i. vfl£)\thJn^ makes his principal purfuit, am 

jiioti Qa^the fide of the Lord. Know yc\ 

that to -whom ye yield yourfehes fervant^ 

&bey^ his femHints ye are to whom ye obey ; u 

^ ther of Jin unto deaths or of obediena^ j* 

.rightei>nfnefs [a) f When you furvey my 

ludes among thofe who are denoming 

ChriftianSy who were baptifed in the ns 

^ of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gh 

who profefs to believe that the Son of C 

died on the crofs to purchafe for them 

pardon of fin, the fanxSifying ii^Bjeiiicc 

' ' ... (J) Rom. vh i6» * . 
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the Holy Spirit, and the everiaftiiig glories of 

Ae fciagdom of heaven:' when you furvey 

Multitudes of thefe nominal Chriftians, to- 
:^li«r: with numbers who fcarcely terjin them- 

:jfelve&Chriftians^ yielding ihernfelvcs with 
7itagertiefs as fervantslo fin ; vthen you fee ^ 
•£thqn\i rgiving up^ their whole hearts to things 
^teapoteU- inftead of thihgs eternal ; when you 
rAe^em afting as the flaves of the world, 
70tHciflelb, and the deyil, inftead of ftriving to 

becomiithe children df the Moft High* : is it 
^liKit lime for every minifter of the gofpel to 

natdcteefe }ii« congreg^stion in the words of 

iiMofes^to cry out to' them, '* who atmong 
'i^:.<y^u48J1on the Lord's fide?" Is it not time 
■^fbr.iev^ry one of you to put the queftion to 

iii$*o\j«i heart ; ''On whofe fide am I aO:- 
.^"iog ^ Am I qn the fide of the Lord?" Is 

fciiot.time for. every one of you, who is in 
^'fmdmty^ and truth on the Lord's iide, to 
^^ftaftd forth and prove himfelf to be fo ? Can 
^ -'J^U temain for a fingle hour indifferent and 
•"X^iih a <:juiet mind, without knowing whether 
-jrda) feavfe ftronger reafons to hope that God 
^''Tegirde you as on his fide, than to fear that 
••''hetoblts Upon you as his enemy ? Are you 
^ igiiferti^^^hat- h^ who is not with God is 

againft him : that he, w^ho does not receive 
^Jr M 2 ' God 
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God a3 Lis mailer and Ipye Go4 asjiis (\ 
p'reme. delight, is the fervant of the devi 
aad tl?e epeniy of God ? Do you forget tha 
falvation through Ghrift will be beftowed oi 
thofe only,, who prove themfelves to be 
the Load's fide : ^nd that for thofe, who ai 
not on the fide of the Lord, nothing wi 
remain but tribulation and anguifh and e.yei 
lading deftrudtion, when the Lord Jefus fli^ 
be revealed in fla.n:iing fire to take vengeanc 
on thenx: that know not God, and obey n( 
the^Qpfpel? , ' . 

. To lay that we are on the fide of the Lo: 
is.eafy. . IFhe facrihce of the lips is an offerin 
that;^ cpfteth nothing: and is therefore a 
offering iwhich nearly all men are ready 1 
make.. But God requires from thofe wh 
profefs to be op his fide not empty word 
but . evidences and demonftrations of thei 
iiincerity. I fully truft that there are fpm< 
^nd.I pray that there may be many, prefer 
in >this aflembly, who are thoroughly i 
earneft in religion: thoroughly and zealoufl 
defirous tagive proof day by day that the 
are ftedfaftly'onthe fide of the Lord ; am 
prepared to receive with gladnefs any fnftruc 
dons 4Dr advice, i which may contribute undc 
Ihe diviaQ bkging to enable them faithfull 
'—'-.■ t 
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ft ferve the heavenly Matter whom they 
hiaTe chofen. Let me endeavoui^ therefor^ 
tbaffift them in purfuing their holy purpofe, 

' II. If you would prove yourfelf to be on 
ihe fide of the Lord ; co Align y6iir(^lf en*- 
tirely to his govet-nance, and rcfceive with 
ilnii'ediate and complete fubmiflion evii^ one 
of his corhmandmems. Conlidei: thfe cha- 
^'fiter and the duty of a foldier. A foMicr 
who' confides in his gfeneral, attd^ diefii*es-to 
obtain his approbation, never in tlHd'fihalleft 
feftlance difputes his orders ; 4tid dohftantly 
'Mds himfelf prepared to carry 'them ifito 
effe£t. On the fagacity of his tbiiihiatt^der 
he relies for the eftablilhment of plans, ahd 
the direction of meafiires;' by which their 
fommon enemies are to be refitted dnd fub*- 
dued : and isconfcious that his^wn wifdoni 
and fafety confift in punctual, vigilant, arid 
courageous obedience. Such mutt be ydiir 
condudi as foldiers of Jefus Chrift. Sur#- 
render yourfelves without referve to the 
guidance of the captain of your falvation. 
Fight the good fight of faith. Embrace with 
undoubting confidence eveiy doftrine' difu 
clofed in his holy word. He is the Son of 
OpdH he knows what is thfi A^ind of his aft-* 
M 3 . mighty 
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lAi'gfity i^it'her. Hektiow's how grfeat is the 
c6tnt{)tibn di human it^ture ; ' how od!o\is fin 
iS^ ill tlife- fight of God ; and hdw dreadfiiV 
arfe^ the ddtiifequences which na:turally attend' 
iti^ ' 1[4e"lthbWs that it is only thrbug'h his 
atdmrig^Itibd that finners can be faved : th«i 
it'ls -briiy^ riirou^h the^ fanaifying itiflu^ncet^ 
of the ficfly(5fioflf that his gofpel cart 'be'ic- 
ce^ted^^^irt'a fcfbeyex^^^ 1:1r(2ft momentbiis trtith-^ 
he ha^^i^eveiMd^fei^yBii^lfii'thfe Scriptures! Bfei 
Ifevd iheVn, if you look- for eternal life. -'Be-^ 
mve tWe^ Son df G6ai\tte Lbrd of "^bry( 
W^O^:ameck)v^ri frdm heaven, who diefd fot? 
ybiir ' T^fcehim fbr your Mafter' and youf 
Jtitij^^^ ^^nge yourfelveS on his fide. Let 
Kfs x^in *»Be your -v^H, his ways your'Way^i 
Fl^ to him, aj the Levites fled to Mofes^ 
with h^hifte prepared to^ lifteri Vith' petfe<^ 
fuHmflfibri tt)' all his commands; and refblve, 
*ihtJdu^li his T^lefled help, to ferve him faith- 
^Ally'and zealpufly unto death. 
* If y6'u are thus bent on devoting yourfelves 
to the^ fefrvice of the Lord ; remember that 
therfe isf^only ond method by which you can 
give proof that you are on his fide. He thai 
ttd'eth' rigbteoufnefs^ i'itightebus. He thai 
' hep0ib:my commandnients:, be it is that toveth 
»»f.^* Te^i^myfri^rids^-ifye do thM ^w0kh^l 
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mmmand you. Ifcmy man hve me^ jh{^ willieetp 
lay words. This is the loveofGody tkatyWe 
k^ bis commandments [e). It i?> tbu^ )tibat; 
you arie to manifeft yourfelf the Ij^^^i^l; jfer- 
y^Qt pf God, the deternaiaed fpljfJi^pf^jQhrift 
Jefu3- -It is thus that y4)u ^o^^.Xf^^^vW^^^ 
aga^ijft his enemies ; it is thus ,|;hat^iyf?P^rf 
tp promote his glory ; it iS;thuiS)th^5]ya^:^i5e 
tp.lje inftrui^eatal in exf^nd^ing his kiqgfJpm*^ 
T^e firft cqnqucft wliicjh .y<<?)u^ vvill l^pur ta 
prefent. to your Lord^ is rX\iC\f,ov^f^m%,joi 
y^pwfelf.' You' wiU fervently fe^|e; Wl*) ^*Q« 
di^t j yqi^ may be ^najbled ta ; ^rlpg ,; jcypi^y 
thougjic into captivity to tl^e,;objfiJienc?; of 
Chfift.. *^ I am not ^ my own"^--rtlw8 wi)l,.ijc 
the Iviguage of youi: heart—-*' I aq^ nqjt, ij^y 
" own : I am bought with a pricey 1 I api lajC* 
" B)y owa: I belong to the Lord j|^e^4 i ^acpi 
"not to live unto myftlf ; but vpt/9,hjf}nf>iw|?9 
" died for me, I am a foldi?r fta^jpqe^.up^?^ 
" duty ; not to feek my own pleafu^eik hpi[ f:p 
" perform tbq will pf my. heavenly JCing, I 
" an> ROW, if peed bej, tp endure hard(hip. - 1 
" am now to be w^f^bful^ patient j* laboripw^^ 
*^ co^itented with qiy lot, I am to give full 
" prppf of my miniftTy. I aiia .to deny my- 
** felf. I am to keep.UBdgr-\gn^y body and 
^ bring ii into fybj^dion. l:#mto r?rift4iB^e 

{() I John, Hi. 7. John, xiv. 21. 23. xv. 14. 1 John, v. 3. 

M 4 . *^ tempts- 
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^1 tdiitifytali©nsof^t!hd wbi-Jd, tlie fleilx arid tb 
^lndevil,l'thoJia<iverlafi^s of God aM'of^^tii) 
^A\ftMv^* If iftnKual- appetite, If tlie IdVe'di 
^v^e^fejNxifia xhxtk iiii^ honour; or riches/ of 
*VjpoweT\j*>if joy; 6r forrow, or hop^, or feitrj 
M^t>rv aiiy* earthly ^iHureiii^nt, prevail upon m^ 
^t'^tc^ afcancJan Imy ^pdft : I am no Ibri^^ 01* 
^f)tl4efldet ofl;he Lord ; I^am a traitbt to'Wm- 
Mi;Iv«a'bc jpart with' his eii^mies ; I forfeSt'tha 
^S rcro^n: of glory i = which my gf^eioa^' Od 
♦f. hfls. preparled^ for me^'if I falthfiiliyiVr^ 
*^r»him;>iuift'o:.th^ end j and I plunge triyfel 
^tihtOjtiid pit of everlafting deftrudion:'' - 
olf^fljFjoiirrtlieart.fee at Ic'rtgth' ftedfaft with- th 
I(rdrd/>ybif:wili fme with delight every of 
portbnk5^'wkich:hd*affordfe you of ebnti^ibr 
tifigritbT wiit otbens to his kingdom. Th 
cotnmiflicm with' which the Levites Wer 
qjbar^d %''^^^^^ ^g^i^ft their finftil codr 
tpyiiven^ was ^ ihiriiftry • bf vieng'ea nee . Thl 
fmtb ibe- Lord God ■ of ^^raeh Put every ma 
bi^rf'tmrd by his fide i dnd go in and out fro) 
gatt to' gttte thrqughout the camp ^ and Jla 
every man his brother :^ and every man his con 
panion^ and every man hii neighbour. Conjt 
(frate ytmrfelve^ 'to-day to the Lor d^ even evet 
man^mpon his' f on ' and upon his brother [f 
Very- different is thfe commlffiori withiwhic 
God charges you - refpctfting thofe who ai 

^i ij »': ^ (/) Exod. xxiii. 27—29. 
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not; pp, h^ tfide. He charges - yoct twith) i'' 
coiprniJpSpa of love, ^A?ith a miniftry! )o£ r^odti^ 
cjliati^n^ To you he fays ; LetyoAr light Jh 
Jbine before men^ that ^ tbey may fee, pur /good 
wrhs^ an4 glorify your Father who^ns^'^ift 
kqvein^.^ Follow after tbei thtfigt "whicbtnakt 
fwp^^.) and things wherewith one may ediff 
(mother, {g}. Give to religion the full eflfeCt^ 
of youTiqxtmpler of your' iiifli*ence, of ydiif 
Tecogfirpendation, / Sliiew.that you affign to 
religipn Tihe firft place in your heart from* d 
dcQJ^ejd convidion .that the iirft place w St^* 
*due ; aa4 .thjat, where it does not fajbld that 
placq^^jhappinefs will never take up her abode. 
Let. others 'be won* to the love of God by 
difcerning the bleffed effefts of that love 
upon yourfelf. Let them perceive that i% 
confequence 'of heaving fet your heart opoa 
God, you are become more humble, more 
geixtle, noore tender, more kind, more bouatiw 
fuJ,more amiable, ntore happy. Let them 
perceive that your converfition is in heaven ; 
that yoH feel yourfelf, and feel yourfelf with- 
out regret^ a ftranget^and pilgrim upon earth ; 
that you are not jdifquieted like the men of 
|:he prefent \vorldi by diftra£ling cares and 
conftiding pafflons ; but. that you are wait- 
ing in, patient and eheerful ferenity, under 

• fe) Mutt, ii *f6 ; Rrm; xir. 19* 

!5 every 
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ft^very difpenfation of providence,; fqx.xh^tfi 
bleffed hope which is fet before you, the gl<^»c> !c 
rious ..appearing of the great God arrd o^t^' 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, If thefe fruits of holh^t I 
nefs, if this peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft,.. 
fhiae forth in your conduct ; verily there will! 
be thole among the wicked, who will finite^ 
their breafts and will lay j " Happy is the-' 
" man that feareth the Lord. The fear of 
*Vthe Lord is the beginning of wifdom ; and 
** to depart from evil is underftanding. I 
** have left the paths of rigbteoufnefs, to walk: 
" in the ways of darknefs, I Jiiave rejoiqei 
"tQ do evil J and have delighted in the fro* 
*Vwardnefs of the wicked, I have forfaken 
^' the guide of my youth, an^d forgotten the 
J[- covenant of my God* But J will fiy to 
*^ the Redeemer who is mighty to fave# , I 
*^ will feek the Spirit of grace and of fup- 
*^ plicaition. I will go and fay unto my 
^^ Father ; Father ! I have finned againft thee, 
" I will turn unto the Lord, for he will havQ 
"mercy upon me j and to my God, for he 
" will abundantly pardon. The ways of rev 
^Migion are the ways of pleafantqefs ; and all 
^* her pathfi arc peace r* ^ 

, Stand forth then, ye who are on tbeiidr 
of the Lord: ftaod forth to fave yoUr^vn* 
fouLs and the fpuls of^iothers. ' Children oi 
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ffaith of Abraham ; Reirs of the premUiss 
d! Bte ye ftedfaft, be vigilant, and fear 
flot. You ferve a Mafter, who will never 
foffake l^is" people. You ferve an unchange- 
able Father, who will abundantly perform 
hfe covenant; - -You ferve Him who liveth for 
e*er and ever, King of kings and Lord of 
lords; Him who has all power in earth and 
ia heaven, in time and in eternity; Him in. 
whofe hand is mercy, and glory, and blefled- 
iiefs, and evfei^lafting falvation. What ihall 
prove capable bf ftiaking your love to God 
and your Redeemer \ Are you tempted by 
the riches of this world ? Shall the poor and 
petiihable and unfatisfadory treafures of the 
prefent life induce you to' renounce an inhe-- 
ritance incorruptible, undefiled, that fadeth 
not away^ Isyid up in heaven for the righte- 
ous ? Are you folicited by finful pleafaret? 
Will you renounce, for the guilty indulgences 
of a moment, that fulnefs of joy which is 
at the right hand of the Omnipotent for ever- 
more? Are you moved by corrupt cuftoras^ 
pr by the f^ioffs and ridicule of the wicked ? 
Will you feek honour from man rather than, 
from God ? Will you not confefs .Chrift: 
i^Km earthy that he may confefs you before 
bir Father, and the holy angels, at the day 
frf judgement? CMdrea of xhc Moft Highl 



lyZi On tht Duty of openly ranging^ £ffr. 

keep your/elves from idols [h). Stand faft in 
the Lord, and in tKe power of Hs' ■might. 
Senfible of your own utter weaknefs, take 
unto yourfelves the whole armour of God, 
Of yourfdVes yoti dan ' do nOthihg : but 
through the all-fufficient Grace of Chrift you 
can hecomiQ mor^ th^ui conquerors. . Set your 
faces as a rock againft fin, which encompafies 
you every inftant. You have made your 
choice : you have taken the fide of the Lord ; 
cleave with fimplicity and finglenefs of heart 
unto Him. Be not deterred, be not enticed, 
from your holy refolution by a world, whofe 
friendj^ip iis enmity againft the fov?reigh to 
wholn ypvj have vowed your allegiance. The 
i^orldrcannot love you, bccaufe you are not 
of tlie world. Will you temporife in your 
condudt ? Will you compromife your princii- 
pks ? . Come out from among them^ and. be ^ye 
fipurAte^ faith the Lord; and touch not the /ife-^ 
elean thing. And l!will receive youy > and will 
be a- Father unto you : and ye Jhall be my fons 
and daughters^ fiith the Lord Almighty (/). 

(A) I Jdhn, V. 21. (i) 2 Cor. vi. 17, 1 8. 
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iOver ipuUitudes held in bondage. That the 

uintercftTng pidure of human nature may be 

[iiQi -every point complete, the affemblage 

of good and evil blended in the fame bofom ; 

^;aod even the grievous ' tranfgreflions, fources 

b*0f biiter remorfe^ into which patriarchs and 

bpropfaets and apoftles were occafionally be* 

strayed ; are painted with unfailing impartial - 

' ity and prccifion. Man is taught to know 

vliidiat hejs, that he may the more eafily and 

;the -mOTe willingly learn what he ought to 

l>ecome# 

The portion of facred hiftory which I am 
• al^ut to jpropofe to your view unfolds a fcene 
©f diibbedience charad:erifed not by fudjen 
error and unforefeen timidity, but by bold 
■> and hypocritical premeditation. When Ne- 
buchadnezzar, the king of Babylon^ had en- 
tirely fubdued the Jews, whom God, on ac- 
-. count of their obftinate impiety, had at length 
(delivered into his hand ; he deftroyed Jerufa- 
Jem by fire, and carried away captive into a 
iidiftaat .quarter of his dominions the principal 
vjpart of the nation.- A confiderable number 
however of the pooreft clafs of the people he 
permitted to continue in their native land, 
HeMdiflributfid among them fields and vine- 
' yards : and appointed .Gedali^h^ one of their 

own 



lionSb /Carry on your fcrutiny to thofepoitiqnnl 
of the iacred records, which are aTowfadhj?tlic| 
moft preceptive. You will perceive almoftiin 
every page the bleffings which flow from jigh- • 
teoufnefs, and the miferies. attendant on guilt, 
delineated and imprefled in defcriptioasxlerived 
from real perfons and adual eveats* The word 
of God, like his book of nature, teems with life. 
Every part is animated by incident and chafac- 
ter. Paft generations return from the dead, ages 
unborn prefs forward before their time ijito 
being, to admoni(h the exifting inhabitants of 
the earth. In the Son of God become man 
we behold an all-perfe£t model of juniverfal 
"holinefs. In the proceedings of numberlcfs 
other individuals, who (land pourtrayed in 
the living colours of truth ; we beliold pat- 
terns to imitate, or beacons to (hua» On the 
one hand, faith, holinefs, charity:^ truth, fted- 
faftnefs, patience, meeknefs, purityy compaf. 
lion, and the reft of the train of heavenly 
graces, are exhibited ; each diftindl and pro- 
minent, yetwith greater or lefs ftrength of 
reprefentation in different charadteis. On the 
other, unbelief, unrigbteoufnefs, felfifhncfs, 
deceit, irrefolution, fretfulnefs, arrogancei ua- 
cleannefs, cruelty, with other criminal paflions, 
difplay their dominion, more or lefs limited, 
8 over 
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•over ipuUitudes held in bondage. That the 

)i!itcrcfting pidure of human nature may be 

:;iai. every point complete, the aflemblage 

erf good and evil blended in the fame bofom ; 

, aod even the grievous ' tranfgreflions, fources 

rf bitter remorfe^ into which patriarchs and 

ofarophets and apoftles were occafionally be* 

irayed ; are painted with unfailing impartial - 

ity and prccifion. Man is taught to know 

1?diat he Js, that he may the more eafily and 

the xnatQ willingly learn what he ought to 

The portion of facred hiftory which lam 
about to propofe to your view unfolds a fcene 
of4Ubbedience charad:erifed not by fudcjen 
error and unforefeen timidity, but by bold 
aod hypocritical premeditation. When Ne- 
N bucliadnezzar, the king of Babylon^ had en- 
tirely fubdued the Jews, whom God, on ac- 
count of their pbftinate impiety, had at length 
delivered into his hand ; he deftroyed Jerufa- 
lem by fire, and carried away captive into a 
idiftaat -quarter of his dominions the principal 
:part of the nation.- A cpnliderable number 
however of the pooreft clafs of the people he 
permitted to continue in their native land. 
He tdiilributfid among them fields and vine- 
• yards : and appointed iGedali^h^ one of their 

own 
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own -countrymen, to be their governor- Itt 
^ fhort time Gedaliah was treacheroufly killed 
by Khmael, a Jew of the royal blood, who ap.' 
pears to have envied his r^re-eminence^ and at 
the inftigation of the Ammonites had formed 
a confpiracy againft him :, and together with^ 
him were flain the Chaldean foldiers, whofa. 
Nebuchadnezzar had left under his command.^ 
Iflimael was fpeedily overcome, and driven^ 
into banifliment by the furviving friends of' 
Gedaliah. But all the inhabitants of Judea 
trembled at the profpeft of the indignation, ' 
which they forefaw would be kindled in the 
bread of the king of Babylon when He fliould 
receive tidings of the murder of his governor 
and his foldiers. They purpofed therefore to 
fly for refuge into Egypt. But they deemed 
it becoming in the firft inftanfce to apply for 
diredions from God. They requefted the pro- 
phet Jeremiah to confult the Lord whether 
they fhouid depart into Egypt, or not : and 
folemnly declared, that with inplicit deference 
they would obey the anfwer which (hould be 
returned to them. All the captains of the 
forces^ and all the people from the leaf even 
unto the greatef came fiear^ and f aid unt9 ye-^ 
remiah the prophet : Pray for us unto the Lord 
thy Cod^ that the Lord thy Godmay fjnvus 

the 
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ibi way^btrein We may walk ^ dnitfhe thing 
tbat€»eniay do J 7'Jbe Lord ha fi^ecmdfdiihml 
vsknip hetiveen us^ if'wedo not evrn decor atn^ 
tfi^U things^ for which the Lord thy Cod fi ail * 
jkd4hee tons: Whtther it be good or* t^h^fher ' 
x^htwii^' we will obey the voice ofihe third 
otr God to 'whom we fend thee: ' thai it nitiy [ 
beifwelf *with us^ 'ivhen wh obey the voice" ofih6 
hvd uur God. After an iiiterval of ten days, 
tfte word 6f the Lord catne in reply, by the 
mobth of Jeremiah, t6 the people. Gdd C6tti- 
mwwted nheiii to remain in Judea-. and pfo- 
mifedi'oa' condition of their obedience 'to His \ 
ntodate,' that' he wduld be with tlierti; that" 
hcwcmld fave them from the kiilg bf Babylon* 
ajid would caufe them to dwell in 'ftictrity and ' 
pcacar But the all-knowing Searcher of 
hearts clearly difcefned, that their application 
to^him for diredion, and their deliberate en- 
gagcmeiMT that they would be entirely guided' ' 
b]fliis counfel, were ' pretence and mockery. 
He. faw that they had decidedly purpofed 
fromittic -bieginning, and, notwithftanding his 
prohibition, were ftill refolutely determined, 
to retnbve into Egypti Jeremiah therefore 
proceeded, according to the orders pf the AU 
mighty, to.detiouiice that if they perfifted in 
their 'de%avthcyHDhould be overtaken by the 
Tcngeance of Nebuchadnezzar in that very land 
Vol, I. N of 
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of Egypt, where they fuppofed that they 5 
fhould be completely beyond its reach : that -i 
they (hould'perifh there by famine, by pefti-.^ 
lence, and by the fword ; that their name " 
fhould become a reproach, an aftonifhment, 
and a curfe ; and that not even a fingle indi- 
vidual fhould again behold the land of Judea, 
or efcape from the evil which God would 
bring upon them. ] 

Let me endeavour, under the blefling of 
divine grace, to elucidate and to apply to your 
edification, the inftrudtion which may be de- 
rived from this narrative. 

I. Confider, in the firft plgice, what was 
that great and general duty, againft which the 
Jews, on the occafion npw before us, re- 
belled. 

Xe dtjfembled^ faid Jeremiah, In your hearts. 
The firft duty of religion is to furrender the 
heart to God. Without that furrender there 
can be no religion. Thou Jh alt love the Lord 
thy God with all thhie heart. This is the 
great commandment to the Jew and to the 
Chriftian. To the obfervance of this com- 
mandment thepromifes of divine favour have 
ever been annexed. If thou return unto the 
'Lord^ faith Mofes, with all thine heart ; the 
' 6 l^rd 
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Lord will have companion upon thee [a). Ye 
Jballfind me^ faith God, by the voice of Jere- 
miah, when ye Jhall fearch for me with all 
jour heart (i). If thou beVieveJl with all thine 
hearty faith Philip to, the Ethiopian, thou may^ 
tft be baptized [c). The Jews of whom the 
prophet fpeaksin the text refembled their fu- 
ture countrymen in the days of our Saviour. 
They were a people that drew nigh unto 
God with their mouth, and honoured him 
with their lips; but their heart was far from 
Um. Te dijfembled'in your hearts when ye 
ftnt me unto the Lord your God^ frying ; Pray 
for us unto the Lord our God : and according 
t% all that the Lord our God Jhall fay ^ fo de-^ 
dare unto usy and we will do it.> They dif- 
fembled j though they had bound themfelves 
in the prefence of God by the mod facred 
promifes, that they would fcrupuloufly per- 
iform whatever he fhould command. My 
brethren ! you have bound yourfelves to the 
performance of the fame duty by promifes no 
iefs facred. You yourfelves, no lefs folemnly 
than the Jews, even all the people from the leaf ' 
unto the great eji^ have come near and f aid ; "The 
Ljord be a true and faithful witnefs between us 
that we will obey the voice of the Lord our God. 

{a) Deot. XXX. i — 3. [h) Jerem. xxix. 13. 

\c) A6b, viii. 36, 37. 

N^ At 
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At your baptifm, you drew near and promifed 
by your fureties that you would obediently 
keep God's holy will and commandments, 
and walk in the fame all the days of youi 
life, Moft of you have again drawn near at 
the ojBSce of confirmation, and renewed the 
folemn promife and vow which were made 
in your name at your baptifm ; ratify- 
ing and confirming the fame in your owr 
perfons, and acknowledging yourfelvei 
bound to believe and to pradtife all thofe 
things which your fureties then undertook 
on your behalf. A large proportion of you 
have frequently drawn near to the facramen- 
tal table ; and have there profefTed repent- 
ance of your fins, and a full purpofe to lead 
a new life, to follow the commandments of 
God, and thenceforth to walk in his holy 
ways. On this very day, and on every day 
when you have attended the public worfhip, 
you have drawn near and requefted of God, 
that he would give to you that due fenfe oi 
all his mercies, that your hearts may be un- 
feignedly thankful ; and that you may fhevi 
forth his praife, not only with your lipj 
but with your lives, by giving up yourfelves tc 
his fervice, and by walking before him in ho- 
linefsand rightcoufnefs all your days, througli 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. The Jews, in theii 

folemr 
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folemn profeffions, diflembled. My brethren, 

have you diflembled in yours? 

Diflimulation, like other fins, admits of de- 
grees. The heart may diflemble radically 
and entirely, fo as to be wholly hypocritical ; 
fo as not to feel any portion 'Of that love to 
God, of that faith, of that gratitude, of that 
fenfe of duty, of that purpofe of obedience 
which the tongue exprefles. Or it may dif* 

, femble partially ; feeling w^eakly and infuf^ 
ficiently thofe fentiments towards Him, which 
dwell with parade and feeming warmth upon 
the lips. The doom which awaits the com- 
plete hypocrite, cannot be doubted. Let the 
partial hypocrite beware, lefl; he at laft come 
to the fame place of torment.] 

II. Confider, in the next place, each of you 
for himfelf, how ftrong is the probability that 
you may be guilty, in a greater or a lefs de- 
gree, of diflembling in your heart before Cod. 
Remember the natural corruption of the hu- 
man heart. The heart is originally averfe to . 
holinefs, replenifhed with the feeds of every 
fin, and fcarcely to be fearched or penetrated 
hy human eyes. The imagination of matCs 
hearty faith the Scripture, is evil from bis 
joutk Tbc heart ofibefons of men is full of 
(vii The heart is deceitful above all things 
^d defperately wicked, tVho can know 
N3 tt? 
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it \d)? Have not you reafon to dread that your 
heart thusXubjeded originally to the domi- 
nion of firi, may not yet be purified from 
diflembling againft God ? Have you not 
reafon to dread that your heart, by nature 
thus ftored with duplicity, thus difficult to he 
difcerned, may deceive yourfelf ? Reflect far- 
ther, of what multitude3 the Scriptures make ^ 
TOentipn; multitudes exifting at different pe- 
riods, and among the very people peculiarly 
favoured, with the knowledge of true religion, 
and in the moft impreffive maftner dedic4te4 
to God J, a?, having diflembled againQ: Him, 
even fo as utterly to have departed from Him. 
At the time of the deluge, orily eight perfona 
out of the whole huma^ race were preferved 
by divine mercy from deftrudlion. Wheri 
the Ifraelites wfere commanded to enter the 
land of Canaan J . Caleb aq.d Jofhua, together 
with Mpfes and Aaron, and perhaps fqme 
few individuals befides, were the only perfqna 
of the^ whole congregation of Ifrael who re- 
mained faithful to the Lord of Hofts. When 
the Jews, to whom Jeremiah addreflfed the 
words of the text, were commanded to reri- 
dier the promifed obedience to their God, arid 
to abflain from going down into Egypt ; all 
the people^ with the exception as it Ihould feetn 
{i) Gen. viii. 21. Eccl. ix. 3. Jerem. xvii. 9. 

pnly 
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oxAy of, the prophet, himfelf and his friend 
Barach, obeyed not the voice of the Lord^ to 
dwell in the land of Judah. When Jefus 
Chrift called the world to repentance, andma- 
nifefted himfelf to be the Son of God by the 
moft decifive miracles: how few were there 
out of the multitudes which ' had flattened 
him with their lips who did not fpeedily 
prove that they had diflembled with Him ia 
their hearts! How few who preferred to 
1 walk with him in the narrow way that lead- 
eth unto life, compared with the crowds 
which thronged the broad road that leadeth' 
to deftru£lion ! What is the cafe in the pre- 
fentday? I wifh not to encourage myfelf or 
you in drawing invidious comparifons. But 
we cannot be blind to plain and notprious 
fads. We have in our hands the word of 
God, which defcribes the charaSet of a true 
Chriftiart, We have before our eyes the prac- 
tice of the world. We cannot but com- 
pare the one with the other. When we 
compare them, we cannot but perceive 
how vaft is the number of profefTed Chrif- 
tians, who evince little of the fpirit of true 
chriftianity jn their principles and conduft : 
and therefore (land felf-convided as difTem- 
blers in their hearts before the Moft High. 
When you call to remembrance the multitudes 

N 4 even 
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even among thofe who ftylcd themfelves the 
fpllowers of God, which in ancient times the 
finfulnefs and deceitfulnefs of the heart be- 
trayed into hypocrify : when you furvey the 
muhitudes of his profefled followers, which 
in this your day* the fame finfulnefs and de* 
ceitfulnefs render hypocritical before Him : 
have you not reafon for ferious dread that 
you may yourfelf be found a diffembler in his 
%ht?, 

IIL I proceed to lay before you, and to 
exemplify by fome inftances, a fcriptural 
ruky which may aflift you in difcovfering 
whether, if the Son of God were now to call 
you tcr judgement, you would be found dif- 
femblers in your hearts. 

Where your treafure is^ faith our Lord, there 
will your heart be alfo [e). In other words, 
Whatever be the objedt which you judge and 
feel to be the moft valuable ; concerning that 
object will your heart fhew itfelf to be 
the moft fteadily and the moft deeply inte- 
refted. Apply this rule to yourfelf Exa- 
mine yourfelf by it. It is thus that you may 
difcover with ^bfolute certainty whether your 
heart is fixed ugon God, or whether it dif- 
feoibles before Him, 

{e) Matt. vi. It. 

/ Com- 
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Compare then the paind which you em- 
ploy, the vigilance which you exercife, the 
anxiety which you fed, concerning worldly 
objedSj on the one hand ; on the other, con- 
cerning^ religion. When you hear your 
fticad flandered or your parent injurioufly 
treated j you are moved with indignatioUf 
you are diftreffed and aflflided. When you 
hear the name of God profaned ; are you 
more deeply grieved ? When you perceive 
. Him to be flighted and infulted ; are - you 
more feverely troubled in your heart ? If not ; 
you do riot give the firft place in your heart to 
God, You do but diflemble with him when 
yoihprofefs that you love him above all things. 
Again. When you receive a kindnefs, a 
great and an undeferved kindnefs, from a 
friend ; you feel, I prefume, warm and du- 
rable emotions of gratitude, and an earneft 
defire to render to your benefadtor fuch a re- 
turn, in proportion to your ability, as may 
. be acceptable to Him. You' are receiving 
every day from God bleffings infinitely fu- 
perior to iiU the kindnefles, which can be 
conferred upon you by any of your fellow- 
creatures. Do you feel then ftilf more lively 
and durable emotions of gratitude to Him ? 
Do you feel a ftill more earneft defire to ren- 
der to Him through Chriil that acceptable tri- 

I bate 
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bute of faith and love and holinefs of life 
which his grace is ever ready to enable yoi 
to offer ? If not ; you do not give the firf 
. place in your heart to God. You do but dif 
femble with Him, when you profefs that yoi 
love him above all ^things. 

Again. Your worldly profperity is an objefl 
which youpurfpe with induftry knd folicitude- 
Are you flill more diligent, more anxious, in 
purfuing the welfare of your foul ? Are you 
more earneftly bent on growth in grace, that 
on the accumulation of property ? Are you n\or( 
eager to advance in religious knowledge, thai 
in knowledge which will enable you to augmea 
your wealth ? Are you more watchful to feel 
for religious friends and connections, than fo 
thofe which ,may forward your prefent inte 
reft, or that of your family ? If not^ ; you d( 
not give the firft place in your heart to God 
You do but diflemble with Him, when yoi 
profefs that you love Him above all things. 

Again. You have various occupations t( 
which you refort,- as opportunities offer them 
felves, from inclination and choice, Amonj 
thefe is religion to be found ? Does religior 
ftand at the head of them ? Do you deligh 
in the ftudy of the fcripturcs ? Do you deligh 
in public worfliip ; in its adorations, its prayers 
its praifes, its thankfgivings ? Do you deligh 
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In commemorating the atoning death of your 
Redeemer at his Sacramental table ? Do you 
delight in meditations upon God ; upon his 
goodnefs and mercy ; upon falvation through 
Chrift ; upon the hope of dwelling with Him 
In hplinefs and happinefs hereafter? Do you 
delight tp converfe privately with your family 
or with a Chriftian tViend, on thefe fubjeds? 
Do you find all other pleafpres and fatisfac- 
tions uninterefting and dead, when compared 
with thofe which h^ve religion ^t their root ? 
If not ; you do not give to God the firft place 
in your heart. You do but diflfemble with 
Him, when you profeft that you love Him 
above all things, 1 

I will mention only one example more. 
When you are informed of the events, which 
befal another perfon, you rejoice, if they are 
inch as promote his worldly advantage ; you 
'anient, if they impair it. Do you expe- 
rieijce greater joy, when you are aflured of 
liis advancement in religion ? Do you expe- 
rience greater forrow, if you learn that he has 
gone backward in the ways of righteoufnefs ? 
\ Po you judge pf all changes in the fituation of 
aperfon for wl^oip you are interefted, princi- 
pally by the influence which they feem likely 
to have on his religious profpeds ? You hear 
that he has* entered into the ftate of marriage. 

Po 
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Do you at once feel more folicitous to en- 
quire whether his wife be fteadily; pious; 
than whether fhe be of fuperior underftand- 
ing, accomplifhed, and rich ? He removes to 
a diftant part of the country. Are you more 
grieved to learn that he is thrown into the 
hands of companions calculated to endanger 
his falvation ; than to be informed that his 
new place of abode will probably be deftruc- 
tive of his health ? He has loft his child or 
the wife of his bofom. Are your .prayers 
that his afflidipn may be fandlified more fer- 
vent than thofe for its removal ? You ponder 
on fchemes and labour in exertions for his 
benefit. In all your plans, in all your efforts, 
are you more anxious to be made the inftru- 
ment of ftrengthening him in faith and good 
works, than of forwarding his tempord fuc- 
cefs : of guarding him from thofe evils which 
war %ainft the foul, than from thofe which 
aflaultthe body ? If not j you do not give to 
God the firft place in your heart. You do 
but diflemble with Him, when you profefs 
that you love Him above all things ; that all 
which the Lord your God commandeth, you 
will do. 

IV. My brethren ! a part at Icaft of the 
words of the prophet, as delivered in the text, 

'-''.. is 
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18 applicable to your conduct this day. By 
prefenting yourfelves in this houfe oF God, 
you have in fadl faid to his minifters, Pray 
for us unto the Lord our God; and according 
unto all that the Lord our God Jhall fay^fo de^ 
dare unto us and we will do it. " Offer up 
" unto God on our behalf the fupplications 
*' recorded in the liturgy of our church. And 
" in your difcourfe from the pulpit, explain 
" to us from the word of God our duty as 
" Chriftians, and we will perform it.** 
Whether the remaining words of the text, 
the charge which Jeremiah pronounced againft 
the Jews, Te have dijjembled in your hearts j 
be alfo applicable to you, is a queftion which 
it is not mine to decide. The truth is known 
to the Searcher of hearts. It is open and 
naked before the eyes of Him from whom no 
fecrets are withdrawn. It is difcovferable by 
you: by every one for himfelf. Examine 
yourfelves, when you are returned to privacy 
at home, by that fcriptural rule, which I have 
ftated and endeavoured to exemplify for your 
inftrudlion. Accompany that examination 
with humble prayer for the grace of the holy 
Spirit; that he may enlighten your under- 
ftandings, awaken your confciences, and en- 
^le you to judge finccrely and impartially 
whether your hearts are ftedfaft with God, 

I or 
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or whether ycu are diflemblers in his fight* 
The necefljty, the fupieme importatice, of 
fuch an examination I would prefs upon you 
in the ftrongeft language. Do I recommend 
it to any amon^r you even with greater earneft- 
nefs than to others ? It is to thofe, who flat- 
ter themfelves that they ftand in need of it 
the leaft. I would detain you from it no 
longer than while I recal to your thoughts 
the vengeance which has overtaken thofe, 
who in former ages diflembled with^Obd ; vert- 
seance ordained to be an emblem and a pledge 
of the cfertainty of that perdition, which fhall 
for ever overwhelm all who diflemble with 
Him in their hearts. What befel the diflemblers 
of thp old world ? They peri(hed to a man in 
the deluge. What, befel the congregation ol 
Ifrael, when they refufed to render to God 
their covenanted obedience, and to ' march 
forward at his command into the land of Ca- 
naan? They periihed to a man in the wilder- 
nefs. What befel the Jews who refufed tc 
liften to Jeremiah, and obeyed not the voic< 
of the Lord to dwell in Judea? They wen 
overtaken in Egypt by the king of Babylon 
from whofe power they imagined themfelvet 
fecure j and were utterly and miferably de 
ftroyed. Concerning the diflemblers in the 
old world, God proclaimed j / wilL dejtro^ 

then 
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them from off the face of the earth. Of the dit- 
fembling congregation of Ifrael in the days of 

, Mofes, he folemnly afRrmed ; They Jhall not 
fie the land. ^ Ihavefworn in my wrath ^ that 
they Jhall not enters into my reji. Of the Jews 

, who diflembled when they enquired concern- 
ing his will^by Jeremiah, he pronounced ; Be- 
hold I will fend Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon ; and willfet his throne in Egypt, Ye 
Jhall die by thefword^ by the famine^ and by the 
pefiilenct^ in the place whither ye defire to go 
and fo fojourn. None foall efcape. All thefe 
predided judgements were punctually ac- 
compljflied. So (hall be accomplilhed every 
word' of God. Where are all the un- 
lepenting diflemblers of all paft ages now ? 
They are referved in chains and darkuefs un- 
to the judgement of the great day. Where* 
Ml be all the unrepenting diflemblers of the 
prefent age ? They (hall be referved in the 
fame chains under the fame darknefs to the 
fame judgement. Ml liars^ faith the Lord ; — - 
and of all liars who is the mod guilty, but he 
whodiflembleth with his God ? — All liars foall 
have their portion in the lake which bur net h 
Wh fire^ and brimfone [f). Whoever thou 
art, who diflembled in thine heart with thy 
Judge; look forward to the hour that 

(/) Rev.jcxi. 8. 

awaiteth 



192 On the Sin of dtJfenthUng with God. 

awaitcth thee if thou abideft in thy difStnula- 
tion. Look forward to the hour, whea 
thofe dreadful words, Tbou hqfi not lied unto 
men but unto God^ at the found of which Ana- 
nias fell down dead, fhall be to. thee the fen* 
tenceof death eternal. 

And is hope then excluded ? Is the dif- 
fembling heart irreclaimable ? There is One, 
to whom nothing is impoflible. There is 
One whofe transforming power hypocrify it* 
felf cannot efcape. 7'he preparation of the 
heart is from the Lord [g). In his hand the 
ftone becomes flefh, the fcarlet white as fnow. 
In his hand all things are renewed. Cleanfe 
your hands ^yefinners: purify your hearts^ ye dou^ 
ble-minded Jj). Behold, we were born in fin : 
how fhall we be cleanfed ? We are altogether 
vile : how Ihall we be purified ? Not by mighty 
nor by power y but by my Spirit^ faith the Lord 
of Hojis^ I am with you^ faith the Lord of 
Hojis. According to the word that I cove- 
nanted with you^ my Spirit remaineth among 
you. Fear ye not (/). Allelulia ! Glory be to 
ihee. Lord God Omnipotent ! Light is arifen 
on my darknefs. I can do all things through 
Chriji who Jlrengthenethme. Do we yet lin- 



{g) Prov. xvi. I. 
^aggai, ii. 4, 5. 


(^) James, iV. 8. • 


(x) Zech. iv. 6. 
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ger ? Come ye^ and let us 'walk in the light of 
the Lord (i). . Let us be wife, while there is 
yet time for wifdom. Let us rend our hearts 
and turn unto the Lbrd : let us fear andferve 
him in fncerity and truth. Let us defer not to 
pay our vows unto the Mqft High. Let us join 
ourfelves unto the Lord in a perpetual covenant 
that Jball not be forgotten (/}. 

[1] PhilJpp. IV. 13. Ifaiah, li. 5. f/) Joel, ii. IJ* 
Jofcua, xxiv. 14. Eccl. V. 4. Jcrem. 1. 5. 
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SERMON IX. 

On the Nature and the Confequences of - 
Excufes for not giving up the Heart to 
Religion, 



LUKE, xiv. 1 8. . 

And they all with one Confent began to make 
Excufe. 

TNSTRQCTION poffeffes peculiar force, 
when derived from incidents which in- 
1?ereft the mind. Fads feize upon the me- 
mory more powerfully than precepts. The 
recollection of the former recalls the remem- 
brance of the latter. The precept, thus re- 
called, prefents itfelf under charadters of 
animation and propriety, which confer addU 
tional energy on its native importance. 

It was the ufual pra6tice of our Saviour, 

when favourable opportunities afofe, to take 

advantage bf circuratftances immediately pat 

fing before the eyes of Kis followers for the 

* ^'^ pwpofe 
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pofe of impreffing religious truth* When 
fpoke the words Which have been recited, 
csras fitting at itieat at the table of 1 Weil- 
Pharifee. Frdm the antecedent part of 
chapter it appears that he had already 
m occafion twice, ftoni incidents whlcn 
Lirfed at this entertainment^ to deliver an 
^ortant leiton to thole who Wete prefent. 
it.; in reproving the pride which impelled 
m eagerly to contend for the places ac- 
inted the mod honourable ; he taught the 
:ellence of huniility in the fight of men 
NtW as of God. And afterwards, he ad- 
niOied them riot to be anxious, v^hen they 
pared a dinner or a fupper, to affemble 
ir opulent relations and neighbours^ in 
er that they might be rhemfelves invited 
eafts In return 1 but rather to call to their 
e the poor, the blind, and the diftrefled, 
n whom they could look for no retribu- 
I, thit God, the friend of the wretched* 
;ht blefs them, and recompence them at 
refurreftion of the juft. A perfon of the 
ipany , was forcibly ftruck with thefe 
ourfes ; and exclaimed, Blejfed is be that 
I eat bread in the kingdom of God: bleffed 
e who (hall be received as an affociate of 
promifed Redeemer ; and after having 
a admitted as a member of Kis kingdom 
O 2 upon 
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ypan earth, fhall finally become a partaker of 
the glories and happinefs of heaven. Whether 
this jpan believed Jefus Chrift to be the pro- I 
mifed Redeemer is very doubtful. Our Lord ^ 
however replied to the obfervation by a pa- 
rable : in which he predided that numbers, 
who profefled a zealous defire to hear ind 
obey the gofpel, w^ould difregard and r'ejed 
it when preached to them ; and would prefer 
the purfuits of the prefent world to the fal- 
vation of their fouls, ^ certain man^ faid 
he, made a great /upper ^ and bade many. God 
has prepared a glorious kingdom for.thofe 
who fhall embrace and ftedfaftly obey the 
gofpel of hi«* Son ; and has invited all the 
human race to participate, in its bkflin^s. 
Jlnd be Jent his fer^yant at /upper time^ to /ay 
to them that were bidden^ Come :■ /or ^// things 
are now ready. At the period ordained from 
eternity Jefus Chrift appeared upon earth, 
and preached the gofpel to the Jews. After 
/bjs afgenfion he preached it by his difciples 
tp many other nations. At. this day he 
preaphes it by his minifters tp you, and to 
^nillions in vaiious parts of the wprld. He 
now invites you, as in former ages he invited 
the Jews and the, Gentiles,, to cQijip uqxp Him 
for falvfttion ; and enc^uritge^ ^cyj^.^ith.the 
afTiiraac^ th^t you canno^ bie,.q\qj^|f (c}||c/^(qus 
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to'afk than he is to \beftow. How did th^ 
Jews, to whom the offer was firft made, re* 
ceive it ? They all with one confent began W 
make excufe. The frft faid^ I hdve bought a 
piece ofgrmnd^ and 1 mujl needs go and fee it^ 
Ipfay thee have me excufed. And another faid^ 
I have bought ji'be yoke ofoxefi^ and I go to provi 
tbefn. J pray thee have me excufed. And another 
\ faid^ I have married a wife : cind therefore I can- 
hot come. The nature of thefe excufes will be 
examined'hereafter. At pfefent it is fufl!ci*6n* 
to obferve' that all the reft who were inVited 
had their pretences ready, fome of one kind^ 
feme of another, for not going to the fearf. 
-if// began to ihake excufe, So that ferv ant 
came^ dndjhewed his Lord thefe things. Then 
the rnafter of the houfe^ being angry ^ faid to his 
fervaht : Go^out quickly into theflreets andtcfncf 
fftbe^ city ; and bring in hither the poorani 
the maimed^ and the halt and the blind. The 
Jews fefufed to receive Jefus Chrift ; and 
completed their guilt by crucifying Him. 
The anger of God wa$ kindled. He caft: 
them off from being his people. He com. 
manded the minifters of his word to go forth, 
and to preach the gofpel to the Gentiles : to 
the nation»^ whom the Jews abhorred as out- 
cafts from the divine mercy; whom they be- 
held with an eyeot fuperiority not lefs contemp- 

O3 ' luovi^ 
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tuous than that with which the poor, the halt^ 
and the blind, if ft?itioned as guefts at the ta^ 
ble> would have been viewed by the proudeft 
pf tbofe originally invited to the feaft. Still 
{loweyer the gueft-chamber was not full, 
Thefervantfaid} Lord^ it is done as thou bajl 
commanded; and yet there is rooth. And the 
Jjord /aid unto the fervant } Go out into the 
highways and hedges^ a?id compel them to come 
ir^^ by Urgent importunity and perfuafioq. 
CQnftrain them to enter, that my boufemay be 
Jelled. For I fay unto you^ that none of tbofe 
men wbifh ivere bidden Jhall tafie ofmyfupper* 
Tflxough the apoflles preached the Chriftiao 
jcligiqii with great fpcgefs among many n*- 
lions of the Gentile?, both ip Afia an4 £u- 
^pe,andalfQ vsx fqme of thecoafts of ^Africa j 
yet th^ kingdom of hea.ven was not replen.iflied 
with inhabitants, nor was the mercy pf Gc4 
exhaufted. He has therefore continue^ dur- 
i;ig more than feventeea hundred years to 
provide a cpnftant fupply pf minifters pf his 
gofpel ; an4 to fend them forth even to the 
moft diftant cpij'nerspf the earth, and. to per- 
fons funk in the Ipw.eft ftate of ignpraxKje and 
wretchednef^, with the, kindeft ojffer^ tp €yery 
man of.falvation through faith in vthje Lord 
Jcflis, ^nd with the maft urgent inv^ation^ to 
accept itv. Afid w? know frpta the certain dc- 

cIaration$i 
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claratidns of projphecy, that he wHl gracioufly 
' perievere, until the clofe of all things, to invite 
by his meffengers all mankind to repent and 
believe ; and that all the kingdoms of this world 
Jball become the kingdoms of our Lord and of bis 
Cbrift. We know that at laft even the Jews 
themfelves fhall look on Him whom their, 
forefathers pierced; that they (hall mourn 
with the deepeft humiliation and anguifti for' 
the crucifi:!tion of the great Redeemer; and* 
with toritrite hearts and faith unfeigned (hall 
embrace the'gofpel, and fliall again be re- 
cei^d AS the people of God. But thofe who 
^feiiy ■ Vhe Lord of glory, thofe who* (lij^ht 
\Sk dffcfrs of falvatiori, fhall htithet bi: ! 
"adinitted into his church oh ekrth, nqir 
i&to ' the glorious iriherSahcc wliidh' *!ie' Ibaft''^ 
prepar^cS beyond the grave for his* Terv^ 
ants.* " '"" "' '\ \ ''''" " '''''- 

Such ia the general import of this parable- - 
Let us ftudy through the blefling of God to 
apply it to ourfelves. 

L We learn in the firft place the guilt and 
the dreadful confequences of rejefting Chrift j 
of refufing to believe his religion, or of be- 
lieving without obeying it. Not one of thofe 
who 'werf bidden Jball tqfte of my fupper. 
When we had no claim to be delivered from 
O 4 the 
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the punifliment, which by our fios we de- 
ferved ; much lefs to extend our views to an 
eternity of happinefs: th^e God of mercy was 
gleafed of his own infinite goodaefs.. freely to 
o^er to us both tbefe bleifings. He offered 
tl^em to. us thi:Qugh the blood of his own Son 
Jefus Chrift. His Qwn Son undertook for our 
f^es to come down upon earth; to aflume 
t^^ nature of man; and, to die upoa the 
cfipfs, .th^t he might make atQnpment for our 
fms, ?iad purchafe immortal glory for all, who 
would accept him as their Saviour ajnd faith?- 
fplly obey his commandments. This is that 
Ip^e of 9J^rift towards, finful npian, which afto-. 
nijdb'e^, ag th^ fcriptures teach us, the very angels. 
This is ..tlje appointed method of falyation,- by. 
which atone we may be f^vqd. It is in vain for: 
prefumgtupus men to fee|c to find fault and 
raife pbje(9:ions as to the plan, which the wif- 
dom and thje inconceivable kindnefs of God 
have chpfeh for the recovery of the children 
of fallen Adam. It is in va.in for any man tq 
hope that he may be juftified in any other me- 
thod, or be rendered meet for glory through the 
attamment of any other qualifications, than 
thofe which ire plainly ftated in the gofpeh 
If you will not accept falvation in that me- 
thod; If you will npt labour to acquire thofe 
qualifications .: you v\f in affiiredly perifli, you 

wili- 



^Mufesfhr not being rcUgims. 461 

will periOi by your own choice. If y©i;> Fe* 

jed the Son of God ; he vrill be no Redeemer 

to you. If- you profefs to believe in Mm, 

but will not make it your conftant aimr 

through the influence of divine grace to obey^ 

him; you will as certainly perifti as if yoti 

openly denied him. You do in faft deny 

him in the moft decifive manner. You deny 

him by your adlions. Whatever your ' lips' 

may affirm, your adions proclaim ; ^' I da 

not acknowledge Chrift to be my Mafter : F- 

will not be Yubjed to his laws." He wa^' 

rea4y to receive you: but you would nolf 

liften to his call. The guilt is your own : atij^ 

, the confequences are your own. You.Ve&ifo.^ 

pardon and eternal happinefs : and the aim/ 

of divine juftice plunges you into helf.* '^^r* 

Do you complain of hard meafure in thefe- 

dealings of God? Turn to the parable. Sup- 

pofe a perfon of wealth and eminence to have* 

fuftained reiterated injuries from an inferior. 

Suppofe the offender overtaken by mifery^ 

and on the brink of ruin. Suppofe the man 

whom hS had injured generoufly to interpofc 

in his behalf; to invite the criminal to his 

manfion, and fpontaneoufly to offer to make 

important facrifices for the fole purpofe of re- 

ftoring him to fafety and happinefs. * Sup* 

pofe this benignity to be met with a difdain- 

Cul 
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ful refuial. Is the vidim of his own obfti- 
nacy and pride to murmur becaufe he is 
abandoned to the confequences of his choice ? 
Or to raife the illuftration, if it be poflible, to 
a refemblahce fomewhat lefs faint and im- 
perfeft of the tranfaftion which it purpofes 
to pourtray; fuppofe a fubjedt indebted to 
the bounty of his fovereign for every earthly 
blefling to renounce his allegiance, and to 
crown his ingratitude by the moft daring 
treafons. Suppofe him arrefted by the arm 
of juftice, and even now ftanding on the fcaf- 
fold. Suppofe his foyaP mafter to difpatch 
without folicitatidn an offer of pardon ; to 
fling. open for^ his adtniffibn the doors of the 
palace ; to hold fortTi to him unqualified for- 
givenefs ; to^ prbpofe to him not merely the 
renovation of favour, and re-eftabli(hmentin 
all his antecedent honours and pofleflionsj 
but additional wealth and privileges and dig?- 
nity and po^ver in a meafure far furpaffing 
the utmoft ftretch of his imagination. Sup- 
pofe^hat the extenfion of thiscompaflion,the 
excrcife of this ineffable gopdnefs, could not 
be rendered conHftent with the attributes of 
fovereignty, atid the general welfare of na- 
tions, by any methods except (uch as would 
lieceiTarily require the qnly fon of the mo^ 
narch previoufly to become the reprefenta- 
3 ^ivc 
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\nre of the traitor, and in his ftead to fubmit to 
degradation, to fufferinga and to death. Sup* 
pofe the fon of his own accord to offer to be- 
come the facrifice. Suppofe the father to affeat 
to the offer. Suppofe the facrifice to have taken 
place. Now fix your eyes on the objeS of thefe 
ftupendous mercies. How do you behold him ?• 
Is he diffolved in tears ? Is he rent by ago-* 
nizing remorfe ? Is he fervently devoting in 
the fincerity of his foul the remainder of hisr 
life, the whole of his exertions, of his facul- 
ties, of his heart to the fervice ^i his matchlefe 
bcnefador? Behold him, ifyp.u.are able to 
fprm tp yourfelf the pidure, continuing unt-: 
moved, devoid of gratitude,^ with enmity u^ 
mitigated, rqj^ding the offered pardon; and att- 
its confequent bleffings with careleffnefs -anit 
contempt. Behold an emblem ^ a mofi; m^ 
adequate emblem, of your own madnefe, 9^ 
your own guilt, if yp^ difregard the falvatiofi 
offered through the blood of the Son of God 1 

II. Advert in the next place to the cxcufesi- 
which are ftated as having been advanped by: 
fome of thofe who rejeaed the invitation of 
the Lord of the feaft. The fpirit of the ex- 
cufes alleged by the i-eft, for al] the excufes 
flowed from the fame principle in the heart, 
ma)r be inferred from thofe which ar^ fped^ 
: ^ ' fied. 
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** been mentioned ; tve zxt continually prefled 
" by others no lefs difficult to be avoided ot 
** poftponed. Family contiediions, numerous 
** acquaintance and friends, tbe ordinary re- 
•*^ ciprocation of civilities and vifits, the ftated 
** recurrence at home and stbroad of innocent 
•^ diverfions, bring the day to a clofe almoft 
•* as foon as we perceiVe it to hate begun • 
•* Man was born for fdciety^ It is not good 
^^ for man to be alone. The focial intcrcourfe 
*• of life muft be maintained by the requifite 
•* obfervance of that courtefy, which an apof* 
•* tie has enjoined on all men, Harmlefs 
•* amufements, eflential to mental refrefhment 
** and alacrity of.fpirits, cannot but be ap- 
** proved by a religion which exhofts to cheer-* 
." fulnefs and joy. And, however abfurd may 
•* have been the difputations of ignorant men; 
" we are for our parts fatisfied that friend- 
" fiiip is inculcated by Chriftianity. At any 
•^ rate," it is finally bbferved, " be it bufinefs 
^ or fome lighter occupation which has 
** f wallowed up our time ; and even if it be 
•' acknowledged that with livelier vigilance we 
" might have fnatched fomewhat more fre* 
" quent and fomewhat longer intervals for re* 
** ligious meditation: we iruft that our inat- 
^* tention has not been fuch as to expofe us 
to any extjavagant cenfure. We have al- 
ways 
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" ways profefled our belief in religion. We 
" have occafionally been prefent at its ordi- 
•' nances. We have been indulgent hufbands, 
*' careful parents, kind neighbours, ufeful mem- 
** bers of fociety. And we are univerfally re- 
*' garded as having regulated our conduit: by 
** the niceft principle of bonour.^^ 

Vain and empty fophiftry,to difguife the un- 
fubdued enmity ofthecarnaltnindagainjl God{a)I 

III. Farther: with refpedl to the excufes 
defcribed in the parable, there are two re- 
marks, which I would recommcd to your 
ferious confideration. Firft: all the em^ 
ployments and engagements, which the per- 
fons who were invited pleaded in apology for 
their abfence, were in themfelves perfeiJily 
lawful. To purchafe a piece of ground and 
to go to infpedt it was a circumftancein its own 
nature untindtured with guilt. The cultiva* 
lion of the earth, and induftry in our proper 
callings, are duties which we are repeatedly 
commanded to pradife. Neither is there any 
thing naturally blameable in purchafmg five 
yoke of oxen and going to prove them. Then 
with refpedl to marriage ; we know that it is 
the appointment of God, and is declared in the 
Scriptures to be honourable for all. Yet ob- 

{a'j Rom. viil. 7. 

ferve, 
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ferve, fecondly, that the perfons who made 
thefe excufes were every one of them con- 
demned. / fay unto you that none of tbofe 
men wbkb were bidden fhall tafie ofmyfupper. 
If thefe men were thus condemfted ; hoW 
much more dreadful would have been their 
punilhment, if they had excufed themfelves 
for the purpofe of profecuting fome finful en- 
terprize : if inftead of lawful induftry they 
had meditated fome diflioneft undertakitig ; 
if, inftead of honourable marriage, fome plan 
of criminal indulgence had been in view! 
Bur, though their purfuits were all lawful; 
everyone of the perfons was condemned. 
Why was it thus ? Becaufe every one of the 
perfons was worldly-minded. His heart was 
not' fixed upon promoting the glory of God^ 
and proving by faith and holy obedience his 
love and gratitude to his Maker and Re- 
deemer. His firft obie<9: was not to be 
religious; but to be wealthy, or to profecute^ 
his own pleafure. The man that purchafed' 
the land, and the other that bought the 05tcn, 
were immerfed in folicitude concerning their 
property and poffeffiorts. The cares of tbif 
world y and the deceitfuinefs of riches ^ choked the 
'word ; and it became unfruitful {b\ Land an d 
Q^en, and the profit which land and oxen 

[I) 'Matt. xlii. 22. 
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'Were |o prpdi^pp, w(;re their idols. Go4 
Wd his law^, Cbdft and the wonder-* 
ful mercies which had been offered at 
his hand, -.had little if any fhare of their 
thoughts. The man who had marrie4 
a wife, bad contradied an irreligious marriage, 
or was enfnared by . the confequences of 
his marriage into impiety. He had fhewn, 
we may conclude, ia that tranfadion the un- 
concern refpefting . religion which pervaded- 
his character. ,He had feleded his confort 
\ merely for her perfonal appearance ; or be- 
I ' c^ijJt flie had, an ample fortune ; or becaufe 
I her relations were able, to pufh him into lu- 
icrative bufinefs ; or for fome other worldly 
reafon. He had not made it his firfl: 
and great ftudy to learn before-hand whe- 
ther flxe was. a truly pious woman, a faithful 
fervapt. of the Almighty 5 whether fhe would 
be a partner likely to help him forward in 
the way of falvation,, and by inftrudion and 
example to train up. a family in holinefs. Or 
fubfcquently to his marriage he had permitted 
attention to bis wife to fuperfede that which 
Was du^ to his God. Each therefore of the per- 
fons invited, having preferred things temporal 
;to things eternal, was juftly condemned. 
%ty that are after the Jiejh do mind the things 
^ftheflejb: hut they that are after the Spirit^ 
' Vol. I. P the 
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the things 'of the Spirits To be J^irttuatty* 
minded is life and peace : to be carnally^minded 
is death (<r). 

My brethren ! the parable which has been 
explained, while it affords an exa£t piAure of 
the prefent ftate of multitudes who profefs 
themfelves to be Chriftians, holds forth a fo 
km n warning to all perfons, who are at this 
day endeavouring to make excufes for deny- 
ing to religion the empire of their hearts. If 
in tempers or in conduct you are an open 
tranfgreflbr of the gofpel ; as furely as the 
word of God is true, you are in a ftate of 
damnation. The gulf of deftrudion flares 
you in the face; and, unlefs you repent and 
become a new man, will clofe upon you for 
ever. But this parable, in conformity to mi- 
ny other paflages in the New Teftamenf, 
teaches ydii the no lefs aweful leffon ; thaj 
you will be condemned at the day of judge* 
ment, if you fuffer any one of the lawful oc- 
cupations or lawful pleafures of this life tobt 
the principal obje£t of your purfuit. Yet 
how frequently do we fee people refigninjf 
themfelves to fuch idols j and find every argOi- 
ment ineffedual to cpnviiice them that they 
arc in the dired road to eternal ruin. With 

(f) Rom. Tiii. 6, 7. 

fome. 
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fome, health is the idol. Thiy rife up eariy, 
ftnd go late to reft) and eat the brea^ of carefuU 
iiefs, day after day, and year after year. Theif 
tninds are filled with plans for the improvement 
of their ground, and the advantageous difpofal 
of its produce \ or ^ith fchemes to draw cufr 
tpmers to their compting-houfe or their fhop^ 
and to lay in their commodities at the cheapeft 
rate ; or to place out their money on the beft 
{ccurity, and at the higheft interefi. At the 
end of every year t^ey are become richer : 
but they are not become more inclined to re- 
ligion. They have increafed in pofleflions \ 
but they have not grown in grace. They 
have accumulated fubftance on earth: but 
have not laid up treafure in the fight of God^ 
During all this time they imagine that (hey 
are religious \ sind are even ready to profefa 
a convidlion that this fcraping laborious lifb is 
one proof of religion. How hardening is the 
deceitfulnefs of fin (//) ! How darkening the 
influence of a worldly fpirit ! What fpecious 
evidetice have they to produce of their religion ? 
Let their caufe be exhibited in the rtxoft favour«^ 
Itble light. They have not been fpendthrifts. 
They have obferved common honeftyiti their 
dealings. They have feldom omitted their 
forms of devotion at the returns of night 

(rf) Heb. iii* II. 

P a and 
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and of morfaing. They have attended 
public worfliip, and even the facrament, with 
decent frequency. But let every perfon of 
this defcription anfwer to himfelf a fhort 
queftioa : Where has your heart been fixed? 
On the next world, or on this ?' Your anfwer 
•will tell you that, if you die in your prefent 
ftate, your condemnation is certain and juft. 
Others make pleafures and amufements their 
idols. They conceive that,becaufe they are un- 
der no pecuniary neceffity of addicting them- 
felvesto bufinefs, they need not difappointtheii " 
inclinations. They do not mean, they profefs, 
to live wickedly : * but they think that they 
have i right to entertain thcfnfelves. Ariiufe- 
'fnents accordingly conftitutc their leading 
purfuit. Hounds and horfes, or other ^orts 
'4>f the field ; or public places and unprofitable 
. vlfiting and thje indolent perufal of trifling and 
uninftrudlive books, take pofleflion of their 
time and their thoughts. The amufements 
which each perfon fele£ks for himfelf depend 
on his fituation, and other accidental circum- 
• ftances. But of all fuch perfons, amufement, 
whatever fliape it may aflumej is the objed. 
And becaufe they follow fuch amufements as 
are not in their own nature neceflarily finfiil; 
and becaufe they are not regardleft of the 
forms of devotion, and fome other outwarcJ 

IduUe^ 
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, duties of religion ; they flatter .themfelvcrf 
^ that tfacy are fufficientlygood Gbriflaans.. But 
let fuch perfons alfo be alked: "Where has 
your heart been fixed ? Can you .tihinjc that 

^ the life which you have led has been to live 
onto God and untoChrift? Has your life 
been that of \ man who feeks firfl; the king^ 
dorn of God and his righteoufn.efs ? The per* 

' fons who were previoufly defcribed perifh by 
the cares and the riches of the world. You pe- 
rifli by its idlenefs and its pleafures. Induftry, 
grounded on Chriftian motives, and governed 
by Chriftian rules, is not only not a fin, but 
an abfolute duty. Recreations, innocent in 
their nature, and moderate in degree, are at 
proper times beneficial and neceflary. But if 
either the acquifition of money, or the purfuit 
of amufement, be the leading object of your 
thoughts and wiihes, the ruling principle of 
your heart : ceafe to imagine that you .arc 
religious ; anticipate the condemnatioii which 
awaits you. 1 dwell not on other idols. 
What though power and learning, and repu- 
tation, have alfo their worAippers ? Is the 
idolatry of another man a vindication of 
yours ? Qod acknowledges none as his fer- 
vants, except thofe whpofe predominant defire 
and delight is to promote his glory and obey 
P 3 his 
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liis commandments. To no others doesh 
promife pardon and grace and falvadoi 
through Jefus Chrift, Deceive yourfelf ni 
longer. Lean no longer on a broken reed 
Away with ever excufe forjdelaying to refigi 
your whole heart to your Redeemer. Sonw 
cxcufes may be more abfurd, fome may b( 
more prefumptuous, than others. But ii 
you truft to any excufe whatever, you will 
fall into everlafling condemnation. 
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SERMON X. 

On Stedfaftnefs in Obedience to God« 



KUMBERSy XIV. 2^. 



1 

But my Servant Calebs becaufe be bad anotbcr 
Spirit with bim and bath followed me fully ^ 
him will I bring into thf Land. 

TTHE children of Ifrael,abopt fifteen months 
after their departure from Egypt, were 
now arrived on the borders of the land of 
promife. Mofes, according to the command 
of God, fent forth twelve chofen men, one 
from each tribe, to examine the country : 
and direfted them to bring accurate informa- 
tion to their brethren, whether the foil Was 
rich and fruitful or lean and barren; whether 
the inhabitants were few and feeble, or nu- 
merous and warlike; whether they were 
P 4 dwellers 
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dwellers in tents, or in cities and ftrong holds* 
The twelve fpies, after iiaving Seen engageH 
during forty days in executing the commif-^ 
fion, returned. They delivered a mofl: fa- 
vourable account of the fertility of the land 
of Canaan. They defcribed it as indeed' 
flowing with milk and honey. And ap[iong 
other fpecimens of the luxuriance of its pro^ 
du£tions, they brought with them a clufter of 
grapes fo vaft in fize, that \t was carried be- 
tween two of them upon a ftaff. But the re- 
mainder of their report filled the camp of If- 
rael with alarn^. They reprefented the peo- 
ple of Canaan as men of great ftature, fome 
cf them even as giants, and as dwelling ia 
tjgry large and fortified cities. And ten of 
the fpies vehemently difluaded the Ifraelites 
from attempting to enter the country ; and 
iiverred that its inhabitants were far too 
ifiighty to be attacked by them with any hope 
<X fuccefs. The other two fpies, Caleb and 
Jofhua, remained firm in dependence upon 
<?od. They protefted againft the impious 
co«vatdice of their aflbciates. They earneftly 
e'ntrieated their countrymen not to rebel againft 
the ordinance of the Lord, v^hd had com-*- 
matided thetii to go up and take poflefEon 
of the land ; who had promifed to beftow it 
t!{)on tbetn and their chilA^en for ever ^ and 

7 - who 
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tvfeiD had proved himfelf able, by his forfliet 

glorious deeds on their behalf, to crown then* 

>dth vkStory oyer the nioft powerful eqer 

Mies. ThSir entreaties arnd 'exhortations 

Were thrown away. The' congregation of 

feaelprepat^d to ftone to death thefe feithful 

fervants of the Moft High^. The diviae in^. 

dignationwas awakened, God inftantlyde- 

fcoyed the ten fpies who hatf impelled the 

Ifraelites to tranfgrefe : and pronounced 

this awefurfentence on all among therebcit- 

lious congregation who had attained the age 

t)f twenty years, that they (houid wamicr 

Xintil they died in the wildernefs, and fliotdd 

never fet their feet on the promised land. 

iut to his fervants Caleb and Jofliua, who 

liad fully followed him in fledfaft obedience, 

ihe repeated his gracious affurance, that they 

"fliould enter into the land and poffefe it. 

The events, which on this qccafion took 
T)lace in the hoft of Ifrael, bear a ftriking re^ 
Semblance to thofe, which at the prefent day 
are frequently leen to occtiron tbfc fubjecfJ: of 
religion. We perceive numbers purtuing 
the example of the ten fpies and their difobe* 
dieat countrymen. And fome, through the 
blefling of God, we behold wralking in the 
fteps of Caleb and Jofhua. On the conduct 
of perfon:S of each of thefe two defcriptions 

1 pro* 



^fti8 On Sted/qftfie/s 

I propofc feparately to oflfer fome obrefvatlons : 
and (hall afterwards endeavour to furniih yo^^ 
with the means of judging for yourfelvej .. 
which of the two clafles of mea it will be 
your wifdom to take for your pattern. May 
the divine grace render what you hear con- 
ducive to your edification I 

I. Let me in the firft place calf your atten- 
tion to a clafs of men very nun^erous in the 
world ; men who allow that piety is com- 
mendable, and even profefs that they are de- 
firous of paying what they terra a reafonablc 
regard to religion : but^ having no true love 
of holinefs in their hearts, are continually tak- 
ing alarm at difEculties, and on the watch to -^ 
raife objedions. Obferve how nearly the-s 
charadter and conduft of fuch perfons refem— 
ble thofc of the ten fpies. The ten fpies ac — 
knowledged the excellence of the land whict» 
they had fearched. They faid unto Mofes; 
Wc came unto the land whither thou fenteji ur, 
jindfurely itjftoweth with milk and honey : and 
this J added they, while they pointed to the 
figs and the pomegranates and the wonderful 
clufter of grapes, this is the fruit of it. So 
the profefled Chriftians of whom we fpes^k 
are ready to fay : " We know what religion 
•* is J we have examined it, and we underftand 

« it. 
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** It We admit that the Scriptures are excel- 
-^ lent books ; and that the gofpel gives many 
•* admirable diredions. We are fully of opi- 
^ nion that chriftianity is well adapted to 
** produce tranquillity and good order, and 
^ honefty, and charitable 'aiftions, and other 
** valuable fruits among men* And we doubt 
^ not that it fecures great rewards in^ re- 
^ verfion to all who lead exemplary lives." 
On the fpiritual nature of true piety, ofa the 
Intrinfic odioufnefs of fin, on the neceflity of 
H radical change of heart, and on other diftin- 
guifhing features of the do^rine which is ac-- 
cording to godlinefsy fuch perfons commonly 
are filent. They commend rel^gion^ as the 
ten fpies commended tl;^e land of Canaan, 
loudly as to fome particulars, but with va- 
rious objcdlions in referve : objediions which 
in their cafe weigh, like thofe of the fpies, 
much more than all the fubjefts and circum- 
llances of their praife, 

NcvcrthcUfs^ faid the ten fpies, Nevertbelefs 
the land through which we have gone to fear ch 
//, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants 
thereof. The heart now began to uiifold itfelf. 
The real difpofition began to produce its na- 
tural effed^ upon the condudl. Thefe men had 
no fure confidence in God. They placed no 
firm reliance on his pron^fe of protedion. 

3 They 



ik22 0^ Stedfqfin^s 

. they ftudloufly . f cpxefent it as tfnattainaWeJ 
ZxA labour to render it unacceptable. Intent 
on framing apologies for declining to^ de- 
vote themfelves to God ; and Iblicitons to 
Tindicate themfelves by the authority and 
fupport of companions in fin : they fcruple 
»ot to delineate the Father of mercies as a 
hard Mafter ; and his fervice as difficult and 
loilfome beyond the ability of man, and there- 
fore, as in forgetfulnefs or contempt of the pro-* 
mifed grace of the Holy Spirit they blindly and 
prcfumptuoufly pronounce, exceeding ia its^ 
prefcribed extent the bounds of human duty-^ 

IL But my fefoant CaUh\ faith the Lord, 
bad another Spirit with him^ and hath followed 
me fully. He Jlilled the people .before Mofest 
andfatd^ together with Jofhua ; Let us go up 
at once and pojfefs the land : for we are well 
dhle to overcome it. If the Lord delight in uSf 
then he will bring us into the land^ andgit>e if 
MS ; a land 'which foweth with milk and honeys 
Only rebel not ye againjl the Lord : neither fear 
ye the people of the land; for they are bread 
/or us. Their defence is departed from them\ 
and the Lord is with us. Fear them not* Ca- 
leb had no apprehenfions ; he looked not 
aroiind for objections j he raifed up no diffi- 

cultiew 
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culties. And why ? Becaufe be followed the ^ 
Lord fully. He placed entire confidence in 
God. He knew that whatever God pro- 
mifed, he was able to perform. The ftrong 
people that dwelt in the land, the cities walled 
aqd very great, the fons of Anak who were 
giants, he regarded as nothing. He beheld 
with the eye of faith the Lord of hofts going 
before him to battle, and calling down all 
enemies under his feet. His heart was with 
his God. He delighted to obey the divine 
commands. Only rebel not ye againji \ the ' 
Lord. This was his main defire both for his 
countrymen and for himfelf. To the protec- 
tion of the God whom he loved, he com- 
mitted himfelf. Confequences he left to Om- 
nipotence. His own concern was duty. 
** All the labours, all the fiifferings, to which 
^* it may pleafe my heavenly King to fummon 
•* me, will be lightened by his never-failing 
^* goodnefs, and will be abundantly overpaid 
" by his promlfed inheritance.'* His heart 
fpoke thus ; and was at reft. ^ 

Through the grace of God, and it is 
through that grace alone, there are thofe 
among the Chriftians of our own days who 
are animated by the fpirit of Caleb and of 
Jofliua, They follow the Lord fully. Reii- 

gipn 
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gioil is their choice ; holinefa theit ddijghr,^ 

Thoroughly convinced of the truth of GeoiI,'^ 

of the mercies of redemptions of ^tbe glories 

of the world to. come; they befitate noc^te/: 

encounter the toils of Chriftian /wai:feir.f 

They are not ignorant of the ftrength of tfaflSfi:? 

enemies. They are aware that it is fat" 

greater than it is imagined or reprefented M I 

be by the worldly-minded men, who refuft^^ 

to encounter it. " We know," they repljf-J 

to the deceivers who -would perfuade .themu 

to fhrink back from the courfe' of dutypl 

** we know that we have to contend with the? > 

** flefli and the world ; with the corruption of :) 

** our own hearts ; .with your evil cuftojns;':! 

*^ your feoffs and your fnares ; with 3atan and* * 

** his angelsi the principalities and powers of 

^' darknef^ But we^are ready to fet thc'i 

" battle in array. We' are r^ady to go forA * 

** in the name of our God. Mightier -is hci i 

^' that is with us than they that are againft ' 

** us. His ftrength is perfedled in our weak- '^^ 

" nefs. His grace is fuflScient for usi-and 

^^ is able to make us more than, conquerors . 

" through him that loved us, even through "^ 

« Jefus Chrifl.'* '. 

HI. You are now acquainted with the differ- 
ent fpirit of two different claffes of peffons to 
"•^ ^ be 
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be found among modem Ghriftlans, Which 
cif the two do you judge to be in the right ? 
Wliich of the two do you efteem the wifer ? 
CflNir andkt ui reckon together on this fubjed:4 
The ifneiites were direded to fearch out and 
examine the land of Canaan by means of 
thdr fpies, before they fliould attempt to take 
pofleffion of it. In the fame manner Chrift 
idmdniihes thofe^ who are defirous of be- 
coming hi^ difciples, to Jit down jirfl and 
t^ma the cofi {a). Not that the Ifraelites were 
l^at liberty in point of duty to chooie and 
det^mine for themfelves whetheif they would 
proceed into Canaan, or not. Neither are.you 
left at liberty in point of duty to determine 
fbryourfelves whether you will be religious 
or not. The Ifraelites were commanded to 
proceed into Canaan, and you are commanded 
to be religious, under pain of the wrath o£ 
almighty God. Why then are you required 
to fit down and count the coft of being reli- 
Jrous ? For the fame reafon for which the 
tfraelites were inftruftcd to fearch out the land 
rf Canaan : pamely, that through the pro- 
TiiCtd alfiftance of Him from whom is the pre^i^ 
^/irafion of the heart (^), you may prepare 
i^our minds beforehand for the talk which you 

(it) Lukei xly. 28-33. {h) Prgv. Kri» I. 

Vol. I. Q^ have 
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have to perform ; and may thoroughly under- 
ftand the greatnefs of the promifed reward. 

Do not iniagine that for the purpofe, as it 
were, of deluding you into the feryice of reli- 
gion I would reprefent that fervice as eafy. 
Whatever may be the bleffings; prefent or fu- 
ture which it may hold forth ; unqueftioriably it 
abounds with difficulties, and requires conffant 
and laborious exertion. And vhat valuable 
purfuit is there which does not ? But vnih re- 
fpe(f3: to every valuable purfuit the decifive 
queftion is not whether difficulties and facri- 
ficcs are to be expedled : but whether th^re be 
folid ground for trufting that the difficultiesand 
facrifices will be compenfated by the attaior' 
inent of the object which you purfue. The 
huflbandman cheerfully gives up his time and 
eafe, and fubmits to watchfuln^fs and hard- 
fhip, in cultivating bis fields : for he hopes- 
for an ample retribution in the harveft. The 
merchant commits his property to the winds 
and waves, traverfes the ocean, faces the vi- 
ciffitudes of climates, recoils not from fatigue 
and danger, from fufpenfe and anxiety : for 
he looks forward to a cargo, which fliall 
abundantly remunerate his labours. Confider. 
whether the rewards, which religion enfures 
to her followers, are proportionate to the 
nature of the fervice which fhe dfemauds. But 

beware 
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beware of eftimating stmong hafdOiips injunc- 
tions- which are bleffings. 

What then are the difKculties and facrifices 
:o which you muft fubmit, if you would be 
Eervants of religion ? ^* Therie are many 
'* things," you reply, " many things rooted 

* in our nature, and dear to flelTi and bloody 

* which we muft renounce-" What muft 
f^ou renounce? " We muft renouiice our 

* evil paflions ; as pride, anger, fretfulnefs, 

* envy, revenge/* And is this a grievous 
acrifige ? Will anger make you happy ? Will 
Iffetfulnefs make you happy ? Will pride, or 
mvy, or revenge, make you happy ? When 
rou-have indulged any of thefe wicked tern- 
>ers, does the recoUedion of them difFufe? 
:omfort over your bofom ? Can you ferioufly 
ay ; •' As I wifh to be happy to-morrow, I 
^ therefore hope that to-morrow I fhall be 
' aduated by paffion, that I fhall be fretful^ 

* and proud, and envious, and revengeful ?" 
^an you ferioufly fay^ that you believe men 
tf fuch difpofitipns to be more happy than 
hofe, whom religion has rendered mild, con- 
ented, humble, rejoicing in the profperity of 
others, replete with kindnefs, compaffion, and 
brgivenefs ? Your own hearts tell you that 
he real fagrifice is not to renounce thefe 

0^2 . tempers^ 
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tempers, but to retain them : .that their fcr- 
vice, not that of religion, is the hard fcr- 
vice. 

Let us proceed in our examination. Wbit 
more does religion require you to renounce? 
" She requires us to renounce intemperance, 
** and other fenfual pleafurcs." And are thcfe 
.grievous facrifices ? Compare the gratification 
which the finner obtains from his brutal in- 
dulgences with' the prefent blcflings which he 
lofes by them. Take dru^fkennefs for an ex- 
ample. Does the drunkird derive as large 
an amount of pleafure from drunkennefe, a0 
the temperate man from temperance ? Con- 
template the drunkard drenching himfelf in 
the poifon which is fecretly deftroying him ; 
roaring out curfes in the midft of dompa* 
nions like himfelf ; and joining in their pro- 
fane fongs and licentious merriment. Fol- 
low him to his home, to the wife and chil- 
dren whom perhaps he ftarves : fee the© 
terrified by his fury, or funk in anguifh by his 
guilt. Vifit him the fucceeding morning* 
Behold his reddened eyes, his bloated vifage, 
his trembling hands, his liftlefs and languid 
frame. Behold him racked with rcmorfc 
for the fins of the paft evening ; or in a ftatc 
infinitely more pitiable, utterly infenfible of 
them, and prepared for the next opportunity 
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6t repeating his iniquity. Novv turn to the 

man whom religion renders temperate, Ob- 

fcrve his ferene brow, the emblpm of a peace- 
-€ul bofom. Mark the healthinefs of his 
# Countenance, the alacrity of his ftep, See 
- hiin preffing forward with cheerful induftry 
"'the bufinefs of the day, - See his family in 
^"^tranquillity, and comfort, and harmony around 
r'him. Judge for yourfelf, whether the fon 
v6f temperance or the drunkard be the happier 
" man.. Compare thus in detail the man who 
-^abandons himfelf to any other unlawful gra- 
-'tification with his neighbour whom the fear 

of God preferves from that fin : and the con- 
^^'cJufion will be no lefs clearly in favour of 

* religion. You will again difcovcr that to be* 
^'tiricked requires the real facrifice ; that the 
' hard fervice is the fervice of guilt. 

What more have you to objed to the ways 
■ of religion? *• We^are commanded to believe 

** every dodlrine which is declared in the 
•''** fcriptures ; and to pradife every duty 
' ** which they enjoin.'' And do you place 
' thefe obligations in the catalogue of hard- 
" fliips ? Is it a hardftiip to believe the word 

'of the God of truth ? Is it a hardfhip to obey 
^' the commandments of 'a wife and holy and 

xiierciful father ; commandments all of them 

q.3 of 
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of fuch a nature that, as you have already 
been conftrained to acknowledge, in proper* 
tion to your obedience to them will be youc 
prefent happinefs? *^ But our aflent is re» 
?' quired to dodlrines which we cannot fa? 
^* thorn." Can you explain the growth of a 
blade of grafs ? Do you expert then to fa-, 
them the nature and the counfels of the God- 
head ? " But religion makes no allowapceSt 
" She profcribes even little and venial fins." 
Whence have you learned that any ftn is 
little? Whence have you learned that any 
adb of rebellion againft God- is venial ? Do 
human laws allow petty thefts, petty frauds, 
petty outrages ? Do not you know that petty 
thefts, if unchaftifed, advance to burglariesi 
petty frauds to forgeries, petty outrages to 
murder ? How ftiall religion fecure you from 
the blacked enormities otherwife than by 
prohibiting the firil rudiments of guilt? 
How {hall the perfedt holinefs of the Deity 
tolerate the flighteft infradion of his rightcr 
ous law ? - ^* But Chriftianity calls us to con- 
** ftant waichfulnefs and prayer !" Theft 
duties then you account hardfl>ips .1 You ac- 
count it a hardfliip to be obliged conftantly to 
watch againft fins, which, you know will 
make you miferable cvcq in this world : and 

7 aliard- 
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t hardfhip to be required to be conftant in 
prayer to God, by whom alone your watch- 
fulnefs can be rendered fuccefsful, from whom 
alone flows every blefling which you enjoy, 
.Thefe duties, did you poflTefs any true wif- 
dom, you would range among your bleflings. 
Would you be preferved from the deepeft 
fnares and the^ftrongeft chains of iniquity? 
Watchfulnefs againft temptation is indifpen- 
fable. Prayer, more efpecially, is your moft 
iraluable privilege. For, though a religious 
ife brings no hardftiips ; it is attended with 
iiflSctilties naturally unfurmountable by man, 
[t is an unceafing ftruggie againft fia and the 
iuthor of fin. It is a continual mortification 
>f corrupt appetites, a conftant denial of 
Telfifh paffions. It is a warfare to which of 
^ourfelves you are utterly unequal. How 
great a blefling is.it to be permitted at all times 
to apply by prayer to that almighty Protestor, 
who alone can give you the vidlory, who is 
ever ready to he^r the fupplications of his 
people ! 

Thus then is it evident that the region of 
^ilt is the land that eateth up the inhabit^' 
ants thereof. Thus is it evident, on a juft 
comparifon, that godlinefs has the promife of 
the life which now is. How much n^ore han 
Qj it 



?24 On Stedfqfimfs 

gioil is Aeir- choice ; holincfs rfieir. d^glstv 

llioroughly eonvincedof the truth of Gcki/ 

of the merciea of red^mptioa, of 4iie gloria •' 

of the world to. come ; they hefitate .noc^fa^- 

enqounter the toils of Chriftian..waj£ai35iT 

They are not ignorant of the ftrength of tfaais?: 

enemies. They are aware th^t it is fiif ' 

greater than it is imagiaed or reprdent^ i* • 

be by the worldly-minded men, who reRife^ 

to encounter it. ** We know," they repljr- 

Jo the deceivers who -would perfuade then**'. 

-to fhrink back from the. courfc of ^uty p 

** we know that we have to contend with-the?' 

.** fiefli and the world ; with the corruption of :: 

*' our own hearts ; ,with your evil cufto]Qas;^ 

- your feoffs and your fnares ; with 3atan and' 

.** his angels^ the principalities and powers of ^ 

:*' darkncfs^ \ But we^are ready to fct thc*^ 

** battle in^ array.. We^are ready to go forsk '^ 

*• In the name of our God. Mightier 4$ he; ' 

** that is with us than they that are againft ' 

^* us. His ffrength is perfefted in our weak^ ' 

" nefs. His grace is fuflScient for us: -and 

" is able to make u§ more than, conquerors \ 

** through him that loved us, even through .' 

« Jefus Chrift.'V . 

III. You are now acquainted with the differ- 
ent fpirit of two different clafles of peffons to 
^-'^ ^ be 
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be found among modem Chriftlans. Which 
tfthe two do you judge to be in the right \ 
Wliidi of the two do you efteem the wifer ? 
Omi and let ui reckon together on this fubjed:4 
The ifraelites were directed to fearch out and 
examine the land of Canaan by means of 
tWr fples, before they fliould attempt to take 
pofleffion of it. In the fame manner Chrift 
idiiiimiihes thofe^ who are defirous of be- 
coming hi^ difciples, to Jit down jirfl and 
emit the cofi [a\ Not that the Ifraelites were 
left at liberty in point of duty to choofe and 
determine for themfelves whetheif they would 
proceed into Canaan, or not. Neither are.you 
left at liberty in point of duty to determine 
for'yourfclves whether you will be religious 
or not. Tlie Ifraelites were commanded to 
proceed into Canaan, and you are commanded 
to be religious, under pain of the wrath o£ 
almighty God, Why then are you required 
to fit down and count the coft of being reli- 
gious ? For the fame reafon for which the 
Ifraelites were inftruftcd to fearch out the land 
of Canaan : pamely, that through the pro- 
mifed afliftance of ^Ximfrom whom is the prc*^ 
paration of the heart [b\ you may prepare 
your minds beforehand for the talk which you 

(rf) Lukei XIV. 28-33. (^) Prov. Kri» J. 

Vol. I. Q^ have 
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have to perform ; and may thoroughly und&x^ 
ftand the greatnefs of the promifed reward. 

Do not iniagine that for the purpofe, as if 
were, of deluding you into the fervice of reli- 
gion I would reprefent that fervice as eafy. 
Whatever may be the bleffings; prefent or fu- 
ture which it may hold forth ; unqueftioriably it 
abounds with difficulties, and requires conflant 
and laborious exertion. And vhat valuable 
purfuit is there which does not ? But with re- • 
fpe(f3: to every valuable purfuit the decifive 
queftion is not whether difficulties and facri- 
ficcs are to be expedled : but whether there be 
folid ground for trufting that the difficultiesand 
facrifices will be compenfated by the attaip- 
ment of the object which you purfue. The 
huflbandman cheerfully gives up his time and 
eafe, and fubmits to .watchfulnefs and hard- 
fhip, in cultivating bis fields: for he hopes- 
for an ample retribution in the harmed. The 
merchant commits his property to the winds 
and waves, traverfes the ocean, faces the vi- 
ciffitudes of climates, recoils not from fatigue • 
and danger, from fufpenfe and anxiety : for 
he looks forward to a cargo, which ftiall 
abundantly remunerate his labours. Confider, i 
whether the rewards, which religion erxfures j 
to her followers, are proportionate to the 
nature of the fervice which fhe dfemands. But j 

beware ' 
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Ware of eftimating stmong hafdOiips injunc-* 
tions- which are bleffings. 

What then are the difKculties and facrifices 
to which you muft fubmit, if you wOuld be 
fenrants of religion ? " There are many 
" things," you reply, " many things rooted 
" in our nature, and dear to fleili and blood, 
"which we muft renounce-" What muft 
you renounce? "We muft renounce our 
" evil paffions ; as pride, anger, fretfulnefs, 
" envy, revenge/* And is this a grievous 

(" facrifige ? Will anger make you happy ? Will 
fretfulnefs make you happy ? Will pride, or 
cavy, or revenge, make you happy ? When 
" you -have indulged any of thefe wicked tem- 
pers, does the recolledion of ^ them difFufe^ 
comfort over your bofom ? Can you ferioufly 
fay ; •' As I wifh to be happy to-morrow, I 
** therefore hope that to-morrow I fhall be 
*' aduated by paffion, that I fhall be fretful^ 
" and proud, and envious, and revengeful ?" 
Can you ferioufly fay^ that you believe men 
of fuch difpofitions to be more happy than 
thofe, whom religion has rendered mild, con- 
tented, humbk, rejoicing in the profperity of 
others, replete with kindnefs, compaffion, and 
forgivenefs ? Your own hearts tell you that 
the real fagrifice is not to renounce thefe 
Q^ tempers^ 



228 On Elcdfajlnefs 

tempers, but to retain them:, that their 
vice, not that of religion, is the hard . 
vice. 

Let us proceed in our examination. "W 
more does religion require you to renoun 
" She requires us to renounce intemperai 
** and other fenfual pleafurcs/' And are tl 
.grievous facrifices ? Compare the gratifical 
which the finner obtains from his brutal 
dulgences with' the prefent blcffings whict 
lofes by them. Take druijfkennefs for an 
ample. Does the drunkird derive as \\ 
an amount of pleafure from drunkennefi 
the temperate man from temperance ? C 
template the drunkard drenching himfeL 
the poifon which is fecretly deftroying h: 
roaring out curfes in the midft of dorr 
nions like himfelf ; and joining in their i 
fane fongs and licentious merriment, 
low him to his home, to the wife and < 
dren whom perhaps he ftarves : fee tl 
terrified by his fury, or funk in anguifh bj 
guilt. Vifit him the fuccecding morn 
Behold his reddened eyes, his bloated vif 
his trembling hands, his liftlefs and lan| 
frame. Behold him racked with rem 
for the fins of the pafl evening ; or in a 1 
infinitely more pitiable, utterly infenfibh 
them,' and prepared for the next opportu 
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ct repeating his iniquity. Now turn to the 

man whom religion renders temperate. Ob- 

; ferve his ferene brow, the emblpm of a peace- 

M bofom. Mark the healthinefs of his 

'countenance, the alacrity of his ftep, See 

him pr effing forward with cheerful induftry 

the bufinefs of the day. - See his family in 

tranquillity, and comfort, and harmony around 

ihitn. Judge for yourfelf, whether the fon 

of temperance or the drunkard be the happier 

I man,. Compare thus in detail the man who 

I abandons himfelf to any other unlawful gra- 
'ti6cation with his neighbour whom the fear 
of God preferves from that fin: and the con- 
^chifion will be no lefs clearly in favour of 
religion. You will again difcovcr that to be' 
^Vicked requires the real facrifice ; that the 
hard fervice is the fervice of guilt. 

What more have you to objiDd to the ways 
of religion? *• We, are commanded to believe 
** every dodlrine which is declared in the 

■ *' fcriptures ; and to pradife every duty 
** which they enjoin." And do you place 
thefe obligations in the catalogue of hard- 

^'fliips ? Is it a hardftiip to believe the word 
of the God of truth ? Is it a hardfhip to obey 

'the commandments of 'a wife and holy and 
liierciful father ; commandments all of them 

0,3 «f 
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of fqch a nature that, as you have. already 
been cpnftrained to acknowledge, in proper^ 
tion to your obedience to them will be your 
prefent happinefs ? ** But our aflent is ren 
*' quired to dodlrines which we cannot fa^ 
^* thorn." Can you explain the growth of a 
blade of grafs ? Do you expert then to fa- 
them the nature and the counfels of the God- 
head ? " But religion makes no allowances, 
" She profcribes even little and venial fins." 
Whence have you learned that any f^n is 
little? Whence have you learned that any 
adb of rebellion againft God^ is venial ? Do 
human laws allow petty thefts, petty frauds^ 
petty outrages ? Do not you know that petty 
thefts, if unchaftifed, advance to burglaries* 
petty frauds to forgeries, petty outrages to 
murder ? How ftiall religion fecure you from 
the blacked enormities otherwife than by 
prohibiting the firil rudiments of guiltj 
How {hall the perfed holinefs of the Deity ' 
tolerate the flighted infradion of his rightcr 
ous law ? - ^* But Chriftianity calls us to con- 
** ftant waichfulnefs and prayer !'' Thof^ 
duties then you account hardflaips.l You ac- 
count it a hardfliip to be obliged conftantly to 
watch againft fins, which, you know will 
make you iniferabl? eveu in this world : and 

7 aliard- 
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I Wdfhip to be required to be conftant in 
prayer to God, by whom alone your watch- 
'fulncfs can be rendered fuccefsful, from whom 
alone flows every blefling which you enjoy, 
Thefe duties, did you poflTefs any true wif- 
dom, you would range among your bleflings. 
Would you be preferved from the deepeft 
fnares and the^ftrongeft chains of iniquity? 
Watchful nefs again ft temptation is indifpen- 
fable. Prayer, more efpecially, is your moft 
valuable privilege. For, though a religious 
life brings no hardftiips ; it is attended with 
difficulties naturally unfurmountable by man. 
It is an unceafing ftruggle again ft fm and the . 
author of fin. It is a continual mortification 
of corrupt appetites, a conftant denial of 
felfilh paflions. It is a warfare to which of 
yourfelves you are utterly unequal. How 
great a blefling is.it to be permitted at all times 
to apply by prayer to that almighty Protestor, 
who alone can give you the vidlory, who is 
ever ready to he^r the fupplications of his 
people 1 . 

Thus then is it evident that the region of 
^ilt is the land that eateth up the inhabit'- 
ants thereof. Thu§ is it evident, on a juft 
comparifon, that godlinefs has the promife of 
the life which now is. How much n^ore han 

Qjr it 



it the !(j^etofive promife of that which ir ft j 
comf.{fc)! . Here you behold the grand fijiper, 
riority of religion. Here you- behold the 
everlafting triumph of the righteous. How- 
ever diftreflcd may be his fituation in this 
world ; however real and however great may 
be the facrifices, however continual and fc- 
yere the mortification and felf-deniai, to 
which religion binds him to fjabmit ; he re- 
pofes with full confidence on his God. He 
looks foward beyond the grave ; and ex* 
claims with the apoftle, My light affliStiom^ 
which are but for a moment ^ work for me cm 
€^ feeding and eternal weight of glory [d). Ht' 
knows that, as long as he remains in the flefh^ 
he is liable to fall ; that if he forfakes hia 
Redeemer he fhall be a caft-away. But he 
walks humbly with his God, and therefore 
leans upon his mercy : he keeps his holy 
commandments, and therefore relies upon the 
continuance of his preferving grace. Would 
you attain to thefe glorious hopes, before 
which the world and its brighteft profpeifis 
fade away; to this peace of foul, the delight; 
of which they only who have felt it can 
comprehend ? Follow the Lord fuUVf Re-» 
roeoaber the example of the rebellious If^* 

{i) \ Tim. iv. 8. {d) z Cor, iv, 17. 
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j^lites-Wlioliftenedtotheteit urifakhfui fpies 
«idthat of the two ftedfaft fofPowers of God. 
Ai truly as 1 live^ faith the Lordy Iwillfurcly 
Sit knto all this evil congregation that are 
^a^ered together againji me : in this wilder^ 
^^i they Jhall be confumedy and there they Jh all 
' die. As truly as I live^ fo ^tll I do to you 
\ .who have murmured againji me. Tour car^ 
c^esjhallfall in this wildernefs. Doubtlefs ye 
fim not come into the land^ fave Caleb and 
^pua. My fervant Calebs becaufe he had 
aiotber fpirit with him^ and hath followed me 
fidlyi hifk will I bring into the land. The 
^6crce was pundually fulfilled. The tert 
*^ie3 were inftantly ft ruck with death. The 
>Wiofe rebellious congregation, one man after 
another^ was con fumed in the cotirfe of 
ttafly forty years fpent in wanderings in the 
wildernefs. But after the expiration of that 
period their children, and defcendents, unde* 
the c6mmand of Jofhua, who was affifted by 
Kis faithful frieild Caleb, entered, the land 
oJF Canaan and took pofleflion of it. They 
believed in God : and he drove out and de- 
ftrbyed their enemies. 

** But was not Caleb," you enquire, " by 
^* this time declining into the vale of years^ 
♦* and incapably of enjoying the p;-omifed 
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2:3+ On Stedfqflnefs 

*' heritage ?" When God promifes, fear 
left the performance ftiould proVe deluf 
Hear this ftedfaft fervant of the Lord, w 
he had now employed feveral years after 
arrival in Canaan in combats for the eftabl 
ment of his brethren in their allotme 
ftating his own claim before Jofhua. 7 
hiQweJl the thing that the Lord /aid unto Mi 
tJbe man of God^ concerning me and thee 
Kadejhbarnea. And Mofesfware on that i 
faying ; Surely the land whereon thy feefh 
trodden Jhall be thine inheritance^ and thy c 
drensfor eoer : becaufe thou hajl wholly 
lowed the Lord thy God. And now^ bek 
the Lord hath kept me alive ^ as hefaid^ t 
forty and five years ^ even ftnce the Lordfj. 
this word unto Mofes^ while the childrej 
Ifracl waftdered in the wildernefs. And n 
lo^ I am this day fourfcore and five years 
Ms yet I am asfirong this day as I was in 
day that Mofes fcnt me : as my firength • 
then^ even fo is my firength now for ii 
Now therefore give me this . mountain^ whe 
the Lordfpake in that day (for thou hea? 
in that day how the Anakims were there^ i 
that the cities were great and fenced) : ij 
Lord will he with me^ then I fball be abi 
drive them out^ as the Lordfaid. And Jo^ 
hlejfed him [e) : and according to the pror 

{e) Jofliua, xiv. 6=— 14. xv. 13, 14. 
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of Mofcs afligned to . him the. mountain and 
city pf Hebron, which were inhabited by 
thofe giants, the fons of Anak, at the name 
of whom the whole congregation of Ifrael 
bad trembled ; and the Lord was with Caleb ; 
and he utterly deftroyed them. The words 
of the Lord will be fulfilled as pundually with 
refpe<a to you. The wicked Jloall go away 
into everlajling punijbment ; but the righteous 
into life eternal {f\ If the gofpel is preached 
to you in vain ; if your lives are not lives of 
faith and holinefs through Chrift : you will 
perifli everlaftingly, where the worm dieth 
not and the fire is never quenched, ^hefe arc 
the truefayings of God. If you have another 
Spirit with you, even that new fpirit which is 
created in /the heart by the eternal Spirit of 
famaification ; if you follow the Lord fully 
in godlinefs, and humility, and prayer, and 
• perfevetance unto the end : the inheritance of 
the fpiritual Canaan, the kingdom of heaven, 
will be yours, by the blood of Jefus, for ever^ 

(/) Matt. XXV. 46." ' 



SERMON XL 

On the Charadler of Naaman. 



2 KINGS, V. 2, 3, 



The Syrians bad gone out 'by Companies j and bad 
brougbt away captive out of Ifrael a little 
Maid; andjhe waited on Naaman s Wife. 
Andjhefaid unto ber Miftrefs ; Would God 
my Lord were witb the Prophet that is in 
Samaria :for be would recover him of bis Lx^ 
profyl 

HTHAT the name of God might be glori- 
fied among the heathen was one of the 
leading purpofes, for the furtherance of which 
the children of Ifrael were feleded to become 
a peculiar people to the Moft liigh. In the 
vidories which from age to age have attended 
the ftandard of the crofs, this plan of mercy 
has advanced many fteps towards its comple- 
tion. In the univerfal triumphs which await 
Chriftianity^ when the converfion and re- 
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eftabllfliment of the Jews (hall bring the ful- 
nefs of the Gentiles into tTie churcHrit""wiU re- 
ceive its perfect accompliftiment. But during 
the whole period of the Mofaic covenant ; from 
the day when the magicians faid unto Pha- 
raoh, This is thejinger of God ^ to the moment 
when the Roman centurion exclaimed, Truly 
this Man was the Son of God: the deliver- 
ances miraculoufly wrought amidft the chofen 
race ihook fucceflive kingdoms and genera- 
tions of unbelievers with terror; and con- 
curred with the confpicuous purity of the 
Jewifli religion to extort from relu<3tant ido- 
laters the tribute of praife to Jehovah. 

In the narrative of which the portion of 
Scripture already recited forms a part, wc 
perceive the Omnipotent gaining to himfelf 
from among the heathen an acquifition which 
his mercy never defpifes, the acquifition of 
a faithful worfhipper. I propofe, in the firft 
place, to ftate and briefly to illuftratc the cir- 
cumftances of the tranfadlion : and, in the 
fecond place, to point out fome of the me- 
thods, in which we may derive benefit from 
the confideration of them. 

I. The kingdom of Syria bordered upon 

Ifrael. In confequence of difputes refpedting 

their boundaries and various other caufes, there 

..... ^ , . , arofe 



238 / On the Charadlcr cfNaaman* 

arofe frequent wars between the two natidnsC-i 
About the trme of which we are fpeaking, 
fome troops of Syrians had effefted a fucceff-' 
ful incurfion into the land of Ifrael : and> 
according to the cruel cuftom of thofe days^ 
had carried back with them into captivity 
'" fuch of the inhabitants as they had been able 
to feize. Among them was a young woman, 
who became a fervant in the family of Naa- 
man. Naaman was captain of the hoft, ge- 
neral of the whole army, of the king of Syria^ 
He *was a mighty man in valour. He was alfo 
a great man with his majier^ and honourable ; 
lecaufe by him the Lord had given deliver^- 
ance unto Syria. But in the mid ft of his 
grandeur and high renown, he was fubjeded 
to a very^fevere afflidion. He was infeded 
with the leprofy ; a loathfome diforder not 
uncommon in the Eaft, The Ifraelitifh 
maiden felt compaflion for his diftrefs. Her 
mind, fondly reverting to her native foil, dwelt 
on the wonderful works which God had there 
wrought by the hand of Elifha. She thought 
that this minifter of heaven^ on whofe prayer 
the fonof the Shunamite had been reftoredto 
life, would be enabled to heal the diieafe of 
her mafter. She faid ante her ril/lrefs ; Would 
Cod my lord were with the prop-xt that I- in 
Samaria : for be would recover him cf .jis 
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ieprofy. Naaman was informed of her ex- 
preffions : and fpeedily con>menci0ghis jour^* 
^ ney to Samaria, conveyed with him for the 
prophet a prefent of immenfe value j and a 
letter from the king of^ Syria to the king of 
Ifrael defiring, in.authoritative language, that 
Naaman might be healed. The king of If- 
rael pcrufed the letter with aftonifhment and 
alarm. He rent his clothes^ and/aid^ Am I 
God^ to kill and to make alive ; that this man 
doth fend unto me to recover a man of his le^ 
profy ? And he concluded that the purpofe of 
the Syrian monarch was to feek a pretence 
for quarrelling and entering into war with 
him. When Elifha heard the news, he re- 
proved the king of Ifrael for yielding to fear, 
inftead of humbly confiding in God, who 
Was ready to protect all that put their truft in 
him; and had even then raifed up a prophet 
in Samaria able to cure the leper, {.et Naa- 
^an^ he added, come unto me: and he fhall 
knots) that there is a prophet in Ifrael. Naa^- 
i^an accordingly proceeded with his chariot 
"^d attendants to the door of Eliflia: and 
^here received a meflage from the prophet, 
^ireding him to go and wafti himfelf feven 
^^mes in the river Jordan, and afliiring him 
^hat his Ieprofy fhould thus.be immediately- 
removed. The haughtinefs of Naaman burft 

into 



into opcn^furjT, whpn he^heard the meflag^. H* 
ihftantlj'dfparted. 'He cottficlcred thc^rivcf 
Jdfddn as utterly conteqiptible in cocnpai^jfpa 
Vvhh'tKe 'rjtersbfhis own^country. HeexpciSedi 
tod that the propKet flibuld inffantly hajve ap»^ 
peSredbefore him with ceremonious deference: 
arid that he fliould have performed the"^ curc^ 
piiblicly in the fight of the people, and in a 
manner calculated to render the higheff hcv 
nbtf^ to To* gt-eat a man as the captain of the' 
hoft^^bf^the king of Syria. Naamah was! 
wroth ^ and went away^ and faid ; * Behold t 
thjc/ugbty hf^%bill Jurely come out to me]^ and 
Jidhd^and call^bn the name of the Lord bii^ 
God^iihdJH-ikt hii hand'hver the plat^e^ atid?^' 
c$^ fHh leperl Are not *Abana and Pharpaf^^ 
riifiir^ ofDama/cus; defter than all the wAtSH^' 
ofi'*J^ael'? M<^y I not wajkw tbem^ andW^ 
cltini P -So *he turnedy and went away in a rage^'- 
Happy Wks it for him that he had fome at^**' 
teodants of a'fpirit different from his bwm' 
They came near^ and faid unto^ him ; - Myfa-» 
ther^ if ^e prophet had bid thee do fome gfcdS^ 
thing ■: woulde/i thou not have done it f ' 
Jloixf much rather then^ when he faith ; 
W'ofh and be clean ?- Hefe was the language 
of reafon and kindneft. The language of ^ 
rcaiba .imaccompanied by kindnef» will often 
fail of making an impreffion. It hjwad^f^- 

fed 
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(tiO: on tlie under ftandiug, becau/e it touches 

not the heart. The language of kindne& 

unaflbciated with reafon will frequently be 

oiiable to perfuade : becaufe though it may 

pin upon the afiedions, it wants that which 

is neccilary to convince the judgeiftent. 

But let reafon and kindnefs be united in your 

difcpurfe; and feldom will even pride or 

prejudice find it eafy to refift. Thus it wa$ 

with Naaman. His pride and prejudices, 

yielded at once. He went forward lo the 

river Jordan ; dipped himfelf fevea times } 

and afcended out of the water perfe^ly healed 

of.hiB difeafe. He haftened back to the pro^ 

phet in the fervor of gratitude and piety. He 

itas eager to load £Ii{ha with coftly gifts: 

But £li(ha fought not by healing Naamaa 

to enrich himfelf. His objedl was to promote 

the glory of God. Urged again and agaia 

Viththe moil importunate earneftneis, he 

'^eipiily refufed to receive a reward. Naamaa 

^^v?ed his convidion that the God of Ifrael 

^^S ^\he God of all the earth : and foleranly 

Prqtefted that from that moment he renounced 

^Vie worihip of idols, and would adore the true 

^od alone. He returned into Syria com- 

t^lel^iy changed not in outward appearance 

^*icrely,,but In heart* 

Vol. L R II. I pro^ 
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II; I proceed to. explain- in fomc of il 
branches the^ inftruftion to be deduced fror 
the'hiftory of Naaman, 

I. The poWr -of the Deity is confpicu 
oufly exalted, whfea be '^iccOmplifhes Hi. 
gracious purpofes by means which are un- 
dervalued or defpifed. Naaman far a time 
would not bear the idea that a river in the 
land of Ifrael, a land which he beheld with 
fcom, aland which he probably had trampW 
down at the head of his . vidioriou.s hoft, 
could be the: iriftrmhent by which God would 
remove his -kpijofy. Does the New T^fta- 
meirit; fupply nb f.parallel ? Whqa.Chrift ap- 
fcaredjoii banth -to .fa v.e mankind by hia aton- 
ing death and biyAis.fan<a:ifying doctrine j all 
ihe wddd took ofFenxre at hifli. To the Jew5, 
ii«: wasv a> ftuwbUng-block ; to the Greeks^ 
ib.o-liihncfs. - T,he Jews expqdled their Re- 
deecaer to manifeft himfelf in worldly mag- 
nificence and grandeur J to place himfelf \% 
triumph on the throne of David in Jerufalem 
and to render the people of Ifrael the glor;; 
acid the dread-pf the whole earth. A SstVioi^ 
\5[ho was found in the humbleft rank of life 
who difclaimed all human dignity arid power 
jyyijiP Submitted. to be treated as a malefado^ 
to be put to death upon the crofs ; they wec^^ 
too proud and too ignorant to acknowledge 

7 - 
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h not this the Carpenter^ the/on of Mary ? Can 
%ny good thing come out of Nazareth [a) ? The 
Greeks had fixed their hearts on the oftentati- 
ous fubtleties which they denominated wifdom. 
They defpifed all dodtrines which were not 
diftinguilhed by intricate, refined, and difputa- 
tlous learning, and decorated with a parade of 
eloquence. Thefimple,purei,and holy gofpelof 
Chrift they regarded as unworthy of' the notice 
of informed and cultivated minds. Are humi- 
lity and difcernment univerfal among our- 
felves? Even in our own days, the divine 
authority of our crucified Lord is by many 
perf^^ns fcornfully decried : and the righteous 
iaftrudtions and commandments, which he 
delivered are reprefented by blind -and pre- 
sumptuous finners as poffeffing n&. pafrticular 
JHerit, and as in fome refpeSs hdrd, unrea- 
fonable, and pernicious. To fuch- {coffers 
^hat (hall be our reply ? We reply to .'them 
ti the words addrefled by Chrift to the un- 
believing Jews : Wifdom is jujiified of all her 
^hildren (^). They who underftand the Chrif- 
^ian plan of falvation, they perceive it to be 
tlie power of God and the wifdom of God. 

2. Obferve, fecondly , , that if there be any 
bleffing which you arc defirous of obtaining 

(/i)^Mark, vi. 3, John, i. 46. {}>) Luke, vii. 35. 
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from the hand of God, it muft be fought t 
'the manner which he enjoins. If you fed 
'but the fmalleft of his gifts; purfue the apr 
pointed track : turn not afide to the righ 
hand nor to the left. Would you atchiev< 
the greateft, eveq^falvation ? Seek it througl 
that channel which he has ordained, Yoi 
cannot attain it through any other. Tfii 
Jjnercy ^f God will be exercifed, the gf^c 
<)f Gdd ;will be beftowed, in his own method 
and III that ' only. * If you will not ac 
cept his bounty in the w^y and under th 
jqu^lifjcations which he propofes ; you neve 
will obtain it: Could ' not the Omnip6ter 
have removed the leprofy of Naaman by ra 
rious means ? iBIut the waters of Jordan wcr 
the inftrument which he thought fit to aj> 
point. If Naaman bad obftinately perfevei^c 
in refufing to maike ufe of them ; he nevea 
would have been healed- H^ might have 
bathed ia Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Da- 
mafcus of which he (b highly boaftcd : be 
might have confulted the moft.lkilful phyfi- 
cians : he might have applied the moft cele- 
brated remedies: he might have pradifeJ 
every method which his imagination couU 
devife for the recovery of his health : and all 
would have been entirely in vain. He woulcE 
have rediained a diflcmpered and a mififrabla 
5 • objed: 
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^H^ft, grievous to himfelf, and ofienfive to 
others : he would have gone down to his 
grave a leper as white as fnow. If you wi(h 
tobefaved; remember that you canbefaved 
.only through Ghrift. There, is falvarion in 
[10 othfr. And, if you would he favid 
through him ; remember that he will be no 
Saviour to you, unlefs through the grace of 
. God it be your conftant ftudy and endeavour 
to believe whajt he has commanded you to 
believe, and to pra<3ife what he has com- 
manded you to pradife. It is a very afBid- 
ing and a very alarming truth, that in moft 
Congregations there are many profefled Chrif- 
tians, who will not take Chriftiariity asthey 
djd it in t^e Scriptures. PuIFed njp with felf- 
^ighteoufnefs, or proudly confiding, in their 
Own imaginations and reafonings, they fliut 
^hcir eyes again ft tlie phuneft declarations t)f 
Jefus Chrift : and frame to themfelves fuch 
ideas of the divine method of falvation as the 
gofpel not only does not authorife, * biit pofi- 
tively contradids. Some men becoirie arro- 
gant and daring enough to think that they 
have but little occalion for the atoning blood 
and mediation of Chrift : that t.heir lives have 
been in the main fufficiently good: and that 
if God were not to admit them into \\\t 
gjloVies of heaven, their exclufion would 
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fcarcely be lefs than partiality and injuftice. 
Others, who have not fo far loft the fenfe of 
their own radical guilt and deep unworthinefs, 
take the gofpel piecemeal. They would be 
furprifed and offended, were any doubt ex* 
preffed as to their reverence of the Scriptures, 
But what is the method in which fuch a per- 
fon treats the Scriptures ? Some parts he per- 
ceives to accord with the opinions which hi 
has formed concerning the duties of religion 
Thofe he mentions with refpe£t. Other part 
he dlfcovers to be in a certain degree at va 
riance with his private fentiments and pre 
poffeffions. Of them he fpeaks with lefs re 
gard. " Thefe things," he remarks, " ma. 
*' prove thus, or they may not. It is a ver- 
*' doubtful matter. It is probable that v% 
*' mifunderftand the paffage ; and that tl: 
*' true meaning is very different from th^ 
*^ which is commonly affumed." But toward 
other paffages, which are abfolutely irreconci*^ 
lable with fome favourite prejudice of his own, 
he ufes no ceremony or moderation. " This 
*' pofition," he pronounces at once, ^* cannot 
" be. This precept is intolerable. To follow 
" this direction is impofiible : and to attempt 
*' to follow it would not only be ineffedual, 
" but would be to expofe myftif to continual 
" 4ifadvantages, mortificatioj;}, and ridicule. 

"It 
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^ ** It clearly was never intended that irt the 

" prefent ftate of the world we Ihould ob* 

" ferve thefe rules. At leaft it is very evi- 

" dent that we need not be at all ftrift as 

" to the obfervance of them." He proceeds 

in thq fame manner wifh refpe<fl to dodrines : 

and fiich as do not fatisfy his preconceptions, 

and coincide with his theories, he makes no 

fcruple of negleding, nor of explaining away, 

nor even of openly denying. Now one part of 

* the charader of agood man, as it is delineated 

^ the Scriptures, is to walk humbly with his 

God, Do fuch perfons walk humbly with 

their God ? Is not their condud the counter«i 

part of that of Naaman, .while "his mind waa 

enflaved by pride ? A part of the meafures ne- 

<^eflary for his cure he was willing to adopt. He 

did not hefitate to undertake a journeyeven as 

far as Samaria to the prophet. But when he was 

<Jireded to proceed to the river Jordan, and 

^^afhhimfelf in the ftream ; he immediately re- 

.belled. He thought thediredion unrcafonable, 

^bfurd, and degrading ;. and refuic^d to pay any 

^^gard to it. My brethren ! Beafiiired that the 

^ hole of the Scriptures is the word of God, 

^f it is your duty to obey one part, it is your 

^vaty to obey every part And thole perfons 

^^^ho prefumptuoufly take upon themfelves 

^^C) feparate thofe things which God has 
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jpinecji, tMj(etbsr.i Vl 4ct^h ;^jxj^ fejra frqm. 
the fac^eq writings ibjiie dQ^rineSj|tand foroe 
precepts, as proper Jtojie received, .^a'd tq re- 
je£t others as. unworthy pf God and not de- 
figned to be binding upon man j are ijgi th.e 
utmoft danger of finding themfelves. a{ the 
d?iy pf judgement as fatally difappointed of 
falvation, as Naaman would have found him-^ 
felf difappointed of a cure, if he had perle— 
yered in rcfufing to. depart and dip himfelf 
feven times in" Tordan. 

3, Receive inftruftion, in the ne:^! plajc^, 
from the unfeigned repentance^ aad pio^x^ 
gratitude of N^amap, Jie c$ime in .ha3tze 
from the nvqr, and prefeated himfelf .^^-mra 
the' prophpt. He openly acknowledgefl tU. jal 
there was no Got} but the » God of Ifra^l. 
He folemnly renpuoced thp idolatrofiSi wcspr- 
fbip to which he had been accuftomgd.j a^^vd 
declared that from ths^t moment he^ would 
adore the true God and Him only. .He w; Jio 
had fo lately regarded with conte,nipt all the 
waters of Canaan ; now .humbly requefted 
permiffion to carry back with him. ifitp bis 
own coi^ntry two mules' burthen of earth frptxi 
the land of IlVaeL that he micrht raife with i^ 
in Syria an altar to Jehovah. You have inhei;itS^Y 
a corrupt nature, infedted with a difgafe f^^ 

more loathfome, far mpre dangeroys, th^ ^ 
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ifeat oF Mianian J infeaed with W, tHcTer 
pfbfy of the heart. How ' may you be pre- 
ftrvcd from the mortal efFeSs of your ma- 
lady ?/ By one method only : by a method} 
anilogotis to that by which Naaman wis 
healed :' by flying for help to f!ie great pro^ 
phet of Ifrael^ Jefus Chrift the Lord. He 
has opened in his gofpel a fountain for the 
walhhig away of guilt. He haS;made aton^ 
meat for fm by the (he^cTuig of ^ his .owi\ 
blood. He promifes pardon to every, peni- 
.^1 tcnt.9 'He promifes to Ms followers .the aid 
ofalHufficient grace. He invjtest he exhorts 
yott to accept deliverance, to be pleafifed, t^ 
fee made -whole. Have yoii hitherto derpife'd 
the call? Naaman gave ear to the c6unfei of 
htjr^-fcrvlants. We are ourfdves yourfcnpar^tf 
fhf Jefus s fake. Now ihhi we are ambajTaaors 
jforCbtift^ as though God did befetih youy'b^ 
ftfT. ■ We pray you in CbriJTs Jltad ; b^ ye "r^e- 
^tnciled to God [c). Or do you jprofefs that 
yo'u havfc already liftened to your Saviour's 
^pice, and known the riches of his redeeming 
^^vt\ We befeech you then that ye receive not 
^he grace of God in vain [d). The change in 
^Jaaman was total. And vyhat faith the apof- 
tle ? If any man be in Chrifl^ he is a new 
creature. Old things are'paffcd away: behold 

\c) 2 Cor. IV. ;. V. 2c. (^/) 2 Cor, vi. i. ■ - 
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all things are become new {e). Art thou, like: 
Naaman, purified from unbelief, from pride^ 
from hardnefs of heart? Haft thou renounced, 
like Naamata, thy former idols ? Like Naa- 
man,^ haft thou dedicated ihyfelf to the living 
God ? Like Naaman, doft thou refpedl and 
love thofe objects, which heretofore thou 
contemnedft ; the commands of God, the 
ordinances of God, the altar of God, the 
fcrvants of God ? If thou w^ouldeft know thy 
real ftate, turn not away from fearching 
queftions. Does confcience conftrain thee to. 
filence ? Does thy heart fecretly delight in 
the purfuits of the old Adam ? This Syrian 
fhall rife up in the day of judgement and 
fhall condemn thee. The leprofy ftill 
clcaveth unto thee. Fly to the fountain of 
living waters^ the fountain that is opened for 
fn and unclcannefs^ the fountain that cometb 
forth of the houfe of the Lord (/) ; left thy 
leprofy cleave unto thee for ever. 

4. Finally, let Naaman admonifh you t^t:^ 
tendernefs of confcience. In this thing tlr 
Lord pardon thy fervant ; that when my majit^i^ 
goeth into the houfe of Rimmon to worjhi^ 
there ^ and be leaneth on my hand ^ and Il'bois^ 
myfelfin the houfe of Rimmon ] when. I boip^ 

. (e) 2 Cor. v^ 17. (/) Jcr. ii. 13. Joel, ill. 18^ 

Zech. xiii. i. 

dow^ ' 
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lo'tt?/? myftlfin the houfe of Rifum&n^ the Lord 
Wdon tbyferva72t in this thing. > . 

It is not a little fingular, that thefe words 
ofNaaman, which originated in a. fcrupulous 
dcfireto avoid every degree of offence againft 
3od, fhould have been interpreted into an 
application for a licenfe-to commit idolatry. 
i is ftill more extraordinary that the reply 
)f Elilha, Go in peace^ fhould have been rc- 
j^rded as an aCTent to fuch a requeft. As 
hough the Syrian convert, who in the prc- 
eding moment had folemnly declared that 
le knew that there was no God in all the 
arth but inlfrael; who had fpontaneoufly 
verred that he would thenceforth offer nei- 
ler burnt-offering nor facrifice unto other 
ods, but unto Jehovah alone ; would in- 
andy folicit permiflion to worfhip an idol ! 
»^s though the prophet of the Moft High 
''ould have been feduced from his allegiance 
y a worldly fear of dealing too flridtly with 
> recent and fo dignified a profelyte, to coun- 
Hance and fanition a crime which it was 
e obje£t of his life to oppofe {g) ! As 
ough he would not inftantly have replied : 
ly heart is not right in the fight of God. 

\:g) See in particular the I'ndignaiit boldnefs with which he 
.roved his own idolatrous fovereign. 2 Kings, iii. i. 3. 
.14. 

What 
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What fellow/hip Jiatb rtghteoufnefs ■ with nn^ 
righteoufnefs f What communfon balJk' lighB 
with darknefs ? What agreement hath' Via 
with idols ? Repent therefore of this thy wtcked^ 
nefs ; and pray to God^ if perhaps the thought 
of thine heart may be forgiven thee [h). Th^ 
commiflion of idolatry entered not into the 
imagination of Naaman or Eliftia. The oft 
fice which Naaman held in his own country 
required that at certain feafons'he fhould at- 
tend his matter to the Temple of the Syrian 
deity Rimmon. On thofe occafions the kinj 
leaned upon Naaman. This apparently trifling 
circumftance is recorded, we prefume, as ah 
explanation of the whole tranfadtlon. Hovir 
could the king bow down before his GoJi 
unlefs Naaman, on whom he leaned, fhoulc 
bend himfelf forward alfo ? But when Naa- 
man had difcontinued his former facrifice tc 
Rimmon, and to every other idol ; when he 
publickly profcfled another faith, the ex- 
clufive belief of another God ; when h* 
publickly ofFered'Up his facrifices to Jehoval 
bri the altar conftruded with the foil, whicf 
he had openly brought for that efpecial pur: 
pofe from the land of Ifrael : was it poffibi 
that the aft of his bending forward mereH 
in avowed accommodation to his maftet, wb" 

(^)A&, viii. 21^22.' 2Cor. vi. 14 — 16, 

lean^ 
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Aeatied upon him, could be deemed an ad: of 
homage to Rimmon, a participation in the 
. triffic of idolatry ? Naaman, however was 
not without apprehenfions that it might not 
I be lawful on any account, and under any cir- 
I cuBdftances, to adopt in the temple of an idol 
I pofture fimilar to that, which others em- 
ployed as a fign of reverence. And while 
|hc expreifed his hopes that the proceeding 
which he had defcribed would not be ofFen- 
five to God ; he cxprefled them with en- 
quiring foticitude, and with evident tokens 
w deference to the prophet's ^xpeded deter*- 
n^inatiom 

WbMfoever^ faith the apoftle, is not offaitby 

^hatfoever is performed without a full per- 

fbafibn of its lawfulnefs, is Jin (/). If you 

Ate duly fplicitous to preferve a confcience 

Void of offence towards God and towards 

niatt ; you will turn an inquifitive eye on 

yoyr general eondud, and efpecially on thofe 

Pahs of your proceedings which may bear 

*He appearance of evi^ The felf-righteous 

*^1 no fcruples : the carelefs examine none, 

^^e former have no diffidence j the latter nO 

%Hrk of inveftigation. But the man of 

'ilie truly Ghriftian temper is the man who 

fiarctb always^ the man who, becaufe he 

(1) Rpm* XIV. 23. 

feareth 
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feareth always, in the word of God is pro- ^ 
nounced happy [j) : the man whOj-^beeaiife 
he feareth always the corruption of his own 
heart and the deceitfulnefs of fin, fcrutinifes 
his motives, his tempers,' his adlions, his ob- 
jects : is fufpicious of being biaffcd in his 
judgement of right and wrong by prepofTef- 
fions, by inclination, -by cuftom,.by intereft, 
by a defire to pleafe men, by erroneous ex- 
pedations of forwarding the glory of God: 
and being forewarned by the • remembrance 
of pad incautioufnefs;,: of paft miftakes, 
of paft tranfgreifions, proceeds not with 
carelefs precipitation, decides not according 
to firft appearances, but ftridly examines 
his purpofes on every fide, weighs thfm 
in the balance of the fanftuary, meafures 
.them by the ftandard of rightequfnefo, 
notes every defed:, every : aberration ; and 
changes'^his plans and defifts from his under- 
takings, when be can no longer lay his hand 
on his bofom, and affirm according to the 
^complete import of the apoftolical injunction ; 
V In my mind, O Lord, I am fully perfuaded 
** of their reditude (i).'* Such, in propor- 
tion to the degree of knowledge attained by 
a convert juft emerging from idolatry, wa^ 
the fpirit of Naaman* Thou, who haft 

{j) Prov. xxviii. 14. (k) Rom. xiv. 5. 

beea 
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been nurfed up from thy cradle in the arms of 
Ghriftanity ! . Is not. fuch thy fpirit ? Then 
fliall this Syrian rife up in the day of judge- 
ment, and (hall condemn thee* Tbey Jball 
come from the J^afl and from the Wxji^ and from 
the North and from the Souths and f jail ft 
dozvn in the kingdom of God. But the children 
of the kingdofn fhall be cafl info outer dark^ 
nefs (/). There are thofe, faith the Scripture, 
whbfe confciences are evil [m). There are 
thofe, whofe confciences are defiled [n\ There 
are thofe, whofe confciences zx^ feared with a 
hot iron [p\ What is the firft ftep towards 
a confcience that is evil, a' conference that is 
defiled, a confcience that is feared ? A care-' 
lefs confcience. If through faith in Chri/i thou 
nvilt enter i?ito life^ keep the commandments (^). 
If thou wilt keep the command irentsi txercife 
thyfelf/(? have always a confidence void of of-- 
fence [q). Exercifc thy confcience in a fcrupu-- 
lous inveftigation of duty ; train it to a quick 
perception and a lively abhorrence of guilt ; if 
thou wouldeft walk in all the comma?idtnents 
and ordinancerofi the Lord blamelefis (r)« 

(/) Matt. viii. IT. Luk , xiii. 29. {m) Hebr. x. 22.' 

<«) Tit. i. 15. [0) i Tinl. iv. 2. \p) Matt. xix. 17, 

(y) A£ls, X3s:iv. .16. (r) Luke, 1. 6. 
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«ir rj^ ar 7w/ rtgot itona^ 1 jam HofTt 

'^-'Ht&aaiP. ■:■■ = ■ - •" ■ '» •■■ • '• ■••^* J*^ »;j*9n 

CUCtJBSS^is notthe^ew^a oTiaa^Miff 
V. altftfr.:iirtd dtotory efforts.-' IVB^ W 
ftiftdtt dkited, we lofe fight bf ddr^ &fe]e2?; 
Wh(eh exei^dn is interrupfetf, we recede from) * 
kV.-k fe the part of-sdfdoiri to fe!eaP^firt8^£ 

ttot wjiwh is the moft W6hliy^6f rb^J %5 
held it^flfedfaftly ki vleW; to cherifh thd irii^ 
■ iSrefff^ «Jf it^t'xcdlcnce^; tO facrtfia5?a TP^il 
itt^fior gl^tificAibhs ; to futfue a''^fi?Mfi:r 
ifcfl,%vith- aTd^drj- Wllh •imaiaSiig'^^ 



Be M c/&ift)le ytni tb ^dbqtte^ VfWy ^ 

Bej^iM ciii^youtftlf y6ti^ate uridbni fot'evcH 
to'^Sief t^at tnift in the ItlBtf Hfgli (haniiot 
l<^|ii)MbuAded; * ^''^^ /' ': 

•2A3ji Set the Lord before you ^'fmr^o'v^ 
jfiS^A^ndjQwr Judge. He has ilati&ed^^qj| 
tl^pdu^eaitb that you may.pciform hHigoo^ 
fSaakti^t J that you miy ,be put to thtj pfBdf 
^e*tt- through his offered; grke y^^^ 
UB&p hJi cdmioaandments df n^. tid h^ re^ 
*^d^to jrou his righteous 'liw^ ^IBd'^e re^ 
^(ttrcs'you-to. love and obey- tU^^.^" .Il^^hal 
|0aeed the Bible in your fiandb, that' you hia^ 
^bflfefe a rcGDrdeddeclaratioflof hts'^t^^^^ 
IMg appointed two facramenrs, ^hy oiie "pt* 
iiyltioh ytni are dedicated to his name ; by t^0 
ollfer you are taught habitually to bear ift 
tnfifid your redemption through JefusClhrifl; 
{dtf Son* He has enjoined you to give dili- 
gent attendance on public worfhip, that ydu 
niay unite with your fellowvChrilliahs id 
^nrjrers, praifes, and thankfgivings j that yoii 
may reverently liftdn to his holy word j thkt 
fea may thus have the mercies which joii 
%»»c received, the bleilings of which yoii 
ftand in need, and the duties which you are' 
^fulfil) perpetually brought' to yoiir^remenri^ 
bi^n«e* He has feri^amed you^th^at a day U 
- tr"^ approach-* 
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right hand as his guardian and friend : that 
Qod gave him. full ^flur^uace that he fhould l3X)t 
bfc moved. * 

I. Let U8, in the firft place, enquire what 
it is to fet God always before U8. 
^ Reprefent to yourfelf the proceedings of 
men^ who have propofed to i^hemfelves ^i* 
their main purfuit the pofleffion of feme 
worldly atjcainment. Obferve \n what m^npef 
they fct their objed, be it what it may, al- 
ways before their eyes. Contemplate tl^e vp*i 
t^ry: of fci$nce. Behold him abforbed in )ar: 
borious refearches; in the inveftigat>oft:;pf 
caufes and effeds ; in the Ci)riftrufl;ion "vof 
theories, and the explanation of the phencK' 
rnena of nature. Behold him day after day 
bending all the powers of His mind to. the 
invention and application of mechanifm j to 
the arrangement and fuperintendence'of ex-^ 
periments ; to the developement and ijluftrs^-^^ 
tion of philofophical truth. At hpn^e and 
abroad ; in cities and in the fields^ in folir 
tude an^j'in fociety ; behold him .fteadi^y 
hearing in mind the objeft, to which }ie. has - 
dedicated, hia- life. Survey the votaxy .of^aiOi— ^ 
bUiotr. •^B^hold^ftvery.nervp, every facpljty^ 
^pgn.the ftfetchjtQ.jfuj^plant itoundern^ia? ok^:, 
tQ: furp2^fi':feii:ttyal^'iand to^atc^in.lhe dizzj^'.; 



ie fiilL It is He who ihai^ccnferreRl'Jfilfec'tft 
on :your. induftiy and cxertiong; ' lipU-Iffe 
wbo haS'Tai^d you up friends. It h H^A^d 
has given you caufe to rejoice in yowr rela^- 
tk>n8 and in your children. It is He^ otkf 
who can beftow upon you farther merciea in 
Edition to the bleffings which He. may per* 
iilit:you to retain^ or in the place of . thoft 
vlucb His. wifdiom may take away. B« 
^cateful then for every marJc.trf His loving- 
kind nefs with which you havi9 been favoured. 
Give daily ptoof that yon are fmcerely and 
waormly thankful for Htshounties by poflefl^ 
mg them with an humble heart ; and by 
clwerfuUy employing a large portion of them 
for the good of your felldw-creatures. Why 
dofi tbou glory? Who' mahetb thee tcjifftr 
from another f Freely thoU hajl recei\)ed^: 
freely give^ Remember the words of the Lord 
^^efits ; howHefaidj It is more blejfed to give 
than to receive (r). 

- But you are encompaflcd by adverfity and 
afHi£tion. Your comforts are curtailed : your 
diligence fails of its reward. Sicknefs preys 
npon your ftrength. The ftroke of death 
deprives you of near kindred, and even of 
your offspring. Fix your eyes on the Lord 
your God. Remember that no afHidtion 

(^) 1 Cor, iv. 7. Matt. 3^. 15. A^s, xx. 35.' 

over- 



a6o Oh habitual RcmemBrance ofGdi. 

IT. tet tis', in tfre next place, inveftigate tlicf 
diftindeharaiaersytindiei' wMctrit w oirf duff 
to 'fet^the Lord our God before us. 
. I. In reffeifting on the different chairaflterey 
linder which we may regard the DeSty aS 
Biviaig manifefted hintfelf towards man ; thcf 
firft which namralty ftrikea the mind ii^ tHaff 
of Crcatoh He made iis and aR the ^Wnoridv 
There was a period when this earth* was 'it6t 
in cxiftence ; when there was neit^er^ ftifi 
w>r moon nor^flar J when neither inanKftfli 
nor any of th« inumcra51e tribes of Kvlti^ 
creatiuw, which have inhabited and ftill it^ 
habit this world, were m being. Cod, in biir 
unbounded goodnefs, determined to create all 
thefe things. He caMed the earth into being, aftd 
feparated the land from the feas. Hefaid, lAt 
there be light \ and there was light rand ht mader. 
tlie returns of morning and evening to praifcs 
him. He created and placed upon the eartt^a 
a countlcfe variety of animals^ ta dwell Dfcr 
the land, in the air, and in tlie waters, ' an «d 
to poffefs the happinefs which he bad macic 
all, each according to its .nature^ capable of 
enjoyingr And laft of all he crated msLat 
Qn man he conferred dominion orer allptlicr 
living creatures. On man Ixe^ ftiftwercd dovvn 
a fuperior meafure of underftanding, Vliihm . 
man he implanted' the light of confciericd^ 
And to crown every -otber gift with one ftill 
9 greater^ 
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!gitiater^ td man alone be uufplde^ the pfof^ 
pe£k. of a gloriona immortalUy. ;.....-. 

If then yon deem life a bleffing, .reaacmbcr 

Hina who beftowed it. ^ ^Remember that it 

was the Lord God Almighty wlip formed 

ypa from the dufl of the ground, and breathedi 

ioto your nofltrils the breach of Ule, io that 

«^roa became a living ^ooL. J^emember that 

your Creator formed , you ^ of 'his own ' free 

will, -of hi$ own unbooaded mbrcy-: -not b&« 

4mi& lie needed your ^xifience ; but In order 

tadiipiay the riches^ htsgoodmeCf^ to render 

]^n happy hiere^ to train you up 'for^blcjl^^ 

Qefs hereafter. Set the Lord; your Create:^ 

jkefbre you. Remember the wonders which 

?he has wrought for you in bringing you into 

the prefent fcene of exiftence, and inviting 

2)rou to look forward to a better. come a9td 

iBDorJhip^ and bow down and kneel before the 

jjord your Maker [b). From the gracious 

Author of your ^xiflence withhold not the 

poor tribute of gratitude and love. 

2^ In the next place, when you contemplate 

-yourfelf as an inhabitant of the earth, and 

turn your thoughts to the Supreme Being ; 

y9u cannot fail to recognife Him as yotu: 

Tfeferver. To what caufe is it owing that 

]^a. ace at this moment alive ? T6 what caufe 



!$< it owing that you have : efeaped the iorni^ 
xnerable fnares of death,, b)^ Mrbich you have 
tKHuinuaHyib^n encompaflcd ? . To vrhat 
l(}a!}j5^ is it Qiving that you have notbeea af^ 
fii&ed WifS^k feveret fickneflEes } tfajat ytia dp. 
iSK)t labour, qfcda heayiejfj ivsk^ ojitpFef nmo©^ 
ipf^ ^firmiti^; that yoy have notdri^ 
najOre fri^«f«tttjr and Jnorc deeply of. the fiiji 
oCrdiftrcfe B::3r<i«thc pwftfving mtwrcy of Gods 
Hflyvr^JDiaQrp'rfictibns^ :i^^ icooftitution^suid 
gaasradifblDd qfvhealthwen iaihuxaan^«itiixuui 
tkteJtt Icaft'-a&f&rm zi youc'owxv balreijraa 
iie2)fikitdaei|taway to.thegr^vel How ihaay 
iiasire/ycii: %]i kid onithfiL':bed of Hagecing 
dec^y, .mlaim^>ind <;F)ppIeil by aocidenti} 
oy;.redtw?ejJilp:;uiifery by Jdfieiand mislbr-t 
funea^l :)Mho Ijdd guarded you undsc fitmr 
bur dangdfts, . and laved you . from , finsL* 
Ut cftlaniitie&? God yout Prefer ver. .'" What 
claim had you to this compaffion and good-*— 
9ef^:at hid hand ? H^Vie you performed^ 
greater deeds, iti the fervice of God thaoH 
othera? Have you difpla.yed;:a more livel^i^ 
Idth? Have you mani&fted a more deir0iiB= 
and.2K)Iy Ufe I Have, you furpgffed the reis 
of the vi'XttM in kindnefe to your ielloEiir~^ 
creatures ? You fix your eyes on tho eartbr^ 
and confefs that you advance notany.ple^ 
of fuperiority. Remember theti that to the 
3 loving 



UtijfHlly: barren ftill ? Or, if hitherto, pro- 
lj»£tive,:idqft thou now at Iwigth refufe to 
ii^y 'God, the » tribute, which his. nurturing 
^IMce ,^v,ea y^t enables thee to GJBTer ? Re* 
Jnember the Lord, thy rock; and the High 
ifodi ^tbyji&edeemer• Let it fuffice that 
ifru^ ,<feitidl^ kfelf with diftant profpe^^s* 
^Jtou .art^.abQUt to put ofF thy tabernacle : the 
Jgd^ (rfthy depai^tpre IS at hand. The night 
lonietl^;; narotk, while it ' is; called to-day. 
S^cithe. g»v4'is no repentance : feek mercy 
0«;lrile.yat:it may be found* 
'*' i*clofprthefe illuftrations in reminding you 
liatto fet the Lord conftantly before you is no 
e^ your duty while you are following the 
feiily bulinefsof your ftation, than while you are 
^j^xpLoycdin public worQup, in private prayer, 
>rria any other fpecial ad of religion. Your 
whole life is to be one continued aft of reli- 
>ioti« Whatfoever yoU doj do all to the glory 
of pod ^ that God may in 4ill things be glorified 
through Jtfus^ Cbrifi [g)i Thus if you are 
epgaged in a mercantile: tranfadion ; refle(9: 
tkftLGodfcesycttir proceedings, and the train 
of ^thought which pafles in your heart. He' 
fees whether you demand an unreafonaEle 
profit. He fees whether y-ou are defirous of 
impofing on the other party. '" He fees whe^ 

(/)lCor. X 31. I Pet* iv. II. 

. -.. * ther 



Icnew th?f Jix^f had d^n^jjajg^ ^j^qij J|f4 99 
|)aw(ei| to ayen hiR.,yei?ge^nc^ ^J^^fg:M 
J^1J|S%, , You S0ul4 not >j^q^J9,jpiife gxS^§ 
fin;gW ^fy.jJW^iqcd by Cwi^.f^fEw , 

iiim. But his free mercy hag p^^|^i^£^ 
you the m^an^ of deUyewncp, pf^lprg^cgjefii 

oFieftoratioa to the inlj«rit»nqe..pCfte=?^^ 
God foloyed th^ world, that he fe^, his ^9^1 
£to(i J^jf^s Chrift.to jedeem it, by 4lfia^iq| 
^ton^i»ent for the fins of mankiAd ug^fCL^t^ 

j^iye. pard9S^ jandi^ peace. , Believe iPvl^ 
?is your Sayioujr, jiijl ijuly reppnt.of,jRq^ 
fins. So ihall thq punilhment which. y^ 
haye dcf<?rvfed b^ turned away, fpr Jthej^ 
.of the fufierings an^^ paerits of Jefu§ Chii^ 
|s[<9i;^ is this the whole <r^tent of hij|. xsfir^f~~ 
lie who In his unbounded con^paflipO: 'topics 
^er^pok to become a facrifice in your ikaf|^ 
He 'who now intercedes for you ;¥i|^ t^^ 
4giit^h^nd of Cod ; has purchafedfor yo)^^ 
the iani^f^ing influence, of the Holy Sph— 
pt. Though you are proue to /eyil^rfl«s 
unable of yourfelf to withftand tj%x^p^H>ik_^ 
t(he Spirit of God is ready to £^f3Qg$^MK ff^^ 
fqpport you. .Though you have tpj (jiitnt^t 
4gainfl the malice and the f^^HP^ the df^^ 
and his angels iypt, if .with ftnceyity ai»d/er> 



MJilg!^^^if^ <7r^<«VVA?»-/« ,/^^T^«eAf,^« 

^»b ^rir f ni^-ZB. nv oh- 'r-.-i.'ij -v-ir- (.;.;; ,-. '. 
9^«59kci9rfxnir --^attentSsn tb the^recdm* 
lie jjfet hofe jn •wrhc "fet ^&'i3i$)rd:»k^ays-be-^ 

irchltWiild rpj^ ijf ©iVid»'%i9^i%RfW 
sfed-'«fri«Jl1he ^0leai6ij\5f «Sf GfeilP'-'TR4 

dfeib^onite^as .rewai-d: ^t Thif' Ci%)tt,W'^hl 
f^<S before his «ye6, *th^ Et3¥d'Ms"R<Ji 
tiiet «whdiin he''feHe8'^Kh fifeglpfiers bf 
iw; l/^rill (helter hittt from*etil,= wifl'Ycfcu« 
ff firdirt danger; Mnfl''croi<^n him" ^ilJli 
i!flBi^,--^Ul makfe alK things worfc togethfet 
\yWR for go'bd in the end. Becdiife he 
Wfif^is love Hipon me^ therefore will t 
'm^imy'T'uAltfet him on high, becdttfe 
^'ikitbitnt)'ioo'ttm^ nanie. He Jhall call upon 
?;<■ 'hhct^'imi 'Bfwer hhti; Tmltbewith 



approaGtdng^ wfaeiv ihii earth? mdiall-tfaatft 
oontdns ihall bedsftroy^d;' .tf HHfi'thfoAcd'ffi 
the olonds^ of hoavem and etniifc^kfd by^tin^it 
koftsfi Chrift ihaHL Tetunr/ta fatAmo^' -fllb 
living and the dead to judgeiMiiliJ^'tH4$»bib 
afoatHinced. to. you the feiitenci wbidi 'iar^aits 
yoiz iagainft that^drbudful da^, "Uo^^iidlA^Ilr m 
you fiidl.tsre fbtmd lin the nuttfbdbiof fhaft 
'Who ba^re acx^ted the gofpel' atid tl^f^k^ 
it' frofKD the heart }^i>r among :<|hofci>v^bdJhii?e 
conttmiedobftimt(^ly or csiMlefsif ift.fia. rHl! 
bas ap|)rifed you that your iftatt will ihtn 
be fixdd iu happtnefiPOr'in msr(ni{rwfor ieimpi 
that you "mil bd ekalted iittd^'^^ttid^^ifitll 
gl6ry and happinefs t^bich iliidt fle^er&dt 
a*rayj df be caft ifitW hell, th^ffifon* «f 
«p6ftate fpirifs, into the Fake of firC' which' & 
the fecbild death. ■ t xr '^^^-^ 

HI/ Sufier me to-aiuftrate by fbnic exatt^ 
pies the duliy of fetting Almighty ^ddaiways^^ 
at all time&, ind ilnaei" alt circmnftanccs, 1 
forcydu, .:•'..:.. ..^- , .. - 

■ Be- it fnp^dfcd that 70U are jrro^rirt 
Your pf ofpetfky ydu owe to Grbd.' It- i*' ^€ 
Him, and to Hitti only, that you are to lo^^ 
for the continuance of the Whole aiid'of^Mfcr^ 
part of your happinefs. it is He who h «* 
filled your cijp with bleffings, andi*ho keej^ 



. On habitual Rememhramt of Cod. % 75 

lood the promifes are fubftantially e35tende4 
) every individual arnong his faithful fol- 
iwers. The true Chriftian, like his Matter, 
luft fuffer : but, like his Mafter, he looks to 
^od, and is fupported. His body muft fee 
irruption. The child of Atiatn, muft bear 
c FulLpenalty of temporal death. He mHft 
turn unto the duft from whence hie ys^^ 
ken. He fliall fay to corruption^ Thou art 
V father : to the worm^ Thou art my mother 
d my ftjier [jii). Yet his heart is glad and 
s glory rejoiceth : his flefli alfo (hall reft in 
>pe. For though worms dejlroy this body ; 
f in his flejhfhall he fee God. For this cor^ 
ptible fdall put on incorruption ; this mortal 
ill put on immortality [n). He ftiall behold 
5 path of life. He fliall hear the voice of 
% Redeemer; " Becaufe I live, thou flialt 
live alfo ((?)/' He floall meet the Lord in 
f air. He fliall afcend to the prcfence of 
Dd. He fliall ftand before the Moft High 
[lified and accepted in the righteoufnefs of 
irift. He fliall enter into blifs ; into blifs 
It fadeth not away ; the blifs of angels, to 
bom be is made equal ; the blifs of the chiU 
zn of God in the light of the glory of Cod 
d of the Lamb [p). He fliall be. with 

Job, xvli. 14. («) Job, xix. 26. i Cor. xv. 53. 
) John, xiv. 19. (/>) Luke, xx. 36. Rev. xxi. 23. 

T 2 Chrift 



§SS Ok BdtitniJ Rtmemiirakce of-Godi 

lOf^eitakeB^you ivitfaQtit His ^ermifikm. ^Re^ 
iKITmtyei^ ihdt thccrcnt;^ which yon -now deem 
gi^}S£i9^tfy mafliereafter prove to have beeft 
moft ^dhducive to your eternal intcrefts. Ke-^ 
flftiemfeiar'that diftrefs and forrow are mercifully 
fcift^b^'youf Heavenly Father as chaflifeitticm 
fer^^oor good in the end. You are by'tti; 
i\iif&W^c&^& to dote on the pfcfentw-oridf 
afef HtcP'think little of that which-, wtiethef yint 
think of it or not, is aiTuredly to come. If driM 
^iytlaot jileaKd continually to atfmotiifli you 
tby diS^flfe.and difeppointments, by infirmM^ 
iSr^bfcdy 'arid Anxieties "of mind, that kerc ydi j 
iiiB ^Aof ' lohg to remain, riiai^ oh 'earth trb 
^urible liajpipiiiefs is to be enjoyed r yo& 
ihrotttd dfi&iifs tht next life from your 
lAb^tits; ^^ou wbnid'fdrget to work otit 
/your falvatfph with fear and trembling; yot». 
■Would Aiake no ferious and habitu^ prefJah^ 
ttbn fir your appearance before your Jtfdg£=^ 
Confider, what numbers there are; who, it= 
contempt of all thefe warnings, fet their hearths 
upon 'the prefent world, and negledt and dfi^ 
ijpife their God; Confider whether, not with^ 
landing all thefe warnings, yoifare not youcrr- 
^df negleding or defpifmg Him. Think the :» 
"to what excefles of careleffnefs and prefump^- 
tibn you would probably have been carriec:?, 
if fuch warnings had not been commiilioneci 



petpetuallj to remind you -of youjr^^^itfyv 
5e^ your ttibulation, wbaceirer ii be^ pati.*at:J|ff 
IU]oice,in it as the appOmtment of :t)i£r,>^i^^ 
dom and. the ir^rcy of God. Rgpic^j^^ 
^ a ieSon of faith and righteoufaeft.^fi^ 
true holinefs. Are your fuSeriogs and your 
ajQQUiaions great ? How little in comparifQacff 
ypivr.iins ! Glorify the Lord yo«r Re4l9en»frf 
l^k^tip. |o Him, truft in Him^ aadjbe coojfe 



i;^Yqu are flonrifhing in the is^igour of youtb* 
^ftlj^ the tree withhold fromithe planter i^ 
ppjnc of its fruit? When wilt thou ferr^ 
l^y God, if not now ? Dtoft thou count iosi 
jje^s to come, thou who art a padding fha^QW; 
a dew-drop of the morning, a flame whi<;h 
m^iDjftant may extinguifh? Ibavtjwftbf 
ypung man in gnat power ^ ^^d Jprii^difpg 
haa^lf Me a green . baj- tree. Yet , jbe pa£k4 
jf^ifiijft ^ndloj be was not: yea I fpugbt bk»^ 
kut be ^ouldjiot be found [d]* Doft thou;poft- 
^pCPie. the remembrance of thy Creator unto 
^ l^li^U days d[ old age ? Hear then the Ian- 
^f^ge of tjiy thoughts* ' " O God ! I iovc 
!; Thqft not. Power I love : riches I love : 
" ple;afure I love* To. thefe obj«asI hspvp 
**!4«votcd my heart ; to thefe 1 wpwld -wil- 
X Miogly dedicate, my whole life. Biit ^n thai 

{h^w. "refo- 



ffpjfQ On babkuat RememBr^nce of God* 

** refolution I dare not-vcnture. Though I 
V Ipve Thee «tot ; I^m afraid of Thee. 1 
" will therefore take a middle path. The 
" noon of life I. give to my darling purfuitti 
" And when declining years Aali have 
*' ftrij^d indulgence of its relifli ; I wilt 
** aflign a portion of my time to The^^* 
Poft thou recoil from fuch bafenefs f Doft 
thou tremble at fuch ingratitude ? Set l£e 
Lord thy God before thee. Honour Hifli 
with His own gifts. Cdnfccrate to Him'thj^" 
prefeot ftrength* Confecratc to Him tlid 
beft of thy ftrength* Confecrate to Him the 
whole of thy ftrengfh. Be thou lih a green 
oliv^^ree in the houfe of God^ that bringeih 
forth its fruit in itsfcafon {e)* 

But age has already ftamped its cfaar«^efrf 
upon thee. Does the ^cicnt tree count 0% 
length of years ? Docs it refafe to its owner 
the fcanty produce, which it ftifl has energyf 
to fupply ? Its fummit is bare : its brancheip 
lure faplefs : itsr trunk is hollow : its rootB ars 
decayed. The earlieft blaft may lay it low*; 
Even fooner, it may periflii by the f6nte;[ice-3 
Cut it down. Why cumberetb it the ground {/) - 
Planted in the Chriflian church, the gardetJi 
of God, haft thou been: wilfully barren dur- 
ing the fulnefs of tliy rigour ; and art tholi 

{e) Pf. Hi. 8. i. 3. (/) Luke, xiii. 7* 

wilfully 



\\\y- barren , ftill ? Or, if hitherto, prCK 
tive,.:,doft thou now at length refufe to 
-Qocl, the I tribute, which his. nurturing 
re.teven yet enables thee to GJBTer ? Re-* 
i>ber the Lord, thy rock:j and the High 
%y .thy.iRedcemen . Let it fuffice that 
^ ;ddutkp kfelf with diftant profpeds. 
m .art^-about to put off thy tabernacle: the 
B (rfthy^departpfe^ IS at hand. The night 
^etl^ :- work, while if is called to-day. 
he- g»wis "no repentance : feek mercy 
Uc.yetiit may be foutKl. 
idofpr^thefe illuftrations in reminding you 
:to fet the Lord conftantly before you is no 
your duty while you are following the 
y bulinefsof your ftation, than while you are 
ployedin public worQup, in private prayer, 
a any other fpecial adt of religion. Your 
pie life is to be one continued aft of reli- 
Tu Whatfoever yoti doj do all to the glory 
Ifod^ that God may in /ill things be glorified 
mgb Jtfus' Cbrijl {g^^ Thus if you are 
;^ged in a. mercantile: tranfadion ; yefleft 
LGodfcesycttir proceedings, and the train 
thought. which pafles in your heart* He' 
\ jwhether you demand an unreafonable 
>fit. He fees whether, you are defircms of 
pofing on the other party, " He ft^ whe-^ 

(g) I Cor. X 31. 1 Pet- IV. ii. 

• ther 
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ther ytm take piins to coadud joiit^f Cff« 
wards the perfon with whom you are deit* ' 
ing, not only with fairnefs and modexmttei^ 
but alfo with kindnefs* All thefe dungs Br 
fees, and marks them down againft the day of 
judgement. If you have corenanted to Cl^ 
cute a piece of work for an employer} eoa* 
fider that the eye of God is fixed apon yooi 
He obferves whether you perform your na- 
dertaking, whatever it be, carefuUj sod 
effe&ually, as you would adl under fimfltt 
drcumftances for yourfelf/ He obienres whe* 
ther you honeftly confign to your employer's 
Service all the time for which he pays you: 
or whether you defraud him, when you pre* 
fume that you (hall cfcape difcovery, bf 
wafting part of it in idlenefs, or by expending^ 
it on bufinefs of your own. Thefe things h^ 
obferves ; and marks them down i^ainft th^ 
great day. If you are cultivating your farm S 
if you are felling your articles in the mar- 
ket or in a fliop ; if you arc ferving a vaoAct 
in your daily labour ; if you are managing 
the concerns of your friend or bf y%ur couil^ 
try : remember that God is contemplating all 
your motives, all y6ur thoughts, all your j 
words, all your a£tions ; and that for all your 
motives and thoughts and words and a£kions 
you will have to render an account at the 

judge- 



lo T[*b fii? f rtr«it:s a-^ ot 'r^.-siij -v-.^jv t ,.;; ,• •■'. 
•^jSToySkcsSrytnir -r^attctntSxm tb the':Tecom^ 

liter IriMlcdal r^^ l$f mS/\^^-^k»^r€(iSrSl 

UddfcfcUBWiteias .rfewai-d; •'i Thif C%tt.\^'"^hi 
hi fl^ feiefAre his «ye^^ tbd £t3¥di|^s"Re^ 
iMdttftff'iWhdMi he''felW ^mi fihglcfftefij bf 
lieSffC^ wat'fhelter hita from' ttilj wffl'Ycfcii;^ 
liftff' ftdm" 'danger; 's^rffl'crWn hirh't^itS 
*llBffl^,P^ll riiatfe 'a?r things worfctogeth^i 
fifiiy-Hfiff for ^o'od in the end. Becau/e lire 
im^^'^'is •lov'e' '^ilppn me, therefore will t 
Mm^4iWy''T'uAUfet hm on b'tgb, hecdttft 
W^t/^inMn^'niy na))ie: 'He Jloall call upon 
'm^ "kiet^WTiif^er^'hMi T wilt be with 

iih^'YfxiiAo:>. (0'SaH)(.;ii.-3Q.. (*>Joh?,'XiT.J3. 
-o^S^'"^' T him 
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him in trouble. I will deliver him and honott^ 
him. With long life will I fatisfy him^ arttf 

Jhew him myfalvation (/). 

In the pfalm from which the text is taken, 
no lefs clearly than in that which has re- 
cently been quoted, a greater than David 
prefents himfelf. / bavefet the Lordalwap 
before me. Becaufe he is on my right band^ 
I Jh all not be moved. Therefore my heart u 
glady and fny glory rejoiceth : Myflefh alfoJhoJl 
reft in hope. For thou wilt not leave my foid 
in hell: neither wilt thou fujfer thy holy One 
to fee corruption. Thou wilt fhew me the path 
of life. In thy prefence is fulnefs of joy : and 
at thy right hand are pleafures for evermore* 
In Jefus the Saviour, in the Son of God be- 
come man, in Him who alone was by nature 
without fm, in Him who alone was perfeft 
in obedience to the will of his Father ; thefe 
promifes received a literal accomplifliment. 
His Father fuftained Him in His anguifli. 
His foul fpeedily returned from the abode of 
departed fpirits. His body faw not corrupt 

- tion. He afcended, as man, to everlafting 
life, to the prefence of God, to unchangeable 
bleffednefs, to the Mediatorial throne of the 
Univerfe. But through the atonement of his 

(/) Pfalm xci. 14—16. 

bloo^ 
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\Aood thd promifes are fubftantially e35tende4 

to every individual arjiong his faithful fol- 

; lowers. The true Chriftian, like his Matter^ 

[ nmft fuffer : but, like his Mafter, he looks to 

God, and is fupported. His body muft fee 

corruption. The child of Atiatn, muft be»r 

the fulL penalty of temporal death. He nxHft 

return unto the duft from whence hie w^ 

taken. He fliall fay to corruption^ Thou ai^t 

ny father : to the worm^ Thou art my mother 

end my ftfier [m\ Yet his heart is glad and 

his glory rejoiceth : his flefli alfo (hall reft in 

hope. For though worms deflroy this body ; 

yet in his flefhjhall he fee God. For this cor^ 

niptible foall put on incorruption ; this mortal 

fhallput on immortality (//). He ftiall behold 

the path of life. He fliall hear the voice of 

his Redeemer; " Becaufe I live, thou flialt 

'' jive alfo {o)^ He [ball meet the Lord in 

the air. He fhall afcend to the prcfence of 

God. He ftiall ftand before the Moft High 

juftified and accepted in the righteoufnefs of 

Chrift. He ftiall enter into blifs ; into blifs 

that fadeth not away ; the blifs of angels, to 

^bom he is made equal ; the blifs of the chiU 

^rtn of God in the light of the glory of God 

nd of the Lamb [p). He ftiall be, with 

Iwn) Job, xvli. 14. («) Job, xix. 26. i Cor. xv. 53. 
Co) John, xiv. 19. if) Luke, xx. 36. Rev. xxi. 23. 

T 2 Chrift 
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Chrift, he (hall be for ever with the L< 
;ind behold his glory, and fee him as h( 
face to face, and be like unto him [q). 
hath overcome : and he fhall fit with CI 
on His throne, even as Chrift alfo overca; 
and is ^ fet down with His Father on ] 
throne^ He fbtall ireign with Chrift for e 
and ever (r). 

(g) John, xii.26. xvii» 24. i TheflT. iv. 17. i John, li 
} Cox. xiii. 15. (r) Rev. iii. 21. xxii. 5. 2 Tim. ii. iJ 



On the Charatler of Herod Ant tpas. 28jf 

jnay avenge himfelf on the wretch who def^ 
pifed his reproof and fhed his innocent blood, 
Jt is John^ he cries, whom I beheaded. He ?jr 
rifen from the dead: and therefore mighty 
^orks do Jhew forth themfelves in him I SucSj. 
?ire the terrors of a wounded cpnfcience ! 

II. Let me add fome obfervatibns, appli-i 
cable to your own cpndudl, which are fuggeft^ 
cd by the hiftory before us. 

I. In the firft place, allow not your- 
felf to be entrapped into fui by the fo- 
licitations and importunities' of . others, 
;iOt even of your friends and your 
peareft relations, flioul^ you be unhappy 
enough to perceive tempters among them. 
That you may eacounter a tempter in your 
qwn family, in your children, in the huf- 
band or the wife of your bofom, is not im- 
poflible. You will not be urged, it may be 
prefumed, to procure the imprifonment or the 
murder of another. But were tempters ever 
^t a lofs for grounds of temptation ? If you 
are in poverty; may they not impel you to 
pieliorate your condition by depredations on 
the property of a neighbour : to conceal from 
jhe owner that which you have found : <Jr to 
^excite pharity by exaggerated reprefentations 
of your diftrefs ? ^r^ y^u moving in a higher 

. . fphere? 
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'* arc wrought ?" This queftion was varioufly 
anfwered. Some affirmed our Lord to be the 
promifed Saviour. Others conceived that be 
was one of the ancient prophets returned 
to life. Others imagined that* he was 
a mcflenger of God like unto the pro- 
phets of old. But all men plainly difcerned 
that he exercifed powers out of the comnioa 
courfe of nature ; and that he muft have been 
fent'upon earth for fomevery interefting 
purpofe. Accounts of thefe fingular eventsr 
foon reached the palace of Herod Antipas {a\ 9 
and came fo frequently repeated, and ftn 
ftrongly confirmed, that it was impoffible no"^ 
to credit them. The king, however, con^-r 
eluded that the Jews were led aftray by er'- 
roneous conjedtures refpe<9:ing Jefus Chrift 
and felt aflured that he was himfelf able t^ 
pronounce who this extraordinary perfon wa^ 
// is Jobri^ {aid he, whom I beheaded. He ^ 
ftfenfrom the dead. 

Herod, in defiance of the Mofaic law;, ha. — 
contracted a marriage v^ith Herodias, th^ 
wife of his brother Philip, John the Baptid 
whom God had ordained to be a preacher err 
rightedufnefs, and had commifEoned to c^" 

(fl) He was fon to that Herod who is memorable for t^ - 
flaughter of Bethlehem ; and fucce/Tor to part of his done- ■ 
nions. 

cve^KT 
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ery man to repentance, was upright and re- 
lute in the difcharge of his duty ; and would 
It fuffer even his king to commit fo flagrant 
lin without rebuking him to his face. John 
uid not but foreknow the dangers, to which 
expofed himfelf by his plain-dealing. But 
difregarded them. He was folicitous to 
faithful to God : and feeling that folici- 
de, he felt no other. The event was fuch 
he had reafon to expedt. Herodias fet 
r heart upon vengeance. She perfuaded 
erod immediately to throw John into pri- 
n ; and exerted all her influence to procure 
I order for his death. For fome time her 
achinations Were fruitlefs^ The king would 
)t comply. He feared John^ knowing that 
was^ a juji and holy man : and even yet 
Duld lifteii gladly to his preaching, and 
Duld do many things which he defired. 
Lit he ftill detained the man of God in prifbn.' 
he artifices of that abandoned woman at 
Qgth prevailed. She founds convenient time. 
ler daughter pleafed Herod by dancing be- 
ire him on his birth-day : and the king hav- 
ig inadvertently promifed with an oath that 
J would befl:ow on the young woman what- 
er recompence flie fhould afk, fhe defired, 
confequence of having been prompted by 
T4 Tier 
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het mother, that the bead of John the Baps* 
tift might be delivered to her in a charger^ 
The king, though fhocked at the inicjuity and- 
fcandalauscruelty of thercqueft, was afhamed^ 
after his public declarations, to refufe it. He 
iflued orders to the executioner. The righte- 
ous man was put to death. Arid the daugh- 
ter of Herodias carried his head, bleediqg as it 
was, to her mother. 

Such is the furamary of this tranfaflion, 
I proceed to comment with due particula- 
rity on its prominent features : and purpofe 
afterwards to lay before you fome obferva- 
tions, which may affift you in applying the 
hiftory to your own improvement. 

I. Contemplate in the conduit of Herod 
and of his queen the natural progrefs of de- 
pravity. Look primarily to Herodias. She 
in the firft place married the brother of her 
former hufband, and while that hufband 
was alive. Qf fo flagrant a nature was this 
crimen that if we had heard nothing far- 
ther, even charity itfelf, which hopeth all 
things, could not have perfuaded itfelf that 
ihe had finned through ignorance. An4 
the remaifider of her hiftory precludes all 
palliation of her guilt. She is informed that 
a great prophet, John the Baptift, has pre- 

fented 
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fented himfelf before Herod ; and has charged 
him, as he values the mercy of God, to put 
her away. What efKsifi has this intelligence ? 
Does (he humble herifelf before her Maker? 
Does ihe bewail her fin in bitternefs of foul? 
Does {he inftantly feparate herfelf from He- 
rod ? From that moment fhe is determined 
on the deftrudion of the prophet; and con- 
tinues with Herod as before. 

What in the mean time is the condud of He- 
rod ? He defpifes the warning of John, and 
refufes to diflblve his unhallowed marriage, 
He yields to the malignant importunities of 
Herodias, feizes the holy man who has re- 
proved him, and fhuts him up in prifon. Yet 
hardened as he is, he has not arrived at that 
point in the fcale of depravity to which his 
guilty partner has attained. She hefitates at 
no crime ; fhe is lofl to all feeling, paft all 
cbmpundtion. Her heart is feared^ as St% 
Paul exprefles himfelf, njoith a red-hot iron. 
But Herod has ftill fome mifgivings of con- 
fcience left. There are yet fome crimes on 
which he is afraid to venture. Though he 
has imprifoned John, and well knows that he 
has imprifoned the prophet for fpeaking the 
truth and adhering to the path of duty ; he 
flirinks from the idea of killing him. One 
of the reafons which deters him from con- 

fenting 
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fenting to thje murder Is his fear left the pe^^^ 
pie of the land, who all beKeve John to b& a 
. prophet, fliould rife in arms to avenge his 
death (^). But it is evident that Herod has 
alfo fcruples of confcience which contribute 
to his reluctance. For^ he has long been 
thoroughly acquainted with the manner of' 
life and the condudl of John. He has beent 
accuftomed to frequent attendance on his/m-^ 
ftrudibns. He ftill liftens to them at time^- 

with gladnefs ; and in many refpeds regu 

lates his own proceedings in conformity to^ 
the exhortations of the prophet.. Sunk in^ 
fm, he trembles in the preience of holinefs— 
Enflaved to Satan, he reverences the fervan^" 
of God* " Let thy imprifonment," he whif-^ 
pers to himfelf, "let thy unjuft imprifon — 
*' ment fatisfy the queen. Thy blood (hal^ 
*' not be upon my head." 

The malice of Herodias is unabatecd- 
The king, it is true, has not yet confented t - 
her purpofe : but fhe does not defpair. Sbss 
has already proved herfelf ^ble to perfuac^S 
him to detain John in prifon ; and (he hop^^ 
by feizing fome favourable opportunity, «rc 
obtain a mandate for his execution. A {fa- 
vourable opportunity arrives ; and (he do ^^ 
not let it flip. In a moment of riotous feffc^ 5 

(3) Matt. xiv. 5. 
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vity 33erod promifes to grant her daughterV 
requeft even though it fhould amount, ac-^ 
. cording to his own figurative expreflion, tc? 
the half of his kingdom. The young wo-^ 
man retires to confult her mother. In her 
abfence behold Herod amufing himfelf witH 
conjedlures concerning the- nature of the re- 
compence which flie will prefer. " Will 
'* ftie demand a jewelled robe ? A fumptuous 
** palace ? The revenues of a city ? The go- 
*^ vernment of a province ?" He knows 
not what is pafling in the mind of Hero- 
dias. He knows not that vanity and 
pride and avarice and ambition have retired, 
^nd have relinquiflied the whole heart to re- 
venge. His fpeculations are interrupted by 
vtKe entrance of her daughter. Mirth and 
'curiofity fparkle in his eyes. She advances 
y^raigbttvay with hajle. All is filent. She 
requires the head of John the Baptift ! She 
Requires that it be produced without delay. 
She requires that it be delivered to her ia 
^ charger/ that her triother may glut herfelf 
"vvith the fpedacle. Hpw does Herod re- 
ceive the demand ? Does he aver that no pro- 
^^ife, no oathjCan bind him to do that yhich he 
lias no right to do, that which God has forbid- 
den, to commir murder ? Does he reje<3: the 
claim with abhorrence ? Docs he punifh 

thofe 
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thofe who urge it ? Herod, loves thepraife €^ 
men more than the praife of God. He is ex^ 
teeding forry when he hears the requeft of 
*he daughter of Herodias. But habits of fm 
have perverted his underftanding, clouded his 
confcience, undermined his ftedfaftneis, en- 
flaved him to falfe fhame* He is perplexed 
by indiftin£t fcruples, or pretends to be per- 
plexed by fcruples, refpedting his oath, Ht 
apprehends that his nobles will cenfure him if 
he departs from his word. He immediately 
^ commiffions the executioner to behead John 
in the prifon. 

Within no long time afterwards, Herod is 
apprifed of the wonderful adions of Jefus 
Chrift ; and of the different opinions which 
men entertain concerning him. His own 
opinion is fpe;edily formed. He concludes 
that John the Baptift is reftored to life. 
Whence is this conclufion ? Whence, but 
from the remembrance of his guilt, which 
haunts him night and day, and menaces him 
with the fure chaftifement of heaven ? Over- 
whelmed with terror and confternation, he 
-concludes that God has undertaken the caufe 
of his fervant ; that God has raifed the mur- 
dered prophet from the grave, and has fcnt 
him again upon earth armed with the power of 
working the moil ilupendous foiracksythat he 

may 
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jyiay avenge himfelf on the wretch who dcCr 
J>ifed his reproof and fhed his innocent blood, 
j^ is John^ he zxit^yivhom I beheaded. He'ts; 
^Jen from the dead: and therefore mighty 

^orks do Jhew forth themfelves in him ! SucSj. 

tare the terrors of a wounded cpnfcience ! 

II. Let me add fome obfervatibns, appli-i 
cable to your own cpndudl, which are fuggeft^ 
ed by the hiftory before us. 

I. In the firft place, allow not your- 
felf to be entrapped into fin by the fo- 
licitations and importunities' of . others, 
;fiot even of your friends and your 
peareft relations, fliould you be unhappy 
enough to perceive tempters among them. 
That you may eacounter a tempter in your 
own family, in your children, in the huf- 
tand or the wife of your bofom, is not im- 
poflible. You will not be urged, it may be 
prefumed, to procure the imprifonment or the 
Itnurder of another. But were tempters ever 
^t a lofs for grounds of temptation ? If you 
are in poverty ; may they not impel you to 
ineliorate your condition by depredations on 
the property of a neighbour : to conceal from 
jhe owner that which you have found : <Jr to 
^excite pharity by exaggerated reprefentations 
cf your diftrefs ? A^xc you moving in a higher 

. fphere? 
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fphere? May they' not enfnare you into cap^, 
tivity to ambition ? May they not mould yoxj 
into flaves of faftiion ? May they not tran/I 
form you into votaries of worldly praifei* 
May they not feduce you into the habit of 
fquandering in difTipation that facred talent, 
time, entrufted \o your charge; while negli- 
gent of the glory of God, and pradically care- 
lefs of falvation, you hufry and flutter acrofs 
the ftage of life, until death fuddenly Ihifts 
the fcene, and unveils the judgements of eter- 
nity ? And whether you occupy a lower or a 
higher ftation, may they not encourage you to 
over-reach an ignorant or a carelefs man in a 
contract ; to revenge yourfelf on fome per- 
fon who has offended you, or whom you « 
envy, by fpreading a flanderous tale to his«s 
difadvantage ;. to withhold reparation fronMi 
thofe whom you have wronged ; to furren — 
der your heart to things temporal ; to live nor - 
unto God and Chrift, but unto the world anc^ 
yourfelf? Stand prepared upon the watch- -i 
tower. Obey the Lord Omnipotent, no: — 
man. Refift the affaults of the devil, whatever 
i3e the inftruments which he empioys. Awa" 
With fear, with irrefolution, with falfe fliam—^ 
Be ftrong in the grace of Chrift. Fight tl^^^ 
good Jlght of faith. Let no man deceive yc^^ 
with vain words : follow not a midtitnde to ^^3?^ 



On the CbaraEter of Herod Antipas. 287 

t^iL: and be not xifhamed when it concernetb 
tbyfoidXc): 

2. Rementber, fecondly, that one fin na- 
turally leads to another : that, if you indulge 
in fihall offences, you will be carried head-, 
long into greater. You have drawn up the 
flood-gates : and who fhall pronounce where 
tbe torrent fhall be ftayed ? The whole of 
Kerod's guilt flowed from his unlawful mar- ^ 
riage. , Obferve him progreflively advancing 
tlirough additional degrees of iniquity. When 
■ John , rebuked him for having married his 
brother's wife, he difregarded. the warning ; 
but he offered no violence to the prophet, 
and permitted him to retire in fafety. In a 
fliort ,time, his wrath became hot; and 
^^e ftnt forth and laid hold on John^ and bound 
him in prifon. Speedily afterwards he com- 
pleted the meafure of his crimes, and caufed 
tlie innocent man to l)e murdered. How 
frequently dolh a fimilar progrefs occur ! In 
tlie humbler ranks of life you fee a man be- 
ginning to be idle, and to negledt his bufi- 
^nefsk This evil habit grows upon him. His 
^ime foon hangs heavy upon his hands : and 
ije fills it up at the public houfe ; at firft 
going thither. fparingly, but ere long, to be 

^^) iTira. vi. 12. Eph. V. 6. Exod. xxiii 2.Epclef. iv. 20. 

7 found 
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found there almpfi: e^nery day, Nqw drunj^. 
cnnefs is added to idlenefs, Theife two {\r\$ 
fpcedily make him poor : aad ne reforts tq 
difhoneft Aeans of gaining money : ventuiiD|;' 
at firft only upon petty adts of fraud an^ra^:. 
pine • but prefently growing fcol^^er io, 
wkkednefs, t,ill jyftice overtakes him, land he 
finifhes his days ia exile or on the gallows,: 
The criminal of high life, in the mean timp^, 
purfues a kmdred career, but in a, wider a^idi 
a more fplendid circle. He commences. wiy^ 
fafliionable extravagance. He fteps f9rwarcL 
to fafhionable profligacy. He erows har- 
dened through the deceitfulnefs of fin. ^ flfe 
becomes abandoned to felfiflmefe, to Jjenfiii] 
ality, to depravity, to fearleflhefs of GoGjf 
He lives an objeifl of deteftation; or qi^Sjbjr^ 
the hand of the law, by that of a duellift, or 
by his own. Make your ftand through /oi?- 
virfe grace " againft the beginnings of jin;'t^\ 
you know not what wilLbe the end yiereoE ,. 
3/ Thirdly: contertiplate the ihcdnfiftepcy^ 
the weaknefs and the corruption of^humaQ. 
nature. Conclude not, becaufe y6u h^ve, 
been repeatedly enabled by the Holy 'Spirit 
of God to refift a particular temptation. 'that* 
you may deem yourfelf ' Capable or'ffenftiiA)^** 
it always. Herod withftodd for a feafori the 
arts and importunities * of Herodias." ' *SKe'^ 
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routed until Ihe found a convenient time ; re- 
newed the attempt, and fucceeded. The 
^eat enemy of man, who inftigated thi§ 
nurderefs and rendered her fuccefsful, is ever 
Ml the watch to betray you, Hte is waiting 
"Of the hour, when you fliall no longer be on 
four guard ; or when you fhall have grieved 
17 a recent offence the Spirit of God j or 
«rhcn a concurrence of enfnaring circum- 
Unces (hall heighten the allurements of fin. 
rtie birth-day of Herod IhaH anive. Thy 
ieart fliall be opened to enticement. The 
fcar fliall not revolve without bringiijig the 
mvenient time. Mirth fliall render thee 
:hiOughtlefs : or forrow fliall bow thee to 
icfpondence. Pride fliall inflate thee with 
confidence : or floth fliall indifpofe thee to 
swrtion. Then fliall the temptation prefent 
tfdf afrefli : perhaps in its original garb^; 
>r, if need be, in colours more attradiy§. 
^fbat I fay unto yon^ I fay unto all; JVatcb. 
^60 the devil; and be will fee from you. 
Sir not bigb^-minded ; but fear. Let bim that 
hinkctb be fandetb^ take beed lejl be fall, 
'trive to enter in at tbe frait gate. Strive 
^mnfi ftn : frive according to His workings 
)bicb worketb in you mightily. Draw nigb 
Cod^ and be will draw nigb to you [d]. 

{d) Mtrk, xiii. 37. Jamca, W. 7, 8. Romans, xi. ic. 1 Cor. 
II. Luke^ xiii. 24. Hcbr. xii. 14. Col. i. 19. 

Vol. I. U 4. Let 



4. t^t me in the next plac^ advert td'W? 
conftderatltiri', which, htiftrever it rriajr-'in ' 
fotae m^kfure li^ave been impffi^'d in tHfe^^re*' 
ce3ing remarks; requires, oh sib^ioilnt^'df ftic 
high importance, to be' expiefsly ftatcd^b;^'^ 
itfelf. * It i^ this : ^that nothirig fhbrf of 1 fe&^{* | 
tied cleterfriinatibn to labour t6 avoid dll fiii^; . 
joined witK coriftant ^ application* to Xjt^y' 
through Cfirift, for the iiltfuehce of his ftttfr-^ 
tifylng Spirit, can authorife you to hope that^ 
you fhall preferve jfor a'liftgTe hdUr a tBd-' 
fciehce void of o§en'ce» Nothing fhdtft'W^" 
this determination is religioh. If ybii refiffe^ 
to furrender yourfclf wholly to G6d;'-^^ 
ar£*'a rebel. " If you refufe the unqualifiiSff^ 
furfcnder'of yourfelf to Him, and ptdfefi^fe ' 
, be refi^ioi^^ { you are ah hypocrite:' TAife^di-', 
mifftoriWthe^ 'entire heart, the fovfereigttfy 
of* ttlV Spyhole foill, the poffeflioif of t%*e'aflii- 
ti6iiy In a irieafure fo predomitiant tha^^ y6ur 
'tcnidercft feelings ' for thfe ^ earthly- j iobjeSs ' 
v^iich you hold mbft d€ar-<iefenvje^^v»rli^'* 
placed in comparifon with your love tb;iQ!io8ii 
aiidr yctlh^ R^d^erh^r, the ^denomiflatp»l^6f 
hatred (^) : 4¥i^'i« the horaagevccsquit'e^tffe©* 
tBe -difd'pte of ^ GhriftJ' \'I^odif^ffdL^i 
ahd ohfti^ed hm^ ; and^rwhen ^he. hfjsrd^ Jtim^dJ 
drdiM^ty' thiiigj'^> .Md heard rhim ^glad^n Bulit^ 
hfe ^etiirted h}s>4)frothepV/wffe^K iJibj^t^ 

"'' ' {e) Luke^ xiv. 26, Joiin^ xii. 25. 

Hcrodia^ 



Herodi^s v?^hoiu.,thou vy lit not put ^.way ? Is 
tlvepe fqme Jfenfijal gratific^ioq^ whif:h thoa . 
wiltrnot; abandoivl vJs there fome A^lawfijl.v 
gaijQ which, thooi wilt not rjenounce ? Is there 
ridicule which thou wUt jbot encounter? Is , 
there .hardth^p which thgu wilt i^ot fuftaint^ 
Tl^y plpafure, thine intereft, thy reputation, / 
thVi^ei^afe, th.ou loveft more .^han thou loveft . 
Clu-ift, Why boafteift thou oif thy partial ^ 
cl^gdieQ.qe }^ Of w^iat ay afil are^ thy regular dcr 
TKOtions, thy kii^dnefs to thy friends/ thy li- 
3b?i:^Uty to the poor, thy^yfefulnefs l6/ociety^? . 
Tlip^e^rt is unlhiind. Before God^thou art \ 
^iX/^t\ ajod^an hypocrite* What Is .thy lan-^^ 
-S^^ tp^thy Saviour ? /* Behold therejubbr- 
^ 4iinate; indulgencesji which at .thy, QQirimand ^^ 
*' Ji;4iibfelm. B^ contcfU^d wjth th(?Jaeri-^ 
** Aee,'-i^xpe«a not the., furren^e^ pt^^x£j.j^ 

* iiiif^ujite Qbjedlr- Thou didft,^yj^o»ri^^y^ 

* ilifo for my fake : but I\will apurflinflui/]^,.. 
* ' tliia ( fin ; for thine»" Say eft thq^i tAui% to^ . 
hyiSaviottc^i^^iMid calleft th<)u diyfelf ^ hi$, , 
Ufeipletf -J'-' '-. ' ' ■■^'" •■/':/•■; • Ti .--i^ -J 
^'^hepKopcafity of the heart taie^-<?iehiftQA ^. 

MeeiiddalI|reviotts computatioas. l^an i^^ 
c«AdnjukJly difc viiing by all conceiT^J^bk m^thod^ , 
to'-afetibd tnerit to himfelf: aixd afcithe.cVeyy^v 
■Ittatf when he confefles tha£ he i§ regular^yv^ 
pwcceditig in fome wicked line: pf condjtij(a^ i? .^ 
-> UK 1.X3 2 A; r .< .^■. ; prone 
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pfOnC'^tQ value himfclf highly fbr having 

jf?&A^?^^ fr^^ a more flagrant tranfgreffion, 

clt i^^nothi the leaft improbable that Herod, 

I confcious as he was that he moft unjuffly 

. detained John the Baptift in prifon, applaudfd 

, himfelf withcomplacency, and affumed irihii 

own eftimation great credit for virtue, tie-i 

caufe he had withftood the folicitatioiis of 

-Herodias for his death. Have you not attb, 

-while- aware than you have lived liufler 

0^ the habitual influence of fome unchriftiaa 

_: temper, in the habitual indulgence of f^e 

. unchtiftian pradice ; have riot you ilfo pcitQ 

. proudly congratulating yourfelf on your gbod^ 

; jiefej^ becaufe you have abftained from otI?cr 

crimes to which you were tempted I Have 

i npt you been fatisfying yourfelf for yielding 

^ Xo the one temptation, by reminding ybur 

^ . . ^onfcience that you did not yield to the other? 

Have not you hankered after a compromife 

;:^. with divine juftice j and meditated with com- 

.,-placcnt felf-righteoufnefs the produftion of a 

; bsfUnce of imaginary merit to counterv^l th< 

. j.pepaity of guilt ? ^bus faith the LprdofHoJis 

I Qonfifder ^mr ways {f). How long fhall a dt 

^rfcived hMrt turn thee afidt\g)f How Ibnj 

.riJfe^l ?^ ^^ ere thou knoweft that tbou cat 

.c £ W^fif^*^\?9^ miferable and poor and hlind an 

if) Haggai, i. 5. (^) Ifoiah^xlir* lOf :,- 
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nake4\hl\ ? How long (hall it be ere thou un- 
^derftandeft the curfe of the \2>^N\Cnrfe3\is 
Ktvcry^one who conttnuetb not in all things ibbtcb 

* are written in the book of the law to doibem (/)? 

r\ V If, example can afFe£t you, look t6' that of 

''Hierbd, Behold in him 'an illuftriatiori of the 

cpnfequences entailed on perfevcfance in' a 

jUngle fin. In him |)ehold a piftufe of that 

'^ajbanddned depravityi of which perfeverance 

t' a fingle fm is naturally the ifbrerunneh To 
the evils which Herod bad dotie we have 
lee^a him adding yet this above all;ihaf-he 
jBit up John in prifon (i). We hav^'^feen 
^im farther advanced in the road to dtftruc- 

f'ri, and taking away the Baptift'^s life. We 
^ye ftill to behold him furpaffi hg all his 
^ ff^rmer guilt. Behold him, a worthy- ' de- 
J^lcendent of his Father, plotting the'd'6atft-^of 
/tlie Saviour of the world (7). B'ehiiiaUis 
murderer, when the Saviour of the WorWi^as 
Jderiycred into his power by the Rftmaiis, 
^inumpHing over his captive with 'ftudied 
^ l)ijtternefs of infult ; expofing him to' the 
J)rutal feoffs of the foldieryj mockihg him, 
/ani! feVtino; him at nought ; and fin'iHy fcfftd- 
mg hinj back to the Rotnan governor arraye4 
m a gorgeous roB'ei intended at ohct tt>^ th'rto^ 
^/dentibn lipon hi$ dalm'to'be the Mdflfeh, 

(A) Rev. iii. 17. (OGaL ili. 10." (i) HiAe^' iil. i*^- io. 

'-^ ' U 3 and 
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t8X^'^t^yii»rfagJ?nft€iefar(/*): Is iiWW 

iA' Hei^dias''^hbin ybii \v5lf'|iot put a^^? 

ISW'ftiMW tenrfpta^iorts arife : ' and gtiJk (iqUjfl 

^'A'ae-'^f 'Hertid teay bycorheyoutii.'' 'Jfitk 

%h"^^}^ul{'^' dfier' tba£ hve have received tk 

^WS-virleefge^dfrhe truths' fbere reitiiiiMh 'no 

^ihdi^e'j'Bcf'ij/ict'forJ^y; but a certain UoBn^p 

if-JiiHgiineittf cMd'fkrj indt^hatidni ■■ I/ie 

^fm deJ^^fed'Hhe law of Mofes die^ttrntM 

'^)hetcy:6f^Bui*'iiiitcb Jorcr punijbment jfhMk, 

'^^ 'fbw^hi -ibartBy. ''who hath traddeW tinScr 

^Jmt'ibh Bhh "^fCod^ and hatJj counted liit WooA 

of the Covenant wherewithhe *tvns fanEfiJie^dn 

unholy things and hath done defpite unto the 

Spirit of grace (;/) ^ 

I would leave on the recolle£iion of the 
carelefs (ioner one additional truth, to which 
Herod, could his voice reach, our ears, would 
-bear witnefe. It is poffible for you to refigP 
yourfelf to habitual wickednefs, until your 
hardened heart lofe all fenfe of its enormity* 
It is poffible for you to add crime to crime> 
^until you entirely forget numbers which you 
have committed. But an hour when they 
,lhall be remembered is approaching. The 
guilty deed // fiot deady but Jleepeth. Whet^ 
you are laid on your death-bed, all you^ 

(«) Luke^ xiii. 6. 1 2. Adls, iv. 27, 28. [n). Hebr. x-26-29* 

c^ 14 crim^^ 
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^1 wretQh whpn he ^refp^J^pp-^^gbfj^i^J 
:l^e grave^ &pd ftirit^^.fr^Qn^ tb<i|,prQ|{)§a 
damnation. , ^ay.your.J^a'Sl^bq.^.fe^^w^fq^ 
,tl?fi Holy ■ Spirit'! \ M^ .5^01^.^)? witj^(;^^t 
^y to„C|)i;ift. n^j,^W^,fa^m4^J°'\l' 
\to Hio3^ without fe%f ire. <\^y;^M<^r?ff?|i 
qcment may you. be rend^(^ ^fl^cpeptfj^le 
God. May your laft hom;^ l^e fliiq^r^d .|>y 
iptural hopes of entering throvjgH His-.me- 
s into everlafting glory !, .. ■> %. 
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3do 0fi jtjbe Extent (sfpfkA^^ite^^m 

L He bath Jh&wed tbai^^^., maP9z.^kfl^4f 
good. So clearJ^L bath God nii(4ea^(|o^ 
whatever is necefiary; to My^Xlop^-rtbAtt^ 
who attain not falyation ifaajjl. ft^Q^ip^thiMt 
excufe. In the breaft of every n)^,,iM&Ji# 
implaated a natural i.irGtnfcienc^, ,:C2^pab}a;pf 
iiifcriminatiog betw^p g^Pd and .eyU,t^ES^ 
pared ; with fceret . ftmgs for . the^ chajftir^ijie^t 
pf guil^ .and with fluent appi;ol^^iQn foj^^ftje 
' pncoyjfagewf nt qf^bedj^nce. ^ Butxpniiiiepiw 
way be. blinded and. Jed aflxay, mayjlbie.J^aT4- 
;iTened and deadened by the. pradji;ic^,.of.-;£\xi. 
God has therefore given to u$.^is .writfjc|n 
' word^ In the Old Teftament by the naouth 
!c£Hfe holy prophets, in the New Tefjament 
:bj the mouth of His^ own Son, and o^ the 
vapoftlfij ; of His Sqp, He repliea in ,,tl^c 
.? plained terms to the momentous qupfUqp, 
' What muft- vve do to be faved I He Xets be- 
fore us the way of life and theway of deat^j 
the road to heaven, and the road to heU. 
He has diftinguiihed them by marks fo 
ftriking, that it is impoflible that tb? poc 
track can be miftaken for the other by a fin- 
■ cere and humble enquirer- He has flxewn 
them to be as differetit as light and d^Ijjjetfsj 
as widely feparated as the eaft from;th^ weft. 
By. hope and by fear, by argument) and by 
entreaty, by mercy and by judgenii^Rt, rjic 

urges 
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genuine faith in God and Chrift will necef- 
farily produce. Sometimes, however, foli- 
ci$i^s -tocaiQQH^incad the tree by: a^reference 
to the excellence of the "fruit, they fpecify 
works in the outfet: and then dire£t our 
views to that faith, from^ which, every ac- 
ceptable work is to fpring. And though, in 
delivering a ftatement of human duties, they 
ufually commence with jhpfey of .which the 
Almighty is the immediate objedl ; the order 
iafometimes changed, and the duties which 
we are to perform towards our neighbour are 
prefented firft to our con fi deration. Let the 
Diinifters of religion, folicitous.that they may 
^ found in the day of Chrift not to have run 
^ vain^ neither to have laboured in vain^ pur- 
ine the feveral tracks of argument and per- 
aafion^ which they fee recommended by 
ie footfteps of prophets and apoftles/ Yet 
^Jjatever be the courfe to which the; ambq^ 
tp(t>r £/f CJ&rg/? .reforts in his exertions to cofl- 
tU^ctift X^h'st&pxy world to the offer of 
affdon and pe;ace ; .Iqve to God and our Re^ 
^^m^r< )v^ether ^entiqacd firft orlaft, mufk 
^ theiiipjLiAtAi:n frpm which every .jhuj^w^ 
i?M;yriwtdqriv?d. .CJiri(l U the.cox:iieif-ftdp9..oiF 
bpi beii^f. 4nd 4he praaice; of ^^Qhfilli^Of 
l^>f»t!V'PfV?4P!?ed l,,Sf: ^u{| be j^Uh^in.Ch^^^^ 

<^^goodjwpd^:ip^%^^^ 

li;:.:^ 2' good 



^hoij prickles ^nd-mefi^e :am|[7tfemp«fl8(3ri- 
fjuitcdf 'It is thatiijrour fdiri&-AQB]qiK:C 
iformcAta thje :iraage::.o£ Ghipi(Ju>iIlfe;lov©^t6 
lybimncighbbur.enjoined ? . it is in ^Hiiuticm 
of that Icy^fetw^rewith Cfarift icwred' him, 
^jaid^gav^jhitnfelf fot^himSan blFering <iiidgi 
5ficrifiGr:4ij[itD ^God.^-^ Whatever ^w-^aagbt, 
\\rf»at€ycJr/4si^'ijbiAm Wfeat^vtt? "feofoi- 

Awbetlrariwc ipeafc of iheglQry tbai^li/blsti^^c 
revealcdy or^ as khawing yihe Jsrrnif'f. ^f the 
Lordz this is: oiar ground-worib^iid 6ter plii- 
pofe, that ^ God mtty in all things bt gtmpi 
tbrougb yefuf €hriji; to whom be^]p/a^hHd 
daminhn for ever and ever. ^ ^\ ^* 

Ofl the prefent occafiDn 1 purppfeqto 'Sj- 
|rfairiJthe^ different branches:- of humaa ddly 
according to>tKe ordcr^ in whicfe^ they^'«c 
arrangetf by the prophet. . vv \...', 

The chapter, whence the pafiagp b^occrlis 
k taken, opens with fingular magnificience. 
Jehovah tonxmands hla chofenc pe^fe^^to 
arife, and plead th^ir caufe - agklftft jHiin : 
and fummona the hills and the mountains^ and 
the Jlrong foundations of the earth tq hew and 
\b decide the •cdfitrdViify betwfe^n liis rebel- 
iioul! Servants and Himfelf. Scarcely has 'he 
made lineotion of his mercies in r^CBing 

• N the 



iftiUt cWEldrfen^ 4>f Ifrajel fromr<l>p -feou^age^ 
'S'gT^^^dn&e oiachinarlmiFS of Balafc 3 yfvbetk 
Ine^is ^pmrfentbd fes foddcnly iiiterroipted^ liy 
4h© ialp^arftd ' <^xc}amat2cxiirs ijf^ oroe^trf tfie 
imidtitmie'^picroed wrtb^roonvidtrpa^oflus 

crwii fiit^nd of the divine gdodacfs, axrilr ea- 
igfari^ ^nq(umng afttrU^ means of nuifeing 
.fti^oem^iit for ^bis "^guilf ^4 Tegai!&%- tile 
-fe^our of »Om!aipoteiiciec r J^^ / 

.^to^ \hefyr€thc Lofd^ and ^wi m^fhtfori tht 
^ItBgii Qvdi Shall I '^vx^mc b^x)rt Him with 
^Amrnt-offGrmgs^ wHb cahoes 4)fa ytarold? 
-Wtfl lithe ijjs^ril be pleofod with fbifufands of 
\^mi'i'^),or ivithtentbotifands of rivtr^. of cil ? 
\Shdif.'J'g,ive> myfirjl born for my tnjnfgrejion ; 

the fruit of my body for the fm ofmyfoid.^fC).? 

:9BhoprQp^e^ in the name of God, returns 
^ thb anfWfit. : ,He bathjljcv^ed thit^ "O inan^ 
^Jwiuatit gOQd^' And what -doth Ahe^rJLord shy 
"Cod require of thec\ bi^t^tp do jiifiiy>y\and. to 
iJoaacj tacref^ffd to ^alk iumbly with thji Vod ? 
^0 .SfieagocftiaQis^i as intereftif^ to -tia as rt 
:^ TJ'MdKfc^^^Je^w* ,liet .Ufij:<Drnficfer i^e >t^\j 

^<I^.Kldj^e4^0fli8tfelYesw; - hn^ ,j; v 

[uj K critic 01 great eminence ccnuacrs tncTe words as ^ 
^ jThe context, I apprdicad, ^gns the whole paflage toijhe 

I. He 



3*0 ^wil^ 'Extent 1^^ 

^ L He iatb Jbo^ed tbe^^)'Q^man^zwk^U 
geitxL So clead^L h^ God ni«iie/iJfrio^ 
whatever is ineceffaryi to falyatiapj»,>tirtt,^^h^ 
.who attain not falYation (faalJt. %x)4r ^thitf t 
fixcufe. In the 'bread: of every njan^^^i^Ji^l^ 
implaiuted :& natural:. ironfcienc?, . . cs^aUIe. ^pf 
difrriminatiog; hetwgfp gppd . and €yU„;pi^- 
pfured; Tj^ith.feciiiet^ftiangs for the.chajO[irej;a^ 
:^f gHiU;6^A94 '.5»^Hh fi^ent apprpha^fion foi;=5lje 
%.Cftcoiwfagetia^R^qf(9^ed}?nce. r Butxi?pftiq[ice 
m2,y l%9.>]inde4an^,Jcd.aftray,^ ai^y^JbeJ^ard— 
; neJCfiejl ^ad d eadj? ned . Uy the . pradj^ic^. . pi^^ fip— 
..Gpdjha^ ther?.fore^. given. to u^.^i^^ writ}:c;n== 
-wordK iJfo: thje;p]d Teftament by iih?. mouti — 
.fofJife^Jiol.^ p^qph^ts.,: ^n the New Tefliamea 
^hy I th6omoj.M:h of His, own Soi\, and o^ tb^ 
t^poftl^l ;■ c£ ^ His, iS^fij . He repliea jn ^.tb^ 
h^ilaineftstejDnis to the- momentous qufftiqofc^ 
^Whatmnftr.Wifc do to.be faved \ HeXets b<r— 
vford us thd way of life and theway pf deat^ / 
the road tp heaven^ and. the road to heH. 
He has diftinguiihed them by, .marks fo 
ftriking, that it is impoflible that. t;l^.ppc 
track can be miftaken for the other by a (in- 
^ cere and humble enquirer- He has Oiewn 
thjim to be ^s differefit as light ajtd.d^lsfletfsi 
^as widely feparattd^gSiU^eeaft iropaith* weft. 
"^By. hopfe and-hy fidar^ by argumentland by 
-)entrekly,;iby . mercy and . by j^dgeiA^nV, Jie 
-JT- urges 



^t^y^s.^to^'chbofe'the patl\ of iiftfilanjd to 
^%Qfr«m'^fhe wiy of deftrudioii. :Cn &v«ry 
^kii he beftows ' po Wer^ to 'attain ^ etetfsdt life, 
'lfe*'«ifti?er ro-^eVeri^" faithful fuppKiant the 
flilWbflScient influence of Hig Holy Sphit, 
^flot tnly that it may enlighten the mind to 
imdei^ftand the Scriptui'fes, biit mayilfo gtVe 
^ace to obey them. He command* his ftit- 
*tiifters lo preach the ^ofpil throtighout nil the 
^4i)orId to every creature ; to \}x6t\km\ihtof[^t 
feP iimverfal falvation, to call • filinei*' to r6- 
■pentance, to inftru£l the ignorant, to ftif^ngthen 
tHe weak, todenouncevehgeance on the care* 
IHs and the obftinate, to confirm arid ariitoHlc 
the pious. Thus truly may it be affirmed, 
tiiat God hath (hewed us what is gdod. Thus 
^* truly may it be affirmed that Cod willeth not 
^^Be death of the wicked, but that all fliouid 
'Tfe converted and live. If you know not 
your duty j it is becaufe you will . not' know 
it. If -you perifh through ignorance ; ' it 
^tt is becaufe you prefer igftorailce to undttr- 
-'ftaridihgv " V 

-- / ji; >^hat then muitwe do^ to be^favedJ 
^iThef p^o|)het anfwers the eiwjuifer, Do juftly: 

'IdVe ifn^r^y : and walk humbly with yoiirGod^ 
X^ il.fFifftj^you mbft'do jtifl?lyi^ ^od muft 
^'^& juft in'^ye^y part of every^ohe crf^ yjotir 
"-e"'- . . pro^ 



paw^feedingiJ YoUifnttft rciKkr ta ievcr5r;inai!^:p 
yda mttft trende^ cheerfuUy^atnd vvidiotatfiidc-ii 
la^ thfiit^^hicl^ balorig^tto hiiav ^ Jh;. ; 7/):i] 

AThii&J!ffule,:oblt^ .yxDu on all occafions tod; 
fpeak the truth. For a lie is not only abrfi^aohiq 
o£your, du^' to 6f)dy wJap is aGqd ofitrulh ' 
aiwi ^.bateth deceit? \t}xt is alfo ,.-a. Breach olh 
y Oi^jjf duty to . ypur nmghbour,. The ; iBan] <cir» 
whotRypilia^drdTs aiij^.ypu frek tp de^qiv§^i,-^ 
Yia^ J€ft4 hiia;a%a)ti»:r¥ou. caufe hiimjt<j|^jrn%£ i. 
€xpjesflba|kms>:oi;^,tg>jc;beriibliope^,:or tp^.a4optt ^ 
meafuresv: upon, the ftjr^ngtjh <)f your wordp;fei 
/an^j lh,«^. W<2fds.j%re fojfa ,, TJ^ius, ,>^^ fftf^asf ^ 
^«|>$n^js QD,you?fcJf^ ;y^ol>;Hljl^re hiflfi^,; 4 Jj^ ^, 
tfeerefore is a breach of juftice. And whon^^ ^ 
cYff lypuAre gujUy.Q^ ^j lie, f9^^^^^i&^J 
cfva.ci;finc whiiih;.b^3nfig8. jto jtJaie fafij^cjafe ^ 
with ^h€ft.;fljidjirfihltfry.,A,,,JBewai^?) Jt^^ ^p^J 
tf<^ingi|iou3rfelf.faniboaiE^ wsn,4f yflu :^^_^f 
n TFtJCuA' ji^ : .Hid; kf ft. of all if yo^j are^ - a^ /^ 
£aia#ri?r^ ;j:9l?^i;^&; JPHF vneigl^bpiaf , ;ftf „that; ^^; 
r^\{hf^ i*,-n}pre ^Aly^blf , .fe )A?hi9|i JU ^^^^ ^q-5.,^ 
€oy€!^fe;%?^ nj?W^ hisi good n^^ ,;.,.j,,^ ^^^ 

Theftole of.doipg»jilftly;xoiafti:^l5i$jj;ouj, ian 
the iwxt: i^bicc,, ti> jtic a.feithlul fvily^nto > tjiei ^ 
KSng ; . ta ^ fubmlt: . tp ; :aUi who ^ ftr,e .«ftti|lc4 /tch r 
aijAhority o v er . y oti ; ai^d to q^^^tji aU, t^^ hi^ws. , 
efoyour countpy.| },Fjorr'Obe(^.nQfl,^5f/du^^cjQj^ 
iheikjjftgiraad to all iQifciriQf.)«ftag)ft^s^,, .ai^gq 

. cordiDg 



amiing/talheir Awral . Rations. If you. fkil 
[> rfeodering obedrence ; yofu defraud them df 
heir light. Yqu receive the protcdtion of. 
he. laws*- . Are you not then bouad and 
)ledged) to obey, them ? . » -1 - c ^ 

/Again : juftice prohibits y&a fromjnjoriag 
\k: pcrfon and reftraining the liberty of tyo6r 
leighbour. The free j^njoyment x)fthii Ufe ^ 
.tvd limbs is i right conferred Uj^i^ii hicfrb5>' 
ifeiCifeator; and guaranteed by the^^ ftiamees ^ 
hfeftealm. Do yo4 interfere Vtlhi?h^-pdfifefi' 
fion* which he holds: umfer the^ fanQ;ioa^c£T' 
his country and hisGod^ a^nd preteiifd'thfiti^ 
you tieprire him not "of that which i^^ fe^ipb 

^Ag^in^ juftke rcquirds thM yon^flioulditi^ 
iO'refpe<a inj=ui*e yout neighbmif?*' pf©pprcyjc 
the methods by which fehirthei?'ma^3Bt {^lk 
ured in his • property are^^niiaiberteffe^i?ri[jjh 
Otoe cafes the guilt is fi'piklpaWe, ttiatipfeil^^ 
lot be miftaken. If a'fhanndafti!riiit8t"^2i^1^i*'^ 
jery \ if he robs on the higfi^Wsry^ If h%f flfeifs^' 
ain article privately ; if hie rh^liciouft^(felfta|(i?* 
th^ proffefiWm 6f ancfther^i/ he is3i«rflariay 
pR)ttounted uttjoife. But there ^tei6^txtQSc»\^ 
itt whiiih -the fente4ifc^ iriieqWaHyrd.bf*r9«d, and^ 
is- affuf^dly prdnounded Jbyr^he n^ljufeeirfsgr... 
Judge^5^whife'^the;^erlminal perceived iiotj^or 
pcirceivfei Wit|i JWore thto ufualreUuStaj^ypa^he ^ 

*>^' - ^ extent 



3C4; Ou^ibc Extent Bf l(enui$f€ Religiorr. 

exiisnt ^ his ioj uftice. ^^Tbus a pNerfon^ it maj 
be, ^bo has fcnmd property which 4oe$ ooc 
^IPffgd^ him,^ takes no^ pains to find out l^r 
righjt K)i7{>er ; but falisfies )iis ccmfcieQce widi» 
thinking that he is ready to make reSitAitiotfji 
if theowner, fliould unluckily find oi»t ^timj( 
Another perhaps, who is engaged ioia lum^' 
fuit, €0otriv^ to entail on his ad verferyl «*nilrK; 
cei&ry 0xp$nce« qr^elay ; and eicoufidti hjinffi 
fclf rby ^rofcffing (that it is not upfairjto.fciw;; 
ariyfftdvan^ge wl^ch offers itfblf in^ft cq»* 
teft. Another circulates counterfeit mone^^: 
pretending that -as be has received.it, he h^s 
aj^ight to pafs it ;- in other words, th^tbe^awft^ 
he has carelefsly permitted an impofitioa la 
be pra<):ired on 'hamfelf, he has acquix!ed. the. 
right of impofing upon the reft of the i^oM^: 
Another conveys falfe intimations refpe^Qg < 
the nature or the intrinfic worth of an arti** 
cle which he fells: and thus induces bis 
cuftomer to give a higher price,, than be 
would otherwife have confented to payt 
Another loiters away part of the time during 
which he has engaged to work for a mafterj 
and claims a whole day's wages, when in fad 
he has worked but three quarters of a day* 
Every one of thefe perfons injures his neigh-* 
hour in his property ; and breaks the com-' 
mandment of God, to dujujily.. Yoqr owi» 

thoughtsr^ 
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wmghtsi if you dir^a tfierf* to the fiifefefli:, 
iii fap^lf ^aditldh^l "iterfmplis. '' In all 
fritt deaimg^ with others; remdmb^r^ th^ ihert > 
Elkvwith • "wkAch Ghtift hds^ fiirniflied you^ 
^i&tfifdikty€ would that men Jhokli do to 
m^'Ho^yt even fo^ to ibeim Afk yoUtfdf Ja 
wpy ioftantev^ Am I now a£ling"as LwbUld 
)rfflir«6(ther4 to a<a unto me ?" Try y^felf ^ 
iilly i by ^ that queftiofr^ ■ '- r^fol^e untkf ' th*- 
5«Hfetof ©dttj to aa as ^^iir confdieflOe rinf- 
wptfW^ fend- you fcardely can ^falU into Ittjisfc- 

^>«1 Secoiidly: You ate /o^^'^A?z/^«-«^^jri ]. 
W(w§y-fi^»?fie8 Chriftkn charity Ih itS^^affgft- 
((filfer- It includes every thing which *'^e' 
aWlAi^^ fey i affeftion, benevolence, ^ kindftefsj^ 
:eM«nfirefi, -mildncfs, meefciiefa, 'j^tifencef; fbirv 
gSja^efei: arid ' by^ every mher^^»e*^i'6fl!r6tf/- 
Wliteh itoplie^ good will po taert. ^ It t6hif«-c-. ■ 
heiffls-feVefi^y hurtiarie, gentfe,* attd cdrii|Ja& ' 
fi8^ate9ffpofitibh ; as well as all thofe aaibiis, 
by^hich tfre e:?ciftence 6f fuch difpofitiohs is 
t*b4?J^?oVid. Obferve now «ie diflference oF 
the' l!ci*his iri'whicli GotiF -reqaires from ii$ 
fifftf jiiftice; tKeri me5rcy. '/ 'Wd ate to do-pjify: -' 
^t%re ho lo^e fnerdy. Not ' biit^ that • we^ are ' 
Mto loVe^ to' do Juft!d6. '^ Biit^ the 'differtf rice '. 
O ihVwdVds^of the commandmerit ti^ipyaing '' 
Wft'dtitife^ naturally arifes^ft^ 
V6£;- It "X rence 
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rence betweea the dutijQS thertifelves; . . 

• •./■. ■ • 

tice admits of no degrees. - We. are jul^ 
we are unjuft. If we are not perfeftly j 
we are unjuft. If you withhold frfOm y 
neighbour a fingle penny which belongjs 
him ; if in any tranfadion you defr^ijd \ 
of the fmalleft fum ; if you impofe upon 1 
ever fo little, if you injure him ip any o^i 
his rights, though it be of all his rig 
the leaft confiderable ; you are unjuft* C 
therefore fipiply commands yon" to do ju^ 
Thefe words require of you to do Juftice 
every particular } for otherwife you 4p J 
juftly. They comprehend every a<ft. 
duty which is a branch of juftic^, Tl 
leave nothing unrequired. But mercy is 
its own nature capable of gradations, 
two perfons, of each of whom it may i 
improperly be affirmed that he is mercii 
the one may be more merciful than the otli 
The commandment therefore does not f 
" Thou fhalt do mercifully f or, « Th 
" flialt fliew mercy." ilad fuch been tbe( 
preflion, men would induftrioufly have p 
fuaded themfelves that by fmall, or modera 
or occafional ads of mercy they fufficicn 
obeyed the commandment, What is the 
jundion ? "Thou ihalt love mercy:" t 
heart fhall be conffantly fet on deeds of men 

tl 
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tfh^ey (Hall be thy ftudy : they (hall be a de- 
light unto thee. Hear with what energy of 
taiigdagd mercy in all its branches is en- 
Jomed throughout the Scriptures* Beysmer-^ 
tifui^as^our Father alfo is merciful. Be kindly 
')iffe^fdfied one towards another in brotherly love ; 
^^H honc^r preferring one another. ' Rejoice with 
Weni that rejoice^ and weep with them that 
v^p. Let all bitternefs^ and wrath\ and anger ^ 
'%'a clathour^ and evil /peaking bk put away 
jr^^htiy with all malice. And be }ye kind 
hiii^lb another"^ tender-hearted^ forgiving one 
/'^noth'er^ Walk in love as Ghriji loved us. 
%0!ii'( youf^ enemies^ do good to them that hate 
ibu; blefs them that curfe you t pray for them 
jwhich defpitefully ufe you. Be ready to di/lri^ 
me J willing to communicate. If tiny manfeetb 
its brother have need^ and Jhutteth up his 
hwels of compajjion from him : how dwelleth 
the love of God in him ? Remember the words of 
'the Lordjefus^ how hefdid^ It is more blejfed to 
give than to receive [b). Take your Bible into 
"your hand. Examine yourfelf by thefe pat 
fages of holy writ. Confider them one by 
one. You will thus difcover whether you 
love mercy. If you truly love mercy: it* 

{h) Luke, vi. 36. Rom. xii. 10, 15. Ephcf. iv. 31, 32. 
^•2. Matth.v. 44. I Tim.vl. 18. i John, iii. 17. Adit 
a.35. 
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will be your purfuit and your jpleafure to 
perform adk& of mercy. You will not idT^ 
vrait \mtil opportunities of exercifing kind- 
nefs may chance to force themfelves upon 
your notice* You will anxioufly fearch for 
them : you will delight in availing yourfelf 
of any one, however fmall, which may arifcr 
In every one of your fellow-creatures you 
will behold a brother whom God, your Crea- 
tor, formed j for whom Chrift, your Re- 
deemer, died. The temporal welfare, the 
everlafting interefta of that brother, will be 
dear to your heart. You will bear with ig- 
norance, with peeviftinefs, with enmity, with 
ingratitude, as a Chriftian. You will regard 
the offences of others againft yourfelf as wife- 
ly adapted to admonifli you of your own in- 
finitely greater offences againft God. You 
will not conceive that you difcharge your 
duty as to almfgiving, by accommodating the 
fcale of your gifts to fuch a portion of your 
income as would remain not only when the 
demands of reafonable prudence but when 
the claims of fafhion and pleafut'e fhould 
have been fatisfied to the ijttermoft. You 
win habitually difcipline and moderate your 
deiiires, and cartel all needlefs expences; 
that you may hav« the more to give to him 
^that needcth^ 

3- Thirdly; 
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3. Thirilly : Yoii are to wulk^bumbiy ntoltb 
your God. To walk with God, figiiffi^, in the 
language of Scriptufcf, to be a faithful and 
zealous fervant of God. Thus it t^ faid of 
Enoch, that ht talked ^ith Godz and he was 
not. He was no longer to be found dh 
earth ; for God took him. His piety and hcfli- 
nefs were lb eminent, that God diftinguifhed 
him by tranffatihg him alive into heaven. 
Again, we are told that Uoah was ajuft man^ 
andperfeSt in his generation ; and Noah walked 
with God. And his heaVenly Mafter ais^ fignal 
reward prcferved him and his femily from 
the deluge. We, like thefe holy rtieii df Old, 
and like the righteous in all ages who have 
trodden in their footfteps, are alfo to walk 
with God. And, like them, we are? tO'walk 
humbly with our God, We are to bring our 
whole hearts as Well as Our aftidns into fubjec- 
tipn to the divine wilL If you would obtain 
lalvation, you muft become like the Ifraelite 
to whofe enquiries the words of Micah were a 
reply, humbled to the duft in forrow for your 
guilt, and fervently defirous of fubmitting to 
any method of reconciliation with the Majefty 
of heaven. But are you, like that Uraelite, 
looking round for burnt-offerings to prefent 
unto the Lord? My Son^ Cod will provide 

^ X3 himfelf 
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bimfdf a lamb for a burnt-offering {c). WouW 
yoai gme your frjl^born for your Iranfgref 
fon\; tBe> fruit of your body for the fn of ym 
^»/^:»Not your firft-born is the ?itonemcat; 
but the only begotten Son of God. ,r His 
muft be, the blpgd wherewith you comeJjef 
fp/e tbia^ Lord and bow yourfelf before the 
Moft High. Look to the crofs of Gbrifti and 
to th^t/ alone. Disclaim all prefumptio% aH 
boaftiijLgj all felf^righteouiiiefs, all dependence 
on yovir own ftrength to will or to perform, 
Prefent yourfelf before God, not as a Ph^i* 
fee deniwding reward as a debt; not asll 
vauijter profeffing to be rich, and . bearing 
payment in his hand for a bleffing whi^hJi« 
would purchafe: but as a dinner Impl^ 
ing pardon and mercy through • Chrifti ) as 
othcrwife totally unattainable, aa^|n /leprefy 
point and circumftance the freesjjjdiUQfljtfi 
rited gifts of divine grace. Look tbr<augh 
Chrift to the Holy Spirit for poJwer-tQ rcfift 
temptation, for power to form jgood refoUii 
tions, for power to carry , them Jntd efFeA. 
Remember that, while God refjieth the prokd^ 
it is to th4 bumble that he givetb grace \d). 
When you have done all, confefs that you 
are an unprofitable fervant to your Lord; 
that you have done only that which was your 
(f) Gen. xxii.. 8. {d\ i Pet* v. 5. 

:* bonoden 
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bimri<}en duty* 'This it is to v^\\^ im^fy 
Whh your Gpd in the general frame and tem- 
per of your foul. In all the changeful fitU'i^. 
ations of your life evince by your conduft 
this charadteriftic temper of a Chriftian. Are 
yxju in profperity ? Walk humbly with you* 
Godi. Confefs, that it is he, who of his owii 
loving kindnefs giveth you all things richly 
^ eiJJoy, Confefs, with the' Patriarch Jacob, 
O Lord J am not worthy of the leajl of thefe 
thf fMir(^ies\e). Let the Giver be glorified in 
bfe gifts. Now ye are full ^ now ye are rich^ 
Be it -fo. Who maketh tbee to dijfer from ano" 
^fer? And wbathajl thou that thou didji not 
f(k:diwf Now if thou didJl receive it; why 
dK>/l ihdu glory as if thou hadjl no:^ received 
it {f^t' The more diftinguiflied is your profit 
perky, the more earned be your folicitude td 
beKSOttie' meek, humble, and fober- minded. 
Rsefiiember that he who lifteth up, can caft 
down ; that he who beftoweth can take awayi 
Remember that thou haft here no continuing 
city^ Look at that withering flower j and- 
behold how perifhable are all the gloriesr 
which derive their nutriment from earth. Ha^ 
adverfity overtaken you ? Have trials and af- 
fiidions and ficknefles clouded your days? 

(0 Gen. xxxii. lo. (/) Cor. iv. 7, S. 

X4 Walk 
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knoweth how to referve the unjuji unto the day 
of judgement to be puni/bed (/). He will furely 
fulfil his word ; he will accotnplifh his threat- 
cnings. The hope ^ the unjuJl man perijb- 
eth f y). He may flatter himfelf with, hopes 
of heaven: but, as. furely as the word 
of God b true, he will find himfelf, among 
the wicked who are turned into hell. Do 
you love mercy? Have you not only proved 
yourfelf gentle, kind, tendet-hearted, compaf- 
iionate, and charitable, in your ordinary pro- 
ceedings J but have yOu diligently fought op- 
^ portunities of exercifilig thefe Chriftian virtues, 
iand placed your delight in the exercife of them? 
Have you remembered the infinite and un- 
merited mercy of Jefus Chrift in dying on 
the crofs to make atonement for your fins, 
-that if through his offered grace you repent 
and believe and obey you may be received 
for His fake into heaven ? He who Jheivetb 
no mercy Jhall have judgement without mercy 
If you forgive not men their trefpajfes againjl 
you^ neither will your Heavenly Father forgive 
your trefpajfes (r) againft Himfelf. Do you 
walk humbly with your God ? Do you ac- 
knowledge your utter unworthinefs in his 
fight ? Do you confefs the original corruption 

{p) Numb xxiii. 19. 2 Pet. ii. 9. (f) Prov. xi. 7* 

(r) James, ii. 13. Matth. vi. 15. 



€:rucified Maften In every thing iy prujsr 
-^md fupplication^ public and private, let your 
r^qu^Jis be made knotson unt(t Godi^ji). And 
humbly offer up to Him all your petittotts 
in the name of the ap.pointedMedlattora.ad 
Intei'ceflbr, Jefus Chrift. - 

III. It appears then that to the Je\p and .to 
the Chriftian the fum *4nd fubllance.x^f reU- 
,gioa hare ever been the fame; To.dOtjufUy, 
^^0 love mercy, and to walk humbly withvGod 
in grateful dependence and umverfal obedi- 
ence ; this it has been, this it i«, to be a fer- 
vY^nt of the Moft High. The duties of juftice 
,and of mercy, duties placed within the 
fphere of human reafon, were developed in 
the Scriptures of the Old Teftament to the 
Jew. Before the Chriftian they (land ;arrayed 
in brighter radiance borrowed from the prc- 
. cepts and the example of his Lord. To- the 
Jew the general obligation of walking hum- 
,bly >yith his God was unfolded. The Chrif- 
tian, furveying it in clearer luftre, afcribes the 
i^cceflion of lightto his SavJouf. But astorthe 
greateft;t)f the events in the divine economy 
to which that general obligation pointed,, the 
J6w. was comparatively in darknefs. He 
little underftood the method, by which ex- 

{j) Phiiipp. iv* 6. 

piation 
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piation was to be made for gnilt. He lookerf 

for juftification to his burnt ofFeringa and 

facrifices ; to the bIood~ of bulls and of goats 

which could never take xiwayjin [Ji >4 Through 

the veil of types ajid emblems he difc6rned 

not the true atonfcment. He had »heard of 

One who fliould fave Ifrael. But he looked 

to deliverance from worldly foes, to . pre^ 

eminence over proftrate kingdoiM. He had 

heard of One who ^iSxcS^redeem Ifrael frm 

all his iniquities (/). But he looked only to 

the fuller cftablifhment ipf the Mofaic law. 

He was affured that the Redeemer ihould be 

ftricken for the tranfgreflion of bis people \ 

that he (hould pour out his foul unto death} 

t]iat he fliould make his foul an offering i&t 

fin : that he fhould bear the fins of many, and 

make interceffion for the tranfgreffors (^). 

But pride ftupified his heart. Vain of hi^ 

exclufive privileges, he deemed them all-fufi. 

ficient. Averfe to Xht righteoufnefs of God^ 

he ftood upon the deeds of the law. Dazzled 

hy phantoms of temporal grandeur, he fhiit 

his eyes againft the image of a fuffering Mef- 

fiah. To the Chriftian thefe myfteries iare 

revealed ; thefe fliadows are become realities; 

He knows that by the deeds^ whether of the 

(I) Ij'ebr. X. 4. (/) Pfalm cxxx, 8. (m) Ifaiah, liii. 

2 cerer 



On Prefutnptmus Plans. 319 

m^ ^c^x^ TTf the CMtl Ttftament yjit not your 
heart upon them. - Let not the rich man glory in 
his riches : he that trujleth in his riches Jhall 
fall. He that trtifleth in i the abundance of his 
riches ^Jlrengtheneth himfelf in his wickednefs. 
Give me not riches ; leji I be full^ and deny 
•thee^ and fay^ who is the Lord [a] ? In the 
New Teftament, the awful exclamation of 
our Saviour, How bmdly Jhall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom efGod {b)^ would 
of itfelf be fufKcient, after the moft ample 
deductions which could be required on ac- 
count of the peculiarity of the occafion on 
' Vhrch it was uttered, to eftablifti by the fanc- 
4ion of his immediate authority the antece- 
'dent declarations of prophets, and the fub- 
Ycquent teftimony of apoftles, concerning the 
deftrudtive influence of the idol of mankind. 
"That the love of money is the root of all evil ; 
that there is no degree, no fpecies^ of crimi- 
^nality to which the thirft of gold may not 
.prove a fuccefsful Incentive ; that they who 
^will be richy they who are refolved on the 
accumulation of poffeffions, yZ?// into tempta- 
tion and a fnare^ and into many foolifb and 
hurtful lujls which drown men in deJlruSlion 
and perdition : that, while fome have coveted 

{a) PfaJm Ixii. lo. Jer. ix. 23. Prov. xu 28, Pf. lii. 7. 
'Prov. XXX. 8, 9« (^) Mark, x, 23, ' 

\ ' after 



3i6 On the Extent of genuine Religion. * 

knoweth how to referve the unjuft unto the day 
of judgement to be puni/hed (/). He will furely 
fulfil his word ; he will accotnpli(b his threat- 
enings. The hope ^ the unjuft man perijb- 
eth[q). He may flatter himfelf with hopes 
of heaven : but, as ; furely as the word 
of God is true, he will find himfelf. among 
the wicked who are turned into hell. Do 

, you'love mercy? Have you not only proved 
yourfelf gentle, kind, tendeJr-hearted, compaf- 
iionate, and charitable, in your ordinary pro- 
ceedings J but have you diligently fought op- 

\ iportilnities of exetcifiiig thefe Chriftian virtues, 
&nd placed your delight in the exercife of them? 
Have you remembered the infinite and un- 
merited mercy of Jefus Chrift in dying oa, 
tfce crbfs to make atonement for your fins^ 
-that if through his offered grace you repenC 
and believe and obey you may be received 
for His fake into heaven ? He who Jhewet^ 
no mercy Jhall have judgement without mercy ^^ 
If you forgive not men their trejpajfes againjm 
youy neither will your Heavenly Father forgive- 
your trefpaffes (r) againft Himfelf. Do yoir::: 
walk humbly with your God ? Do you ac — 
knowledge your utter unworthinefs in hi^ 
fight ? Do you confefs the original corruption 

(/) Numb xxiii. 19.-2 Pet. ii. 9, (f) Prov. xi. ^• 

(r) James, ii. 13^ Matth* vi. 15. 

' of 



On the Extent of genuine Religion. 317 

your nature, and your numberlefs tranf- 
ffions by thought and word and deed of 

righteous laws of your God ? Have you 
[ for fatvation to Chtift, through /whom 
tie man is to be faved ? Have you ^takea 
1 for your Lord and Mafter ? Are old things 
Tid away J and all things become new f Has 

Grace of the Spirit of Chrift tran^ormid 
J into a new creature {s)? Do you pray* 

the continued influence of that Spirit to 
tble you to fhew yourfelf a fincere' fervant 
the Lord Jefus? Do you humbly fubmit 
Lit imaginations and defireis td hiB go(jp«l^ 

you ftrive to love what he commands* you 
love, and cheerfully to renounde^wiwii bfe 
bids ? Follow him now, that hia may a*- 
Diwledge you hereafter. If you ard^iaotone 

his faithful followers on earth ;:^!'hc will 
ly you and caft you out at theKgrettt iday. 
ve Him with your whole hearty: humjbly 
i ftedfaftly ferve Him here ; aiad H* wUl 
n you before affembled angels, and receive 
u for ever into glory. , 



SERMON XV. 

On Prefumptuous Plans. 

([Preached at the Commeucement of a liew Ycar.J j 



James, iv. 13 — ty. 

Co to now^ ye tifat fay ; " To-day^ or to-mor-^ 
^ row J we will go intofucb a City^ andcon^ 
" tlnue there a Tear^ and buy and felly and 
^ getGain^^ Whereas ye know not what Jball 
le on the Morrow. For what is your Life t 
It is even a Vapour^ that appearetb for a 
little Time^ and then vani/betb away. For 
that ye ought to fay ; " If the Lord willy we 
^^ Jball live and do this or that^ But now 
ye rejoice in your Boqjiings : allfuch Rejoicing 
is Evil. Therefore to him that knoweth 
to do good^ and doeth it not ; to him it is 
Sin. 

npHE Scriptures abound with admonitions 

calculated to undeceive mankind re- 

fpefting the importance and the natural effedls 

.of wealth. If riches increafe^ faith the warn* 

ing 
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is^ trofcr^of the OW Teft ai i i ent ^ifit mt your 
heart upon them. - Let not the rich man glory in 
- his riches : he that trujleth in his riches Jhall 
fall. He that trtifteth in f the abundance of his 
riches ^Jirengtheneth himfelf in his wickednefs. 
Give me not riches ; leji I be full^ and deny 
ihee^ and fay^ who is the Lord [a] ? In the 
New Teftament, the awful exclamation of 
our Saviour, How bmdly Jhall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom efGod [b)^ would 
of itfelf be fufKcient, after the moft ample 
deductions which could be required on ac- 
count of the peculiarity of \he occafion on 
whrch it was uttered, to eftablifti by the fanc- 
' tlon of his immediate authority the antece- 
'dent declarations of prophets, and the fub- 
Ycquent teftimony of apoftles, concerning the 
deftrudtive influence of the idol of mankind. 
'That the love of money is the root of all evil ; 
that there is no degree, no fpecies^ of crimi- 
^nality to which the thirft of gold may not 
^rove a fuccefsful incentive ; that they wio 
'^ill be rich^ they who are refolve'd on the 
accumulation of poffeflions, yZ?// into tempta-- 
tion and a fnarCy and into many foolijb and 
hurtful lujls which drown men in deJlruSlion 
and perdition : that, while fome have coveted 

(a) PfaJm Ixii. lo. Jer. ix. 23. Prov. xi. 28. Pf. lii. 7. 
Prov. XXX. 8, 9. [b) Mark, x. 23, ' 
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iffitf^ weeStb^ they have erred frtffn the fciSf^^* 
and pierced ibem/elves through with manfjfot^^^ 
ro'U>Sj they hav? apoftatized fh>m Gbrifti2l*i'-\ 
nity and overwhelmed themfelvcs whh rt^'^ 
morfe, anguifli, and defpairr this iVtheti^"' 
corded refiilt of the judgement and experience 
of St. Paul {t). But among the facfcd imi^^ 
ters there is no otie more frequent dc ihotti^ ' 
energetic than St. James in denuhciatidiA^'^ 
agahift tranfgreflbrs, whom riches plurige fhW' I 
enormities. The two leading fourdes bfevit,^^^ 
which are reprefented in the infpired wri- 
tings ais derived from the influence of richik 
over the heart, are worldly-mindednefs, andf 
felf-dependence. Againft thefe fortreffei 61^ ,^ 
guilt, fometimes battered feparately, f6mc< . 
times aflailed in the fame onfet, the facred ' 
artillery of Scripture is unremittingly idi- 
reded. 

In the verfes immediately under your con-^'^ 
lideration the apoftle points the vehemence, *| 
of his attack againft felf-dependence. Go to^[, 
noiv^ ye that fay ^ " To-day or to morrow we vntt 
*' go intojUch a city^ and continue there a year^ ^ 
** and buy and/ell^ and get gain^ Whereas ^ye ^ 
know not what'Jhall be on the morrow. For 
ivhat is your life f It is even a vapour that ap^ 
peareth for a little, time^ and then vanijbetb , 

{c) 1 Tim.vi* J, 10. 

8 away. 
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Miu^ ' Fmt tbaiiyi ought to fay :. If the Lord 
'mli^m^jballdQ. ibis or that, But. ngiv ye rt^ 
Old im your bBqftings ;:Mllfuch rejoicing is evil. 
Tiwefore to bim tboL knowetb do do good, and 
ioetb it not; to' him it is Jin. 

Tbefe words conaprehejid feveral lefibns 
highly important in^ themfeWes, and dofeiy 
coqne^ed with. each other. My iatentionas 
to ibt them before you in order ;. and to npf- 
pdythem, one hy one, under the bleiliag, q£ 
Go4, to. your edification. . . i. 

r. ,p9 to nowj^ye that fays " ^Ordayt or tOr 
^^nKfroWf we, "mill go intofucb <i,city ; ^ndcouv 
^tintdfi thfre a jear^ ,and buy and fell^ find 
^^ git again J^ J;a,th\i8 paflage St. James directs 
bi^ reproof againft that diipofitionfo common 
amopg men, ^o.^fprm diftant and prefump^ 
luous plans. Did you know nothing m^orp 
concerning human life than is to be colieded 
from the ordinary language which refounds 
id our dwellings and . our ftreets ; you migh|t 
conclude that every circumftance in this 
world is capable of being fixed and fettled 
beforehand by us almoft, if not altogether, to 
I certainty. You ^ear men exprefling their 
purpofes refpeding their future proceedings 
n terms, which fcarcely admit the fuppofi* 
iohthut there can be any doubt whether the 

Vol. I. • Y fcheme 
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4^hcme?ion. sovrhkh thef medkaKie^>vHlI^ be W« 
c^^Ii(hedi if a:perfoa ineti^n^^^ jobtfiief 
j»rhich/he pnopofes f (TAiiidcrtake Cmne; fchobflfc 
henc^ce^; bow ufiialvis it for hiii^toc;^btk«of^& 

^y^kMn i)4s QWfiilpowJen,. and JLOabe; dmideti 

jAerelyby/tiis-'Owii inclination;, ilf -fittjui^, 

?ox?ibme odjiCTTchangc eof-^^ckeilmftattot^fr^ 

Tjent/hmitfiro*in:^executi^^ bis^ defiig^t'^ bo^i^ 

«ady> i«f be tor-gWet way: to frctfoltefi, ^ Aidf^ 

adopt jthe dangoage of jdifaippoiiitttieid^^^ 

though lie: iisd expeiienced fbttie ^ftfiaftg* aSfl 

mmifuial. event- <5ontraiy to the' 'ritttftraf tiid^ 

jof joft expeftation. Others yott^a#>^dl:^ 

.in terms^ equally confident cQncei^iiiiig^{)^t^s 

ffiaf moFC diftant^ One |>erfon intbHfis^, 

that when he (hall have employed t^tt"^tfr^ftiWe 

futurcT^ears in making himfelf matfkrWP^fe 

.4rirfe orjprofeffion at the pbce where* h^ nw 

.isfidea;. he fliall rcmore lo ftidi^ai4ro3e^fi,<Xw: 

into the neighbourhood of fucbaihatiiifadK»^, 

>i*rhe!re like others before him, heihi?l|tfpe«l% 

:'icquiw a fortune. Ajioth«r'obferrc8i:that/a&^ 

}be ihaU have conduced his tafine&iumibhis 

irfiildceiii Iwho I are - :nQvz \ . icaiiceb^^ .j^dnr^rwiri 

:bey$)iia4 i«ifaii(^y9i> are abletO'fafceitkpinltMlagi- 

•tfaentifjoff it,\UpOflf Ithemfelve8^.jb he tflrMlnthch 

^wthdrawirOTn vibe conc«-n^ -anrfifl^ittienjijr 

Aiui)fol£»»^-i<^fi^tc&a(ftd-rtrtic€tfem Ano^ 

.birfw" ^^ wearicft 



^rifss; 70U wkh a dttiil of the. alteratioai 
^fa^^ be joicant * to: xarrf uttco eid^y 
I- the manner Id ^which be defigns lo 
^:.vhen upon the death dffom^ tdMioti, 
phefent neither old Bor t»heii}thyv lie ihall 
letftt an addition to bis ^{lat«/ Anolbii* is 
iii>iied in laying plans fcF the flifpbfel- of it 
(ceilion of daughters in niiarriage : andtdh 
i| that when he ihal) faa](Eefettled the youcg- 
^ Jbe (ball detach bimfelfifromtbc large ci^ 
<^ fockty in whith he deems it neceffiiiy 
continue until that obje£t ii altaihe^, and 
^U rempve into a more private andqliiet part 
fbe <rountry. Thefe ' renrotc porpofes art 
^ with decifion and uncontern, as though 
ey^coutd be completed to-morrow^ 'Or if 
,|l8xpre£Bpn, alluding to a^ poifible ' unccr- 
nty in human adairs, be interwoven: it is 
Df often accompanied with a tone add a 
wntenance which evince that it comes not 
^ the hearty but k inferted only to pro- 
r>ye , appearances. The end to which St* 
HKies intimates that thefe fchemes are inoft 
nhnonly direded is gain. It is- the end 6f 
r purfuits of mod men. Our blefied Lotid 
jaked upon. riches with an eye very diffcr^fot 
Ma that of the world* He law, that th^ 
^nerally proved grievous hiodracnces ten r«» 
pQiu To that memorable expKffioii9 Itai 
Y a whif^h 
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which he avers that, but for the grace of 
Vod wit,h whoin all- things are poffible, thejr 
would prpye themfelves infuperable obftaclcs 
in the path of fiilvation, I have already had 
occafion to refer. At another time he de- 
Xcribes riches by the names of /A^? Mammon of 
^unrigbteoufnefs^ the unrighteous Mammon] 
' becaufe tliey. are fo continually abufed topur- 
* ^ppfes of unrighteoufnefs, to covetoufnefs,. to 
.pride, to diffipation, to-ftnfuality, to cpirup- 
tian. Yet on this dangerous acquifition what 
laultitudes fet then* hearts ! The hope of ob- 
taining syealth, pr of indulging in the eiajoy- 
ment Jof.it>, enfnares men into forgetfuloelsof 
':,Gpd, into difregard of falvation, into gjuiky 
. ^pnterprlfes and purfuits, into deliberate fraud 
^and open, violence : and is one of the princi- 
pal caufes of that daring; felf-dependence, that 
*PCO.ud fecurity,. which encourage them pre- 
jfumptuoufly to form fchemes of diftant exe- 
..cution, to vlXIqv great Jweliing words ofvanitj} 
jtand tQ triumph long beforehand in the fup- 
ADofed accomplifhment of their 'extravagant 
t^expettations, as though they were theoi- 
^ieives entrufted with ihe management of earth 
\^}^ Its Concerns, and exalted biygnd tne 
Wach of opp6{iti9n from their fellow-creatures 

^*nd of control from above. 

r ■■ ':i- -:t: ... :'-• ^ ■ .>. . . 
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Oft PreJvtnptmH ^i^^tH^ i^i-S 

IL The next obferyatipn furaifh^d Jb^ the 
text proves the extw.me folly^ of fujcb preium^- 
tion* Ye know not wbatJhaU- be on^ thcj^or^ 
row. For what is your life f It is even a va^ 
four that appear^etb for a little time^ hnd- then 
yanijhetb away. 'Take, thine eqfe ; faid tlje' 
rich man to his foul. Thou bqfi rnwb goo^ 
4(^idupfor many years. Eaty^drink^ ^^fiT^f 
merry. Bui what faid (^od^\ Thou^ j^?/' 
This night JJjall tk^ foul be required Oj\the£ [a^* 
Suppofe your plans free from thofe caufes Q^ 
failure, which the world^ willipg^*a,§ it \vejre 
to exclude God froai the govqrrin^eixt.of nU 
own works, denominates accide/jfaj events* 
Suppofe every precaution which prudence 
can idevife to have been adopted fot*' the fur- 
theraivce of your defigns, Suppofe forjuni^ 
a the phrafe is, to (mile upon ybij. ' Qupp(^ 
every thing, to fpeak after the manner of meiL 
to turn out well. Have you any j^rtalnW of 
the fulfilrnqnt of your wi{h?8 ? "Hay^ you 
the ffighteft ajTurance that you have in |*iea- 
lity advanced one ftep toward^ the attaiii- 
ttt^ntof your 6bje<5: ? "' I look not fprw'ard^^ 
' you reply, " to dlftarit' years. The .cbppfete 
•^ fiiccefs of my undertaking is cl6(e it Jbiaiid^ 
**' To-morrow it, will' be within my grafp.^^ 
Boq/l not thyf elf 6fto^ntor row' 2/0/ thou knowejl 

(d) Luke, iii. 19, 20. , , 

Y3 not 



not "u^af a day may bring forth (ir).' Death 
ttttit^ : dtid' An a thcmient Twceps aw^y thee 
arid th^ plaris for ever./ As for man- his 'days 
^e as g^dfs : hs a flower of thej^eld^fh he 
'jffoiiirifhith:^ For the wind paffeih over it ^ and 
It is gbne"^-: and the place thereof fhdll know it 
il>t i!>7^r(^ *(/).' Clan ticlie.s bribe dfeath^ cnr^milbe 
a' bkVgain witft the tomb ? As theftdwirof 
the f^rdfs fhcAl ibe ridh man pafs awtiy. Tor 
the fun is no Jobher rifen with a burning heat 
fid it witi>ei^eth the grafsy arid th^ flower 
y^erioffalfkih, and the grace of the fafhiori [df 
it^hirifketb : fo dlfo Jhall the rich man fade 
W^jK (^)i During ^he period which has elapfed 
ifi^ce 1 firft undertook the offiqe of inftru^- 
Ing y6u, however imperfectly yet accordfng 
"to the extent of my knowledge, in the word 
dlr God and the gofpel of his Son \ how many 
3(che,mie^ and projefls formed by-^ your ^nei^h- 
fcbilrs ahd by your telationV have been diicoti* 
ccrted by death ! How many perfonsi^* ?^hoD^ 
ifitbccemvc year^ I Have beheld arid addre0cd 
irbrai this place, haye vanifhed from jimong 
the thildren of men, and have left their i(la* 
tions to W fi(lled by you! Where are joow 
ihe j^lahs to which many of them haicl ^iveb 
;tlp their hearts: the conBdeixt exbeftsttioris 

{$) Prov. xxvii. I. (/) Pfalm piy. 15, i6. (^} J^mes, i, 
ID, II. 
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bpfoqa^-l the h^^ltlj 4pd JjepgtK pC^4^^ Y^}?k^^ 
.tti^y. hacj, pramifed th.?w%lve^.£^aj;^,tff|^y 
iHo^ldv ciijoy ! All ,.^ :.uttjerl)r^a^^ai).^ep^ 
vT[^e ;pta, the exp^aa^Qii^^ T the^^p^i^na^fe 
are.flft more And^jlj^eyv^w^^ fojf|p^d.^iV^ 
^J^ftied them, for p€jy^ ii\ta.^nftr 

ii^r^|;i«e,opf -beings aj^ %wfifiUfg ^.f^urrec^ 
Hon ^fl^r^ or a refurre^l^n,^ da^rialio?:^ If 
other warnings are ineffed;uai ; receive^ i^^- 
j^ru^lon . JTrpnii your departed parents and 
^near |^indrgd._ Think what v^^quld bp the 
M they would oow convey tp 

.yo^r, ears, ^ were it noffible that from their 
jMref^t. ajbode they could hold QOffithujiic^ 
tioh with you. For what u xomlife f TsU 
^pta vapour thatpajjith away- f Who is there 
among us thaf can afllire himfelf that hefliaU 



i\^.i\i 



ll^e.the clofe of the ycar^ \vhich is now be- 
gtr^'^j W hOj b there a rnong usj' qiy brethren, 
that can promilc to himfelf that he Ihall be 
^.ioainiio^mprr^^ in the land of th^ living ? 
* We may at} he alive to-morrow. But thit 
"Wi^ who a^re^now aOembled together ihajl jiqt 
afl be alive ^^ when twelve months fliall havjc 

jppl^^fe <??Mf fey ^ ^m^ mm^ 

ihall before that time, be numbered with the 
' dead •/ 'Who xi tha^rperioiu . fevery oiip, p^ us 
^ ; ^ Y4 may 
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may look up to heaven in aweful , fuipenfe^ 
and fay. Lord ! is it I ? Learn then througln.. 
the grace of .Gody& to number your days^ tbct^. 
yau may apply your hearts unto 'wifdom [h\^- 
Form no plans in your own ftrength. Forin 
no diftant jplans. Form one plan, and one 
plan only, with folicitude ; and let that plaa 
be to be religious. On earth you are (o^ 
journcrs and pilgrims. Of the world ta 
come you will be inhabitants for ever. 7'ie 
things that arefeen are temporal ^ the thingi^ 
that are not feen are eternal (/)• If you .{vbq 
i^pt yet a true fervant of Chrift Jefus ; if yau^ 
have not yet that genuine faith which wqrk^ 
eth by love ; if it be not yet your meat and 
drifiky your fupport and your eomfort, fted- 
faftly to live unto God and unto Chrift, h^r 
bituiaily to ftrive in every particular to perform 
at all hazards as an obedient and afFe(^ionate 
fon the tvili of your heavenly Father : feek 
tfife grace of GiDd while yet it may be found. 
"I^tje prefent year naay look upon your gtave. 
. . . . • • . • . ' ' » 

III. The.apqftle, in the next place, teaches 
us what is the frame of mind, with which 
^U our purpofes (hould be formed. Ve oughts, 
to Jay;, ff the Uird willj we Jball do this or^ 
tbat.^ Ixi all our undertakings, in all our ia-«— 

V ! («J PfiiMn, xt. la* < \l) 2 Cor. iv> iS. 

^^.A tention^ 
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*t:itions and our profpeds, let us ffem6mbct^ 
Kat God is the Mafter, that we are the fcr- 
'atits ; that we are nothing, that God is every 
thing. He fitteth in the heavens, and-Iiis 
kingdom ruleth over all. He lifteth up, i^w4 
he cafteth down : the difpofal of the Xol i* 
^ith Him : and in his hands arc the iffues of 
ife and death. He is the God of all power: 
r^o Him we ought in all things cheerfuTly td^ 
i^ibmit ourfelves. For what can 'Man do 
^gainft Him? What can nun db withoiff 
H[im ? How ihall any plan take efFeft blit fey' 
:^s fupport ? How ftiall any plan fait, If itliKfe^ 
Supported by Omnipotence ? He is the' Gfbil' 
Df all wifdom. Man is loft in ignoraticC.' 
He knows not what obje(5ls to puffue. Hcf. 
knows not what mealufes will contribute' to 
the fuccefs of his purfuit. How fhall 'he' 
choofe aright ? How (hall he dire<3: his fteps, 
aright ? By committing himfelf to his Makcii 
Set -your affedions on thofe ibjefisi 1*^ieli' 
God in his holy word points out 'as aldiie 
worthy of a Chriftian's regard, Purfue them on 
thofe principles, and by thofe mtithods, wMich 
the fame holy word enjoins as alone lawful to 
a ChriRian. Then will the Spirit 6F GHrii, 
the Spirit of Wifdom, maintain yoii undeir'hig 
unerring guidance. God is thie Ood' of ill ■ 
goodnefs. It i$ he who pf his. own isM ^unty 

has 
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avoidable, is an apology for neglea:"arid 
tranfgreffion. The linacs even of comparative 
ignorance God may have winked at. Btrt nerW 
commands he every man every where to tc- 
penL You may have been, and it is probable 
that moil of you have been, of the nunibi^ of 
thofe who have again and agaiti committed 
that very fin, concerning which St. James dtf- 
courfes in the paiTage which you have heard. 
Refledl:, and call yourfelves to an acc6tifit. 
Confider whether you have not indufged 
yourfelves in the habit of laying pfansE in- 
cluding a large fpace of time, and of ttiokitjfg 
forward to cxpedled events ftill at a diftancss 
without a due and lively fenfe of the uncer* 
,rainty and the (hortnefs of life, the vanity df 
all worldly wifdom, and the perpetual changes, 
impofTible to be forefeen by man, to which all 
human affairs are every moment expofed ; in 'a 
word, without a faithful and lively reidleaibn 
of the overruling providence of God,a cfaeerfiil 
fubmiflion to His counfels, and a grateful' de- 
pendence on Him alone for ftrengtb, pro- 
tedion, and fuccefs^ Confider whether tb^r 
, language, when you have communicated ybur 
dcfigns to others, has not been a counterpjuii 
in fpirit if not in expreffion, to that ot^II« 
boafters in the days of St. James, who aitb- 
gantly declared their intentions of goifig 19 

traffic 
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fens as to ctrtain events, prefumption which 
ie had already fhewn to be the height of 
oily, is equally to be ftigmatifed as guilt 
fc/ ntm) ye rejoice in your hoajlings : all fucb 
t^cifig is ^iL The prefumptuous men, to 
Hiom his epiftle was in the firft inftance ad- 
tcffed, prided themfelVes in their felf-^e- 
f^dcncej and openly' ^ took jpleafure and 
ptumphed in their Vahi-gWrious boaftings. 
Veil would it have befen for the Chrifiiau 
irtSlrld, if the fpirit of thofe vauntets had died 
tfth them ! Well is it fbr yourfelves. If ' tio 
iortioh of it has defcended unto you ! Every 
Ifc^ree, even the fmalleft degree, of fu^li 
Kiirtiph, of fuch confidence, is fin* Fof 
pi^lfat is' it, but to exalt man againfl:his IVjaker^ 
p graitify human arrogance at the expence of 
rti^ glory of God ? Is it not fin to refufe un- 
equivocally to fubmit yourfelf to the goverrir 
rtrtrtit of infinite power : of th^at infinite power 
♦jfhich moulded you out of nothing, and con- 
ferred upon you thofe very faculties which yow 
ate employing aslnftrumentsof difobedience? 
[s it not fin to refufe to refign yourfelf to the 
direction of i-afinite wifdom ; of that infinite 
(ortfddm "Which has unceafingly djfj9|laye^ i|:felf 
ih" brbviding for your welfare; and,has;der 
'^fmH for yoiir dfelivifaiice from fin arici death 
eternal ia plaii of redemption fp ftupcndous 
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ing the offence. By whatever clouds yotir 
mind may heretofore have been obfcured, you 
now ktio^ that wbieb is good: and, if yoo 
doit not, to you it is fm. Be coaicientioui 
m afiting conformably to the full extent of 
your knowledge. Be careful for nothing, 
except faith and holinefs* Seek iirft the kiogr 
dom of God and His righteoufnefs ; and aH 
(things eflential tp your earthly welfare ihall 
be added unto you. Stretch not your thou]^ 
forward to remote plans of worldly intercft^ 
In i^ir your plans remember that the JLprd 
God Omnipotent reigneth, and diftributeth, 
all things to every man feverally as He wijl. 
Leave all things in His hands, with gratitude 
forHispaft mercies, with undoubting reliance 
on His wifdom and his love. In difcourj[in|; 
concerning your future purpofes, be not 
ajbamed when it concernetb thy foul. Let it 
be vifible, unoftentatioufly yet clearly vifiSlc,,. 
that you refer and commit every event to the 
good pleafure of your Father who is in hca-. 
Ten. Why takeji thou thought^ why art thou 
difquieted with anxiety ; for the morrokff^ . 
Tbe morrow fhall take thought for the things of 
iifelf Why ftraineft thou thine aching eyes 
in fpeculating on airy phantoms ? Why*, 
buildeft thou for thyfelf vifionary palaces 
amidft the vapours that hang on the extremity 
I of 
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*--*ord, if you refufe to pray, like Him, iti tht 
Rncerity bf your foul j Father ! Not nfyviitt 
f>txt tbint be done? 

V. The infpired penman, having thus fet 
forth the pronenefs of men prefumptuouHy 
to promife to them'felves the fuccefs of diftant 
fchemes and undertakings, the folly arid the 
firifulnefs of fuch condud, and the fubmiffive 
^and pious temper of mind with which 'the 
*plans and purpofes of a Chriftian mufi be 
'accompanied; concludes the fufejefk with' a 
nioft imf)ortant admonition. therefore U 
' Bim that knoweth to do good^ and doeth It not; 
'to, him it is Jin. \ ,The knowledge ^ofoiiV di^ty, 
(Tnce the Giver of good gifts offers to all 
men ability to perform that which tKey know 
him to require, takes away all pretences for 
not performing, it, and leaves us without ex- 
cufe. If I bad ?iot come and fpoken unto tbtrn^ 
faid Qhrift, they had not bad Jin : but now th^y 
have no doke for their fin. If ye were blind ; 
if you had not the natural capacity of under- 
ftafiding your duty, or if you had never pof- 
' feiTed the means of afcertaining the virill of 
* God ; yefdould have no fin. But now ye fay ^ 
Wejhe .'therefore your fn remajneth [1). Ig- 
norance, ilot if it be. wilful, but, ifit be un- 

'{/)'John^ix. 4J. XV. 22. ^ " - 

.. / avoidablei 
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^lyoidable, is an apology for negled: '^rid 
twnfgrefficm. The times even of comparative := 
ignorance God may have winked at. Btrt ricm - 
commands be every man every where to re — 
penL \ You may have been, and it is probabli^ 
that moft of you have been, of the nunib^r d?' 
thofe who have again and agahi committee? 
th?H v^ry fin, concerning which St* James 'diC- 
courfes in the paffage which you have htfarA 
Reflci^:, and call yourfelves to an acc6tiht. 
<5pftfider whether you have not indulged 
yourfelves in the habit of laying plans in- 
cluding a large fpace of time, and of Ibofcitig 
forward to cxpedled events ftill at a diftaiite 
without a due and lively fenfe of the unccr- 
.rainty and the (hortnefs of life, the vanity of 
all worldly wifdom, and the perpetual changes, 
impoflible to be forefeen by man, to which all ' 
human affairs are every moment eitpofed ; in a 
word, without a faithful and lively reidleClion 
of the overruling providence of God,a cheerful 
fubmiflion to His counfels, and a grateful <jt^- 
pendence on Him alone for ftrcfngth, prp- 
tedion, and fuccefs. Confider whether f&it 
_ language, when you have communicated ybur 
dcfigns to others, has not been a counterparty 
in fpirit if not in expreffion, to that m^^ 
boafters in the days of St. James, who ai'tci- 
gamiy declared their intentions of goiftg 19 

traffic 



ft,y^Q;fprjft year in thiaor ia that <:ity with 
^^^^rojJt9J).j?9a,6dence a«. .though there had' not 
jj^^ft^; a God tocoatrpjul or to eut th^tii.>off. 
^piidcr A^hct^er, if on fuch occafions you 
.Ji^j^^ ,if)trodiu:ed fome .mention of refeisencfc 
*tp Jl|fiir4ivine .pleafiice ^ and . pcrmifficrn, ^^die 
3<^p5f;^^9i} of refignatioixand dependence' has 
,j6b^,w^ y^a^p[^ly. from yonr heart 5 i ^rhas boiti 
fk^golfi.^Qd formal Mphrafe produced only to 
^fv^Q^f^^a, decorous. jappearance among meti. 
ijJJoj^^; your . confeieace- reply that in i^rk 
^^d, igrlariguage yon have irefembFed thofe 
^j^^renj^f priije.? I fear v):hat you l«ive4i>- 
J^^^tOipfea^ in es^tenuation. on the ground of 
Jga9i;^ncf^ In ,this , country, and in- yoiir 
^Jm^at^op, you cannot have remained vetlially 
|gI|(:;^i;^t:.of your daisy.- . In this country, and 
jigt j^piir ikuation, in proportion as you have 
J^^a jjiggg^ant, you have been ignorant wit- 
|jj||^y^j..^H<i«^hle yxpurfelves and repent^ ' In 
^tjb^^.ijc^c^rity of humiUatton and peniteiuSe 
fiippmate the Father of mercies,- that through 
tM a^pn^n^nt aadr.the interceffion of ti^^ 
-,J^9j^d[,J^^f..yoOT^ fm may be blotted out : 
th^t bC^^ >i?^^^ fake >tfee ,|)refumptu0ua devi- 
f^rVi .^-:.X9^ '^^^^^-^^'^' t^e^ hoaftfqlv bti- 

f']i^^ fii^.ypur Ups n^ay ibefw 
?E &W ^^y ^ b«e ,b^.ftpw.«d apoo yoti s;4y 
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log the offence. By whatever clouds yoin r 
mind may heretofore have been obfcured, you^ 
nam knovf that which is good: and, if yc«. 
do it not, to you it is fm. Be conicientioua 
in aiding conformably to the full extent of 
your knowledge. Be careful for nothing, 
ejurept faith and holinefs. Seek firft the king- 
dom of God and His righteoufnefs ; and aH 
(diings effentiaJ tp your earthly welfare ihall 
.be added unto you. Stretch not yourthou^ts 
forward to remote plans of worldly intered 
In ^ your plans remember that the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth, and diftributeth. 
all things to every man feverally as He wilL 
Leave all things in His hands, with gratitude 
forHispaft mercies, with undoubting reliance 
on His wifdom and his love. In difcourfing 
concerning your future purpofes, be not 
ajbamed when it concerneth thy foul. Let it 
be vilible, unoftentatioufly yet clearly vifible^ 
that you refer and commit every event to the 
good pleafure of your Father who is in hea- 
Ten. Why takejl thou thought^ why art thoi 
difquieted with anxiety ; for the morrow 
The morrow fhall take thought for the things 
iifelf Why ftraineft thou thine aching e) 
in fpeculating on airy phantoms ? W 
buildeft thou for thyfelf vifionary pal? 
amidft the vapours that hang on the extfer 
I 
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^ the iky ? Thou haft" here no continuing 
^^^^ Seek one to come. Seek an houfe not 
^^tuk with bands ^ eternal in the heavens : a city 
iktving foundations y whofe builder and maker ft 
Oudi^).^ ' 

:<:^inaiiy: remember that theconcludrng ad- 
minlitidn which St. Jatiies has fo pertinently 
^p^lied to the immediate fubjefk of his diif- 
^tttirfe, Is'in its nature a general precept, 
^f3^1t<ikble X6 every branch and circumftance 
>T'disty:' Whether faith or pradice, whethet 
liJitrlnes to be received, tempers to be che- 
iflidd, ' or ad:iohs to be performed, be in 
J^rltfftfpri': v^h ether to govern or to ferve, ' to 
-droiir or to endurfe, to glorify God through 
^lite^"t«ord jfefus by evil reportN or^by gooS 
^ejjiJtf, by life or by death, be the offipe 
::o" Which the Chriftian is called forth : it 
b' 'equally and univerfally true, that, to him 
fba( knoiveth to Jo gopd and doeth it not^ to 
htfii it is Jin. Reftridt not to fpecial oocafionSj^^ 
circumfcribe not by unwarranted limitations, 
a precept compifehenfive as the fpherc of 
h^iman agency. Are you weary of well- 
doing? Are you f6licitous to curtail the re- 
qiiiried tribute of obedience ? Are you incUuied 
to^ chprilh ignorance, or to diflfembk know- 

^ • (w) 2 Cor. V. 1. Hebr. x\. 10* 

^OL. I. Z • ledge, 
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Icdgg, if you may thus efcape from the ob^ 
gatiqn of rendering an additional teftimonj 
of love and gratitude to God ? Is there artjr 
love, any gratitude, in the bofbm where 
fuch thoughts are harboured ? Is there any 
fenfe of equity in that bofom ? Has thy Cre- 
ator merited thus at thine hand! Has He 
been a niggard in His mercies to thee ? Has 
He pared away from thy portion cv^ry fuper- 
fluity of comfort ? When thou waft in bon- 
^dage to fin and death eternal ; did His power 
make no exertion, did His wifdpm devife no 
counfel, did His goodnefs fuggeft no facrifice^ 
for thy fake ? Out of thine own mouth fliall 
thou be judged, thou wicked fervant ! Js^i* 
tbcfree-will offerings of the heart ? Is thiS:to 
ferve God not grudgingly^ and ^,s it were ofne* 
ceffity? What is the language of . genuine 
gratitude, of genuine love? I am thfiMil 
have longed after thy precepts. With my wbolt 
heart have Ifoaght thee. In the path of thy 
commandments do I delight. Thy word is very 
pure :■ therefore thy fervant loveth it.. I love 
thy commandments above gold^ yea above fn^ 
gold. I rejoice at thy word as one thatfndetb 
gfcatfpoil. I efleem all thy precepts concerning 
all thiitgs to he right. All thy commandment 
arc right eoufn cfs , that my voays were direSed 
to keep thyfatutes I Thenjhall I not be ajhamei 

.-. ^v when 
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^ben Ibanje reJ^eSt unto all thy command^- 
'Kmt7{n). If you lay claim to the denomiilaticifn 
3f a difciplc of Jefus Chrift, be it in every point 
Mid on every occafion your main concern to 
yfil yoftr known duty tothe Father, the Son, 
md the Holy Ghoft ; and your duty to yout 
Eieighbour, as a branch of your duty to Godi 
Without that ftedfaft concern, you poffeft 
n6t the difpofitioh of a Chriftian. If, through 
the renovating influence of divine grace, you 
bi^e attained by effedual prayer this regetie- 
rate frame of foul; and if, through the fame 
grace, you hold it faft unto the end : then are 
yoVL'in Cbfift a new creature." Theii have yoii 
fe^pttiral authority for your hopes tKati ^ll^- 
ffier in the courfe of the prefent yeaf yoii 
Qiall be numbered with your fathers, or (hall 
bfe preferved unto the dawning of another, 
youihall be found of your Lord in peace, 
aind be accepted through the righteoufnefs 

ofChrift. 

i-.-:« ; -A . '.■■■'■■ 
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SERMON XVL 

On itit Guilt and the Confequenccs of de- 
fi^P^firig the Divine Threatemngs. 






GENESIS, XIX.. 14. 



\/^fki Lot went outy and /pake unto bis Sq^s-^* 

■ ^i'ii^ ^bicb . :fnarr^d.Ms Daughters ,, ^d 

JSfi^: *' Upiget<yQV\out of this Plax:e i jf 

^^^ tbt Lord ^11 dejiroy this City.'' But 

'■:- -he Jeemed as one that mocked unto ins SofU^ 

- jnhw. 

1\/[AN, fallen from original holinefs, dark- 
■ * cried in his undcrftanding and perverted 
ki his defires, transforms bleffings into evils. 
Th« means of happinefs configned by the 
divine goodnefs to his application becomei 
under his blind and unhallowed management, 
caufes and inftrurrients of ruin. The food, 
iby Which his body is to be fuftained in health 

9 and 
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id vigour, he employs to pamper Inteoiper* 
ice ; and corrupts into a fource of difeafe^ 
F weaknefs, of anguifh, of decay. From 
le word of God, the bread of life, he con»- 
ives to extrad poifon. Expert in devifiag 
iifchief againft himfeif, he draws from the 
)uifiitaiQ of pure dodrine and ivifLillied 
ghteoufncfs imaginary cordials fpr un^ 
tiriftian opinions-, and imaginary palliatives 
>r unchriftian pradices^ Unlearned and //»- 
able^ be wrejis at prefent, as in the days of 
t. Peter, the Scriptures to bis own deJiruElion. 
a no inftancc is the depraved j)erverfenef8 of 
be humaa mind more glaring than in the 
bttle of the long-fufFering. mercy pfOod. 
The divine forbearariCP,, deferring froia time 
o time the already prcftr^^ed venggftnce; 
HTolonging the hitherto negkded interval of 
>robation ; raifing again and agaia with Icmdei: 
ummons the hitherto unregarded .call to re^ 
)entance ; renewing and enlarging the hither*^ 
a dffpifed means and wafted opportunities 
)f grace : is beheld as miniftering encourage- 
Dent to carelefTnefs in (in. Man, pbftinajb^y 
lifenfiblre to the accuftomed difpenfatipns 
tf' mercy, hardens himfeif againft extiraordi- 
i^ry interpofitions of Providence; and will 
iot repent and believe, though on^ Jhould rife 
rom th^ de(idy uor though an angpl jSipuld 
7^3 bear 
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bear to him a fpecial warning from the Mo/? 
High. 

Among the different nations which^.in jhc 
days of Abraham, inhabited the land of Q<^ 
jiaan, the people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
were diftinguifhed by fuperiority in wickeci*' 
nefs. The cry of the cities arofc tmto 
heaven; and called for vengeance on die 
grievoufnefs of their fin; The long-fuflfering 
of God was exhaufted : the feafon of .trial - 
was fulfilled : the hour of mercy was paftj; 
the fl:orm of fire and brimftone was ready to 
defcend. Among thefe habitations of guilf 
Lot, the nephew of Abraham, had been un^*^ 
happily induced, by the fruitfulnefa of the-^ 
funrounding country, to take up his abode*- 
He was ay^ and righteous many faith St. 
Peter ; and in feeing and hearing ve^ed his^ 
ri^htedus foul from day to day nvitb their un-^ 
lawful dcids{a\ In confideration of hi* 
general righteoufnefs, and from tender regard 
to Abraham, God mercifully pardoned the 
criminal conduit of Lot in continuing to* 
dwell in lb impious a region ; and detettniiied 
by a fpecial interpofitioh of providential grace 
to fend him fbrth from the impending de* 
ftrudion. The two angels, the ittinifteTQ «f 
(Jivine wrath, faid unto Lot ; Haft thou any 
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besre iefidts f Son^in-law^ and tbyfonsy andj. 
^hy daughters J and whdtfoever thou bajl in 4bt{ 
cky^ bring them out of this place. For we it ill 
d^roy this place : becaufe the cry of them is-^ 
'loaxen great before the face of the Lord\ and. 
^bt Lord bath fent us to dejiroy it. The^ 
Words Blled Lot with difmay. That l>is wife 
and his unmarried daughters, inhabitants of: 
His own houfe, and accuftomedto look up to 
i^imfor diredion, would obediently accom- 
f>any his flight, might be no prefumptuoua ex- . 
t>edation» But for his fons-in-law, dwellings 
^part in houfes of their own, and free fro^i, 
Viia control as to the guidance of their per-s 
f onal condud ai?d that of their families, his. 
^eart trembled* He ^vent out and fpakp unjQv 
ihcmy and faid. Up ; git youcut ofthisphcejf^^ 
ibe Lord will dejiroy this city. How was the* 
exhortation received ? He feemedas one tbat^ 
mocked unto bis fons-in law ! His words feemed, 
unto tbem as idle tales : and they believed theni^ 
not. They beheld terror painted in his cpuh-^ 
tenance) they beheld the anxious earneftne^ 
of his demeanour : they heard him j^nnoupc;^ 
nothijig Icfe than utt^?: deftrudion : they h^ardi 
him atmounce it folcmnly in tlie name 01 Qpd^ 
What wars the ^ffedl ? Hardened by the deceitfj 
fulnefs of fin^ they turned from him ag an ynr^ 
welcome difturber of their tranquillity, a trou* 

?4 blefomc 



blefome and unfeafonable. interrupt ei* <:>£ ; theif 
pleafures. They regarded him as a dreamer; 
a felf-apppinted prophet of evil tidings ; a 
, gloomy and over-righteous eathufiaft, fearing 
where no fear was, and needlefsly torment- 
ing himfelf and others by difcourfing of the 
anger of God, when no fuch anger exifted, 
and of judgements and overwhelming ven- 
geance never deftined to take place, Hejkemd 
untv them as one that jnock€d. They defpifi^d 
hiscounfel : they refufed to fly for deliyer-f 
?ince from that feat of corruption : and withki 
the fpace of very few hours, they periihed 
in the univerfal deftrudion of the guilty land. 
I proceed, in humble reliance on the dime 
: bleffing, by which alone religious inftrudien, 
whether public or private, is rendered effica- 
cious, to apply for your edification thofe cir- 
pumftances in the hiftory of Lot and hisfoqs- 
in-law, which are particularly inentioncd iti 
the text. 

Perhaps, ho^yever, you may be difpofed 
to fay within yo'urfelves ; ^' Why reprefent 
*' as applicable to us, the cafe of |he moil der 
*' teftable tranfgreflfors whom the world haii 
^' witnefled ? Are we, like unto them, finners 
f* above all ? Are we the by-word and fcandal 
** of the land ?" Are vv^e, beyond all others, 
^ pptoripus fijr ^iibbeying and difregarding 

^' reli-* 
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*«■ religion ?■' Gftti forbid. But were not all 
things, which were Written aforetime in the 
Scripttfres, written for our learning Is it 
foreign to the purpofe, for which we are a;f- 
f^mliled, to fet before you any example of 
divine indignation poured out upon' wicked- 
Aefs ? Do not two of the apoftles of Chrift, 
St. Peter and St. Jude, apply this very ex- 
ample to you, and to all mankind ? Do they 
riot aver that Sodom and Gomorrah, and the - 
tteighbouring cities, condemned with an ovet^ 
throwi turned into afhes, and fufFering the 
vengeance of eternal fire, are fet forth for aa 
enfaitiple.unto all that afterwards fhall live 
pngodly; an enfample that all who fliall 
thenceforth live ungodly fhall be refferved 
unto the day of judgement to be punllh* 
t^ (3)? Does not our Saviour himfelf apply 
to you and to all men this identical example? 
poes he not folemnly affirm, to his difciples 
concerning all who fhould not hear and re* 
ceive their words ; and confequently contern- 

* ing'all wht) fhould not receive and obey the 
goipel, whoever may be the preacfiiel: of it; 
thsit in the day of Judgement it (hall be more 
tolerablifbr the land of Sodom and Gomor- 

• fah, «han for them {c) ? 

ih)i Pet. Ti. 6-^9. Jude, 7. {c) Matth'/x» 15: 

'•-• /•■••:«-■ - • ■■ -• •■ I. Let 
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I. Let lis in tlie firft place attend to riie' 
exhortation addrfefled by Lot K) his fons-in-^ 
law; Up; get you out of this place : for tbtr 
Lord will defroy this city. 

Confider what was the fituation of thefS 
men. They dwelt in a city fubjedt to the 
. dominion of fm. They had conftantly be- 
fore their eyes the example of numbers liv- 
ing without the feaj: ^f God^ and in the 
groffeft difobedienee to His holy command- 
ments. They were continually exposed to 
the danger of being rendered, by beGCnrin^ 
familiar with wickednefs/ infenfible of the 
heindus guilt of offending God. - They 
dwelt in a city which in confequeiice of its 
finfulnefs deferred immediate deftrudidfv ; in 
a city which, when time and opportunity 
abimdantly fuflScient for trial and repentance 
had been afforded, was devoted to immediate 
deftruftion. The divine mercy flill extended 
t© them one refpite, one opportunity^ one* 
wariiiag more, " To-day, if ye will hear : 
" my voice, harden not your hearts. Flee 
** for your lives. If you linger, you 4re„ un* 
^y done. Get yojU; out of thi^ city ; for.: the 
*' IfOrd will deflroy iti Come put )0f thi^ 
«* qity, that ye receive not^ of *her firis^ ar)d 
♦^ tbWyebepot partafccrft erf her plague^." 
-' - ■•■• ..V •.■^m;-j j .;.: Such 
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Such w^ the ajlmonltlon,. fuch the iDJunc- 
tipOj which God delivered by His angels to, 
the fons- in-law of Lot. ; 

Is there not a real, is there not a near re- 
femblance between the outward condition of 
thofe uahappy men and your own ? You 
dwell in a world which the Scriptures pro- 
nounce to be under the dominion of lin ; a 
world fiibjedl to the power of Satan, the 
pfincc of this worlds the God of this woHd; 
a world to which you are not to belong, a 
worW to which you are not to be conformed, 
a world which you are not to love, a world 
tp which you are to be crucified, a world 
whofe friendfhip is enmity with God. You, 
like the fons-in-law of Lot, are inceflantly, 
obnoxious to the contagion of peftllent. ex- 
ample. You are encircled by multitudes 
living in wickednefs 5 regardlefs of God, 
tirartfgreffing His commandments, negledin^ 
His ordinances, wilfully ignorant of His writ- 
ten word, profaners of His day and of His 
name. With perfons of this defcription you 
ar0 conftrained, more or lefs, by the bufmefs 
of life to aflbciate. You witnefs* their prac- 
tides J you hear their fentlmeht^; you becbiiie 
cbnverfant with their principles. To the in- 
fcdiou^ irtfltjence of thcf^-praftices,- of theftf 
fchtirnents, of thefe principles, you are ex- 

^ pofed 



J4^ Q^tbt Guib (Sind the Confcqutnccs\ 

• ^ • '■ • 

pofed dafy' bjr day. You dwell in a worid 

deferving of deftruflion ; and candemnedi if 
the appointed feafon of repentance fhall have 
paffeci away in vain, to deftrucSion for ever 
4tid ever, to the vengeanc:e . of eternal fire- 
To you, as to the fons in-law of Lot, life and 
the means of falvation are afforded. To you 
the exhortation is ftill addreffed ; " Arife, 
** and flee for your lives. Flee from the 
"*** wrath to come. Save yourfelves from this 
"^'untoward generation. Come forth, and 
^'be ye feparate. Keep yourfelves unfpottcd 
^'from the world, that ye be not condemned 
**'with the world." 

.Such then is your fituatiou. Such is the 
.feuatibn of every one,, who he;ars the foupi 
"df the gofpel. Contagion furrounds you x 
deftrudion lies before you. You are defiled -^ 
miferable, and helplefs. Yet ftill there is ^3 
call of mercy ; ftill there is a way to efcaper^ . 
'The God whom yod have offended place s 
deliverance within your reach. The Son c^i 
God becomes man, and gives' his life to purr^-^ 
chafe your falvation. He commands, he iibi-- 
" vites, he encourages you to fly to Him for 
falvation. He promifes to you not onl;^ 
the pardon of fin, not only the- enlight^niii^ 
^ind fupporting grace of the Holy Ghoit ^ 
bu{ a crown of glory that fadctli not atray^ 

^ king-!^ 
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a kingdom* of blefledoefs itv ..his- fircferie^f -at 
his right-hand', throfighbut/^ternity. This 
is the bleffed hope which he; fcsts before yput 
provided that ydiir- life on voflirth be dedicated 
to 'Him : that you teawS)uAae the worid^rthe 
fieih, axid the devil ;'-that jkM live not utiw 
yourfelves, but urtto Him wtio^ died foi^ yoii; 
At the fame time He forewarns you ia-tenm 
as ftrong as Iffngliage can fupply that, iffoVL 
rcfuie his offered grace, the punifhment; into 
which the fentence of divine juftice is pre- 
pared to plunge you will be proportioned 
to the happinefs which you have obftinately 
and ungratefully renounced: Ithat thete rfe- 
maiheth no nidre facrifice for fin : there re- 
maineth nothing for yoU to eternity but wrath, 
tribulation and anguifh, weeping and wailing 
and gnafhing of teeth ; the lake of which 
the burning flood wherein Sodom and Go- 
morrah were engulphed was an emblem,; the 
lake of fire a'nd brimftone, where the wprm 
dieth not, and the fire is never quenched, • 

11. Confider, in the next place, the mati- 
ner in which the fons in law of Lot received 
his aweful admonition. 

He feemed unto them as on^, that mocked. 

Their condudl difclofes to us their character. 

They bad evidently fee their hearts 01^ ;^e 

?. : . ^ worldly 
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worldly advantages which, in their > apprc* 
hichfion^ attended ; the place where they re- 
fided: and they, made 'little account of its 
^ickicdndkri They iaw that the furrounding 
ijountry, e^e^ jail the plain of Jordan, was 
WfcU watered and luxuriant ; ofiering al^un- 
dani pafturage.at all fe^fons for their flocks 
a4!id herds ^ and promifing a great and con"* 
VmxA increafe of: wealth. They beheld with 
complacency the licentious manners of the 
jqity devoted to conftant revellings .atid riot# 
Like the tnen of . Athens when St. Paul dif^ 
^ourfed of Jefu6 and the refurredion ; ^^ TT^ou 
^ ^^'^^g^Jir faid they to their father, ^yjlrangt 
** things to our ear s.^^ When he defcribed to 
them^ the fudden appearance^ of the angels •; 
they perhaps exclaimed, like Feftus, when 
Paul related the manifeftation from Heaven 
of Jefus Chrift for his converfion, ^yThouurt 
*> itffdc th^elf: much learning doth matt tbet 
^ mady When he teftified to them, that 
God was about to overwhelm the city with 
terrible and extraordinary judgements : they^ 
probably replied in language like that of the 
fcoffera naieniiohed by St. Peter ; f * Where U 
*♦. tbepromife of bis coming h For aUibings caw- 
•*. titme as they m;ere from the beginning of the 
creaiiony^ The loveof profit^ or of ple»- 
^ife,V yii^ded th^r; limxievftandings and leered 
\y: -;i;or;i:^ . their 
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that they look not to niceties of faith, but 
to regularity of conduft : that, aS to holinefe, 
inan is frail and God is merciful : that, with- 
iftit pretending to that unattainable righte- 
otifnefs which is pronounced from pulpits 
and in books of divinity to be eflential tQ 
iaivatipn, righteoufnefs which would put a 
ftop to all the neceflary dealings of life and 
all the tranfadions and intercoUrfe of the 
world, they doubt not but thjt they fhall on 
the whole lead fuch refpedtablc lives as will 
ciititlc them, through the help of Chrift 
making up their deficiencies, to the kingdom 
»bf heaven : and that for fuch perfons as by 
girofs wickednefs fhall altogether fall (hort of 
h^&ven, the goodnefs of God will certainly 
provide fome punifhment more moderate and 
motd reafonable than that which the unre- 
lenting feverity of learned enquirers imagines 
itfelf, and is glad to imagine itfelf, to have 
difcdvered^in the New Teflament. Such are 
the fcornful and daring murmurs, iht great 
fweUing wordsy of many, who, while they 
•all themfelves followers of Chrift, nourifh 
:lie temper and fpirit of unbelievers. Others, 
efs bold in their averfion to the truth as it is 
Q Jefus, are in their hearts little lefs removed 
jban the fcoffers already mentioned from an 
lutoble fubmiflion to the doi^rines and corp- 
Vol, It ""- A a' maiidments 
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appoioted mcthad of falvation ; what numbers 
difregard or defpife them ! When the holy 
commandments of God are explained and en- 
forced as indifpenfably and in every particu- 
lar binding upon every man ; what numbers 
withhold their aflent from the ilridtneis 
of fuch interpretations of the Scriptures! 
When the terrors of the world to come arc 
difplayed, when the wrath and vengeance of 
Ood, the everlafting flames of Hell, are re- 
vealed again ft all ungodlinefs and unrightc- 
oufnefs of men; what numbers refufe to 
credit the tremendous truth ! The minifter 
of the gofpel jfeemeth unto them as one 
th^t mocketh. Many fcruple not openly to 
treat as idle tales propofitions fo little indul<^ 
gent to felf-righteoufnefs, to unholy deeds^ 
to pride of underftanding, to flight ideas o^ 
the guilt of fm, to blind and arrogant fpecu — 
lations concerning the nature and the extend 
of divine mercy. They pfofefs, that, for theiE* 
part, they think it^ fufficient, to receive th^ 
promifes of redemption in a general accep- 
tation, without bufying ihemfelves with cu- 
rious enquiries into particulars : that they 
difcern not the neceflity of regarding and of 
believing ''that minutely detailed account of 
the nature and oflice of Chrift, which others 
jippear fo defirous of obtruding upon them: 

•that 



ofakj^ifing the Divine TbreaUninigs. 353 

tbat they look not to niceties of faith, but 
to regularity of condufl: : that, aS to holinefi, 
man is frail and Qod is merciful : that, with- 
dut pretending to that unattainable righte- 
oufnefs which is pronounced from pulpits 
and in books of divinity to be elTential tp 
lalvatipn, righteoufnefs which would put a 
flop to all the neceflary dealings of life and 
all the tranfadiions and intercourfe of the 
world, they doubt not but xh^t they fliall on 
the whole lead fuch refpedlablc lives as will 
entitle them, through the help of Ghriil 
inakitig up their deficiencies, to the kingdom 
of heaven : and that for fuch perfons as by 
£it)fs wickednefs (hall altogether fall £hort of 
liiiven, the goodnefs of God will certainly 
provide fome punifhment more moderate and 
xnote reafonable than that which the unre- 
lenting feverity of learned enquirers imagines 
itfelf, and is glad to imagine itfelf, to have 
Jifcovcred^in the New Teftament. Such are 
he fcornful and daring murmurs, the^r^^f 
Celling words ^ of many, who, while they 
^1 themfelves followers of Chrift, nourifh 
lie temper and ' fpirit of unbelievers. Others, 
^6 bold in their averfion to the truth as it is 
la JefuSy are in their hearts little lefs removed 
^Mi the fcoffers already mentioned from an 
fiuftiblc fubmiffion to the do^rines and coip- 
Vol, \. ^ * A a* mandments 
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Be not (hceivedi God is not mocked: far , 
^batfoever a man Jhwetb^ that Jhall be alfo^ 
reap. Let God be true^ but every man a liar. 
Tby word^ God^ is true from tbe beginning. 
Hatb Hefpoken ; and Jhall He not do it f Bre- 
thren^ we have not followed cunningly devifei 
fables^ when we made known unto you tbe 
power and coming of our Lord Jefus Cbrijl, 
^ Knowing the terror of the Lordy we perfuade 
men [d). 

Enquire now of the days which are gone 
what has been the end of all thofe, wl^o iQ 
paft ages have difregarded the denunciations 
of God* Let God be the Judge between 
you, and thofe who admonifh yoii in His 
name. Let God by His paft dlfpenfations 
be the interpreter of His own wor<f. When 
our firft parents liftened in paradife to the 
enfnaring queftion of the Tempter, Yea ; bath 
God faid^ ye Jhall not eat of every tree of tbe 
garden: when, giving ear to his confident 
zSoxXxon^ ye Jhall not furely die^ they ventured 
to confider the fentence of death as a judge- 
menj: not defigned to- be carried into execu- 
tion : what was the confequence \ They 
brought ruin upon themfelves and upon their 



{d) Gal. VI. 7. Rom. ili. 4. Pf. cxix. i6a 'Nomb. ?«»'• 
19. 2 Pet* i* 16* 2 Cor, v« ii« 
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poft^rity. When Noah adrnqniflxed the worlci 
that the Spirit of God would ftill ilrive with 
' fiBful man only duriag the period of an hun- 
fired and twenty years vouchfafed for trial 
aad arapentance : when that Preacher of 
jRdghtfoufneis feemed unto them as one that 
mocked: what was the end of the unbe- 
lievers? Xhe deluge came at its appointed 
hour, and fwept them to deftruftion. When 
the fops-in-law of Lot made light of the^ 
(hreateaiags of God : what was the event? 
Tl^ey were overwhelmed at fun-rife by the 
lepapeft of -6rQ and brimftone. When Pha- 
f«>b c\iQ^y, Who is the Lord that I Jhould 
obey bis 'mice ? When he hardened his heart, 
is^ad gave no credit to the warnings of Mofes : 
did God forbear to fulfil his word ? Plague 
after plague overtook the king of Egypt: 
till having feen his country laid wafte by 
miracles of divine vengeance, and his own 
firft-born, together with the firft-born of all 
his people, cut off in a fingle night, he pe- 
riihed with his mighty hbft in the Red Sea. 
When the Jews in the days of Jeremiah (hut 
tlwir ears againft his meflage from Jehovah, 
that the city of Jerufalem fhould be dcftroyed 
by NebuchadnezMr ; did the words of the 
prophet prove an idle tale ? The Chaldean 
army took the city, and burned it to the 
A a 3 grouudf 
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ground. When Nebuchadnezzar hinifelf in 
the pride of his heart de^ifed the impend- 
ing judgements revealed to him by Danid ^ 
did they fail of coming to pafs ? At the end 
of twelve months, a voice from heaven wai 
heard proclaiming that the hour was come} 
and the thing was fulfilled upon Nebuchad- 
nezzar: the kif^gdom was taken from-^imi 
and he was driven from men^ and did ea! 
grafs as oxen, and his dwelling was with 
the hearts of the field. Whep, th^ Jews iflr 
later times heard from the mouth of Jefus 
Chrift that of their beloved city not one ftone 
fhould be left upon another : whcti- the Son 
of God feemed as one that mockdd to the 
people whom he came to fave : what was the 
refult? The Roman armies advanced, and 
miferably deftroyed thofe finners, and took 
away their place and nation. With, all thefe 
examples before you, do you treat lh« words 
of God as idle tales, and hope to lefcape? 
In the fate of thefe defpifers do you not: read 
your own? Has the Omnipotent poured out 
upon all others the vengeance, which He hus 
threatened againft the impenitent alid unbe- 
lieving ; and ftiall He not pour it forth upon 
you? For your fake alone will H^ abrogate 
His' word? For your fake alone r will He 
^nnql His laws eftablilhed from eternity 

- unto 



lintorctcmity ? Deal plainly with yourfeIv*$; 
Seardt out and lift your imaginations. , AA 
certain what is that twig* of -hope to which 
you arc clinging, Briri^ forth to the teft erf 
fcriptufal examination the fecret fxipport, btf 
it What it may, which buoys you Up with? 
cxpefllationsTihaft there ftiall at leaft be'^L paf^ 
tflfPenfiiffion'of the doofn dienouocetl againft 
gullet Tta and why even of your/elves judge 
jem^t what is rigbt {e)? Bring it forth to a 
tsftftr whCchnyou behold with more complacent 
eytt) the teft of reafon. Is it ignorance that 
jpooiiifcribe to the Omnifcicnt } Do yx)U pre- 
iraDetftatiie, to whom the future is naked 
aES'thepd):,* perceives not as yet His own pur- 
pofes j ' From fuch a deluiion folly itfelf turns 
afide. rit is not on fuch a plank that you 
tnift. t6.iiirvivc fliipwreck. Do yqu then- 
flatter yourfelf that He with whom there rx 
nofzvaricddinefs norjbadow of turnings He who 
\% the fame t yeftcr day ^ and to-day and for every 
will fuddenly exchange ftcdfaftnefs for* in- 
conftiaacy, and abolifh His fixed and promul- 
gated ; decree ? . You abjure this madnefs* 
"vJlf »the deftruilion," you exclaim, " of the 
^Sfipner be indifputable until ficklenefs can 
♦S beifijputed so the MoH High ; there re- 
^Si^ainoth hq,. refuge from defpair/* And- 

:.y. . ■ A a 4 what 
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t^hat refuge from defpair remainefii to the 
perfevering (inner ? Produce your hidden 
confolation. Difclofe the bottom of ycMir 
heart. Tardy and rdudant as is the confef" 
fion, it is at length extraded. You conceive 
that the Deity has decreed from the begin- 
ning to relax from His threatened judge- 
ments: that while, forthe purpofe ofaweing 
men into righteoufnefs, vengeance arrayed 
in fiery terrors aiTumes her feat in the clouds ; 
mercy is at hand to avert the moft formid- 
able of her bolts, and to ihield the offender 
from all but that lighter chaftifement, th^ 
fear of which would have been inadequate 
to the prevention of tranfgreflions. Com- 
pare then thy theory, thou who adventurc/t 
to theorife concerning the couniels of thy 
God ; compare thy theory with fads. If in 
the denunciations of future vengeance a part 
only be intended for accompliftiment, while 1 
the refidue is empty air : whence is it that 
paft menaces have been fulfilled to the uttef^ 
jnoft ? Why was the old world deftroyedby 
the flood ? Why were Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and the incredulous fons-in-law of Lot over- 
whelmed? Why was Pharaoh cut ofT? Why did 
the Egyptian boft perifti to a man ? Wliy wa^ 
Jerufalem delivered unto Nebuchadnezzar tC^ 
|)e uprooted from th? foundado^is ? Why ^^^ 



^ king tof Eabylou .driyen mi to (kvell vA 
tat gra& with oxen .? WJiy JWjere. the Jews 
€iiirpate4 by jlje Romans ftam 4:heir nAtiy;c 
l«i<J? Proceeds ftep farih«. jpprapare thjr 
tfeeory witfc the attribulfis .of ihc XSodltpad. 
U not thy <Jp^ >i^ p9^ of irirtL^^^fMiijpis ? 
Vict tfcou cb^rg/e4; Him with premcdiute4 
fiifrf^iood. J>ic?ft thpu expea iiis^jformiies 
^t^bepuniau^lly fulfilled? Why? 3ecaufe 
Sje is faithfvJ mA ught^pwf^ , /^d 4q net. 
f%idl^lnfift and /igfttfouiijie^ eigually i^^giunc 
•He pundlual fulfilment of His thr€;ateai/igsi, 
l^o notpromifes andthreatenings ftand equally 
^H the word of God ? Is not the truth of 
^od equally pledged in both ? Is it not equally 
fiilfehood to depart from either ? Be not de- 
ceived. ^ we believe not^ y^t God abtdetb 
faithful: He cannot deny bimfelf. Tb^ wicked 
fhall be turned into hell ', and all the people that ' 
forget God. The Son of Man Jhall fend forth 
bis angels; and they jhall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend^ and them which 
do iniquity ; and Jhall cqfi them intx) a furnace 
0f fre ; there Jhall be wailing and gnajhing of 
feeth. Thefe fayings are faithful and true. 
7'befe are the true fayings of God if). Con-f 
fider thefe things ; left judgement andjufticc 

{f) 2 Tim. \u 13. Ff. IX. ly. Mattli. siii. 419 42. Rev« 
If^. 9. ^xii. 6- 
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take hold on you, and there be none to de- 
liver. Clofc not your eyes againft the warn- 
ings of the gofjpeK Be convinced that God 
will bring upon the wicked all the puniftiment 
which He has denounced againft them as 
furely as He will beftow upon the righteous 
the glories, which Chrift has purchafed for 
them with His blood. Remembet the foos-^^^^ 
in-law of Ldt. Fly from the contagion of 
guilt: fly from fin, the certain forerunner of* 
deftrudion. Life is fet before you. Why 
will ye die ? 
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wto them that call Evil Good^ and Good 
)il ; that put Darkncfs for Lights and 
gbt for Darkncfs ; that put Bitter for 
vcct^ and Sweet for Bitter ! 

IE fteps by which error gains poflef- 
(ion of the human mind are various, 
etimes it pufhes its operations in fecrecy 
(ilence. Sometimes it advances with a 
er afpe£k ; and fcarcely difguiles its aC- 
s on the bulwarks of truth. At one 
Dd it reforts to meafiires promifing irn* 
iate fuccefs. At another, it depends on 
low refult of«perfcvering artifice. Now 
pires not beyond a temporary triumph. 

Now 
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Now it extends its aim to permanent delufion. 
Now it mifleads in a fpecial inftajHce by fug- 
getting unfound conclufions from juft and 
recognifed principles of conduft. Now it 
attains its purpofe by exalting a falfe principle 
into the place and fovereignty of the tnie* 
Of all the machinations of error the laft> 
though aogiong the moft difikuk to carry 
into effedi:, portends, when its vidory is 
affured, the moft durable and the moft ex- 
tenfive mifchief. The difeafe of a finglc 
branch infeds but the fruit of that branch. 
The rill drawn afide from the main current 
is alone polluted by the impurities of the 
xhannel into which it is diverted. Is the 
9¥hole*produce to be corrupted ? Caaker the 
root. Is the wh61e ftream to be tainted ? 
Poifon the fountain. 

Such is the nature of the offence, againft 
which in the paflage of Scripture T)efore us 
a woe is denounced by the prophet. In other 
parts of the chapter, fpeaking, as h/ere alfo, 
by the command and in the perfon of the 
Almighty, he proclaims vengeance from God 
ag^unft various defcriptions of fmners : againft 
Xht covetous, who join boufe to houfe and lay 
field to field: againft fenfualifts, who follow 
frong drink^ and cheer their feafts- with the 
jsarp and tbe violy hut regard nqt the: work of 

tha 
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tbeLard: againft the felf-4'ighteous, who /zrr 
«5^ in their own t^es afid 'prudent in their own 
fight : againft fcofFers, who deride the Jong- 
fuffering <X God, and call upon him to make 
Jpeed and bq/ien his counfeh : againft iniqul^ 
tous judges, who for a hnhtjujiify the wicked^ 
undtake away the righteoufnefs of the righte^ 
ous : againft thofe who, profefling to be His 
people^ dirough their own wilfulnefs have no 
knowledge of the real nature of religipn, and are 
groaning under the appointed retribution of 
calamity : and, by parity of reafoning, againft 
all, who, like the (inners feledied as examples 
to illuftrate the general denunciation, have 
cq/i away the law of the Lord ofhojlss^ and def 
pifed the word of the Holy One of Ifrael. In 
this catalogue of crimes and confequent woeft 
the text has its ftation. Woe unto, them that call 
evil good J and good evil : that put darknefsfor 
light ^ and light for darknefs : that put bitter 
forfweet^ and fweet for bitter i Woe untO 
them, who in any one of the ramifications 
of the two component branches of religion, 
piety and morality; in any fUbdivifion of 
human duties, whether it has God or man 
for its immediite objeft ; eftablifh a wicked 
4^rincipie in the place of the righteous oppo- 
•iit^j either openly uphold the falfe rule of 
condu^ and openly vilify the true; or cob- 
fine 
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fine themfelves to the tacit impeacKmenr axij 
fubverfion of the latter by a ftudied dxalta* 
tion of the former. 

I propofe, under the divine blefling^ to 
elucidate by fome inftances derived from 
modern life the guilt here ftigmatifed by the 
mouth of God ; and the prefent and future 
woes here denounced by the fame authority 
againft every offender. The difcuflion lies at 
the root of all religion. Give me your diligent^ 
attention. And may the Spirit of God blefs 
the good feed, which I may be made the in- 
ftrument of fo wing in your hearts 1 

I. Among the moft prominent illuftrations 
of the prefent fubjed we may produce thofe 
perfons, who reprefent enthufiafm as religioa» 

By enthufiafm, as applied with a reference 
to religion, I underftand the fubjedtion oS. 
the judgement^ in points of religious faith 
or pradice, to the influence of the imagina- 
tion. The forms under which this influence 
manifefts its predominance may be divers. 
The power which its exercifes over one mind 
may in degree be greater or lefs than that 
which it poffeffes over another. But wherc- 
ever, and in whatever ihape and meafure^ k 
operates : there, and in that ihape and mear 
fure, exifls enthufiafm. 
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Jn maoy iaftaacea enthufiafm fuggefts un- 
axithQ^iied ideas pf .perfqu^l communication 
between the individual and the Deity ^; of 
phonal infpiiy^tion fenfibly vouchlafed by 
t^Holy Ghoft in mode or meafure diflferent 
frojm that divine influence on the heart and 
iinderftanding^ which is promifed to every 
Chriftian. Sometimes it deludes the mind 
vith ideas equally unauthorifed of the vifiblc 
agency of the Spirit of God on others. On 
feme occafions it pronounces with no lefs de- 
ciiipn, and> equally without the fan£tion of the 
Scriptures, that the miraculous interpofitioa 
of the finger of God is clearly difcernible iii 
a recent and perhaps cuftomary event. And 
not feldom, it impels pious men to carry their 
views, of a: particular dodrine beyond the 
fob^r tenor ofthc Scriptural declarations con- 
cerning that dodtrine. In this inftance, as 
the opinions of different perfons concerning 
thQ ,.^tent and importance of an. individual 
define may be various, enthufiafm is lefs 
eaiUy afcectained than when it appears under 
one. of the preceding forms: and in confe- 
quenqe, is frequently imputed by the carelefst 
the. ignorant, and the prejudiced, when it 
docs pot exift. ' It is fuflScicnt however ftw 
my^^prefent purpofe, that under this ihapd 
alfo it is occafionally manifefted. 
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Wot unto the w^rtd^ faid our Lord, lecaujt 
afoffeftCiis. For it muft needs be that offenca 
irme : but woe unto that man^ by whom the 
(fffence comttb. It were better for him that a 
miUflone were hanged about bis neck^ and be 
eqji' into thefea^ than that hejhould offend ont 
ofthefe little ones [a). Enthufiafm entails a 
woe on the perfon whom it infeds. It dark- 
ens his underftanding : it enflaves him more 
and more to the dreams of a heated fancy; 
it teaches him to judge whether he is in a 
ftate of falvation rather by internal impulfes 
and reveries than by a comparifon of his own 
difpofitions aiid conduct with the charac- 
teriilic marks, by which the Scriptures dif- 
minate the true Chriftian : and thus contri- 
butes in various ways to enfnarc him into 
errors dangerous to his foul, and to cncteafe 
the diflSculties in the way of his return to the 
form of found dodrine^ the words of truth and 
f)bernefs. But its pernicious efFedts on others, 
the mifchiefs fcattered far and wide by this evil 
t^hen called goody are incalculable. Enthu* 
fiafm difparages genuine piety, arid caufe^ it 
to' be defpifed as lukewarm formality^ It 
degrades many dodrines for the immoderate 
*ixaltation of one. It difgufts the fober and 
llifeourages the timid Chriftian* It expofes 

(«) Matth. xyiii. ^, Luie, xvii. 2. 

Chrifti- 



^hrHHankjir to tb6 fcofFs dnd taunts €f \ii 
tnemies ; and furniihes a fpekrious plea to 
t\xt children of tbu ^otld^ who labour to rt* 
preient earueftnifs itl religiOQ as hypocrify) 
ioViji br faiiatieiinl. 

It is faid, atid truly faid, thdt fiiii^ercf pidtf 
is often an itiihAte in the breaft whkh is thei 
habitation of enthufiafm. It is to b£ d^lore4 
that fincere piety fliould ever be linked with 
an afibciate^ by the continued operatioh o£ 
whofe deluding influence it has frequently 
been at laft extirpated from the bofdni* 
Let fincere piety howevet be honoured^ 
inrherever it may be foundi But let noE 
the chaflF be valued becaufe of its con^ 
jundioB with the wheat. Let not the bafe 
alloy be counted as a portion of the prectouB 
metal. It is alfo ftated, and occafionally in 
the fliape of an apology, that enthufiafca 
originaites from ignorance unaccompanied 
by evil defign. The general ftatement 
may be grounded in truth. But let every 
man who urges it in the firfl place weigh 
ibe language of St. Paul, when that apoftle 
4ercribe8 himfelf as the chief of ftnners : andl 
obfenre, fecondly, that he attributes his fin 
to ignorance (^). I draw no parallel, no com* 
parifon^ between enthufiafm and perfecution. 
(*)xTim. i. ia-i6. 

Vol. L Bb At 
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But I would fervently exhort you to deduc^ 
from the expreflions of St. Paul the legitimate 
and univerfally applicable conclufion: that 
ignorance, when you are furrounded with 
means and opportunities- of knowledge, is 
wilful; that wilful ignorance is a fin ; and 
that there is no offence for which wilful ig- 
norance can be pleaded in juftification, 

II. Let us now turn our eyes to the oppo- 
fite quarter : to men who denominate religion 
enthufiafm. 

Enthufiafm is on principle bufy and loqua- 
cious. Lukewarmnefs, though capable of 
being roufed to a turbulent defence of forms 
and of its own condu<9:, is by nature filent 
and' fupine. Hence enthufiafm, in propor- 
tion to the relative number of its adherents, 
raifes a much louder 'ftir, and attracts far 
more fpeedy and extenfive notice, than luke- 
warmnefs. But let the torpid conviction bf 
the lukewarm be contrafted with the illufion 
of the enthufiaft : and the former will prove 
itfelf not lefs dangerous^ and generally, I fear, 
more deliberately criminal, than the latter* 

The lukewarm Chriftian, if according to 

popular language he is to be called by the 

name of Chriftian, reduces religion to a cere^ 

aaonial fervice, devoid of warmth, animation, 

9 and 
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nd fpirituality. Pundlilious perhaps in the 
hrm of godlinefs^ he denies the power thereof 
its lips draw nigh unto God : his heart is far 
hm him (r). Outward obfervances he fub- 
titutes for ardent piety ; and moral decorum 
or the fruits of the fpirit. To feek frft the 
'ingdom of God and his righteoufnefs ; to crucify 
heflejh with its affcElions and lujis ; to live not 
into our/elves y but unfo Chri/i who died for us ; 
hefe are precepts which in the hands of the 
ukewarm religionift evaporate into, prohibi- 
:ions of the gfoffer vices : and fcarcely feeni 
inconfiftent with the toleration of fome pne 
of the grofler vices on condition of a decent 
abftlnence from the reft. That we are jufti- 
Bed by faith alone, implies in his creed no 
more than that in order to fupply the defi- 
ciency of his own righteoufnefs as the price of 
falvation, fome acceflion muft be borrowed 
from the righteoufnefs of Chrift. To ie 
^ranformed by the renewing of our mitidsy to 
)e created anew in Chrift yefus^ to be born 
'gain of the Spirit; thefe are phrafes which in 
lis eftimation import that his heart, by nature 
iibftantially good, is yet to receive fome im- 
provement from divine grace ; that, although 
he original foundation be in the main fuf- 
ciently. folid, fome alterations are needful in 
lie fuperftrudlure : that the apartments, necef-. 

(f ) 2 Tim. 111. 5. Matt. xv. 8. 

B b 2 farily 
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farily icontrading from d^ily ufe a little duft 
and defilement, require toccafiotiil purification^ 
All religious warmth, all adiive zeal for the 
glory of God, he decries as enthufiafm ; and 
vindicates his coldnefs by declaiming againlt 
fanatics. Every degree of exertion for tbe 
falvatlon of men which furpaffes the fcantt- 
nefs of his own ftandard, he eyW with fuf- 
picion, as the fymptom of a heated brm; 
and eagerly feizes every pretence for cenfta:* 
ing the flrenuous and faithful CbriftiaO) ifi 
whofe afFedionate diligence he reads^ a re- 
proach of his own inactivity and dcadnefs. 
In lukewarmnefs every thing tends to dete- 
rioration. The heart grows inert, the con. 
fcience dull of feeling. Penitence becomes 
fliallow, prayer languid, religious meditation 
uninterefting, faith feeble and indiftind and 
unprodudive. Sin lofes its heinoufnefs* 
Every thing is ftagnant, and verges towards 
corruption. The vivifying principle feem* 
cxtinguiftied. 

Againft fuch a frame of mind do you won- 
der that a woe is denounceci ? Are you aftd- 
nifhed that Jefus Chrift fpeaks of the kk* 
warm with abhorrence : declares his wUh 
Ihat they were either cdd or hot : and while 
they boaftfully proclaim themfelves rich and 
increafed with goods and having need of nth 
tbing\ affirms tbcm to be naked^ andmi/erabU^ 
12 and 
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4mdpeor^ and Mind^ and naked ; counfels them 
-to buy'r)f him gold tried in the Jire that they 
may he ricb^ and white raiment that they may 
iei clothed; and forewarns them that, unleis 
they repent and become fsealous^ they (hall be 
utterly caft out for ever? He that bath an 
ear^ let him bear, ^wbat the Spirit faith to the 
'Juiewarm in ihe churches {d) / Againft you, 
if you are lukewarm, has the Spirit denounced 
this woe by th^ mouth of St. John. Againft 
you, if you are a patron of lukewfirm- 
xicfs in others, if you vilify religion and dif- 
courage the true fervants of the Lord Jefus 
fey attaching to fervent and adive piety, to 
found and enlightened faith, the denomination 
of enthufiafm ; if you thus call evil good and 
good ewly thus put darknefs for light and ligbi 
for darknefs; againft, you has the Spirit de- 
aounced an additional woe by the lips of 
Ifaiah. Look up to the impending judg^- 
ffieat. Be %ealous^ and repent ! 

IIL Another illuftration of the text is 
lijurnifbed by perfons, who reprefent a partial 
ioonimmiXY to the 'Commandments of God 
48 meriting the appellation of religion : and 
thus alfo by implication ftigmatife the true 
4Cturiftla9 as righteous over^mucb. 

(J) Rev. iii. 15— 19. It. 
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It is not on the dedication of the heart to 
God that inen of this defcription reft their 
confidence. In their religion the devotion 
of the heart, and the confequent furrender 
of the affedions to holinefs, have no fliare. 
It is on the practical obfervance of one or 
more of the moral virtues, and on a praftical 
abftinence from fome particular fins, that they 
ground their pretenfions to the kingdom of 
heaven, ** We do not profefs to be eminent 
*' faints : nor will we aver that we have.been 
** as religious as we ought to have been. But 
•* neither are we grofs offenders. We defy 
** the tongue of calumny to fix on us any 
** fcandalous vice. Or if we have been be- 
** trayed into grofs tranfgreffion, it has been 
** accidentallyandby furprife. We are con- 
*' cerned for the inftance : and we doubt not 
** that God, who knowsthat man is frail, will 
•* make reafonable allowances. Nay, though 
*' we may have fallen into an evil habit ; we 
" truft that in the eyes of our equit^^ble judge 
•' it will have been compenfated by the exer- 
** cife of many virtues. We are unwilling 
** to commend ourfelves. But the fuperci- 
*' lioufnefs of rigid moralifers requires us to 
do juftice to our charaders. Our integrity 
has been through life unimpeachable^ We 
^* hav^ injured no man. We forgive every 

** maa 
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•* man who has injured us ; and are at peace 
•* with all the world." Such is the language 
whidh the fullnefs of the felf-fufficient caufes 
to echo throughout the dwellings of health 
and profperity. Such are the fentiments, ex- 
preffed perhaps in a moderated tone, which 
the minifter of the gofpel too frequently hears 
when fitting by the fide of the bed of death. 
Is this religion? Is this to live unto Chrift? 
Is this to ferve God, through a Redeemer, by 
fan£tification of the Spirit, with gratitude and 
love and holy fear ? Is he religious, who de^- 
liberately perfeveres in the habitual gratifica- 
tion of any unhallowed temper or defire? 
** Not fo religious," you reply, " as he ought 
^ to be." Not fo religious as Hte ought to 
be ! In the fight of his Judge he has no true 
religion. As furely as the Scriptures proclaim 
the decifions of eternal wifdom, he is with- 
out the firft elements of religion : he is with- 
out that which conftitutes the bafis of religion^ 
the unqualified furrendcr of the heart to God* 
As furely as the Scriptures reveal the decrees 
of Omnipotence ; the portion referved for 
him is everlafting woe {e). * Is h^ religious 
who refts on the obfervance of the rules of 
integrity, or of temperance, or of liberality, 
(i?) I Cor. vL 9, 10. Gal. v. 19^—21. Jamct, ii. 10, xi. 

B b 4 or 
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or of fome othier fayaurit^ prepeptirefs feki^e^ 
from the band of mor^I virf:w$ : ao ob&nrr 
^ce top whrch proyes if felf by Handing thw 
finfulated to bave originateci from worldly 
motives,^ not from that genuine folicitude 
<o pkafe Gody which draws arouD^ it the 
mrhole acfiemj[^ge of Chriftian graces? 1$ 
ke religious, F^o, proudly fuft^ining hinir 
ielf on thjs ftaff of fbme imaginary merit, 
bows himfelf not down at the fpof c^ the 
crofs difplayed before him; feel^ not bis kn^es 
trenible under him ; feels not tb^ radical corT 
ruption of his heart ; the enormity of every 
piFence againft his Heavenly Benefa£tor and 
King ; " the ipeftimable love of God in the 
^ redemption of the wpf Id by our Lord Jefw 
?' Chrift f the riqhee pf the mercy which 
ftxchangps bis belplefe depravity, bis profped* 
of etefrnal death, ?' for the means pf grace, 
*' and the hope of glory V Woe be unto tbem 
iwhb thus fail evil good: who put a withered 
branch for a living tree : who truft to that 
which they have done, and Ipok not to that 
which they have leflfe undone : who regard th;^ 
which they have (done as though it were 
perfed, and wroughf by ftrength of their 
pwn; and wilfully perceive not th^H every 
^od work is the friiit: of the Spirit of God^ 
■ and 
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^ud that tt^ie beft of human works are unholjr 
ia the eyes of Jehovah, and are rendered pure 
^d acceptable before Him only through th« 
rightfioufoefs of Chrift. 

IV. We may in the next place produce a* 
illuftratiye of- the general propofition before 
jxs thpfe who rpprefent the palliation of fin a9 
charity J and brand with the charader of 
penforiournefs all opinions and defcriptions of 
jguilt qpnfprmable to the Scriptures. 

The higher ranks of life may be thofe ia 
ijKirhich this offence appears the moft glaring : 
but it pervades, and perhaps equally over. 
{Jpreads, every clafs iri fociety. From th? 
ipouth of thefe apologifers no fin receives it^ 
appropriate denomination. Some lighter 
phrafe is ever on the lips to obfcure or to 
ploke its enormity, perhaps to transform it 
into a virtue. Is profanenefs noticed ? It i$ 
an idle habit by which nothing is intended. 
][s extravagance named ? It is a generous dif^ 
regard of money. Is luxury mentioned I 
It is a hofpitable dejfire to fee our friends 
happy. liVhat is worldly-mindednefs ? It it 
prudence. What is pride ? It is proper fpirlt^ 
ia^ due attpntipn to our own dignity. What 
is ambition ? A laudable defire of diftindioa 
and pr&»eminenc<s ; a juft fenfe pf our own 

exceU 
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excellence and defert. What is devotedneft 
to faftiion ? It is a due regard to the cuftdms 
of the polite world. What is over-reach- 
ing ? It is underftanding our bufinefs. What 
IS fervility ? It is (kill in making our way to 
advancement* What are intemperance and 
fins of impurity ? They are indecorums, ir- 
fegularities, human frailties, cuftomary in- 
difcretions^ the natural and venial confe- 
quences of cheerful nefs, company^, and temp- 
tation ; the unguarded ebullitions of youth, 
which in a little time will fatiate and cure 
themfelves. Now all this is cdndour : all this 
is charity. If a reference be made to religion, 
thefe men immediately enlarge Jon the mercj 
cf God. If conftrained to fpeak of His 
threatenings, they advert to them diftantly» 
Wiefly, with affeded tendernefs, as to a fort 
€)f law in dead letter held forth to terrify guilt 
and to confine it within reafonable bounds ; 
but a law which they intimate that the jufticc 
of the Deity will never permit him to en- 
force, Ta paint (in in its genuine colours : 
40 denounce the wrath of God againft all 
Hngodlinef^ and unrighteoufnefs of men : to 
proclaim from the word of infpiratioa that 
cbftinate perfeverance againft light and know- 
ledge ia any one unholy difpofition or prac- • 
titce wiU cxekute from the kingdomi of Heaven : 

to 
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** yes, in another bis honour was impeacbedr 
Of the preceding picture I mean not indifcrU 
minately to affirm that there are not exceptions 
to the likenefs^ But let any perfon, who has ■ 
afiigned eiren a flight meafure of attentiiDH td 
the fubjed, pronounce whether, in each of 
the cafes defcribed, the teprcfentation be n^ 
accurately conformable to the general featured 
of the original. Has the pulpit efcaped the 
contagion ? Comparatively it has preferved 
itfelf pure. Would to Heaven that in fon^e 
of its moft applauded compofitions the public 
eye had not difcemed traces and mixtures^, 
which preclude me from afcribing to it un- 
fullied purity ! The lips ofthepriejtjhould keep 
knowledge ; and they Jhould feek the law at his 
mouth : for he is the mejffenger of the Lord of 
Hojis (^). Never may the paftor feed his 
flock with an intermixture of poifonous herb- 
age! Never may he lead them to drink of 
ftreams, which flow from an unhallowed 
fountain ! 

Whence is this jargon \ Has it founded itB 
dominion on the application by St. Paul of the 
term honourable to marriage [h) ; on the teftir 
mony of approbation borne by the fame a^poftle 
to things of good report (i) ; and on thofe pafc 

{g) Malachi, ii. 7. \h) Heb. xiii. 4. 

\;t\ Philip, iv. 8. 
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V. There yet remains to be fpecified an 
exemplification pf the guilt meqaced with 
vengeance by the prophet : a perverfion of 
principle which, while the lower ranks are 
happily too little refined to be infe£ked with 
it, taints, with a greater or a lefs degree of its 
deceitful influence the bulk of the middle and 
higher clafles of the community. 

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
fpeaketh{f\ 

What is the principle of conduft to which 
in the tranfa£lions of polillied life the appeal 
is ufually made ? Attend a court of juftice* 
Is an arbitrator recommended ? It is becaufe 
he is a man of honour. Is a plaintiff or a 
4efendant noticed with complacency? It is 
becaufe his proceedings have been honourable. 
Go to the fenate. By what' criterion are 
applaufe and cenfure apportioned there ? By 
the rute of honour. Vifit tjie circle of private 
fociety* The charafter of an individual is 
the theme of difcuiCon. Animated eyes and 
eager voices fpeak his praife. Why ? Be- 
caufe he is amanofperfeBhonour. Another 
perfon is napied. Difapprobation contrads 
levery brow, and iharpens every tongue. For 
«irhat reafon? " In fuch a tranfaaion the 
** behaviour of that man was dij^onourahlc : 
(/)Luke,vi. 45. 
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** ycis, in another bis honour was imptMbedr 
Of die preceding pidture I meaft not indifcrU 
xninately to affirm that there are not exceptions 
to the likenefs^ But let any perfon, who has ' 
afiigned eiren a flight meafure of attentiiDH td 
the fubje^, pronounce whether, in each of 
the cafes defcribed, the teprefentalioft be n^ 
accurately conformable to the general featured 
of the original. Has the pulpit efcaped the 
contagion ? Comparatively it has preferved 
kfelf pure. Would to Heaven that in fom^ 
af its moft applauded compofitions the public 
eye had not difcemed traces and mixtures, 
which preclude me from afcribing to it nn* 
fullied purity ! The lips ofthepriejijhouldkeep 
knowledge ; and they Jhould feek the law at his 
mouth : for he is the mejfenger of the Lord 6f 
Hojis (^). Never may the paftor feed his 
flock with an intermixture of poifonous herb^ 
age ! Never may he lead them to drink of 
dreams, which flow from an unhallowed 
fountain ! 

Whence is this jargon \ Has it founded itB 
dominion on the application by St. Paul of the 
term honourable to marriage [h) ; on the teft;ir 
xriony of approbation borne by the fame ipoftlc 
to things of good report (/) ; and on thofe pafc 

{g) MaJachi, ii. 7. \h) Heb. xiii. 4. 

{;%] Philip, iy. 8. 

fages 
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fages of the Scriptures in which holinefs is de* 
fcribedas entitled to refpedl and praife ? Very 
idifFerent are the foundations of its fway. It 
reigns, becaufe multitudes love the praife of mm 
more than the praife of God. It reigns, becaufe 
they receive honour one of another ; andfeek not 
that honour which comet h from God only [k). 

What is this idol, which men worfliip ia 
the place of the living God ? What is this 
principle, which they enthrone in degradation 
of his fovereign word? Honour implies the 
favourable eftimation entertained of an indi- 
vidual by others of his own line and place 
in fociety. The votary of honour may de- 
lude himfelf with the idea that, whatever be 
the ordinary expreffions of his lips, his heart 
is dedicated to religion. But his heart iia 
fixed on his idol, human applaufe. In the 
5)lace of the love and the fear of God he 
fubftitutes the love of praife and the fear of 
fliarae. In the place of confcience he fub- 
ftitutes pride. For the dread of guilt he fub- 
ftitutes the apprehenfion of difgrace. 

My thoughts are not your thoughts^ neither 
are your ways my ways^ faith the Lord. That 
nvbich is highly ejieemed among men is abomi^ 
nation in the fight of God (/j. Woe unto you 

(i) John, V. 44. xii. 43,, -(/^Ifaiah, Iv. 8. Luke, xvi. 15. 

who 
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bo ihMSput darknefsfor lights andproportion- 
ly thruft afide into darknefs the light of the 
orld, the oracles of the Moft High. Ye art 
>ey^ like the Pharifees of old, who jujlify 
)urfelves before men. Te zxt they, who teach 
>r do&rines the commandments of men. Ye 
re they, who make the commandments of God of 
one ejfe6l by your traditions (m). Ye are they 
irho uphold the duellift. Ye are they who 
^reft the fword out of the hands of the law; 
ad commit to every man the vindication of 
la real or imaginary wrongs. Ye are they 
ho prefer the difcharge of a gaming debt 

the payment of tl^e juft demand of the 
^naifhed tradefman* Ye are they who 
lablifli a principle of morality, bafeleli 
^caufe not founded upon religion ; fcanty 
t its comprehenfion, becaufe tolerant of 
lany crimes and indifferent to numerous 
irtues j and however highly efteemed among 
len, abominable in the fight of God, be- 
aufe exalted in negle£l or in contempt of 
lis word, regardlefs of his fervice and his 
jlory. 

My brethren ! The profefled objed of this 
lifcourfe is now fulfilled. You have diftindlly 
uryeyed a fufficient variety of examples fc- 
^<9;ed to difplay the fin, which in the paflagc 

(wi) Luke, xvi. ij. Mattb. xV. €. g. 

of 
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of Scripture before us the prophet liad ift toli- 
tempiation. And your confciences atteft.thts 
juftice of the woe denounced againft.cvtty 
inftance of that fin by the Spirit of God. 
What is the warning voice which, white Tjt 
ponder on thefe examples fingly or col^^ 
leQ:ively, refounds in our cars? ^othtlcm 
and to the Ujlimony. Iftbtyfptak ntn ^cmi^ 
ing to this word^ it is became there is, no t^ht 
in them. Thus faith the Lord: Jiand ye h tU 
waysy mid fee ^ and ajkfor the eld paths wb^rt, 
is the good nvay^ and walk therein ; imdyejbti^ 
find reft for your fouls («). Let not the fuipcs 
of a heated imagination bewilder you into' , 
«nthufkfm. Let not the naftural aYerlioh of; 
the heart from Religion cliiU you into lufcc^ 
warmnefs. Conceive not that it is rcligioA 
to obey fome of the cotatnandfncnt$ of God| 
and knowingly to perfevere in difobeyi^g 
one. Conceive not that it is charity to «?• 
plain away the heinoufnefs of fin; orcein, 
forioufnefs to pronounce that to be . gujtti 
which God has pronounced to be guilty that.: 
to be the fubje£t of puniftiment which God 
has averred that He will puni&. Let not* 
your minds be earrupted frcm the ^*npliatj, 
which is i?i Chrift into a habit of referring ^; 
to.that unauthorifed atnd, mifoable arbiter g|(-. 

moralsi 
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mcA^^ that ideal power before which the 
i#orid bow8 down in fenfelefs adoration^ the 
fliiieiple of honour. My fon ! Grve^ I pray 
ikee^ gkry to the Lord God. W^c unto you^ 
ii ifi any of the inftances which have been 
fpecified, or in any analogous example, you 
arc deluded to call evil good and good eviU 
^oput darknefs for light and light for darknefsy 
to put Utter for fweet and fweet for bitter I 
Woe unto you if you wilfully become the jn- 
ftrument of feducing others into fimilar delu- 
fionsi Stand faft on the fure rock, the facred 
Word. Let ignorance niifunderftand the 
gbfpel : let indifference ftrip it of its energy : 
let pride, let fenfuality, let worldly minded* 
Jfefc frame to themfelves fchemes of reli* 
gion conformable to the corrupt principle 
in accomodation to which they are feve- 
J'ally framed. Let the language of igno- 
fance, of indifference, of pride, of fenfua- 
lity, of worldly mindednefs, on topics of 
piety and morality, be unrighteoufnefs, be 
ftlly, be madnefs. In God, in His coun- 
sels, in His recorded law, there is neither 
yariablenefs nor Jhadow- of turning. J^fus 
Chrifiy the Judge of all, is the fame yejler-* 
dayy and to-day y and for ever^ Meafure thou 
all things by that ftandard, by which thou 
fli'Alt thyfcilf be meafured. Weigh all things 
Vol. L C c ia 
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in thofe fcales, by which thou fhalt thyfelf be : 
tried. Make thy reference in all things to 
tbat> teibwMUy • from' - wfe i o h tb e r eHfefty-be-no i 
appeal. Judge all things by the word of j 
God : for by that word fhalt thou and i^ 
things bejiidgqd, 

^}Tvy 1/ (.^ 5./ '•; -1 ;. 
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SERMON XVril, 



a Expofitlon of the firft Part of the Leffbn 
appointed for the Burial. Service. 



I COR. XV. 2o. 



^w is Chrlft rlfen from the Dead^ and be^ 
come tbejirji Fruits of them tbatjlept. 

^LL Scripture is given by infpiration of 
God: and is profitable for doStrine^ for re^ 
'^oofy for correSHoUy for infiruSion in righte^ 
ifiiefsy that the man of God may be perfedl^ 
^oroughly furni/bed unto all good works {d). 
uch is the divine authority, fuch is the com- 
reh^nfive nature, fuch are the manifold and 
premely important ufes, of thf Bible., 
[ence it becomes the duty an4 the wifdom 
\ the minift^rs of the goipel, in their en- 

• ... ..(4) 2 Tim- ill. 16, 17.. . •, 

C c '4 deavours 
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dcavours to train up the flocks committed to 
their charge in the knowledge and obedience 
of th^ faith of Chrift, fropi time to time to 
vary the methods, in which they deduce 
inftrudion from the word of God : to vary 
them ho wj^ver within fuch limits only as the 
Scriptures thenifelves completely authorif^; 
and to vary them, if in fome meafure Tor the 
»purpofc of exciting a more lively attehtibtt 
among their hearers, yet priocipally for t^e 
fake of fuccefEvely impreffing on their con- 
gregations the, different helps and encourage- 
ments to holinefs, and the different diflTiiafives 
from fin, which the facred writings fupply. 
Thus at one-time the preacher will dwell 
<hiefly, though by no means without a 06- 
cided reference to pradlice. Km, doctrines. 
At another time, regarding the truth aiwj i°i- 
port of the dodrines as eftablifhed^i he will 
enter into a fuller, detail (joriceming the cpn- 
dufl:, ^which a firm belief in them.i^ defigiicd 
4and adapted to produce. Sometimes he null 
unfold the nature and jevince the efficacy of 
faith. Sometimes he will enlarge on "holy 
tempers and good works 5 thpfe frmts of /fe 
Spirit^ by which genuitie /aith is.mapifefitd 
and adornedi^ Sometimes: he. will Viiifd bis 
admonitions oa the preceptive part's « the 
Gld or of tha New TeAamte^t, Soniefiiadcs 



hifonappotniedfofthe Burial Sir'Oh^. 389 

Ke "wXX derive' them from the mdnorable 
luftorieis which thofe recorcfe contain of 
righteous men proteded, delivferedi and re- 
warded by that God whom they (erved and 
glorified ; or of rebellious defpifers of the di- 
vine law condemned tb fhame, anguifh, «ftU 
.dieftru£tion. Sometimes he wilt 'fix \&% 
thoughts on a (ingle verfe ; and will e:llLpla&i 
lyith minutenefs of inveftigation, ind enfotxje 
>vith copioufnefsof reafoning,therdigiou3 trtith 
which it involves. Sometimes he will fele€l' a 
piffage of greater length ; point oiit the beariflg 
and connexion of the arguments employed by 
the infpired prophet, evangelift, or apdftle ; 
S3|nd apply them, fo far as they may be lawfully 
applied, to the edification, the fuppoirt, atuith^ 
comfort of Chriftians of the prefeht day, / > 

The laft of thefe various methods '•ofob- 
taiping1nftru<3;ion from the word of God] is 
ih^t which I propofe now to porfuc. ::Ia 
the prefent and- in a fubfequfent difcburfe^ 
(for *he fubjeft is too extervfive to be coal- 
preflTed with advantage into the compafe of 
a fingle fermon), it will be my obje<fi ta/di- 
^£t your minds to that portion of St. Paul^ 
ffrft Epiftle to the Corinthians, which opens 
with the verfe fele£ted for the text and ex- 
t^nds to the conclufion of the chapter^ It is 
i portion .of Scripture In the higheft degree 
C c ^ int^- 
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iidteirefting ;c«n':accriteit '«Jf "the ^*mtimiTm$ 
truth* t^hitfH-|»:tJlfcl&fea.' --A'nd -Jl'V vcnMM 
pkcMlASiTljiimpt^v^ftf' thfe 'foremii'^iafid af- 
fealrfg natuUi *>f ^^flW' d4fea(ioftf!tJoii' f^fiicfe'li: 
i8i-pi4^Jli<Jly^'*iA|!>ldy«di!? -it ^ ?s a^ pdrtidfi 'fef 
fic>i]^tiiVe^^ ^hieh-"^'(fc ■'ha>e freqtien'tly heirfi 
jj'rtino'incdd'^'ovef th^^Tifelefs " bodies ' df '6ur 
fffendsi '''Ir is-'one wMdh' orhei-s-*?hliih too 
€iftafnt 'JJeriod' fliaH^ekt prdnoudted'' wcr'oy*- 

*»^!fely- wd 'pidufl^ Endeavoured td' Tehdei* -f h e 
IftVerhffeP of ' 'tWdtlkd a fource of 'edificMJb 
'te^ Afe Kvlh^J ' When' pride iff 'humWed^^at^d 
.■tft#4i6irt-^ft>ftened 'by afBiftloh ; " "i^^ifen' ' Hie 
'i:pmR^'H\'c^\f-hikh6"W the houfe of ^God, 
'jfiklifi'A^'ilKtrii-'awHlle'bh its way'tovirdrds Ihe 
■igt^e,*^^ pte'd withih itsnariii6wMiifiiDn 
^ftd reWi^g' ^he laft lo<*9 of 'futVivib^''ih- 
■:guilltj^rdrtilaim6wrth arvoice^hicHcatihettp 
■liiifuiidirtftCTod, the fpeedy and infctit^able en'd 
4tf all ■ earthly pofleffibn« and ^joiymeiiU: 
tlte wotirhet is kitght to look to CKHft'tk 
^Redewrife^, the* Riifurfe^oh iind the^l^fB, in 
^tvhtrtit'^HbFoev^er '^HeVetfi, thoajgU Ke^- «?fere 
^tJead^/^ee^dil He live. He is taught tfiatrif 
the't'dra-Ms tilbn a^ityi He hai tikelrt'^ 
-i^hkt'^r^'-'gM- -m^ is taught tha^^tfioiiigh 
-*iiah'^WafkM'^?rf ^^in fhadow'i jffeim^hojJf 

• ^^i^t?ai5?.^'fliJth<s''li'irt^(!V H^ i^m^vmi tf 

'•"•/•'■-■■•'-i'- r '■. ■'. God 



Sodtwnpth man to daftrmaion ; ^agaitir He 
f^thi^r" (^m4 againv-y'eiijhU iricn^V 

IJe ia taught fo to^ number W3 dayay ^ tbiic > hjp 
ftiaif 4{>ply hU heart ujwb ^ iRrifcJaift, . Mo^ 
teught ,th?t a voice frcHa, Heaven, hathprcv* 
clainie4, ^^ JSUJfed ar€\tbe,rdead^}nSi>hick^du-}n 
^if^e I^ord: c'venj^^jattb tb^. Spirit r^,,^^^^^^ 
^r^^e/}:Jram tbeir labaujrsJ^ ,He is*taug;}i|; .ftqt 
p. ,fQr?qw.a$. men wtthpiut!. ][)i0pe^Mf9r^r,^bqtti 
Tj^o fletsp ip Gbrift.. He V^f ^tpglrit) that,^ 
F!vU of th^ feithful, after they ar^f4^Uvj?FS/i 
P.cppi fhe bidden o£ the fleih»i^rf,.^^fit^,j2^i^ 
^ joy i^nd felicity. . . Hie ia taught ,th^ ^ugji 
^Tth becommitted^ to ^aith, aihes.tJJbrf^ft^e^ 
^tjft to, duft : it is ifi fvre aadrcertaifti^hpper i^^^ 
^ ,x?furre<5^ion pf the juft ta i^^fqajf ;,j^, 
t]tjr,Q,ifgh pur. Lord Je/vs,.Ghrift*^^jI?o^ 
change pur vile body tbrat itmajrj^ilijt^ ^ifltp 
Jijis glorious 'body, ax:Qordipg.;th^.,ycjrkf;>g 
>«il^erehy:H[e is able to ;fub4ue ?^li.*l?if?gfifft^ 
Himfelf 5 and JlxaU th^n prooomw i\\^t ^*: 
xxedi^oa to all that \ovjz. and fear ^Gp^^^Cofne 
y^t hkfftd , sQbildrejt of my i F^tbeny rc<^W^<^, f^^ 
4dngdom prepared for yoti Jrai^: t,b( ff^gf^V^gJif 
;(be,wor^.,. Ixi. the B^PS?! frqpoir therj.firil 
^JpifPiftje to the Qprinthi^s ^.^poir^d pOjfprji^ 
apA^^ oixM fuJ^i^ral /^rj^^e, tbU.fuxidame^tal 
^Q^riixe.pjF pur faub,.jt|^^ glo»i^u$. and,i^- 
,|t^lWfbl^ Mpj?^ thip urifj^l3ng4"uppor;;t;atl>« 
Cc 4 righteous 
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ritg^Mims.undcsr albtV Jahours .^od W%^k)f^ 

•gttinei^rts ; ..gwardiad 'agaii#j cjtv^U ettd ifiaifooiifi- 
kfiptiMU9i}'i:iiirplaf ed noadcr tlie.iUQft/ anifBa^ 
^ffi^ireprtfentatloaii^aml fptdt&icaAlyt appHfd 
^tirfxbi|W)fes,the»ioft noble^ > ;>».: ^ ^; fi,,.? 
Vr-^Let^us proceed, iiii reliance oa thi^^bltiCiftg 
,50f^Hii?^jimder tiw guidance of whpfe Spirit 
all/ Scjeiptowv ^has -been recorded, to . th^ 
iidl. c(>ofidc»tiojii:€f fthUftportiaa \of hoi/ 

i!!'Ia'<the»cl3rlier ]^t of: the chapter theapoftJie^ 

^di&Iofes ithe circumflaiMre, .which had^icoo* 

;«ktt:ed biim of ofec neceflity.iof the hSbn 

trhi^; h^e, was j about to incufcaie. Jf. Cbnjfit 

Ailh htibt^frtacbed that he rofofiromtbCitieadT 

"ho^wfayiifams ammg you that tbcrcMnQ nt^- 

)r€etlm\Qfab€ (kad^ Though the Old 'Peftar 

daeiat cpjataitis, efpeciaUy in the wntiogs vof 

.the prophets, many forcible intimatipps of a 

ifilture^xifteace ; the Sadducees^ a powerful 

-flrod numerous fe£l among, ihejews^ dented 

-that there remained a life beyond the grave. 

[Among the iheathens^ all was obJS:urMjLai^d 

idoubt^ or.datknefs and unbelisef." When ibcy 

:btard> of the r^rreS^on ef.ihe jdcady foiQ^e 

Jifterie^^ with prejudice^ contetopjt^ and ive- 

thiSanKe: others openly fcoffird and masked 

iMr^e jioTslty^^od J^rangeiie&i>C jchc dlo^twe;. 

zi^\'- Hence 



oi Jewtj(h<iT>of Geotiie mde, ihewiwasibuikd 
arfeTOorable opening for falfe 4»achcfv^wAi'^ 
w^re^adttenturous efiaugh lo' undermine imnd 
isp^x^rfe rfie hope of ar i^tiire life* Two hjot^ • 
tical declairaers of this defeription, HymenpOB 
atv3 Philetus, afre fpedfisd bf St. Pauliiaihis 
i^t(^d Epi'ftle to Timothy r'sis hming^ erried 
:c6ficef^ing the triitb^faytHgtbat tbtfefutrtfHfm 
"i^pGjl^alrekidy t^ affirming the>pro»ifcd ifXtm^ 
redion to be of a figurative nature ; a rflfitr*- 
4-ii9tt>n- ^^ "be ^ afcctymplifliKd in 'thc^rij)i«fent 
^<tdtld^^ a rcfurredtion, as it hey probably! ^eskr 
*p}|£^'ed*^thehifelv«^, frora4^(tete4©f;vioe'ttwm ' 
/ftat<fe of virtiTei Tboujgli Hymeneus/' afitwrd- 
iwg td th*-^afitive detlaration of thcl (bme 
^Tpoftle^ bad, irt this ftind^unental point ivuidfif 
jhip^retk Gofkcrrmg faith ^ becaufe he h^ 
firft /^ ^«b^/ W; ^00^' confitence : thoogh ' boch 
thfefe corrupters of yi>^ trnth as it ii iniyefus^ 
havirrg emancipated themfelves fw>m: the 
d^ead of a 'jodgerment to come, woui'M na- 
turally plbnge withi little reftraint into fiagi* 
tfe^uftiidfe, aiid might) t fans have been expe^Uld 
to bring gencTal* difcrqdit on their ^ opiitioiia 
€*en in the eyes of common obfervers : yit 
tbeif^ Avord^id Mt 04 doth a cancer ^ andoi^tr-^ 
thriw th^' faSth'of ipmtw T«achers idbSkcil 
"Wrilth'thfe^^aine^ ibufelefe/aod piarcioua priu-- 
. - H ciplcs 
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dplesi^faid iiftimuatediihemrelves and acquk^ct 
tniSu^n^^ armiM^ -tb^ (phriftian^ of Cbrlnth^ 
Well auwraw' that ihtindtniffion of fuch priri- 
dptes-iirijany. xJegree' teaded in an equal Ae^ 
gree to/^tiprootHGbriftianity from xts^ fonnda-^ 
lioat^iitbe apoftle .ftnenuoufly advance©: fbr^ 
wirdivtp CiCinj:qi;id fori the genuine faitJiyiA^' 
fmi^^ Q^\g\tk9^]j\dttiv^ed to the./ainu.\ He 
fflc^lf^n tfl : itjie . j:f memttf aoce of his cpfavGEt^ 
thfjjt i^pfpi^l which. ibc^Jiad preached, to them 
ji^^olb<? beginn^ing;; j^that gOfyel wiiUicbithcy 
hp4)en>bracod jthAt gofpel by which itbdy 
vmi^ to, be faved 5 a goipel^ built* on tihe 
gifounj4rYvork of Chrift's refttrredtidn. from 
th(3i (ifa4j .AOd eftaWiftiing bjr. infalEble ^ 
proofs feia repeated appearaqccs afwr hia re^ 
tiurn from the grav^ feparately to ^U Peter, 
j^terw^ds. to St. Jam^s,. more tban.opcejto 
ajjittbe fapoftles.colleaed together, theo^to an 
a,fle?nbly,pftaibove five hundred difciple8^ i»oft 
qf wl^p.iu were ftill alive, and, laft of r^U^^to 
St. P^ul . bimlelf. He warns tbea»t^ha4<;;the 
reality of. the refurred^ion of Chrift i»vas. in- 
fifiP^r^ibly coQnqd^ed with thie aflbranoe.i of 
:^beir. o w.n ^W^e^^ refprrpd^ion y thfit if ■ , . fbp 
j^jead. Ty^renpit^tp rif«|, Chrift was- poi, riff^.j 
Vtu^tjf G wiare nfltfif^en^.tbe apoftles wbp 
Jljad^. promulgated a gpfpel prQQlaimiqg.His 
f^fuf re<3^^ tiad ^cAiiied. falfeiy corxQ.^rning 
.^^ 4 God ; 



l^mrlrci^ M^i^i an impoQdve aodoa^dsinfioh/i} 
that jtb^iQorjnthiaivs bad believcxl mmmy^tti 
v^^ty^t^hiiihdt fins, ; hjii placed. .'celianceiiqb 
«U:falfc)bood, andwere: deftiiiite .of pardon ^ftid^ 
wi8iout.a.poffibilky ofialvatlonj. aftdnbit^alt 
who/had fallen afleep ia Chrift,- i^H who^fof 
His fake. had encountered^ perfeeutibn and 
xnifeiy^ all who had dkd in Hi^f^ith and^ kl 
fall. -afib ranee of life eternal through lYtiAi 
haxlperiihed,-^ Having ihus^.fatty.fet befo^ 
tbelin >thiei ^ronftquences which tv^ikld nte^f^ 
farily -crtfue^^ if the peftilent dolbrine ^hh 
which thejr ' wete affailed were founded' ia 
triith :- a doftriae which would pnc^ve thii 
Chrifl' hsld not rifen frdm the de&d,; that 
iHeb ad 'l^vf ought no atonement for •fin; thAl 
He ^vv^s enable to perform his ptomifes ; that 
^#ifO hope remained ifor the righteous j thittlife 
tvfeiole ^bwG of the Chriftian religion wk^ '-a 
-huB?ian^^fc(irttrivance, the produdioii of deK^ 
1)tT^^frtfud and unexampled hypocrify : he 
.^he^''1:h'em in the words of the text with 'k 
{oliniH 'ftatenKent of the real fad as to^ ^k 
34ruri^(a:i6n of their Lord, and the bkffdd 
i.i%fiiTt (jif His refurreQion with regard to ^ 
fth&fe whoitrufted irt Him. :g/y/ nowis Chryi 
^Af^nrfrom the dead tini becMe th^ ytrjl\fi^iik 
^^cf them thatfepLy'^'Y^^^^^ fhaike^i.^n- rriiftd,^ 
. *^' ' '■ '' for 
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f^i* thus we may conceive ihc s^poftle s^dreC* 

. ^pgrhi^ beloved foUowers ; " Be Hot fltialjiea 

**, \n^ mind, nor carried about with every wind 

\ of dpdrine^ Hold faft withput' Ayayering 

*** 'thei .profeffion of your faith^^ and efpecially 

i'l^ol'.that moft imponant ar,ticle, on 'which 

5^-tbe tf:VDth off the gofprel and every prpiiiife 

ft %phich you cherifli »Qf pardon and foture 

ffj happinefo depend, the refurredicm of your 

fVSavioijp ^om the dead* Regard pot thefe 

^ unrighteous deceivers, who are cqme among 

•*oyou,. fubverting your fouls, miniftera of 

,*f;»|he -prince of darknefs transforming thenv 

fff felves into, apoftles of Chrift i the chief 

JflrOf.-whom, Hymeneus, I am conftrained 

:'H,«>4^Uver unto Satan, I am compelled to 

>" Aibf€(5t to the penal inflidlon of a mira^ 

•?^ fCulous and fevere difeafe, that he may 

^'- If ara not to blafpheme ; and that, being 

^1^ .thus driven by the punifhment of the flelh 

^^-to aconviaion of his guilt, his foul may per- 

j^*Vrphance be faved in the day of the !Lord (3). 

-y^ Chrift is rifi^ifrom the dead. He rofe on 

^ ^the third day, according to the Scriptures. 

/ft',God did not leave his foul in hell, in the 

/^ aJ>©de of feparate fpirits ; neither did He 

: *^. (qfFcr His, Holy One to fee corruption- And 

'^'Mci^'kficmc tbefifJtfruiU of them that JJcpi. 

""^ \ {h) I Cor. V. 5. I Tiair i. 20* 

«» He 
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** He is the firft-born from the dead, that m 
**' all things He might haVeth'e jii-eie4rii Wthfi^; 
•* For it pleafed the Fith^ th'it id ' Hfrtl 
•* fliotild all fulnefs d^ell. AkbytM'dkat 
** tion of the firft fruits, the dtviwj Weffin| 
** was drawn down upoh the whotd-hkfvi^^ 
»» fo has Ghrift fanaified all' tfi* ^^pfeof 
«* God, foir whofe fitos Hfe aifed,''«»P#lADft 
'« juftification He arofe.^ If yo^' tjcli^t* «hal 
«* Jefos died and rdfe lagaitf j bfellfei^fe'thaf itfttem 
«-^Hb which fieep hi Jefiis willG^/bMng 
■^'^Ith Him." ■"■ •••■" ■■ ■''•-'•-;■•.■ -n?; " 
■ By eftaWifeing the fafd- of -t^tf i^furr^afion 
of Chrift, the apoftle had providtid' i^Stiihi*^ 
^ve anfwer to every objeAloh v^lfch tbtifij ^ 
•urged againft the future ^•elirrr^aSdrf o^^He 
dead, on whatever j^riricrple the" <^bje6?ion 
might' be founded. WaS theTefurr<ta$6fe o!f 
the (ftad pronouncfed impoffibfe*? Tfife'Vdp^ 
•was at hand. ** Cbrj^ isri/tn. TWfkme 
**poWer' which raifed Him is- able* ««fVai1Sb 
*^ all ttien." Was the rcfurreaion^dtifcrlbeS, 
ini the" language of profane defpi^er«"itrtibn|; 
'thr heathen, as an unworthy and t\ndimikl>fe 
fiope? "The reply was readyj '^ '€Mj9-h 
'^**' tfeni Can that hopt be unW6Jth'y'>}^ci1ii 
'^ that hope be lindtefirable to lain j ' >wllid!i, 
^^"whcn the Son of God bedims imatl; hii^ 
^: perfeaed iiiHim r* VfU ihm^amAitfb. 

.} repr©» 
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^H keaheSori of God fcfy-rifmg frofm \hi itfe^^, 
^^♦uhatlali'declaipedJthat all i?^6 arfe itt the^^gntve 
AV;4hadli heurr hk -xoky a'ttd fliall - fcb mc f 6rth?' 
-&(?./ decjpty^ toU'^V^ 'W4^ St: Panl-^mjyrfeflecl 

iaboursvwkbu €^i{Mili*^eS[rfleftnefs*' iti: tfci^ ti^ 

crate the trbd^r-'of^theidodriftc that^-aH kt^n 
{foall- br raifed /froni'the dead ; and t&ie:&^diA 
Jt)?ft»;bkff«jcJaefe of ^jthe change,/ which' IhiA 
ihbn j)e tcxpcrienced.b)f the rigbteou^' . > ^ & 
- ^ ^ lEorJSncb iy\ ^tmiiintp death ; by man ^ttiif^ 
aijotbisefiir^e^lonoftht dtM^ For atiri'Adh)n 
0U diici)^emr^f9 iH' Ckryi Jhail ali be ma\ie 'aiiv'c. 
. Deathi^camt' fe^y f^ail t in Adam iW diB: 
Adi^m^ tranlgrefiittg the divine commafid',- \yf 
obedience tq tvhicb lie v^as to bold- bis hi{)p^ 
ftate, wias expelkd from Paradife^, 1^'by 
coaiinuing to e^at of the tree o^ Kfe hid^fiibiil^ 
livcvfor ever. Barred.byvhe -flaming fv^oi-c! 
pf ithe i^heruhim from- ^11 a'ccefs tb *rts vivify- 
ing fruiter he w^^ j^^ndori^d to hisixatural 
Mvdrti^ity.. His- monal ^^nahrre defccndekl "tb 
bi&chiWten y from- tli^m^ it has defcendexf '' tb' 
.V?.(\ii;<Mii;,v^ i| ^^.i^Jl dfcfcecid ta^tK^ilfeteft •^ei^ 
- :» V : neration 
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.iri^fatlanif^.qnaiikiiridinuSo. death jfia(fedt>ia^pm 
air rawing • J5y Acfenn'^ itratifgndEQai ^ irswry 
.^an, haa been fubjc^S^.to tfee featenoe^ ,;i)/j^ 
ihoi^ mii anduntq di^ ijbalt tboftVeturM, rBiit 
God is a God of rw^roy?. Whei*fin:kbbuiided, 
h? decreed that igriitie r ihoiild :mock jmore 
abound* He deer^tbat. tbcMmm- btotight 
;flt?i. tbe bui^ian race by/the princt ^ evil fjMr. 
fi t§ \f hoiai^iipated; ih$. ferpenti; by Satan^i tl^e 
father, of lies,, who w^ .thus /z mmdenr.f^om 
jf^fi, begimmg,y: ^oviid^ imt'h^ ln^ithout^ hope 
^4 wiiboui end. He ; decreed .thac: by. .a. 
bei»g of (that very/, oature iJvhicb the IDdV^il 
lia^k degraded and fu^bdued ^ > by €t d^eftmrid^ttii 
according ta the > fldh^- from; .t»hof^ im(brable 
fi^nei:s, whom hie now triiunphandy led.Sap^* 
tiy^^at his wiU;\ th€ lofs of man ihowld N 
regained, the great Engpiy fhould.in xhis tuiin 
he vamquiflied and hurled into perditioo^r. He 
4ejcrfed, that the y^.^^- ^ th^. 'woman fliauld 
hf^if^ iheferpenfs h^(ul. Heideccoed^ttbat^ aa 
by man caiT^e death, by nmniihpuld alfocjomi^ 
the re(ui;re(aioa of the dead ; .that ms m^iddant 
all^ d^e^ evA^fo 171 Chrifijbgll all be made idmesL 
Ch^ift .un^9ftook the office of meriry aadire* 
<;9nci|i^tion. . Jie uiidertoofcy tjjpugh. wi^*i 
put fiq, to bq n>Ade ^n, the^liken^fs of ,;(infub 
fl^h; to Jay down his lifq on the crofsi^ there) 
tg accompliih by his mgrirorlcjUj^i fufietingjM 
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am AtcmeiBeiit fufiicient for the fias of tbe 
whole world ; there openly to triumpl)^ over 
the principalities and powers o£ darkoiefe ; 
there to deftroy the empire of Satan^ and to 
fct free the prifoners of the tomb. / ni^iH 
rap/cm ibem^ be cried, from the powm of tbt 
grave : I will redeem them from death. O 
death ! I will be thy plague. grave ! I wilt 
ke thy defruSion {c). Was the dominion ac-* 
quired through Adam by death univerfal ? So 
alfo is the redemption from death purchafed 
by Jefus Chrift. There JJjall be a rrfurreltton 
rftbe diadi both of tbejuft and unjufi. The 
dead^ fmall and great ^ ih^WJiand before Gtitt. 
jillthat are in the graves Jhall hear the voice of ' 
the Son of Godj and Jhall come forth : they that* 
have done good^ unto the refurreStion oflifh; 
and they that have done cvil^ unfo therefurrec^ 
tion ofdanination [d). 

But every man in his own order. Chrifi^ 
the firjl fruits : afterwards^ they that ar( 
CbriJTs^ at his coming. 

The apoftle, having evinced, in the pre- 
ceding vdrfes, the univerfality of the refurrec- 
tion both of the righteous and of the wicked, 
is folicitous to win the hearts nolefs than the 
underftandings of the Corinthians to a wil- 

(0 Hof. xiii. 14. {d) Afts, XXIV. i^. Rev. zz« la, 
Jbhn, V. 25. 28, 29, - 

ling 
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littgacfeeptation^ of the ' do^m of a futttre 
lifi&' Hence, througbout the fubfeqaent paHrC 
of the chapter he direds their atteatioii aU 
moft^clufkrely to circamftances, wkkh per^ 
tam.to the refurre£tioil of the juft. Ghrifl: 
had. ^alreadiy fulfilled the prophecies, which ^ 
had declared that. He fhould be the firfl who 
fliould rife from the dead. He had -afcended 
intQ.HLeaven,a]id.had entered into His glory. 
He.had already pcefentcd hiidrfelf before the ; 
throne of God as ^e interceflbr^ the fore« * 
tui&oer, and the leprefentative^ of his iainte. . 
Ii\. t^ir due time, .and in their appointed 
order, he will receive them from th& eaft > 
and from the weft^ from the north and from 
tbq^£c|utb, into the kingdom prepared for 
them, through ^ his covenanted atonement, 
from the foundation of the worid. When 
the Lord himfelf fhall defcend from Heaven , 
with a fhout, with the voice of the archangel^ 
and with the trump of God; the dead in 
Chrift fliall rife firft. And then ihall the 
righteous who remain alive at that awefuj 
hour be caught up together with them to 
meet the Lord in the air : and fo fhall they 
all be for ever with the L(Ord (^). 

Then Cometh the end^ when He Jball have 
delivered up the kingdom to God^ even the Fa-- 

(tf)i Theff. iv. 15— 17. 

YoL. L Pd tber: 
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th4^:.when. ^€\ J^J:>fiw put ^)wn ail ruk^ 
and all authority and power. For He mufi 
teigif^ till He hath put all enemies under, his 
feet. The Iqfl enemy that JbaU be dejiroyed u 
death : for He hath put all things under his feet. 
Put when He faith ^ all things are put under 
Him ; it is manifeft that be is Mcceptedy wbieb ^ 
did put . all things under Mm. And when ali 
thits^s JhaU he fub^edunto Him} then Jhall the 
^on alfo hinfelf be fubjeS unt9 Him that put aU 
things under Him^ that God may be all in aU^ 

BecauTe He,, vrho was. die Son of >G«d, 
yQiKpbfafed to become the $on {^'maavb^- 
caiife. He who thought k 4aot robbery* -to 
fee^qual with God^He whto in the beginninjf 
was with God and was God, took upon Hkii«- 
fdif the form of : a fervant, aind humbled 
Hinifelf, . and became obedient untp death, 
eveu the death of the crofs: therefore God 
hath highly exahed Him* As a partaker of 
the everlafting Godhead^ our Saviour could 
not be exalted, Buc in His affumed nature 
as man, in His character as Mediator, He 
was capable of being exalted and glorified; 
^hy throne^ God^ faith the Father unto tbt 
Son J Thy throng ^ O God^ ^^ for en^r and ever: 
a fctptre of righteoufnefs is the fceptre of thy 
kingdom. Thou hafi loved righteoufnefs ^ and 
hated iniquity : therefore Qody even thy God^ 

4 bath 
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}k2tb qmntid thee with the Qtltf ^{^dnefs above 
thy fellows. {/). " 6 Thou who 4** a pat- 
" taket of the fovereign and etertial God^ 
^* head; TTioii who, when Yhou fhalt become 
^ incarnate in human nature, ihalt cothpletdy 
** fulfil my righteous law by the Spirit which 
** fhiU be poured upon Thee Without mei- 
^' fure : as Man Ihalt Thou be i^fed unto 
^^ glory foreign and unknown to the nature 
*' which Thou fhalt have affumed, unto ft 
" throne of everlafting righteoufnefs." .T^ 
Chfift, as man, hath His Almighty Fathe^ 
given a name which is above evety xx^xtx^ 
that at the name of Jefus every knee fhou}^ 
bow, of things in Heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the eartbi and that 
every tongue (hould eonfefs that Jeifuis Chriflt 
is Lord. He hath fet Chrift, as man, at His 
own right hand in Heaven, far above all 
principality and power and might atid domi* 
nion, and every name that is named, not only » 
in this worid, but in that which is to comel 
and hath put all things, Himfelf excepted, 
under His feet* All |>ower is given unto 
Chrift in Heaven and in earth. And He 
muft reign, His feparate and mediatorial 
kingdom muft continue, imtil He fhall have 
put down all rule and all authority and powet, 

(/) Hebr. i. 5. 2i g. 

D d a until 
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umii He &jill have fubdiied all things tmtb 
Hitriietf :^ liritil after hiving extended' the do^ 
Aiinioh of His church* Dvef the whole earth, 
after hbvihgficriifhdd with tHerod of his ven- 
gjeahce all His adverfaries-, whether rebellious 
xnen 'or revolted angds,' He fhaH complete 
the glories 2thd cvincfe the everlafting durabi- 
1?ly of His ti^uniph by the perpetual deftrucr 
*i6(fr of death. That laft enemy ^of man, that 
lateft atrtagonifl: of our Redeemer, fliall af- 
furedly be deftroyed for ever: for God hath 
jpiit all 'tlring^j'cven death 'hlmfelf, under the 
fet tii His Son. For in that He put all in 
^pbjeBion tthder Him^ He^tejl jidtbing that is 
^%ht-'pfit uridif Him. For Cbrijl took not on 
^Mm 't^t nature of angels;, 'but He took oh Him 
Wefeed' of' Abraham^ He alfo IJimfelf took patt 
"^fiejh dMWod^ Ihat through death Be might 
''deJIV'oy Him that had the power of deaths that is ^ 
He devil [g). Chrift fhail enthrone His 
righteous fervants in an inheritatice of cver- 
lafting happinefs, an inheritance incorrupt- 
ible, undefiled, that fadeth not away ; where 
Ueath cometh ho more, for they fliall die no 
morfe, but are equal unto the angels,' land are 
the children of God, being the childrcii of 
the refurreaion. Then, when He fliall thus 
' have accomplilhed His warfare, thus efie^tu- 

'""'- -(f) Hcbr.il. 8. 14. 16, ^ ^ * 

; 1 ally 



adly attained and eftabjifliccjl for,«ver^he purr. 
pofes of ;raercy for which JIe;ftQok hura^, 
nature upon Him ; H^. fharll 4^1iver ap the 
kiiigddip to His Father, He^fhall refign Hi? 
xnicdiatorial kingdom^ that feparate and del^ 
gated Sovereignty of the univerfe which ^e 
had held in a charader now no longer necef- 
fary, to the Father from whom He had r^r 
ceived it: that the eternal Godhead^ Fath^x^^ 
Sgn, and Holy Ghoft, may. thenceforth l)p 
all in all. . 

Such are the fublime and ftupepdpu? vi^vg^ 
which the word of God difplays. of thp uqi- 
vejrfal empire of the Son of God, who 41^4 
for us upon the crofs, , Hea,d ov.er all things 
to His church, angels and authprities ;u^d 
, powers being .made fubjeft untq^ . Hifli • 
He is indeed able to fave to thiP ttttfrmoft»all 
tha^t come by Him unto God*, 1^^ whpv^is 
Lord of 6arth and . Heaven vouqhfafes *,to $aU 
His people by the endearing nanfi?;,Qfi,J^er- 
thren. He knoweth whereof we are ,m#dej 
He remembereth that we are butidujd : fpij in - 
every thing, except fi% He was, made like 
unto His brethren. We have not; an high 
pried which cannot be touched with a feel- 
ing of our infirmities: for He was iij all 
points t&mpted like as we.^e; and haying 
Himfelf fufFered, being ,tempted, He is able 
D d 3 to 



406 Ah ExpopioH oftbej^rJfI^aHofihe\ ^^ 

to fiiccbur them that are tempted. In the 
days of His fl^fti He offered up jprayers and 
fopplicatiefts With ftrong crying and tears 
iSnto Him that was aWe to fave, and He was 
heard ; ' and His ears are ever open to the 
prayers of His fervants, His arm - is ever 
ftretched forth in defence of the heirs of fal- 
vation. Look up then to Chrift, ye who, 
though tleeply confcious of your fins, are 
humbly labouring through the fanftification 
of His Spirit to ferve Him in faith and holi-* 
nefs ; look up to your glorified King with 
ctinfidence and joy. From His thronein the 
heaven of heavens He is beholding'you for 
^od/ By riight and by day He watdhes over 
ybifl ; ftii^lils you from evil, fupports you 
irwfder tHals, delivers you from temptation, 
¥^ly to Hiiii for continual protection : |)lead 
with Htmf for never^failing^^race. Depend 
with unfli?kken reliance on His promife, on 
'Hfs pdwer, on His wifdom, on His love. He 
who ipared not His own life for you, fhall He 
trot give you aH things ? All things are yours : 
'^whether ihe woi^^ or lijij or deaths or things 
frefent^ of thihgs to come ^ all things are yours : 
aH things are ordained - arid controuled and 
dire<9"ed for your h'appinefs, becaufe ye are 
.Chrifi^s{hy. ' '-^Bufr trefiiblei ye unrepenting 

-^ ^ * "^ (h") rCor. lil. 21/23. ^ ^ 

• * finners, 
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fitmcr^^ ye Vf}kO defpife and difbbey the gof- 
{>el: tumble; to behold that Saviour whom 
ye reje<a exalt^ to the dominion of the uni^^ 
verfe. By your pcrfevcrance in trati(greflidtl 
you ccmftrain Him to be your'^eneray. YbijI 
range yourfelves in battle array againft yoi 
Judge : ypii turn a deaf ear to His pflfer^ 
fotgivenefs : you pluck down death and mi- 
sery cvcrlafting with your own hands upon 
yourfelves. What is your confidence ? Do 
you provoke the Almighty to anger ? . Are 
you ftronger than He ? Thofe whom His love 
cannot reclaim His indignation (hall over^ 
whelm* Jefus, the Limb of Gdd, facrificed 
for your fins, you defpife* Behold Jefus thfe 
Son of God, Himfelf one with the Father, 
feated on His Father's thrbne^ Behold the 
/dawning of the great day. Behold^ He cometh 
fwith clouds ; and every eyejhallfee Him I Be- 
^ hold the day when thefunjhall become black as 
fack-chth^ and the moon as blood: when thejlars 
Jhall fall from heaven^ and the heaven Jhall 
depart as a fcroll when it is rolled together^ 
and every mountain and ijland Jhall be moved 
out of their places : when all the enemies of 
Chrift, kings of the earthy and great men and 
rich ^nen^ and chief captains ^ and mighty men^ 
and every bondman and every freeman ^ Jhall 
hide themfelves in the dens and in the rocks of 

D.d4 the 
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the mountains ; and Jballfay to the mountains, 

of Him tbatftttetb on the throne^ and from the 
wrath of the Lamb. For the great day of His 
wrath is jcome : and .-wboi Jhfillb§ able to 
Jiand (/) i Liften ^ven yet to the voice of 
mercy. Bend the ftubbora knee, bow down 
the hardened heart. He ftill waits to be gra- 
cious. But the feafon of trial will have an 
end. His Spirit will not always ftrive with 
man. Your time of trial may be expiring. 
Humble yourfelf before Chrift, the Lord of 
heaven and earth : truft in His atoning blood : 
pray without ceafing for His grace : and fave 
yobrfelves, while yet you may, from the te-- 
furrtSion^rf damnation. 

(f)Rey. uy. vi.jz— x/, . -* 
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SERMON XIX. ;: 

An Expofition of the fecond Part of the.Lefr 
fon appointed for the Burial Service. 



I COR. XV. 20. »^ 

Now is Cbrift rifcnfrom the Dead^ and iecow^ 
the Jirji fruits of them, that J^pt.,:, , ^ A 

TN the preceding difcourfe t laid before you 
the fubftance of St. Paul's arguments ia 
the earlier part of the chapter under our con- 
fideration ; together with fuch refledions 
tending to yout edification and your comfort 
as appeared naturally to flow from the fubjeA. 
The apoftle had earneftly infilled on the truth 
of the refurredion of Chrift as the ground- 
work of CJiriftian faith, and the pledge of 
the future refurre£tion of all men at their 
appointed time and in their proper order. He 
had reminded the Corinthians of the leading 

feature 
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feature in the divine plan of redemption j 
thatlhc great Deliverer wb^fl>o«ld- provide 
the means of reftoration for fallen man fliould. 
himfelf be man : that the vi£lorious enemy 
of the human race (houtd be defpoiled of 
his fovereignty, fhould be caft into ever- 
lafting perdition, by a Being who fbould 
manifeft Himfelf in the flelh, v^ho fhould 
be clothed in that nature, which the tempr. 
ter by his triuiHph over our firft parents had 
corrupted and enflaved. He had enlarged on 
the import, the extent, and the duration, of 
the mediatorial' kingdom of our Lord : and 
had marked with particular energy that com- 
plete demonftratioh of the Redeemer's uni- 
verfal power, thatfburce ofinexpreflible con- 
folation and inextinguifhable happinefs to 
His fervants, the total deftruftion of death. 
He proceeds unto the conclufion of the 
chapter ftill to prefs thefe awakening trutha 
on the Chriftians to whom he addreflcd his 
cpiftle; and by that epiftle, being dead^ be yd 
Jp,eaketb to us, and (hall continue to fpeak the 
words of falvation to the extremities of the 
earth, until his Lord (hall return in the 
clouds to call the living and the dead to 
judgenient. He confirms the do£trine of the 
refurxedion by additional reafonings ; , and 
vindicates it iVoin the cavils of objedtors by 

perfpi- 
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perfpicuous' and familiar lllnftrations. Mo 

enters at xoqficlerable length Into the tmtlire 

of the change, which (hall he cxpertenrcri by 

the glorified bodies of juft men made pcrfedl ; 

fuddenly breaks forth into atriumphnnt ftrain 

of gratitude to God, who givcth u^ throufjli 

our Lord Jefus Chrift the vidory over oiif 

)aft enemy armed with the mortal 6^n of (iti 

and ftrong in the penal ('dn(X\om of tho 

yiolated law : and clofes the fuHjc6l: with rt 

ihorc but impreflrtre and animated exhort^-' 

lion to that tledfaftnefs, that joyful patience 

in faith and holioels, to whtch^ by the pfO* 

mile and through the blood of Chrif^^ lh€ 

jrcward of everlafting happtnefs h en(oft(h 

Theie^ my brethren, are the leflT^n^ wHieli 
I would attempt to unfold for your encr>nr^ 
agement in your pilgrim^ij^e throfij^h an eviJ 
world, ia your pafiage through the valley of 
the thadow of death • 

El/k whatjhall tbey dn^ 'Vbh'uh are hapfif/rd 

for the dead; If the dead rife mt at allf Why 

are tbej then baptifedfnr the dead ? yind ^vhy 

Jland we in jeopardy every hour ? f pr')t^ft by 

your rejoicing i»hicb I han>e In Chrfi f^fr^f 

^^ur LfArd^ I (&e daily, ff after the mnnner of 

nien^ I have fouf^bt wiih he/j/l< at hZpfv^fuf : 

'mhat adoania^eth it me^ if the dead rfc mt .^ 

Lit lis eat atid drink ; f^^r tr^tpnrrr/t^} -r^f ///> ' 
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feature in the divine plan of redemption ;. 
thatlhc great Deli verSr who {ho«ld-pFovide 
the means of reftoration for fallen man fhould 
hiqafelf be man : that the vi£lorious enemy 
of the human race (houtd be defpoiled of 
his fovereignty, fhould be caft into ever- 
lafting perdition, by a Being who fhould 
manifefl Hirafelf in the flefh, who fhould 
be clothed in that nature, which the temp* 
ter by his triuiHph over our firft parents had 
corrupted and enflaved. He had enlarged on 
the import, the extent, and the duration, of 
the mediatorial' kingdom of our Lord : and 
had marked with particular energy that com- 
plete demonftratioh of the Redeemer's uni- 
verfal power, thatfource ofinexpreffible con- 
folation and inextinguifhable happinefs to 
His fervants, the total deftruftion of death. 
He proceeds unto the conclufion of the 
chapter flill to prefs thefe awakening truths 
on the Chriftians to whom he addreflcd his 
cpiflle; and by that epiftle, being dead, be yet 
Jp,eaketb to us, and (hall continue to fpeak the 
words of falvation to the extremities of the 
earth, until his Lord fhall return in the 
clouds to c£ill the living and the dead to 
judgement. He contirms the dodrine of the 
refurxedion by additional jeafonings ; , and 
vindicates it fi-om' the cavils of objedors by 

perfpi- 
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perfpicuous' and familiar illuftrations. He 
enters at xoqfiderable length into the nature 
of the change, which (hall be experienced by 
the glorified bodies of juft men made perfeft : 
fxiddenly breaks forth into a triumphant ftrain 
of gratitude to God, who giveth us through 
cur Lord Jefus Chrift the vi£lory over our 
)a(^ enemy armed with the mortal dart of firt 
and ftrong in the penal fandions of the 
violated law : and clofcs the fubjeO: with d 
ihort but impreflive and animated exhorta- 
tion to that lledfaftnefs, that joyful patience 
in faith and holinefs, to which, by the pro^ 
mife and through the blood of Chrift, the 
reward of everlafting happinefs is enfured, 
Thefe, my brethren, are the leiTons which 
I would attempt to unfold for your eiicour- 
•agement in your pilgrimage through an evil 
world, in your paflage through the valley of 
the fhadow of death. 

El/e what Jb all they do^ 'which are baptifed 

for the dead; if the dead rife not at allf Why 

are they then baptifed for the dead ? And why 

flandive in jeopardy every hour ? I p7*otefl by 

your rejoicing which I have in Chriji Jefus 

our Lord^ I die daily. Jf after the manner of 

men^ I have fought with beafts at Ephefus : 

what advantageth it me^ if the dead rifi not? 

Let us eat and drink ; for to^pibrrow we die ! 

/ In 
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' In the nineteenth verfc St. Paul had *al* 

rtady affirmed coticerning himfelf, and the. 

ether apoftles and preachers of the gcfpcl :* 

If in this life only we have hope in Cbrifi ; wt 

are of all men moji miferable. Moft truly might 

he make this declaration. What was their fitu* 

ation as you find it reprefented in the Ads of 

the Apoftles, and incidentally defcribed in the 

EpiftlcsofSt. Paul and of the other facred 

writers ? One continued fcenc of toil, forrow, 

anxiety, danger, and perfecution. Chafed 

from region to region, odious alike to the 

Jews and to the Romans, in affliSlionSy in ne* 

ceJJitieSy in dijlreffesy injlripes^ in imprifottments^ 

in tumulU^ in labours^ in watcbings^ i^fyfti^g^^ 

in^feriU in the city^ in perils in the wilder nefsy 

in perils in the fea^ in perils among falfe bre^ 

tbren ; in wearinefs and painfulnefs^ in bung&r 

tind tbirjl^ in cold andnakednefs (^^), and under 

perpetual hazard of a violent and torturing 

death ; if they were not juftified in looking 

forward through Chrift to a future recom- 

p6nce, they were indeed the moft miferaSle 

of mankind. If then they knowingly and 

willingly expofed themfelves to uninterrupted 

dangers and fufFerings by preaching the refur- 

reftion of their crucified Mafter ; by preaching 

a gofpel depending on the truth of His re- 

{a)2 Cor. VI. 4, 5. xi. 26, 27. 

furredion, 
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furraOion, and announeing -the future r^far- 

re£tion of all men: whati/ras the neceffary 

conclufion ? That they knew whom they had. 

believed ; that they knew that Jefus Chrift had 

arifen, that all men (hould rife, that the gofpel 

was true. To this argument St. Paul now 

recurs. What confiderationy he enquice$« 

except a firm conviftion that there rqmafn^th 

beyond the grave a hope for the rightedu^ 

could induce^ men to encounter :a. certaia 

profpeft of wretched neis in the prefent . Ufo^ 

and to be baptifed for the dead: to l^. bap* 

tifed into a religion eftabiiflied on the>doftrmfc 

of the refurredlion ; or, as thi^ diffiqultexT 

preffioo is not unfrequently interpreted, to be 

baptife^ in the place of thofe who are dead^; 

to take upon themfelves the Chriftian prof^ 

fion which had proved befwe their eyea th^ 

caufe of deftrudlion to numbers, ^nd eagerly 

to offer, themfelves to fill up thofe vacancies 

which martyrdom had occafioned in theranlcs 

bf the foldiers of Chrift? What other con- 

fideration, he demands, could perfuade us, the 

apoftlesjto ftand in jeopardy, cheerfully to ex- 

pofe our lives to extreme danger every hour ? 

To ftrengthen his reafoning, St. Paul appeala'tp 

hiaown fufferings, to his own perils. Onano* 

ther occafion w:e find him applying^to. him- 

felf and his affociates the prophetical expref- 

fions 



4t4 ^^' ^ocpojittcn of the fecond Pan ^f the 

fions of the Pfalmift \ For thy fake are we killed 
all the day long; we are counted asjheepjhttbf 
Jlaughter [b). And now he folemnly record$ 
his proteftation, that he was in daily hazard of 
death for preaching the gofpel. And he refers 
to a fpecial inftance of perfeciKion, well known 
to the Corinthians, which had overtaken hini 
in Aiia, and is detailed in the nineteenth 
chapter of the book of AQs ; and is again 
mentioned by St. Paul in his fecond Epiftle 
to the Corinthians {c\ as a danger in which 
he was prefled out of meafure, above hi« 
ftrcngth, infomuch that he defpaired even of 
life^ regarded the fentence of death as about 
to be executed upon him, and had no hope 
remainifig except the fure and never-failing 
confidence that God would raife the dead. 
^ laith he, after the manner ofmen^ to adopt 
a proverbial form of expreffion in ordinary 
ufe among you, / have fought with heajis at 
Epbefus: if I have dared the ungovernable 
fury of a frantic multitude, outrageous ixlA 
cruel as favage beafts : What advantagetb it 
me^ if the dead rife not? What poiBble benefit 
could I derive from all the labours and af» 
flidions, which I bring upon myfelf by 
preaching Chriftianity j by what poffible inr 
duccmcnt could I be impelled to incur them j 

(h) Rom. viii. 36. {() 2 Cor. 1. 8> 9. 

if 



Ij0n cp^intedfpr iJH Burial -S^fvlce, 415 

if there werp no refun;edic?a ? If after tW? 
fliortfcene of exiftence, there w^re no future 
lific J we, the apoftles of Chrift, flionld em* 
ploy our perfonal exertions, we fhould xc* 
commend it as the only rational objc£t of 
the exertions of. others, to make the moft of 
the prefent .ftate of being. We fhould not 
exhort you to fet your affedlions on things 
aboye, to be crucified unto the worlds to be 
dead unto its pleafures. Our language would 
be the language prevalent in the mouthis of 
your unbelieving and fenfual philofophers. Let 
us eat and drink ^ we fliould fay ;j^r to-morro'm 
^c die. Life is (hort j life is uncertain. Seize 
every gratification of the palling hour. Lofc 
not prefent enjoyment in the hope of future 
' blifs : for beyond the tomb no futurity re* 
irains. 

But he not deceived^ the apoftle continues 1 
evil communications corrupt good manners. 
Awake to righteoufnefs and Jin not : forjhmt 
have not the knq^fedge of God. I /peak this to 
jourjhame. He admonifties the Corinthians to 
roufe themfelves from their fpiritual lethargy, 
to be ever upon their guard againft the deceit** 
ful influence, the enfnaring fociety, and thb 
corrupting converfation of their falfe teachersj 
who maintained that there was no judgement 
nor life to come. He excites them to a 
vigilant felf-examination, to an unfhaken ad- 
herence 
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hcTcri<ic' unto found do£lriiie, to an abhbf- 
rcncc 6f unfcriptural principles, and of/ fin, 
to which unfcripturat principles neceiTarily 
<otidudt» He reproves them for that want of 
the knowledge ofGod^ that ihameful deficiency 
in religious information and attainments, to 
which alone could be afcribed their endurance 
for a moment of a.dpdtrinefubverfiVe of the 
very foundations of Chriftianity^ The re- 
proof, as St. Paul welLremarked to the Corin- 
thians, was tb xhtiv Jhame. My brethren, if 
we remain ignorant of any of the. great 
doctrines of our religion ; it is to our fhame. 
.The Scriptures and the houfe of God are open' 
to every one of us. Whatever is requifite 
to falvation is placed before the humble en* 
quirer diftlndly, and within, his reach. : The 
nature of God ; the corruption of man ; /the 
office of our Redeemer ; the unceafing ne- 
ceffity of divine grace ; the imperfection and 
the attendant flnfulnefs of all human works; 
^the confequent impoffibility of pardon and 
falvation except through faith in the atonfaig 
blood of Chrift ; the indifpenfable obligation 
to ftedfaft holinefs and good works as the 
fure fruits and only evidences of juftifyiftg 
faith; the certainty of a future judgement, 
of a refurre£tion of life or of damnation: 
thefe arc truths fo plainly, fo energetically 

Hated 



ftated in that yoiumQ whi«h, if we fioccrelj!: 
love God thrQugb Chrift, will he our couftant . 
fti^dy, th^t, if we qpqtintte i^nownt of thcRi, 
we.fhall dpfervedly hp ^pvered ^\x\\ con^ 
fufjon, we fhall awake ftc>ni the dul^ of the 
earth tg ^lame and everlafting contempt 

The. appftle, in the np:jct pUce, expof^s the 

abfur/iity of thofe cavils againft the pqilihiUty 

of the rf furreftion of the body from its duft^ 

which hy the uncpnvened heathen were fre^ 

quently brought forward. Bfitfome man will 

Jay Cm Mow are the dead raifed Up ^ And with 

ivJboit ^9f(y do they com( ? The foUy of tbi$ 

objeiftioa St. Paul naanifeftft hy dire^ing 4hc 

thoDghts qf the perfon reprefented as urgiog 

it tp a fifnilar example of the power of God 

4lifpliiyed before the eyes of all men every 

day : an exaipple which our Saviour bad 

ake^dy applied to illuftrate a parallel truth (d)^ 

Ttboufool! I'bat which thoufoweft is not quick" 

cned^ f^atcipt it die. . O blind and proud felf- 

decfiiirer! Why fliould it be thought a thing 

impoiiibic with thee that God fhould raife the 

dead? ;In every feed which thou fowcft a 

change is wrought of the fame nature with that 

traoaformation^which fball take place in the re« 

furreftion of the human body. The corruption 

and decay of the original feed are neceflary to 

[i) John,xii. jj. 

Vbi. L E e the 
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the developement of the future plant. Xvithai 
which thoufoweji^ in every feed which thou 
committeft to the earth, thou foweft not tM 
body which Jhall be^ but bare grain ; it may 
chance of wheats or of fome other grain. But 
God giveth it a body as it hath pleafed him] 
and to every feed its own body. Thou foweft 
a naked lifelefs feed wholly different in out- 
ward appearance, -in organization, in fenfibk 
qualities, from the living herb, which by ex- 
perience thou knoweft (hall fpring from its 
diflblution. But God beftoweth on it a new 
body, provided for it by Him conformably 
to its kind : He raifeth it up into a beautiful 
plant furnifhed with powers and endowed 
with properties fuited to the new and more 
noble ftate of exiftence, which He appoints 
it to fill. The hand whkh, from a buried 
and perifhing grain of wheat can rkife up the 
blade and the ear ; can call forth from the 
duft into which man'5 mortal body is diflblved 
a frame fit to partake of the inheritance of 
the faints in light. Do you require addi- 
tional arguments and illuftrations ? God has 
abundantly fupplied them. He has already 
written them in His works. He has already 
manifefted Himfelf able to create bodies 
of flefli feverally differing according to their 
generic diftinftions ; and bodies of other xazr 
tures, varying each frpm the other in^bry. 
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Alljlejh is not the famejlejh : for there is one 
kind offlejb of men ; another flejh of heqfts ; 
another offjhes; and another of birds. Tb^re 
are alfo celefial bodies^ and bodies terreJiriaL 
But the glory of the celejiial is one ; and the 
glcfKy of the terrejlrial is another. Thjere is one 
glory of the fun ^ and another glory of the moon ; 
and another glory ofthejiars : for one far dfr 
ferethfrom another far in glory. PJe who hai 
moulded the duft of the earth into bodies of 
flefli diverfified in their natures according to 
the wide diverfity which fubfifts between the 
different families of the animal world : Hfi 
who has beftowed on the inanimate workj- 
xnan^ip of his hands, on the orbs which roll 
through unbounded fpace, degrees of radiance 
fo various as thofe by which the earth, the 
moon, the fun, and ^the innumerable flars of 
heaven are refpedively diftinguifhed : He is 
able to revive under another form the de- 
cayed flefti of man, and for ever to crown it 
with glory, which it was incapable of fuftain- 
ing before. Is not this reprefentation tfue? 
Is it not pertinent ? Even fo alfo is the refui^ 
reSlion of the dead. It is fown in corruption ; 
it is raifed in incorruption : it is^ fown in dif- 
honour ; it is raifed in glory : it is fawn in 
nveaknefs ; // is raifed in power : it is fown a 
natural body ; it is rai/ed afpirltual bo^. Such 
""Ec 2 fhall 
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fliall be the majefty of the righteous, when 
they fhine like the fun in the kingdom of 
their Father : fuch the glorious change expe- 
rienced by their natural bodies, when they arc 
transformed by the Lord Jefus into bodies 
fpiritual like His own. For as there is now 
a natural body ; fo there Is alfo a Jpiritual bodj^ 
iT\ tef^r.ve for the children of God. And ja 
it is written : the firft man^ Adam^ when God 
brq^jhed into his noftrils the breath of life {c\ 
ftxa^a made a living fouL ; But the Iqft Adam 
iBpt only became, ^Ijbke the firft man, a 
ftving foul : l»fi^.,fey; his t>wa proper .power 
He poflf (Tod li& in himCblf ; and He was able 
alfa to beftow lif^ .on others according to His 
pletiur^i Ho^ was a quickening :Spirit. For as 
the Father hath life in bimfelf; fo hath He given 
ti^ the Son t^-bave life in hiv^felf As the Fa^ 
tber raifeth up the dead and quickenetb them) 
evenfo the Son quickeneth whom He will. And 
all that ar-e in the graves fhall hear His voice^ 
and, fhall come forth [f). As every defcendent 
of Adam has by inheritance received a natural 
body fim^lar to that of his firft parent ; fo fhall 
every true believer in Chrift Jefus • receive at 
the laft day by the, quickening power of His 
Redeemer a body fpiritualifed and glorified 
like to that of the human nature glorified in 

{e) Gen. ii. ?• (/) Johxif T« ai. 26. 28^ 29, 

the 
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the perfon of the Son of God. Howbeit for 
this his heaveoly transfigiiiration he muft 
wait in patient hope, u^til his earthly taber- 
nacle ihall be diflblved. 7'hat njoas nta firfi 
which h f^ri(ual\ but that which is natural: 
and ufler ward ^ that 'Which is fpirituaL ^he 
Jirjl man h of the earthy qarthy: thefecondmm 
is th^ Lord from heaven. Adam, our firft 
|)arent, was formed from the duft of the 
ground ; mortal in his nature, and even in 
paradife preferved from ^ecay only by the 
fruit of the tree x>f life. But the fecond man 
Chrjift Jefus was iStod mantled in the fiejh* 
the STon of God, by natirre a partaker of the 
Godhead : but for our fakes attd ibr our fal- 
vation veiled for a feafon in ^ human body, 
a body fir ft to be fubjc^d to Jeath, then 
exalted into heaven, incorruptible and im- 
mortal. As is the earthy^ fuch are they that 
are earthy ; and as is the heavenly^ fuch are 
they alfo that are heavenly. And as we have 
borne the image qf the earthy ; we Jhall alfo 
*bedr the image of the heavenly. For his ap- 
pointed feafon the child of corruption muft 
bear the body of corruption. Earth muft xt,r 
turn to earth before-it can be clothed with life 
eternal. But if, while thou art in this taberna- 
cle, thou art renewed in the Spirit of thy mind 
after the ims^e of the Lord from heaven* 
Ee 3 when 
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tvhen Ghrift, who is thy Lord and thy life, (hall 
ii^ppear, then fhalt thou alfo appear with Hi(A 
in glbry. Now this I fay^ brethren^ that Jlefi 
arid blood cdnnot inherit the kingdom of God i 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruptiofi. Oar 
bbdiea, if continiied in a (late, of impure and 
pefifliable flefh and blood, would be unfit for 
the habitations of the blefledj unqualified for 
the glories of eternity. ^Behold! IJhe^yotfi 
iAyJIery. \ Would explain to you through tl}e 
infpipatioi* of the Spirit of tr^^ith the fecrcts 
of the-Wotidtb €Ome,^which Gdd alode cati 
t^tzh We pdl not all Jleep *in the grave ; 
kut ^ejhall all be changed: all the generations 
6f men ^6 fliall have been depofited in the 
tdmb ; ahd every individual of that concludii^ 
gcfneratidrt' which Chrift, when he cometh to 
j\idgettient^ fhdl find alive; all fhall b* 
ebknged in a moment ^ in the twinkling vf an 
eyt^ kt the laji trump. For the trumpet JhaH 
fdund^ itnd the deadjhall be raifed incorruptible ; 
afid we Jhall be changed. For this corruptible 
fnujl puf on incorruption i and this mortal mufi 
pMtonimmbrtaUty. So when this corruptible 
fhdll have put on incorruption^ and this mortal 
Jhall have put on immortality ; when purified 
fbf^ever from all pollution, difentangled. and 
refined from the feeds of weaknefs and decay, 
the glorified frame fhall be re^united to the 

immortal 
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immortal Spirit : then Jh all be brought to pajs 
the faying that is written^ Death is fwallowed 
up in viaory ; then (hall be fully accomplijQbed 
in its nobleft import the prophetic declar- 
ation of Ifaiah : The Lord God foall fwallow 
up death in viSIory ; andfhall wipe away tears 
from off all faces : for the Lord hath fpoken 
!/ {g\ Then ihall the redeemed of the Lord 
jxclaim in the triumphant rapture of the 
ipoftle; death! where is thy fingt Q 
rrave ! where is thy victory ? In tha^ day ftaU 
hey take up, and apply to themfelve?, -the 
bng of exultation prepared for the^i by the 
)rophet in the words immediately following 
hat promife, which is now fulfilled in their 
cfurredion to cverlafting life : Lo ! this iso^r 
Itod; we have waited for Him^ and He will 
ave us I'This is the Lord: we have waited 
or Him ; we will be glad and rejoice in His 
alvation ! From the contemplation of the 
;lories of the world to come, St. Paul as it 
^ere for a moment returns to earth, that he 
lay imprcfs on our heai'ts a deep convidioa 
f the fituation with refpeft to fwurity, Xxx 
yhich every man, as an inheritor of the mortal 
nd corrupt nature of Adam, and as a fmncc 
gainft God by wilful tranfgreifion, is placed j 
f the fituation in which all men would have 

ijf) Ifaiah, xxv. 8, "* 

E e 4 remained^ 
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remained^ wirhoiit Hope of deliverance, had not 
iChrift retieeoied thefti by His Wood. The 
Jlihg^f death is fin : 'dttd Hbe Jrehglb qf fin is 
the law. It is fin wliich ciiiled dckth : 'it is 
fin which inaketh death teirible. By" fin 
death cnteired ihtothe World: by fin the bed 
of the dying' rtiah is fhaken with agony, wPth 
pjings of body A^d Ubitors tif rdnfcience :^by 
fin the dAngedtts AFrie^^'eriiding punrfhWMt 
were, fouttded";'^ h^ fih th^^ Vottbmleft jpic 
was^xinfel^A 'for tli^ pefditron of th'e giiilifjr 
and •unfegetifehitiB foul, - Anil 'the' ftrehgtii 
of fin Is ^^he li^.' Stn is thk\ranfgreJfion of 
the liHv ': hnitthe wdges of fin is death {b)* 
'Th'e'^|Mrf<ia ittMmeft of that law of God 
Which fih p^rib^^des men 'to ',tranfgrefs is 
the'vfery* Wrfkpon from which he derives 
Wgfllirfgth, hi's po>?fei^of Wdrkingdeftru<aion. 
The law of t5od dem^hds fferfed obedience. 
' Thepertilty for eveiy inftknce of difobcdience 
is eternat death. Curfed is every one who 
continueth not fn all things, which are writ- 
ten in the book of the law, to do them (if). 
Sin prevails On every man to bf eisflc the law : 
and then with triiimphknt maligttity inflids 
the penalty upon him, and plunges him into 
dedth eternal. wretthedntdn that lam ! cried 
St, Paul', pouring forth on another occafion the 

{h) I John, ill. 4 Rom. vi. 23. (l) Gal. iil. 10. 

convic- 
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cpavi^tions of his foul ; Who Jhf^dl lielivcr me 
frpm the body €f this death ? / thatt% 663^ 
through Jefus Chrift our Lard.{i). Here fii 
delivcrafiqe : here is conqueft anfd life add 
bteffedfiefs for ever and even "Thanks Sk 
to^Gody which givcth us ibe viilory^ ihh^sgb 
pur Lord Jefus Chrift i Thanks bd to. God 
jd>at the leed of the wooian halH broifcdnthc 
fi^rpeat's head ! Chrift h^h jfofeued us froth 
the power of the gray^: Chrift hi^th: delivered 
us from the wrath; to come. .^Ghj^(ha«hrJW- 
^jeemed us froiia the curfe of the ^ei'rv^bfemg 
made a curfe forus. Chrift hafh^fft(leilrdk^ 
for all men ; and hath made His feXikin 
offering for fin ; a full, p^erfc^, and ija^ifellt > 
Sacrifice, oblation, and fatisfa^ion f^r th^-fi»s 
of the whole world. Chrift hath deftroyed^he 
laft enemy. Chrift hath prepared fpom thft cW- 
ation of the world a kingdom f^r; Hig faXtilS, 
a kingdom of righteoufnefs whe^ ther^ iKEll 
be no. more death, nor forrow, ndr crying, 
tieither fhall there be any more pafin : where 
they Ihall fee their Lord face to fate, and be 
like unto Him, and reign with Him in bRfs 
unchangeable for ever and ever. * 

Was it then to indulge curiofity, was it to 
gratify the mind with fubli^ne defcri^tion, 
that the apoftle had thus unfolded the ev€t- 
lafting triumph of the Son of God, and the 

[h) Rom.irii. 24, 25. 

everlafting 
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«y€i:Uftjf|g triumpU of the righteous through 
JJim,^^^ .6 1. Paul had a nobler purpofe; that 
purp^fp which was th^ object of his heart in 
ail bis writings, in all^ \x\i. labours j to pro-p 
fftftre th« glory. oC Qod by guiding .and ^\^ 
mating njan to. holinefs and falvatioii through 
fcith ia thie hlQpd of Chrift. Hear the coa- 
chjdipgleflbn, thq .great, pradical exhortation, 
wJwch^as the cpinfequjcnce and the fum of his 
^ftruaionAW tji^is. chapter, he addrefled t.9 the 
Ckxri«itJiii^O&anjd J90\5r addxefleth to purfelyq^ 
WMr^forCj my^hk^^d^^^ibreriy be yf Jiedfq/iy 
nQtnaveabl^^ (dfways abounding in the work, of 
ib( Lorxii fox;afyiiich > as yc know that your 
hfJ?pHf: }s t^qt in, vain in. the Lord. If thpn, 
i%y bdoy^d l^^ethren^ whofe eternal welfare 
QWght to |)?; my %7^t defire, my unceafing 
PWyep^ p?y pgrfevering and earneft purfuit ; 
if thjgfc things be fure, be ye ftedfaft, un- 
x?xoyeable. ^.£[he^ yourf^lvcs the true fer- 
yar>j§ and foldiers of your Lord. Continue 
uaQif^ken in His faith. Hold faft the words 
of foftod dodrine. Beware lejl any manjpoil 
you . thfougb pbilofopby and vain deceit. Avoid 
profafie and^ vain babblings ; and oppojitions of 
fcieuce fglfely fo called (/), prefumptuous dif- 
putq§. raiied 9n the groundwork of fenlelefs 
fpeeulation ^and ^^conjedure, againft truths 
which reft On the promife, and are fecurcd 

(/) Col. ii. 8. I Tim. vi, 20. 
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by the omnipbtence, of God. Continue (led*, 
faft under temptations to fin. -R-^Jift ti^ 
Devil; and be will Jiee from you. Gall for 
fuccour to your Redeemer, whom Satan 
tempted in vain ; your Redeemer, who has 
openly triumphed on the crofs over all the 
powers ^nd principalities of darkncfs ; your 
Redeemer, who has promifed that His grare 
ihall be fuflScient for you ^ that He will fave 
to the uttermoft all who comie unto God by 
Him. Continue patient and 'undifmayedi 
under fufferings. Look unto Jefus, the AU'* 
thor and finiflier of your fal vation j who for 
the joy that was fet before Him endured thd 
crofs, defpifing the fhame, and is now ict 
down at the right hand of the thronfe of Gcjd. 
Be ye always abounding in the work ^of jEhe 
Lord. The work of the Lord is faith un- 
feigned. This is the work of God: that ye 
believe on Him^ whom He hath fent [m). The 
work of the Lord is to do the will of God j 
to be holy, as He is holy. The work of the 
Lord is tO/feek firft the kingdom of God and 
His righteoufnefs ; to labour for the falvation 
of your own foul, and that of the fouls ctf 
others. In every branch of this blefled work 
abound more and more. Strive, through 
the Holy Spirit, to grow in grace^io be a 

(«) John, VI. ^9- 

progreffive 
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j»fegi«flive 'ttxampte of piety. Shew yoJBrfelfa 

ehrffthtn in thought, in. word> and in deed. 

laabditr with increaitng estrneftnefg to win 

<>thfet6 to the love of Chrift tod the care «of 

4heir eternal interefts by prudent inftruijiioii 

and exhortation, where yon maybe allowed 

t0Ti)DfibF»6k.and exhort: and at aHtimes^ and 

Til aJl|4aceSi by adornihg the doiftrine «f God 

your^afrkwir in all things, hy giving unaf*- 

fefibd pnwff that your heart is fteadily go- 

^-verfeediy Chiriftian motives, and filled wM 

{jChrillian tenfirpers. You know *hat your la- 

bbwtis not/in vain in the Lord. You know 

.th^triher^ Is 9k rew^d for the righteous : that 

yoi^r ^<f f tided Ii9r4! will return to receive His 

£^||iHs,rtintOt'jiIimr«5lf : that while the wicked 

. ihali l>& turi>ed into hell, and all the people 

Tfv^ho forget God, all who do not make it their 

^jlw^ng objedk' faithfully to love and ferve 

. tKeir God ?nd Redeemer ; the joft ftiall be 

.IfKaltfd to tt^e prefence of Father of mercies, 

-jBi^h^re -ther^ is fulncfs of joy and pleafure for 

;.^vtjrniore> Prefs fc^rward then towards the 

jl-li>j^rk, for the prize of the high calling of God 

ifJA Chrift Jefiis ; that you may be admitted 

offp the -Refurredion of eternal Life. 

'^ : .<,Wc>uldyou feel the aweful import of that 

refurredlion ? Realife things unfeen. Suppoie 

yourfelf an unconverted finner, recently fe- 

parated 
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parated from the bo<iy, jUft arrived on tne 
confines of' ' the mvifibki < \ world .) </ fSitp{M)fy 
y ourfelf addr efled bf of^er i pf <nh glori6<£d t Id^ 
habitants; ** Behold' tHiefe' abodes cf/biUsI: 
** thefe 4neSttblc ■'AiAnifeftdirionS'i'af tlhritie ^ 
**' j^v^erand wSfdOm and 4o^i: ifHeii^ wottBs 
beyond worlds diverftfied"Witii><4«onktefe 
modes tof exigence, filling id6nitf)awi'iitee- 
hity. Behold thefedirrtinnctrable.lqolliirtif 
♦^'angels. Behold nhef^s thy^bl>ethPelltJ«^- 
^« cording) to the <flefh,^htBJI)ftilisdjcli»atbah 
**iof thy father Adawy^'p«t!fturchiiY(||)ii^ei«8, 
♦* ind ^poftlcs, faints of -^^tt^^f^toflgi^^li^ 
« peopl^ and nakioh ! Ld|v Thif fe is'OMUt, 
*' the Redeemer bf Sll, ' ms^^ih &ifm\3lti6^{ 
"the uftiverfe ! •L6!^'TlkfeA8lJt*Withte»«'>^f 
« God f Thefe; hadft thfcla>flfei%tetfithe blfei:- 
** ed miifcy, thefe&a«lf lfttehitej«^l6riys!i£*o 
« fearch out'thefe-v^oM^ifjcte'Slalsfttl^ bleff- 
" ednefs, that had bfeih' th^^glflpUD'y^betit, 
" that thy blifs,. f&ftvh4^ ^s lli^flie'4(i- 
*< furredion'oP liffe^whieh'thoU h4(l''4«*, 
« Thou ftandcft"— forletji^naltofiAri'h^lbr 
'st mottient fupj^ofed hot ta iiti|)end-iiJ«'TTi6u 
" ftandeft on the brink of ihnihilatioh. lihiitch 
« thy laft glance. Tht bladknefs df letertial 
" night is a'bout to clofe thee iA ^dl-faftihg 
" oblivion." What would be thy fenfafHons ? 
How truly would ft thou eftimate life an<i all 

its 
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its events ! With what Idnging regret wouldft 
thou look back upon the very miferies of 
mankind! With what fervency wouldft thou 
implore for a renewal, were it polTible, of 
probation ! '* Return me," thou wouldft ex- 
claim, "to earth ! Weigh me down with 
" licknefs ! Fetter me in dungeons ! Enconi- 
" pafs me with forrow from the cradle to the 
*' grave ! I fhrink from no evil ! I "decline 
no fufFering ! Return me to earth, what- 
ever anguifli may await me there , that 
through the richesof grace I may poffefs even 
" but a poffibility of attaining to the humbleft 
" of thefe glories ; of beholding though from 
" the remoteft diftance the cpuntenance of 
^' my Redeemer ; of contemplating from the 
" fartheft corner and verge of the univerfe 
" the prefence and majefty of my God !'* 
The dream of annihilation is diflipated. Thy 
exiftence is irrevocably prolonged to eternity. 
What then are thy groanings, what thine 
agonies, when thou beholdeft the throne of 
judgement, the book of condemnation, the 
minifters of vengeance, the gulf of everlafting 
perdition, the prifon of unregenerate men and 
apoftate fpirits, the weeping and wailing and 
gnafhing of teeth of the aflembled enemies 
of Jehovah!- 

But 
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But fear not thou who att ftcdfaft and im^ 
moveable, abounding in t^e wqrk pf thy I^prdi, 
Chrift is rifen from the dead, and becoin^ the 
firft fruits of them that flept. In thi^ne ap^ 
pointed hour thou (halt rife alfa H^ died tf> 
atone for thee : He arofe to juftify thee : HjC 
afcended into Heaven to prepare a place for 
thee : He fat down on the throne ofj .majefty 
on high to be Head over all things for thy 
falvation. Look up to Him and pcrfevere. 
Thy labour (hall not be in vamt> Well done, 
good and faithful fervant ! Thou fhalt enter 
into the joy of thy Lord ! 



> J » V. . 
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SERMON XX. 

On the Happinefs attendant on the Paths of 
Religion. 



PROV. 111. 17. 



Her Ways are Ways of Pleafantnefs ; and all 
her Paths are Peace. 

AMONG the internal deraonftrations of 
the truth of Chriftianity, the excellence 
of the appropriate leflbns refpeftively ad- 
dreffed in the facred writings to different de- 
fcriptions of men holds a diftinguifhed place. 
To the wicked the Scripture fpeaks the lan- 
guage of indignation, tempered with offers 
of mercy. To the penitent it promifes for- 
givenefs. The righteous it animates with 
triumphant hope. To the ignorant, it holds 
forth inftrudtion ; to the unwary, caution ; 
13 to 
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to the prefumptudus, humility ; to the feeble- 
minded, fupport J to the wavering, perfe- 
verance ; to the dispirited, encouragement ; 
to the afflidted, comfoFation. Who but that 
Power, who difceras every variety of the 
human difpofition, every winding of the 
human heart ; could have been the author of 
a religion thus provided with a remedy for 
every corruption, a defence under every 
weaknefs ? Who but that Power, whofe love 
to fallen man was fo immeafurably gpcat, that 
He gave His own Son to die for all mankind 
. upon the crofs ; to die that all' who believtf 
on Him might be redeemed from the penalty 
of guilt, and might attain everlafting life: 
who but that Father of mercies and God of 
all comfort would have fo gracioufly di- 
rected by the fuperintendence of His Spirit 
the facred writers of the Bible, that no indi- 
vidual of the human race, to whom His re- 
vealed word (hall be faithfully made known, 
caa perifb for ^wmt of knowledgfe; nor can 
fail of difcovering as the reward of humble and 
di%6nt and devbut enquiry the dodrine, the 
adiEnonitfOfi, the reproof, the exhortation, the 
• promifev or the coutifel, precifely adapted to'' 
the fituation in which he ftands ? • 

The paffage of Scriptui^e, which we now 
have before us, breathes the v6ice of the ifioft 

Vo£. L F f cheer- 
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cheering, encouragement. In feveral of the 
pteceding verfes Solomon had drawn a de- 
fcription of religion under the appellation of 
wifdom. Religion is the only true wifdom: 
and fin is the moft flagrant kind of folly, 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wif- 
dom : and to depart from evil is underjlandlng. 
To the cultivation of that true wifdom the 
wife king invites his fon by the aflfurance 
that all things which can be defired are not 
to be compared unto her ; that fhe is a tree 
of life to them that lay hold on her j that her 
ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and that all 
her paths are peace. The invitation, and the 
motives on which it is grounded, belong to 
us, even to all men. Tp the paths of religion 
every man is called. And the folemn decla- 
ration, that they are ways of pleafantnefs and 
peace, is at once an exhortation to the wicked, 
to fly to thofe tracks in which bleflednefs re- 
fides ; and to the righteous, to perfevere in 
thofe courfes, in which they have already 
found reft to their fouls. 

I propofe in the firft place tp eylnjCe the 
truth of this declaration; and afterwards to ap- 
ply it for the inftru£tion and improvement 
of thofe, who have not yet chofen the ways 
of religion, and pf thofe who are walking in 
her paths. 

L The 
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1. The religious man is delivered, and 
delivered by religion, froln thbfe caiifes of 
folicitude, terror^ and affli£tion, which are th^ 
principal fources of the miferieis of tnankindi- 
And he experien<ies helps and i:onfolation8i 
to vrhich, in proportion as men are not reli* 
gious, they are ftfangeris. 

Thefe important truths Will appear nidnii 
feft, if unfolded by 1 confideratioh in detail 
of fome of the anxieties arid feafs, which re«*. 
ligiort, arid religion only^ i'emoVes: and of 
the correfponding affiftarices and com^ 
forts, which religion, and religion only^ ht^ 
flows. 

I. The moft grievous of all the diltreflei 
which weigh down the*heart of man, is th6 
fenfe of unpardoned guilt. The moft terrible 
of all the apprehenfions which fhake the foul^^ 
is the dread of the yengeancie of an offended 
God. Prom this diftrefs, from this appfe-* 
henfiott, the religious man is fet free. He 
looks up to God, through JChrift, as to a re^ 
conciled Father. Being jufiified by faiih^ he 
has peace with Gbd through eur Lord ye/tts {a)i 
He no longer feels the intolerable recolIeiSlioit 
of formef fins depreffing him into aitguifli 
and defpair : but in the very moments wheti 
he looks back upon them with the profoundeft 

(d) Rom* V. f ^ 

Ffa felf. 



fclf-5^bafeaieat, he beholds them, wafhed away 
by the blood of the La^b of Gnd^ who was 
fi^crificed for the tranfgreffions of the whole 
world. In that facrifice he has learned that he 
has himfelf aA intereft : in that facrifice he finds 
pardon and peace. He is na longer alienated 
from God^ at enmity with the almighty So- 
vereign of earth and heaven. He contemplates 
his Crea^to]^ witJi filial affe<3:i;on ; delights in 
-bis hplin^fs J loves his com^mandments. He 
hears as addreffed to himfelf the voice of God 
fpealfing in H,i§ revealed word : Ttbyjins and 
* thine iniquities I remember: no mor^. I will be 
to thee a Father ; and thou Jhalt be to me a Son. 
Be thou faithful unto death ; and I will give 
thee a croix^n of life {b). The burthen is re- 
moved from his foul ; and he goeth on his 
way rejoici)3g. He feels fpringing up within 
his breaft the genuine confolatioas of the 
gofpel He feels xh2X the fruit of the S^rit 
is Joy and peace. He infilled with all joy and 
peace in believing (c), Evety tdken of grateful 
obedience which he is enabled to reader to 
his Redeemer, overfpreads his heart with 
gladnefs. Every devout afpiratioa which he 
directs to the throne of grace, difiiifes. holy 
peace over his fouL He is a. fubjefl: of the 

{b) Hebr. viii. \z. z Gor. vi. i8. Rev.li. lo. 
(r>Gal. V.22. Roax.xvtij* . 

Prince 
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Prince of peaee^ an heir of Gad through 
Chrift^ reconciled unto the Father hj tbfe 
blojod of the' Son. As he advances in refii^ 
gi6n, he advances in happinefs. He turns his 
ey'e backvC^ard on the days, ^hen he waS 
comparatively vwacqUairned With religiori ; 
and exclaims in the language of holy writ ^ 
/ bad beard of ber by the hearing of the ear : 
hut noHx) mine eje feet h her [d). Her ways art 
ways of pleafaninefs : and ail her paths ate 
peace. 

a. The religious man iB delivered vfifom 
immoderate fear of falling awsty from God 
under future tetoptations. lie knows that 
even unto the bed of death hi6 faith and his^ 
obedience will be exerdfe4 by temptation^ 
He knows his own weaknefs, his own fcor-^ 
ruptiori* He knows that, if he holds not faft 
that which he hath, another fhall take his 
crown. ^ If e knows that, if he abandons his 
Saviour, his name fliall be blotted out of the^^ 
book of life {e). He knovvs, for his God 
hath pronounced the warning, that be is to 
pafsthe time ofhisfojournlng berk in fear ; that 
happy is the man that fear eth always (f)^ He 
fears for himfelf. But his fear is not an overw 
whelming terror. It is a fear which excludes 

(^)^Job, xlii. 5. (f) 'ft^v. ili. 5. II. 

(/) iPeti.iy, Prov. xxviii. 14. 

Ff3 all 
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all dependence on his own flrengttK It is a 
fear which produces humility, caution, vi** 
gilance, meditation, and prayer. But it is 
not a fear which brings anguifli : it is not a 
fear which urges to defpondence. Why ? 
Becaufe he looks up to Him who is mighty to 
fave ; to Him who has promifed to (ave all 
who fly to Him for fuccour. He looks to 
the Lord his Santlifier; to the covenanted 
affiftance of the Spirit of God. That he 
may obtain fupport from ibove ; he negle^s 
Bot the exertions, which the Scripture, his 
Xmerring rule, pronounces to be neceflTary on 
bis part. While be prays that God would 
not lead him info temptation ; he abftains 
from necdiefsly plunging himfelf into fcenes 
of trial. While he fplicits from the bounty 
of God the irU^ riches i he neglects not ^he 
talent with which he is entruftcd. He is cir-r 
cumfped, watchful, fober-minded. He con? 
fidcrs his ways, that he may turn afide his 
foot from evil. He is zealous to employ to the 
uttermoft the ftrength v^ich^e has received 
in promoting the glory of the Giver. Hence 
he applies with devout confidence to Him, 
who has engaged to beftow His Holy Spirit 
on all that afk Him. He lifts up his hearts 
lo God in the infpired language of the 
Pfalmift: Lord! I am thy fervant : forfake 

4 not 



OH the Patbi^ (^Religiom 439 

not the work of thine oivn Band. Leave me 
not^ neither forfake me^ God of my fuivation i 
Caji me not away from^hy prefence^ and take 
not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Reft ore unto me 
the joy of Thyfalvation : and uphold me with 
Thy free Spirit [g). • In the words ^finfpira- 
tion he reads the anfwer of his G^od. My 
grace 'is fu/^cient for thee. I am with thee 
always. I will never leanje thee^ nor forfake 
thee. Becaufe thoufeareft me^ I have hearkened 
and beard it : and thou Jh alt be mine; and I 
will fpare thee as a man fpareth his ownfon 
that ferveth him. Thou therefore^ My fan^ be 
Jlrong in the grace that is in Chrijl Jefus\]o). . 

3. The religious maa is delivered frorn 
corroding anxietes as to the events . ivluch 
may befal him during th^ refidue of hi^ HfCf 
He has fct his affedions on things above, no^; 
on things on the earth. liis treafure \s in 
heaven : and there alfo is hi^ he4rt. Having 
food and raiment, he is therewith content. 
On earth he is but a fojourner jand a pilgrim : 
and he perceives that it needs not to l^e an 
objedk of ferious concern whether the road 
along which he travels be fomewhat .more 
or lefs fmooth, whether he meets with fome* 
lyhat more or fewer acommodations qn his 

(g) Pfalm xxvii. 9 U. if, 12. cxxxvili. 8. 
(h) 2 Cor. iii. 9. Matth. xxvUK »o. Hebr. xliu 5. 
M-il. iii. i6, 17. 2 Tim, ii. i. 

F f 4 journey* 
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journey^ He ihatlfoon reach the. end, his 
everlaftijQg home, his evcrlafting reCL To 
that homp^ to that reft, he fteadU.y looks for- . 
w<lrd; aad repines not at the difficulties of 
the way. And why fconld he repine ? What 
if h^ be overtaken by calamity? Whan if he 
be laid pa the bed of ficknefs? Cannot Om» 
lUpotence remove calamity ? Cannot Omni- 
potence rcftpre health? l!he eyes of the Lord 
run /fl. aod fro throughout the whole earth to 
Jbew himjilf Jirong in behalf of them^ ^joboji 
heart ii perfefl towards Him (/ \ But yi^hat if 
hi$^ afHi£tion be continuedi KnoWeth he fiot 
that air things (hall work together for good 
in the end to them who love GocJ ? He feels 
that hd can hunvbly fay with Peter; Z^n^/ 
\thou knowejl all things : Thou knoweft that I 
hveThee. He feels that he loves God,^ and 
is comforted. But what if he Ihould expe- 
rieiice, the fevered, the leaft retrieva-ble, of 
worldly deprivations ; the lofe of dear and 
pious friends ? Has God provided no balm 
for that wound? Cannot God provide for 
him other friends, who, in fome meafure, if 
not entirely, may fill the void in his heart 
which death has made ? And the pious 
friends whom he has loft, has he loft them 
for ever ? He has loft them but for a mo- 
inent. They are but gone a little before him. 

(f) 2 ChFon. zyi. 9. 

They 
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••''Theyjare waiting to wdot^nie hfii arifiVal ^ 
'"tjje kf^gdom of their Redeemer, i^^Wi'fef ihtf 
Ihisll.tgcet in blifs unfpeakable, ncteirto pait 
* agaimCi; In the moft trying hour, linder di£i 
- ptofat^ns the moft aiBidtive, be remembers, 
-ind;..ji^. cxperierices, the confoling inflaenci^ 
.:i)f thC-Spirit of God. He finds Him to b^ 
. what He was announced to be, the true Cam^ 
• .. forttu From that Spirit h« receives unfait- 
• Jfig fupplies of fupporting and ftrengthenlh^ 
.^gracfi.* The fruits of that Spirit be ftifl findk^ 
. • to h^!joy and peace. He hears th^ words of 
. 4iis Saviour ; Let not your heart be trouhledr 
. ..and -^qpofes with unclouded fcrenity on His 
-.•.lpVe.\v;'His patient endurance becomes thank- 
;fift*iaS^iefcence : and his holy caFtonefs is at 
. . lipiesTxaked to joy nnfpeakabley and /till of 

•^ . • ' 4v^^ religious man Is delivered from thd 

' . feaT-t3^^.'the laft enemy. Death. Through feaf 

• -'/i^/.i^i* ungodly men are all their lifetme 

' ^i"' JttbjeB:^o bondage (J). From this fhrafdom, 

/thraldpm which renders life itfelf a burthen* 

, ;ii»^ihe fervant of God has been refcued. His 

. 'fetter&.are broken. Before him Death ftatids 

/. dilai'nied of his terrors. What though the 

approach of Death excites tender folicitude for 

thofe.'whom the dying, man leaves behind? 

Jle kqows that the Power, who has proteded 

. 5 him, 
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him, is able alfo to proted them. He liftens 
to the promife of the Lord : Leave tbyjfaiher^ 
lefs children ; / will preferve them alive, : and 
let thy widow trtiji in Me [k). He irftens j 
and anxiety is at an end. What thoi^h t^te. 
approach of Death be accompanied wit^i,, tem- 
porary alarms at the profpedt of ftandiQg be- 
fore his Maker ? The heart of the Chriftian 
Js foon re-eftablifhed. He remembers that he 
is to ftand before his Maker, not in his own 
righteoufnefs, but juftified through theright- 
coufnefs of his Redeemer, He knows that 
he flij^li be complete in Cbri/i ; that he fhall 
thus be without fault before the thrfine cf 
Cod[i), Sin, the ftipg of Death, is .taken. 
away. The gloom which overhangs Y^fi^ val- 
ley of the fhadow of Peath becomes the..twi- 
light of an eternal morning. The grave is 
the gate of heaven. The moment which ex- 
tinguifhes mortal exiftence is the comfHience- 
inent of everlafting life. He longs/^o bid', 
adieu to pain and forrow : he longs; to be • 
united to the glorified fpirits of the juft whom 
he loved on earth, to join the innumerable- 
company of faints and angels ; to behold 
his Redeemer face to face ; to be blefied in 
the prefence of his God. It is thus that the 
righteous fall afleep. 

{I) Jer. xlix. 1 1. (/)'Col. ii. lo- Rev. xiv. 5. 

5. There 
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5. There yet remain various circumftancefi, 
which attend, the religious man in the ordU 
nary courfe of his life, and contribute no 
fmall acceflions to the daily amount of his 
happinefs. By the integrity and the kindnefe 
of his condu£t, for integrity and kindnefs are 
among the genuine fruits of true religion 5. 
he is on many occafions placed beyond the 
reach of thofe who may be defifous of in- 
juring him. Who is he that will barm you; 
who is he that, under common events will be 
able to bring you into trouble ; if ye be foU 
lowers of that which is good? In domeftio 
life has not the religious man, and he alone, 
grounds for expeding permanent harmony 
and aftedlon ? Will not his friends, feledled 
from among thofe who love their God, he. 
found tender and faithful ? Will not his in- 
tercoutfe with them be equally a fource of 
imprt^vement and of delight ? Will not the 
general temper of his mind be cheerful fe-^ 
renity ? Free from the dominion of ambition, 
of avarice, of anger, and of other diforderly 
paffions, he defcends quietly and contentedly 
along the ftream of life ; little molefted by 
many of the ufual eaufes of uneafinefs, and 
at a diftance from many of the ordinary oc- 
cafions of danger. From the common boun- 
ties of Providence he derives higher fatisfac- 

tion 
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tion thanother men. And he has cdfttinual 
experience oi bleffinga, which the wicked 
©either relifh nor perceive. The interchange 
of day and night, the viciflitudes of revolving 
feafons, return to him with renovated joy» 
They prefent to his view the Author of all 
things, the Supreme Objeft of his gratitude 
and love. The contemplation of the works 
of God, meditation on the wotiders of re- 
demption^ recoWedion of paft mercies, de- 
vout anticipations of future glory ; thefe are 
ftibjeds which occupy and expand his hearts 
attd caufe it to overflow, with that peace of 
God, whidh pafleth human underftanding. 
Great peace have they wb& love I'hy law^ 
X^ord. . Thou wilt keep him in perfeSl peace^ 
whofe mind is Jiayed on Thee ; becaufe be 
trujieth in Thee. Godlincfs has the promife of 
the life which now is^ as well as of that which 
is to come [ni). The ways of religion ari voays 
ef pleafantntfs ', and all her paths are piace» 

II. I proceed to apply the inftrti<3:ion, 
which may be drawn from the text, to per- 
fons pf three different defcriptions. 

I. i would firft addrcfs thofe who are de- 
cidedly wicked. 

(w) Pfalm cxix. 165. Ifalah, txvi. 3. i Tim. iv. 8. 

If 
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If the ways of religion are ways of plea* 
lantnefs and peace ; ' the oppofite paths of 
ungodlinefs muft be paths of mifery. What 
faith the Scripture ? The wicked are like the 
troubled fea^ when it cannot rejl ; whofe wa^ 
ters cajl ttp mire and dirt. There is no peace ^ 
faith my God^ to the wicked {n). Do you doubt 
the truth of this declaration of the Omni- 
fcient ? Confider the unrighteous. Do fuch 
men appear to you to be happy ? Are the 
tempers of their minds, are their views, their 
plans, their fecret refledions, fuch as are 
likely to give birth to inward tranquillity and 
comfort ? If they feera to enjoy peace, is it 
not the tranquillity of folly, the fecurity of 
igaorance, the ftupor of unconcern, the dead- 
nefs of a confcience paf): feeling, the judicial 
infatuation: of a reprobate mind ? Is it not 
the peace of a mariner who knows not that 
a plank has ftarted in the bottom of his veflel ? 
Is it not the peace of a traveller who thinks 
not that the bridge on which he.crofles the 
gulf is about to fink from beneath his feet f 
Is it not the peace of a criminal, who fore4 
fees not thit the hand of juftice waits but for 
the clofe of day to arreft him in his bed, ^ 
hurry him to trial and execution ? Is ttrer 
condud of the wicked fuch as is adapted to 

(ff) I&ubi Ivii. 2O9 21* 

produce 
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produce happinefs to themfelves ? Does theif 
wickednefs render their families happy ? Does 
it recommend them to you as confidential af- 
fbciates, as defirable friends ? If you wifti for 
additional information, appeal to the wicked 
man himfelf. But appeal to him at a mondent, 
when he will fpcak the truth. Appeal to 
him on his death-bed. Enquire of him, whe* 
ther his life has been a happy life. Enquire 
whether from his own experience he would 
counfel thee to choofe the path of gurit as 
the road to peace. And what if he profefs that 
' he has been happy ? Examine and judge^ 
whether he can have been a happy man. Stand 
thou on the one hand, while' his confcience 
beholds the King of terrors on the other, 
Afk thyfelf whether the pofleffion of the 
whole world would bribe thee to take to 
thyfelf his paft life with all its pleafures coupled ' 
with his prefent fituation and all its horrors. 
^Whoever thou art who haft hitherto walked 
in the ways of firi and mifcry ; hear that 
voice, which ftill invites thee to repentance, 
pardon, holinefs, and happinefs. Hear the 
voice of thy Saviour, Who ftill waiteth to be 
gracious. Acquaint thyfelf witff^Hini^ and he 
atpcace[p)^v * ." * ' - 

" ^ (o) Jot, xkii. 21. 

Va . j^ ^ V \. 2. la 
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2* In the next place let me reqiieft the at- 
tentlopi of thofe perfons, who are wavering 
between the paths of religion and the paths of 
guilts 

What 18 the refult of your experience? 
Do you find peace in your prefent courfes? 
The fuppofition is impoffible. You are tra* 
veiling by turns two contrary roads. In both 
of them you cannot be happy. If you find 
peace in one of them ; you muft neceflarily 
find difquiet in the other. What is the fact ? 
You find peace in neither. You have rather 
too ftrong a fenfe of religion to be comfortable 
in the practice of iniquity. And yoii have 
by far too weak a fenfe of religion, to enjoy 
the comforts which belong to the righteous^ 
You are too much afraid of God to be able -^ 
without anxiety to provoke Him; And you 
love Him too little to enjoy unmixed delight 
in obeying Him. How long bait yc between. ' 
two opinions ? If the Lord be God^ follow * 
Him: but if Baal^ then follow bim[p). If - 
you would find peace j it is evident that you - 
muft relinquifli one of thofe paths, between j -4 
which you have hitherto been hefitating,. / ^ 
You muft choofe and abide by,, the one^j u 
or the other. What is your choice? la*/- 
which of the two paths have you hitheriQ 

(/} I Kings, xviiu %t. 

found 
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found the neareft approach to peace of mind? 
To judge by paft tranfaftions, do you con- 
clude that you ftvall attain the fairer profpefl 
of happinefs by forfaking fin, and devoting 
yourfelf wholly to God ; or by renouncing 
religion, and abandoning yourfelf altogether 
unto wickednefs? If you would aft omi- 
fiftently, if you would purfue peace with 
amy reafonable chance of fucc^ ; you muft 
adopt one of thofe methods. Determine 
therefore whether you deem it more defirable 
to have God for your friend, or for your 
enemy : to apply to yourfelf the promifes, 
or the threatenings, of His word: to behold 
' in Chrift Jefus the Saviour of the penitent 
or the avenger of unrighteoufnefs % to enjoy, 
or to rejedl, the confoling influence of the 
Spirit of grace : to look forward to the day 
of judgement with triumphant hope, or wjth 
defpairing teiror* Through the lorig-fuf- 
fering of your merciful Father the choice 
is yet ia your power. Choofe with an hum- 
ble and a ftedfaft heart the fcrvice of God 
in Chrift j and the Gad of peace fhall fane- 
ttfy you wbally. You fhall be filed with all 
joy and peace in believing* You fhall con- 
fefs that to le Jpiritually-^fninded is life and 
peace [q). 

{q) X Theff. v.^fflg^' Rom>xv.. I3.viii. 6, 

3. Let 
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.^. Let me now fpcak to thcfe, whd irtf 
truly rcUgioue. 

Perhaps you have been feady to exclaim,' 
that you have been, more oi" lefe, difoppolntedl 
in your expedations : that you hafvc notf 
found in the courfe of your endeavours afteif 
ftith and hofihefs the tmiform and full fitis-? 
fadibn, for which' the declarations, of the 
Scriptures had eneouraged you to hope : and 
that, fince the ptOBiifes of Gioid (ian n6*e* 
faily you are in corrfeiquehce depreflcd' with 
alarming apprehehfions that you have b^etf 
deceiving your own hearts, and are not' Ul 
the number of the righteous. Now God foiU 
bid that his minifters Ihould affirm, that: ail 
{rcrfons who have not experienced in retigioil 
the complete confolation, whi&h it holds forth 
to his fcrvants, are therefore not religioim 
The promifes of God never faiL But thert 
may exift fome circumjftanGe, which has hu- 
therto prevented you, which may even now 
prevent you, from reaping due benefit from 
them. Sometimes bodily maladies prey upoa 
thefpirits; and create a melancholy, whichii 
a difeafe. In this (ituation, and poiIibly.it 
may have been, or may now be, the fituatioa 
of fome whom laddrefs, the accomplilhmeaC 
of the promifes of God is fufpended. For 
wife purpofes known unto Hlmfelf comfon 
Vol. L G g and 
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V4 »^»c§i »w?i,?t pr#^Rl ^^Wi^y^odBiiJ.lp 
throfe who, perfev^TA inviileyoqt -aji^^^r^^l^f 
C^^^n^^-^^flffiir iff ^k^ ar4J!W7,^9r4flf 

tb«yj«f?n?§i)Vfetbafi^hflwriptth»f.^0eiiraJ^l«^jr 
^-itr*8fWaWprie-9fl4ain«d {Tf^mrpvsg^i^ 

fjf ;lhe ^mighty rtbey. have bee^i «^«4Wd^ pu^-» 

*her€al«i« of «ejjnal,M>f%' or; tp bp ,eoqfigpe4 
■toiTixNerveBding. v^x^io^i, fh^t , tUtMiU ; ^i\h 
&aH Tcmpser •. the veil whilch, c|0Qceal« , theif 
«qtpoint«d .flaanfioni ifc miiiA ! ev;ei; remain i| 
^teltblv a:do«bt load? d ^itb; tOfWie-aiwi '<iiff 
maqrv /whether tp them hjeavfl^, V. rfPtf/umr 
iKffibki..?andi-be]l .io^vit^ble. ^.Jferh^p^o^ey 
jB©:. Ufeserronjeo.ufly, coijqUid© ith>a|E, ^tb/si.^j^a- 
ijnentjofjuftifyiog faith, and the. 99n?if§r^pf 
tfee heart by the regianer^tlog.ppjeij^njflf.the 
Hbly jSpiriJVi.are eyfints-diftjiBiiily iwa^jfeftc^l 

..,^.. ^ • .'.' to 



to tW beltever' hf iMiH '&n9 (nfkmitxitsS. 

ifieii^'BS^^'tjblbrtT^ tlii fenfiBIe -sirens 'iif^afci 
ce^fe^ig,'tWiiy 'infer t!fet flwy-arS uf*^dBefii5ci 
mm. mn t)eriar Vonftquenc^^' dF giiift, ^tiii'-i , 
fattlaiE^d bfthe puWfying inffuenceof dlvifie 
^(ie;^lien^from God; dhilarett^bf ITdnih^difie 
Se^^^fcirtHles meh of piety Vtftria' tftri^fdve* 

ri'edrfy ' Confine 'tfiiiii-'toedrtatitjii Vb't&^ff 'tSWn 
gtim V ' Without ■■ ' f\imii^htTy -^ f^m^- ^ ■ Ad? 
th'6'ii^ls to' the atoKlenfibiit Atfd'Vh^'MVetti^ffidfl 
of Chrift. Perhaps tljey dWiW <ii\kb9i MMh/i' 
fi Wly ori ihdt oivft 'We'akfiefe and "dd?f tf^tfeltt' : 
aW tliuS think" to6"rrttl6'<Jf thW'TahJ^ifyfelg- 
fh(S liniverfal, and the atWubdUi«| 'jHd?'4f 
the . ildly Ghoft. ' • Pefhaj»s tligy ':^ ''^hSii: 
itiinds (c intently 6*f ^d6<9:rihc*, M io ^sfjfto^ - 
iltfle fegard to the regtitatidn cff their -heaftrfc 
<>r, white tliey are -inxiotft ifi this pevfbrin)' 
arice of good wbrVs, are too little carieflillj& 
render them as frii4tl' df faith. Ndw &>.vfpr 
as you milapprehettd' th6 nature bf reli^e>'4^ 
you Will neceffartly fall (hort of ate geooine 
cdtnfortSi'' "^ ^ut it is' well if 'the faiiikr^^of 
completijtohfolation in thfe' wiaye of religions, 
of whieh 'you cbmplaih,' be not oWing to 
anotherafitra mt^r^'g^fteral'taufei iitis wdl 
ifrt bfe not o^ving '«y this circumftaqte, tKait 

G g 1 ^«3V^ 



thofe who, perfevcTA in iJevoiH: -aiR^rp^Wil 
FS»'/onftiiiwhfr. are-easnei^ in.thgif H^ejirps.T^ 

fBpjtingeftJfj^ati,«9;p^afftP> thgy yi,ct,uall^pr^ 

tbeyicpneeivfe tha!i4beir lot hM>^eei!i;afe^Ul^2r 
^•iir^vflfta^ly prie-pwiaitved frfttn^evi^f^i^ 
tfeafli fe^ tb^fpvttrpgn aftd u»/s©n4i<Ei9»al4f q;fl9 
fjf;the Almighty: tbey- have beeiK «r«4t<1* pwr-? 
pofeJyitQ bq^plape/d* ScOoiHJingfcQ, bU;fii?rtj.1a 
therealsi^ of «eirnal,t>J»f6»'. or ■ tp be ,eoqfigp«d 
■untiflWBi^eB^ing woe 9 . i9a4 i *bat , lUi^fl ; de^th 
AaH Tempve; itbe veil wfeicH cjooeeak:. tbeiE 
iqtpoint«4 .4iianfiof)» U- mi*ft ' eiftef Tptnalqt j| 
^fc»»blva:doubt loaded ^itb; tPfWe laa^ jdif? 
tat^y , wbetbsr tp tbem hje»Y«(?i) V: rrp^antacr 
iieffibfei' ,'and:.b€jl ioevitable. ::;Uerhap^oJ[i;^»pjr 
jiMOi.kfeierronjeoufly cosaqUide iti#iE,jtly3.^tt^j»T 
iment of juftifying faith,and jbe^pnjir^r^pf 
tfee heart by tbe reg<aner^tijf>g,ppi?i»^Ojflf, ibe 
Mbly jSpiriUV'-are eyiaftt&-,diftifl>a;l(y iwaHlfeftc^ 
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^4te;ttlieh^ from God; (?hiiareh''bf0ati?hat^ 
SifHieMts itith of '^ie(f ^tdnet! ^eiAmrSi 

fS^faHfer 'views o^>feHfelbly/-•^Ptel^a^s''ffi^^ 

gifift^ i '' Without' '' fii^ii^htiy -^ t^\?i!^ ■• '"^M? 
th'^M^^^ to'thfe atoSenfibfit Afi\3th«'i«tetti^ffiafl 
of -Ghrift. Pferhap* tljey dW€il^lik<)ft'«K<5!^ 
^ki]f (JTi tfe eiir oivh 'We'akfiefe and "ddff ti^tljttti' i 
a&tt ^ui think' tod '-MU '<Jf ttife'^hi^ifyfo^j 
ffii'tinivetfaii and the atl-fiibdiiitfg '^d?^^^ 
t!w5 : ildly ' Ghdft. ' ' f^iefhajits tfi^iy 'i^ "^ ihiit 
riiind^s To iht&My 6^ '^d^rihej; ■ aS^ id "^ 
Hide Regard to tKe regulatidiidf their 'heiirtrf^ 
o^j' wthife tfliejr 'arevinxidifg i6 the pevfbfmt- 
dike of good wbf'kfey are too little carefblj]& 
render them as ftwKi- df faith. Ndw foqipir 
as ydu mifapjirehehd' th6 nature bf-religioilk^ 
ydii • Will necefFarUy fall Ihort i>{'it9 gentiine 
cdmfortSi' ^ fiut it W well if 'the faiiikrd^^of 
compfetlj'\:onlo]atiori i^i thfe' ways df religions, 
of* Which 'yoa cbmplaih,' l>6 not • oWirig . to 
aYiotherai^itrkmtJr^'g^fleml'taufe; :it'is wdi 
tf^Tt'bfe* not owin^ 'wy fhis circumftandc, tHat 
• G g a you 
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^yi ixh nO|^ imtirefy retigibus^ JZcvLjixoj p$)£r 
piCi tbd 6iMi&>ns of teligion ^nly: ^ piafmietiffg 
iiiyop''kx;^^illgi0tt$.' If *^<mt kiciinjK^na'.ftifl 
]t(lfuxix'e ^ mtervals tUtit origiaal domipbil 
IWdr'^m* heart : If the remaiivr o£ unfubf 
jftied pifliouB agitate ^y our breads Jtey Wiitt 
tftitdil t!^ naturit^ODfeiiiiences; f^idiiisde 
ahd itjguilihi . iGJjbargc not then youc.> ^i^tfit 
tef iftVs^it**^ea€« ,on iijHgion : dhargeiife i» 
your own deficiency in religion. In proportii^ 
asyou arefinful yop.i»:U(|^exped the wages 
pf fin. Be /i&oroi/^i6/j^ religious; that you may 
have perfect peace. 

Comfqrt ye^ comfort ye^ my people^ faith your 
Qqd (r). Shall not thofe in every congrega- 
tion, who are indeed the people of God, be 
fixhorted humbly to take unto themfelves, 
ivhile they continue ftedfaft in faith and holi- 
nefs, the confolations which their God has 
provided for them ? Fear not ye^ who have 
let your hearts <>^ falv^tion through Chrift. 
F^ar not ye ; for yefeek Jefus which ivas cru- 
cified* Fear not ye : for your Redeemer 
hveth. Fear npt ye: for ye have an Al- 
mighty Protedor. Fear not ye ; for he hath 
promifed to ftrengthen you with might ade- 
c^uate to your trials. Fear not ye : for ye 

(r) Ifaiahjxl, i. 

9 are 



goddapf^ mi] kkve^ ; il^iglJit > U»^ gppfl, figbtx pf 
^lth.-YQ»((kaU' have iferewitjjr dn^vig./th,^ ,901;^ 

«h© wsrfd <}£..God ^itfmffiri^ y^ufrjfl^ii^i^^ .the 

%hat /A< izpo«J rfrigbtt^t^f Jb^^^J^qfi^,i 
<d^diitii«:-t^e£i rfi:Msbtmfn^.i:,fU^^f,,tn^ 

'"■■^'•'''" ^" .: >'■: h :■;;>■;■:, /-.i;: :>/-!•// .i!,Hi 
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